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HibernicusV Letters. 


I>f» yj. Saturday, April \6, i-jte. 


To HiB£it.Nicas. 

Ne fi forti fuas refetit^tn veaerit etim 
(jrex avium plumas^, movent cornisula rifum 
Furtivis huiata colorihut. H o r^ 

s ik, 

g S I look upon yoor Paper to be 
I written with a View of corrCd- 
I ^og the Vices of MaoklDd. ancl 
I E reibrmtng their Msoners \ I hope 

I I you Will not think- it imperti- 

nent in me, tho an iUiterate 
Mao, to addrefe you in behalf of myfelf, and 
the gencrility of Traders within this City, 
wfa) fiiffer very mach by a Maxim iup- 
ported no where footHcfa ss here, * That it (s 

* bentiatb a Man of Quality to pay his Debts 

* as fooD as he itceivcs Money^ and to ao- 

VoL. II. - B • fwct 


^ HiBERNicus's Letters. 

^ (wer fobmiffivcly the Call of every inferiof 
^ fcoundrel Dud, as they are plealed to ex* 
« prefs it.* 

I A M, indeed, one of a low Rank, and 
therefore think it no way derogating from 
my Quality to^ attend the Service of the 
Church on Sundays and Holidays^ and to 
read every Evening a Chapter in the Bible, 
from which I might pick but a great number 
of Paflages, to arraign that falhionable Prac- 
tice of negleding (o pay jufl: Debts : But the 
Perfons. whpm I mention being generally pro- 
fefled Enemies to, or utterly ignorant of the 
Contents of thole facred Oracles ; I fhould 
think it to as little purpofe to argue ftom thence 
againft them, as to dilpute with them out of 
the Ads of fome Popilh Council, the very 
Name of which they abhor, or the Laws of 
the Empire of China^ which they are unac- 
quainted with. Therefore, all that I^ropofe 
by this Paper (if you will vouchlafe it a Place 
^n yours) is to reprefent to them, how con- 
trary their Behaviour is to Honour, to com* 
inon Juftice and Charity, and to the Welfare 
of that Nation, wherein they endeavour to 
make a Figure, and in which fome of them 
have even the aflurance to fet up for mighty 
Patriots J Ftrji then, I beg leave to obferve, 
tho the Remark is of antient date. That a great 
part of Mankind err very much in their No- 
tions of . H O N O U R ; as you may be con- 
^inc'd from the Charader and Behaviour of 
Lord Modi/h: His Lordfliip has fo^ much 

Mettie, 
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Mettle, that he would cut any Man's throaty 
who (houid but preliime to look him in the 
face, with a Cock of Defiance in his Hat ) 
and would make the Sun (hine thro' any one's 
Body, who durft deny bito the Title of Right 
Honourable : He is fo generous, that he itU 
dom fufiers any of his Company to club with 
him for a Reckoning ; and he has lo much 
good Nature, that I dare (ay he' would run 
the riique of his Life, to fleai away a young 
Heitcls for any one to whom. he profefTeth 
bimfelf a Friend: All which Qualifications 
make him fanfy . that he ha^ the Reputatioa 
of a gallant Teer^ and a Man of Jiriiiejt 
Honour. But I believe he would be very 
much (urpri2cd and humbled, if he heard the 
Difcourfes of the trading Part of the City^^ 
concerning his Lord/hip ; mod of them mak- 
ing it ferve as an Excufe to their refpedlive! 
Creditors, that they cannot pay them fot 
want of large Sams due to them from Lord 
Modijh. Thus he is proclaimed a bad tP^y- 
mafter at all ends of the Town, even (bme- 
times without truth, by Perfons who fheltet 
themfelves from paying, under his llluftrious 
Fame \ and he makes htmfelf the common 
Topick of DifCourfc over every Counter ^ and 
at the publick Exchange. 

Squire Fop ling is next to him in that vi- 
tious Folly, in proportion to his Quality and 
Fortune : He drefTcs elegantly, attacks a 
Mask at the Play with a good deal of Wit, 
moves a Minuet with great Applaufc at the 

B 2 CaJIle, 
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Caftle^ and has had two or three Rencounters 
in which he behaved like a Man of Sprit :■ 
From this he infers that he pafTes for aft aa^ 
camplijhed Gentleman^ and a Perfbn of iMb^ 
tainted Honour. Bat whenever he walks 
thro' Cajile-fireet^ the Shoemaker comes out 
of his Shop to gaze after him, and curfes his 
Feet for being b well fitted with Shoes which 
are not paid for : When he goes along 
^ame^S'jireety the ff^ooUen-^iyraper Ihakes 
his Head, and tells all who are in his Shop^ 
that the Squire ooght at leaft to have made 
him a Bow, confidering how ipruce he is at 
his Expence : And by the time he comes to 
College-Green^, the fVigmaker pomts at hini^ 
and aflures his Hair- merchant that the j!|^» 
who flruts by his Window, is the Perfbn who 
hinders him from clearing his Accounts. $o 
^ac after all his Dreams of Reputation and 
Honour, he is looked upon as a publick Nti- 
&Ace, not to fay a publick Robber ; and the 

{)Oor Journeyman or Labourer who pundual- 
y pays the Ale-wife every Saturday Evening, 
whenhislittleSalary comes into his hands, is 
efteemed the better Cuftomer, and the more 
honourable Perfbn of the two. 

As great as my Refentment is againft fuch 
falfe Pretenders to Honour, } would not be fa 
fevere as to give my Voice for introducing 
among us an old Roman Law, which I once 
beard my Son read in one of his School- 
books ; which put it io the power of Credi- 
tor^ after a certain prefixed time, to fell their 

Debtor 
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Debtor as a Slave, or to cut him ia faeces; 
and take each a quantity of his Flefti propor^ 
tionable to the Debt: But I muft owo, I 
cannot forbear wifliiog often, that all who 
have the misfi^rtune of dealing with one of 
that Species, could aoree unanimoufl^ to firip 
the Jackdaw of his borrowM Plflaie& What 
a diverting Scene would it afford to C^e the 
Haberdajker feize his fierce Beaver ; the Wig^ 
maker running away with his prim ^eue^ or 
his Martial Eugene; the Woolkn^draper^ 
Lace^man and Taylor dripping him to his 
Shirt ; the Milliner half Itrangting him for 
his Steinkirky Breafi-chathem^ and En^a* 
geantes\ the Sword-Cutler difarminghim nke 
a Prifoner of State ; and the Hojier and Cri/C 
fin pulting his Pedeftals with as much vehe* 
mence as the German HoAler who unbooted 
Dodpr Fauftus \ 

^ IS in this agreeable Attitude that I would 
draw one of thofe Gentlemen, if I had any 
Skill in Painting; and diftribute Copies of it 
to be fee up in every Shop, elpecially in thofe 
of Wigmakers and Hatter Sy where it might 
lave tne Expence of a Looking-Glals. out 
as I have no Talent that Way, agd never was 
in Holland to learn the humorous Art of re- 
preienting Grotelque Figures, I leave it to y out 
finer Pen to finifh a Piece of which my coarfe 
Qaill has only given yon the Out-lines : And 
if you do me the Honour to publifh this^ I 
ihall at another Opportunity handle the two 
Other Artides in a more ferious manner, by 

B 3 ihewing. 
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ihewtng, as a Tradt^r of fomc Experience, 
how much the Behaviour of iiich Perfons 
is contrary to coaimon Jadice and Chari- 
ty, and to the Welfare of that Nation, of 
which they pretend to be important' Meni^ 

\}CTSp . 

I am^ SIRy 

Tour tnoji humhk Servant 

o. p, 

JP. $\ As I wa? goipg to feal up this 
]^^ette^, my Friend Mr. Sear we II the Sur- 
geon came full of i;he Spleen, to tell me thai; 
young Squire Flqnen |:?fii(ps to pay him for 
a certain private piece of Seryi(;e, and ttid^ 
jbim defiance ; telling poor ^earwejli in plain 
terms, tliat he is a Confejfor by Traded ancj 
would loie all his Pradtice if he fliould he fb 
liudacious as to complain ^loud of a Patient; 
pf ^altty^ who is not in the humour to 
ppeij his Purle. But to fhew him how little 
jny Friend f^ars his Threats, he begs I would 
^^fire of you, that this Story may be infertecj 
jit the End of y our Paper. 


i tB^W 
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N° 55. Saturdi^t A^'tti-^^ 1726. 
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To (he A'u T H o R of the 'Dublin 'JoumnU 

1 

Fero9t aVf^ritii^ miferoque cupidine feStus ? Hon, 

* 

SIR. 

F all the Infirmities the humaa 
Mind is iubjed to, there is none 
which has been oftner, and more 
powerfbtly declaimed againft thaa 
Avarice^ nor which the generality 
of Men are more aihamed of havir^ laid to 
their charge. It is an old Oblervatien, that 
People are apter to refent a Refledion oa 
their Honefty^ than their Senje ; and therefore 
becaufe it argues a little and narrow Mind, 
and very finall knowledge of the real Worth 
of things, to fet our hearts too much on 
the fecondary Goods of Life, every body is 
very fhy of letting any Bieigj|i of that fort 
aj^ear in their Charader. ^ 

Ambitious Men love Power, and vaio 
Men the Trappings and Ornaments of it. 
Wife Men in their Puriuits after Greatnefs and 
Authority, indulbioufly decline all oftenta^ 
tious Appearances of it ; and (atisfy them- 
(elves with the real Advantages it brings 
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^them 10 point of Interefl: either to themfelyes^ 
or their Friends. But wh^n Men cannot 
conceal the Pleafurc they find in the Pomp 
and Splehdor attending the Pignities they 
poflefs, it feldon^ if ever, £iiJl$ to draw qq 
ibem fuch a Load of Envy ^a cruihe&.aU 
f heir Projed^, and themlelves, in the Ruins 
pf thcnv By an Error of this foft did Tdm- 
pey l^y himleJf oppn and unguarded agaiuft 
the Attacks of his Enemies ; while his mOre 
irrafty Competitor Cr/Sr, by a dole and filent 
Application to Buflneis^ was daily ftrength? 
ning his lotereO: botli in the Army and the 
Senate^ till he had iecured a Power fufficieot 
to overthrow the other, and made the whole 
Authority of the Commonwealth center in 
t^imfelf. H<& could not however always pre? 
ierve the &me Moderation, but afterwards 
i^ into the Distemper which gave him the 
advantage over his Rival, and pcrifiied in ft^ 
His politick Nephew, and SucceiTor, ^vguf 
iusj iaw too clearly into the, Err or of tbeot 
both, to give in to it; and by a modeflf, bi||: 
artful Negied of Grandure, confirnaed the 
fupreme Power in his own P^fon, aod net 
only eDJoyed|fc without difturb^nce diffbig 
|iis owp LiteTbut tranfoiitted it entire m^ 
|iiidiiputed to his Succefibrs. 

In the iame manner mod: of thofe Vcsfom 
^ho are infed:ed with Covetoujkejk eiadtavoiu; 
#11 they can to conceal it fiioqi the db£&i^ 
y^tiop of the World about ik&aa. Thechimiy: 
way of doing this is, whe& the covetoitt 
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Vetfon is p^rpetaally CQipplaipiog of ^Bttver* 
ty, and maKi^ hif 4>^^^y. t>tfpoQ(i^ 
p^sfv H W^^i^n Jj^^^Y* JBut this tifick 
is g|Ffx\yn^t90 dale to pais upon thc> ]H^^o^lc| 
now a-4ay$ ; and thefcrorj; the Men of Uef^ec 
$cn(e carry on the n^atcqr with more decency, 
andt^a handfom ApP^vance, in their ^y^ 
pf living ftrivc; (<> ^lake jDhemlel^vps looked 
Oppn as Peribns of Generojity a^d Benefit 
Qflffcey- wbi;n at the fame time .their Pefire$ 
IgaipW QO bQunds, ^d the acquiring an iqit 
mefl^ l^ortupc is tl^e gran4 Defign to which 
jd^ey £icr|f|ce^l oc^er Copfiderarions. 

P fi c^p {. c .of this StaiQp, however^ are iiv^ 
feine time or oth^r to^be diicpyefed^ i^withr 
flgqidiflg all tjifir Arts to the ,CMt|^ry J pTb* 
Va^il^ss^ by the ^gl^or ^4 Pgc^y of 
6«t^3»JiB?g^ an^.the Ex^ari^ls^qf Payn>ent% 
f|)gPVl;^l|€jrc ift Taw« t9 be a PcrjCoij of irirr 
Uomit/I^, ;^4 mc^mmm^ LiheralUy^ yet his 
Tenants in the Country have caufe to 
hiqa a very different Chajra^er^ and find 
cfcei^ves abnndaatly worfe ufed for pay i(^ 
1^09 \jf^^ ^ents, than if they w^re hi$ Livery^ 
fSoA ofii the other hapd, thp Luc^Uus is a 
|(in4 Mafleir, no bad l.andlor4 ^ npon oc- 
(pafion^eveo boiiuptjful to his Frien£ ; yet hov 
1^ ts€H^ I^ feckoped generous, who 
k^Sxvi hii»)i^lf to hye perneti¥diy indebted 
V9l y^ Snips tQ Maltitodes of honeft in- 
.4af|riQus, Tiadefn^en ? The Goodqefi of fiich 
jM[en u like that of i^% Sea^, which is gentle 
fuid &wiira^ to Qikf Qoaft, only that it m^^ 

overflow 
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• overflow (bme other diftant Shore with the 
gtrearer Violence and Inundation. 

There is one thing I have obferv'd of 
feveral People pretending to much Generofity, 
and Contempt of immoderate Riches, That 
a bafe and avaritious Temper is at the bottom 
of it. They cannot be perfuaded, that any 
thing they want is ever to be bought too 
cheaply, or that it is any hardfhip upon Tra« 
dcrs to beat down the Price of their Commo- 
dities, even below what they can poflibly 
afford them for, lb as to derive a Subfifteoce 
from their Bufmeis. This is a Fault peculiar 
to the better fort of People, >yho are not 
concerned in Trade themfelves, any farther 
than for their own Coniumption. Men of 
Pufinefs have little or nothing of it among 
them. T|iey know that Men muft have their 
Profit from whatever Commodities they deal 
in, and therefore are generally at a word in 
their Bargains ; and if they find they cannot 
carry their Point at one place of Sale, with- 
draw quietly, and try what they can do 
clfewhere. Whereas among the falhionable 
and genteel part of the World, as they ^fftGt 
to be called, nothing is more ufual than for 
tbem to fland a long while hailing with a 
Shop-keeper about a matter perfedly infigni^ 
ficant and trifling. I have often known 
more needlcft Breath fpent in a difference of 
a few Shillings in the Price of a Suit of 
Clothes, or fome fuch matter, than would be 
fufficient, among Merchants, to conclude a 

Bargaiq 
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Bargain of fb many hundred Pounds Value, 
And if on^ were to hear all the Lyes and 
Nonfenfe uttered on (iich occafions, and ta 
form a Juc^ment of Mankind from them, it 
eould not aivoid giving him a very low and 
contemptible Opinion of the Species. 

Want of Skill in the Goodnefs orKnow- 
k^ge of the Prices of Commodities, is what 
I am inclined to believe frequently induces 
' the Buyers to be thus narrow and querulous 
in their Dealings. But the Senfe hereof oughc 
in common prudence to have a quite diflerent 
efTcdt ; fince by d^covering this their Igno- 
rance, they only expofe themielves as fit to 
be imposM upon, and by obftinate perfifting in 
cheir Error, provoke a Man to do (b, who 
perhaps otberwife would not have been in«- 
clineq to it. Thefe however are not com^ 
monly the word fort of Criminals in this 
way. There are others who make no con^ 
icience of grinding the Faces of their honeft 
Neighbours, offering a great deal lels for a 
Commodity than they know it to be worth, 
and ibmetimes forcing the Seller, for fear of 
difbbliging liich as have InflucDce on other 
Cuftomers, to part with their Goods at an 
under-rate, and very often to his confiderable 
dsunage. When this is done, there is an 
immodiate Triumph railed among all their 
Acquaintance, what a wonderful good Bargain 
they have made ; and the next Peribn they 
have occafion to deal with is infulted upon it, 
if he re&fes to quit to them thofe honeft 
^ <jain^ 



G3lQ$ he prQpofe4 CO himfelf by hi; Bij^finefi^ 
«li4 which are aJbrQiutely ncce0ary for tjbc 
Suppwt of bis Family. 
:^Pii> this Pradice ooly afTeA the rich, oe 
fbe. eytortiag p^rc of tK^ trying World, it; 
;hF admit of fi>inie kiod of Exciife. Bu| 
;ed |be Poor,, aod the laduftriocis are 
geaeraUy th« P^Qf^ i^ho iuffef; by ie. TbQ 
wcakby Trader wiii BOt pare with his Wares 
bttc to advant^e, becaHf^ be can alSofd to * 
M€p cheiQ till he finds « Market for bis pui^t 
poie. Aod foe the fame realba the thrtviQg 
Mf chaotck wiU not work wtchow what be 
ihioks to Wfiifficieot Wages^t Whereas t\» 
Shopkeeper who has but a fiaall Stock, bei 
%f% obliged to aoi^er the Demaods of hi$ 
Ci[edico«s^ is forced oftea to fell at an ondw* 
%2im^ ta raife Money for fuch occafibns^ and 
by that means is always kept law and noeef* 
ikons. In the fame manner a Mechanick who 
}s but jttfl: come into the World, and happens 
upon Cuflomers of this dingy aad pittM 
Temper, muft either cotKinne witbmic Emt* 
playment, or fubrndr to manifdl Cruelty and 
Oppreflkn. And the Con&quence of all this 
1$ the Encouragement of a pack of idle 
drnnken Rogues, onbogh of whom are to be 
l^und among all Trades, who, either having 
«0 FaiiEiilies, or eKe taking no manner of cmt 
Af them, will undert^e a Job at aay rac& 
to get a riotous N%ht oc two in the Week. 
Tbns fbc the lake of £i?ing a very &iali part 
id the Artidie of Expences,. we haxard the 
i^uin of the honefteft and worthieft part of 

the 
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the People, and prefer to them luch as are 
only a Nafance and Encuinbraoce to the 
Society. 

But tfao this fiiotild not be the UScdt of a 
penurious an,d hailing way in dealing, as t 
am perfuacfed it frequentfy is^ yet ftili there 
is another obvious ill E^d arifing from it, 
which ought to make it odious to all Men of 
Senle ancf Virtue, A Trader, who has any 
competent knowledge of the World, will fbon 
find out the Temper of his Cuftomers ; and 
if he difcovers this to be their weak fide, the 
Vices of Mankind being infHHous, will en« 
deavour to foil them at their own weapons. 
If it be the known Charader of a Buyer to 
bid at RtA but the one half of what he in- 
tends to give for a thing, the Shopkeeper will 
quickly leam to deiiiand twice as much a$ 
he can afibrd to fell it fbr/ Thus a fraudulent 
and infincere * way of dealing is iotroduced, 
and Mankind are taught to treat one anothei; 
as a parcel of downright ViOains, every one 
in a conftant defign of cozening and impo- 
fing on all the reft. This is fo known at 
prefent, that every body makes a merit of it^ 
when they have trick'd a hard niggardly Chap 
into the belief of his having got* a fpecial 
Bargain, tho he has only got it in the Cant 
Senfe of the Word. And it is a common 
Obfervation, that thofe Perfbns who are leaft 
contentious in bargaining, get cheaper and 
better Pennyworths than their Neighbours. 
So that if Men either regard the promoting 
% of 
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of Honefty and Truth in the Woxld, or know 
their own true Intereft, they muft de^if^ 
liicb fheaking Methods of negotiating, and 
leave them to be pra<3ifed only by thofe 
iw^ho are fo overrun with, fordid jivarife^^ 
that every thipg they do/ is evidently tainted 
with it. 

T HO I do not believe this Evil owes it$ 
Original to the Mercantile Part of Mankind, 
yet I ftrongly imagine the Remedy lies pretty 
much in their power. And therefore I would 
liumbly propole it to fiich of my Readers a$ 
are concerned in Bufineis, whether it would 
not probably fave themfelves and Cuftomers 
a great deal of Lungs which are at preient 
unnecefTarily wafted, and make Trade much 
more expeditious, for them to fix a Rate on 
all their Goods, which they fliall never abate 
one farthing of for any Cuftomer, but infifl: 
upon it, let him argue and expoftulate^ and 
tave^ and coax^ and lye^ to the utter eiEu- 
iion of his Voice as well as Language : ^ro^ 
vided neverthelefs^ That nothing herein 
contained ihall be deemed or underftood to 
extend to the Ladiesy whole undoubted 
Right and Privilege of ventilating themfelves 
on all occafions ought to be and remain with 
them without any Let or Moleftation w^at- 
foeven 

/ am. Sir, yours^ 8cc. 

HlBERNICUS. 
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N^ 57. Saturday, jfpril ^o, ijiS. 


To the Author of the ^uilin Jourtu^ 

Omnia qua fecundum naturam funt^ aflimatione digna 
funu T u L u 

SIR, 

JE SAR is often taken notice of 
by the Criticks, as the only Au- 
thor that ever writ of himfelf 
with a good Grace. I beUeve 
C^far^s exalted Charader, and 
great Adions, may have contributed as much 
to this Opinion as the maimer of his Wri« 
ting ; and our Admiration of the Hero raifed 
oui^ Idea of the Author. It is certainly a 
very nice ^oint for a Man to ipeak of him- 
ielf at all. If he fpeaks well of himfelf, he 
diicovers his Vanity ; and if ill» his IndiC* 
cretion, or fbmething yet worie. 

This Confideration, however, has not 
hinder'd feveral Men of excellent Seufe, and 
true Judgment, from making themfelves the 
Subject: of their own Writings. Tully has 
been much cenfured for his Vanity on this 
account. Amidft all his Excellencies he was 

an immoderate Lover of Praife, and a per- 
petual 


• " r. 


petoal Boafter of his Services to the Com- 

monivieaith. We ar6 told, that btoficein^ 

tended to have writ ar Hiftory of the RomM 

Afiair% bat was fo impatieiit to do bimfelf 

Juftice, that he t>egun at the wrong End^ 

and wrote his own Confulfhip firft^ intending 

to trace the Story backwards to the Foanda- 

tibit of Ihe Empire. What Progreft he made 

in this Work is uncertain, none of it haying 

Come to our hands. But how ridiculous foe?£i^ 

the Proje(% may feem, I am apt to think the 

want of it a confiderable lofs to us. . For 

tho an Author gains not much Credit by 

taikiiig of htmien, yet his Readers get a 

great deal of Entertainment and Inftrudlioa 

fi^om it. Such an open way of Writing re^ 

iembles the Conver&tion of Friends ; w6 

enter more readily into the Sentiments and 

Genius of the Author, and pay the greater 

Regard to what he fays, on account of his 

treating us with fo much Familiarity and Coa* 

fidence. 

Few Men, perhaps, would be willing to 
write in the fame manner Montaigne has done: 
Yet) I believe, there are not many diigufied 
at it when they read him, or would wiik 
thoie Pafiages expunged from his Works* 
wherein he (peaks of faimfelf. We accufe 
faim of Vanity; but at the fame time are 
well pleafed with the humorous Inftances he 
gives us of iu The Faults we difcover in 
the Man, are what principally recommend 
liini to us as a Writer. And fure, no Man 

cvct 
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ever expoied his Infitmities and Weaknels 
with more freedom arid unrefervcdnefs to a 
Friend, thack he has done to his Readers. 
By this means we are fbftened into a favour- 
able Opinion of him ? and cannot condemrr 
the Errors of bne^ who has the art ofmaking 
hiififeifib very agreeable. 

The Account he gives us of his being 
admitted a Citizen of Rome, is perhaps one 
of the ftrongeft laftances to be met with of 
Elation of Heart on occaiions of receiving 
Marks of Honour and Efleem. There is 
dodbAe& no Man bat what conceives abun- 
dwce of Ples^re from Incidents of this na« 
tuue:; yet fo unkind are we to one another, 
that we will not allow any Man to expreft 
that Satisfadioo, without accufing him of 
Weaknefs and Vanity. We all feel thole 
Impdfes^ yet are afhamed to have it known 
that we do fo. Montaigne very honcftly tells 
us what he felt, and every Man who reads 
kirn wiit find from his own Experience what 
he fays to be trae. Whereas were Men to 
form a Judgment from the Profeflions of 
Mankind, every Man who has thefe Emo- 
tions, would look on himfelf as a Peribn of 
more than ordinary Weaknefe, and wanting 
that Solidity of Mind which other Men 
icem to be poflefled. of. Such an Author 
therefore as Montaigne is capable of relieving 
an boneft Mind from the Pain of thinking it 
felf of a very uncommon and (ingular Mould, 
l^ ihewing that there may be, and are 
L . Vol. II. C others 
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Others framed exadly like it. I have known 
. two or three Perfons freed from a good 
deal of uneafinefs, by reading the ingenious 
Paper in the SpeBator on CaJHe- Building ; 
before which time chey always imagined 
they were alone in that fantaftical Bufinefs^ 
and never once dreamed, that any body but 
themfelves had the trouble of (uch an ex- 
travagant Imagination. And fure the Pains 
we take to conceal a great many natural 
Motions of our Hearts, has in many othet 
Inftances, as well as this, been the Occafioa 
of unexperienced Peoples condemning them- 
lelves of feveral intelledual Weaknefles, com- 
mon to them with the reft of the human 
Species. 

These Obfervations give a fair handle 
againft that pernicious. way of PA/A^y3^/&/;c/>^, 
which is for reducing ail our Anions and 
Behaviour to the (Irid: and rigid Rules of 
what they call the Didaces of found and 
right Reaibn, and making no allowances foe 
natural Impulfes and Inclinations, but cen* 
furing every AdiQn, however good and 
generous in it ielf, as irrational and unmanly, 
if not done upon cool deliberation, and after 
a nice and critical (urvey of all its Confe- 
quences. The Gentlemen in this Scheme of 
thinking will not admit any thing to be well 
done, which is the Effed of great, or deli- 
cate natural Sentiments, or' wherein the Heart 
is more concerned than the Head. Iii order 
to become Men, we are to diveft our felves 

V > of 
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of thofe PafiioQS which all Men are bora 
with. We are taaghc to iupprefs what princi- 
pally fpurs us on to brave and virtuous Adi- 
onSy under the notion of Enthufiafm, and 
Heat of Imagination. ^And Wifdom and Vir- 
tue too are made to confifl: in a perfed: Indif- 
ference for every thing but the performance 
of our Duty ; a Word, which in their mouths 
who make ufe of it in this manner, feems to 
have no meaning or fignification at ail. 

W E are too apt upon all occafipns to run 
into Extremes. Becaufe it has been obfer ved^ * 
that Men, by too much indulging their Pal* 
fions, have done very unreafonable or ridi« 
culous things, therefore the Padions them* 
felves have oeen declaim'd againll, or laugh'd 
at ; when the only Fault has lain in giving 
way to their irregular Motions. Thus the 
Love of Praife has been reprefented as a Weak- 
nefs» becaufe ibme Men, who have had it in 
too high a degree, have been prompted by it 
to commit a great many Extravagances. Yet 
this Principle is natural to all Men ; and with- 
out fbme fucb powerful Incentive to laudable 
Adions, it is highly probable, we fhould 
grow very remifs and languid in the Pcrfar- 
mance of them. It mi^ht alio be fhewn in 
feverai of our befl and noblefl; Affections, 
fuch as Love, Friendjhif, and "Pity^ that 
the ExcefTes of them may betray us into 
great Errors, and even a criminal Weaknels. 
Yet fiire, that ought not to make thofe A^ec- 
tioos either unmanly or vicious, unleis we 

C 2 . will 
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will ccmteDd, that Wifilom and Virtue confifl 
ia extingaifhing, rather rhan moderating our 
Defires ; which whoever attempts to do may 
indeed commence a Savage, but, I am per- 
fuaded, will never make himfelf fuch a one as 
a truly wife and good Man will efteem. 

The pompous Manner in which fb me of 
the antient Philofophers talked of the Vanity 
af human Life, and its Enjoyments, has of 
late been fucceeded by a bufioontng way of 
laughing at every thing which Men feem to 
T^e lerious and in earned about. The former 
Method tended to make Men contemn the 
World, and neglefi the Offices of their Sta- 
tion, for the fake of a certain romantick No- 
tion, which they called by the name of Vir- 
tue ; but this aims at the deflrudfcion of Virtue 
^together, without fubftituting any thing ia 
its room but a Grin. Whoever has read 
a late celebrated Performance, entitled^ Tbe 
Fable of the Bees^ cannot but have ob- 
ierved a great many notable brftances of this 
yeoilar Philofophy. Fame^ according to 
him, is a Bauble \ ^ty^ an fofirmity com- 
mon to us with the Beafts ; and Love and 
.Frkndjhip, think of them as hrighly as yoa 
pleafe, are nothing at the bottom but down- 
right Lull, and Combination. The Confe- 
quence of all this is, that Men, if they aft 
wifely, will endeavour to free themfefves from 
fuch troublefome and vicious Companions^ 
But what fhaH we do then ? Or how mall wc 
employ ourfclves, when Life prefents us no- 

y • thing 
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thing elfet but one continued Scene of Farce 
and Impertinence ? Why truly we may e'en 
fit down, and laugh at the World, and every 
thing in it, as this Author has mo(l judiciouOy 
done : for iince we are all ielfiih by Nature, 
and every thine in Life is ridiculous^ both 
which Points he has attempted to demonftrate, 
the only rational thing we can do is to live 
perpetually Sneering. 

Objects of Laughter need never be 
wanting to People who are well difpofed to- 
wards it. The World will yield an inexhau- 
llible Fund of Mirth for a Man of any tolera« 
ble Geniys. The grave Looks of Divines, 
Lawyers, and Phyncians^ are foil of delight* 
fiU Raillery; What can be more ridiculous 
than the Pomp and Magnificence of Kings, 
and publick Magiftraces, or than the infipid 
Formality of Parliaments, and Courts of Ju« 
ftice ? Is it not a comical thing to fee a Man 
toiling and ilaving all his days, merely to fup- 
port the Noile and Nonfenfe of a Wife and Fa- 
mily ; and to be breaking his Red for the 
fake of a parcel of People, called his Tofteri-^ 
ty, whom he is never to be fixpence the bet- 
ter for? What filly Fellows are they, who 
figb, whine, and languifh in the abfence of 
one they call a Friend or a Miftreis P Can 
there be any thing merrier, than for a Man 
to defire to be well ^ken of by People whom 
he never will converfe with during his days ; 
nay,and who perhaps will not be born till many 
years after he is dead and rotten ? In a word» 

C 3 is 
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•is there any thing in rerum natura^ to be 
fcen, felt, heard or underftood, good for any 
thing clfe but to break a Jeft upon? The 
Tub^.xht Ladder, the Stage Itinerant^ arc 
not the only Places confecrated to Merriment; 
we may as readily find it m the Clofet of a 
Thilojbpher^ as at the JJfembly^ or the 
Ring \ and divert ourfelves as much with the 
Tattle of a Council-Board^ as of a Tea-Table. 
We may go among the Indians^ and laugh at 
their Simplicity, and Ignorance of Politeneft 
and Good Living ; at the Turks ^ for being 
fuch filly Rafcals as to refufe drinking fFine ; 
and then come home and laugh at our own 
Countrymen for their whimfical Care of their 
paltry Liberty and Property. - Thus having 
laughed round the Globe, we may fairly fit 
down and laugh at ourfelves, becaufe there 
are no more Worlds to be laughed at. 

It requires not much pains to difcovcr, 
that fhould fuch a Vein as this once come to 
be univerfal, it would quickly put an cna to 
every thing good and ferious, and deftroy all 
Notions of Honour and Virtue among. Men. 
Yet the iiitroducing it feems to be the natural 
Confequence of arguing againft tevcral Parti- 
cularities which may be obferved in human 
Nature. The excels of any commendable 
Quality is very apt to lead Men to Ibme Ex- 
travagances ; and the bed and fined Spirits 
have commonly a tindtute of Enthufiafm, or 
Vanity^ in their Compofition. It is there- 
for? ^n cafy matter for weak Minds, whea 
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they heat thofc Defeds cenfuted, to fall into 
a much more dangerous Miflake, and grow 
into a difapprobation of the Virtues thcm- 
fclves, as well as their ExcefTes; much what 
like has happened in aiK)ther part of Philofb- 
phy,- wherein (bme Men, by taking a great 
deal of pains, to prove that the iecondary 
<^ualities of Matter have no real exiftencCj 
have given a handle to others to affert the 
fame of the primary Qualities, and of Matter 
itfelf. 

B u T if it be dangerous to argue gravely a- 
gainft (uch Blemiihes in virtuous Charaders, ic 
;sftill more fo to fet them in a ridiculous Light. 
Deformity, either real, or apprehended, is the 
proper Objed of Ridicule ; and therefore the 
very Shades of Virtue ought to be preferved 
froni it^ left it fliould by degrees prejudice us 
againd its Beauties. Laughter^ when once it 
breaks out, is too undiftinguiihing and ungo- 
vernable to be kept within bounds. Let it 
once open upon the Vanity of fome great 
Men, and it will be ready the next time to 
fall upon thtf Love of true Glory in others. 
And if it be turn'd againfl: the Ravings and 
Fondnefs of ramantick Lovers, it may after- 
wards receive Provocation from every degree 
of Tendernefe and AfFedion whatlbever. Sir 
William Temple tells us of an ingenious Spa^ 
ntard^ who imagined the Ruin ot the Spanilh 
Monarchy to bcx)wingto the Ridicule in the 
Hiftory oi^on^ixote of the Spirit of Knight- 
grrantry , and Gallantry, which had fo much 

C 4 pre* 
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prevailed in that Nation ; becauie from that 
time their Cavaliers became {6 much afliamed^ 
of it, that they fell into the other Extreme, 
and loft all that Bravery which formerly rcn- * 
dered them fo ferviceable to their Country. . 
Tho this feems to be ftraining the Matter too 
far, yet I am of opinion, that among the 
People of thefe Nations we ihall find a great 
many Humours and Prejudices, in themfelves 
Ridiculous and unreafonable enough, which 
however it would not be much for the Intefeft 
of the Publick to have removed. Nothing 
that is natural to any People ought to bd 
defpiied, unlefs where it is hurtful either to* 
wards any particular Society, or Mankind. 

How prepofterous then is the prefent Hu- 
wour of the World in this matter ? We are 
grown aihamed to be thought kind, generous, 
or tender-hearted ; but make a merit of being 
fatirical and ill-naturM on any flight occafion. 
To fhed Tears at a Tragedy is reckoned a 
Weaknels even among the Fair Sex^ ; but we 
may laugh without meafiire at a i^a/d Jeft^ or 
double Entendre in a Comedy ; as if Laughter 
were more natural and humane than Pity and 
Companion. No greater Inftance can be gi* 
ven of a perverted and vitiated Tafte. But 
this affords too large a Field for RefIed:iOQ 
here, and may deierve to be more fully coar 
iidered on fbme other Occafion. 

I am^ &c. 

Nq; 58. 
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N^ 58. Saturday^ May 7, 1726. 
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To the AuTHoa of the T>ubltn JournaL 

EminisKtia cujufque oferis ariiijjimis temforum claujiris 
circundatd. Vell. Pater.. 

SIR, 

E EjfajhfTriUrs arc uoder the 
mofl unh^y Circamftances of 
any ibrt of Authors whatfbever. 
Odiers have nothing to do, but 
to make the moft they can of the 
Snb|e<Sb they have chofen. We have not on- 
]y that Task to perfbim, but another no le(s 
circuit, the Choice of our Subje<3: ; wherein 
let our Care and Diligence be ever lb great, it 
is next to impolfible, but every time we write, 
we difgufi: a great number of our Readers. 
People fit down to a formal and regular Txea- 
tiie with a quite diflerent Difpoficion, from 
what they are poilefled with when they take 
up one of thele Mifcellaneous Produaions. 
If they like not the Subjed, they throw it 
by, i^n perulal of the Title-Page ; but we, 
profdObng to write upon no fingle Subjed^ 
are called to an account both for our Mace- 
rials,, and our Manner of working them. And 

in 
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in both thefe the Taftc of our Readers admits 
of lb much Variety and Difagreement, that 
there is no pleafing them all at once. 

SoM£ are diipleaicd' with every thing ia. 
fuch Performances which is not either Wit, or 
Humour. They reckon every thing grave 
and ierious, to be dull and infipid ; and think 
their Time thrown away in reading a Paper 
which does not make them laugh. Amufe- 
ment is the only end of their reading ; and 
they think that is never obtained, unlefs ac- 
companied with (bme very quick and violent 
Emotions. The fobcr and gentle Pleafqrc 
which arifes from the reading of jufl; and ra- 
tional Refledions on Men and Things, is too 
faint and languifhing for People who are never 
eafy but when they are in a Convulfion of 
Merriment, 

O N the other hand, there are (bme Rea- 
ders ft) oppreflTed with Phlegm, that they can 
like nothing which is not dirc6t\y inftrudtive, 
and writ in the way of a Philofophical Lec- 
ture, A familiar manner of talking about the 
common things of Life, always puts them 
out of humour. They expeft there Ihall be 
Stridnefs of Reafbn, Proportion of Parts, 
and Regularity of Defign in every thing they 
read ; otherwife they think themlelves ifi dealt 
with. The loofe and negligent Manner of an 
Eflfay, which is indeed its principal Orna- 
ment and Beauty, is what they cannot en- 
dure. Let the Matter be ever fo good, it is 
damned if they do not approve the Method 

Of 
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of handliogit. And (bmerimes the chief Ex* 
celleocy chey look fot 10 an Author, is a 
fcrupulous Nicety and Exadnefs of Compo- 
iitioD, which in truth is no more than an art- 
ful Covering found out by us ingenious Mo- 
derns, to conceal our want of that Force and 
Flame, and of thofe great Conceptions, and 
noble Imaginations which animate the Wri- 
tings of Antiquity. And even in this, Opi- 
nions are lb divided, as renders it extremely 
difficult to pleafe all Parties. For as on tlie 
one hand there are fome Gentlemen who can 
never be prevailed on to approve any other 
than the Synthetic Method of writing, (b 
there are not wanting confiderable Numbers 
no lefs devoted to the Analytic. So that a . 
poor Author who is ignorant of either of thefe 
Forms of tacking his Thoughts together, is. 
like to meet with a very indirrerent Reception 
from the Men of profound Erudition, and 
top Criticifm, who cut all their Compofitions, 
as the Ladies do Muflins, by the drawing of a 
Thread ; which however is commonly fiich 
poor nn&bftantial Stuff, that it is very apt 
to break between their Fingers. 

Besides thefe Diiad vantages common to 
all Writers of Effaysj there is another pecu- 
liar to us, who have taken upon us to diipenfe 
our Weekly Admonitions to the Publick; 
which, as it is a fufficient Apology for not 
being able to perform that Service lb effectu- 
ally as we could wi(h, and that I do not re- 
member to l^ave leen it any mpre thaq hinted 

at 
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at elfewjbere, I. (hall be at (bt^c 'pains fa t^is 
Paper to lay before my Kedders in the bcft 
Light lean. 

.1 T has beea obierved» that in all NatiQQS 
wbere*evef Wit^ Learoingi and Politeods 
have flourifliedy they have blazed out all at 
0OCC, and arrived to their Height in thecosn- 
pais of a few Years. A Conftellation of great 
Genius's has rifen together, and by mucuajytj 
imparting Light aeod Warnitfa to each och|ir^ 
fliined forth, with united Splendor and InflQ* 
ence. The Age of Socrates was famous |o 
Greece for producing a Race of great Meft 
eoiioent in Arms and Arts* After that th^rp 
was a vifible Declenfion ampng them ; aod 
tho (everal worthy Patriots, and good Authors, 
are to be found among the kter Gre^is^ 
yet they come infinitely ftort.of their Prede* 
ceiTbrs in that wonderfiU Ferttiicy af Inven- 
tion, Force of Imagination, and Dignity of 
Expreflion, which mve rendered their Worli^ 
the Admiration of all the fucceedit^ Ages, 
and are like to continue them fb to the end 
of Time. 

The jR^^^i^ Learning and Eloquence alio 
bad a very ihort Term of Duration. Their 
Height (eems to have begun in "Lucretiusy 
about the time oi Marius and Sylla^ and to 
have laded little longer than the Reign of 7/- 
berius. Cicero, znaLivy, Virgil, and Hor 
race^ who were the greateft» and moft juftly 
admired among the Jjotin Authors, were all 

Cotemporaries ; and wrote either at, or very 

near 
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near the fame time ; atid are all in their fere- 
ral Kinds inimitabk : Not to mention Cafar. 
Sallufi^ and many more, who floarifhed in 
the iame Age. le fecmed M if Natare had 
exerted her utmoft in prodkicing fuch an ex- 
traordinary Set of Men at once, and thereby 
render'd herfelf unable to continue the Sac* 
ceflioQ ; that warm Sunihine of Wit and Learn- 
ing being loan followed with a long and dii^ 
mal Winter of Ignorance and Barbarity, from 
whence the World drd not recover tHI after 
the Expiration of many Ages : daring which: 
time the Commonwealtfr of Learning was 
under the Tyranny of a dark and gloomy 
Generation of Monks and Friars^ a kind of 
Spmrual Locufts, that overfpread the whole 
Horizon, intercepted the fair Face of Heaven 
from Mankind; and not only ravifhed from 
them the Rewards of Arts and Induftry, but 
abolifhed the very Artstbemfelves: 

A T the Refforation of Learning, there ap- 
peared a noble and numerous Band of exalted 
Spirits, to animate add affift each other in 
that generous Undertaking, without whofe 
joint Endeavotrrs to refcae Mankind from 
Ignorance and Stupidity, it is highly probable, 
oor greateft P^ofideocy in Learning at this 
day had beentfhe Arc of compoftng RomAnces^ 
Reiigious or Amorous. But the More\ the 
Erafinus%, and the Bucbunatfs of that Age 
pat an end to that Strain ; and in the fpace 
of a few Years carried ufeful Knowledge and 
good Senle to a Pitch they had nor been at 

fince 
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iince the Days of Auguftus. That hiappy 
CoDJundioQ of fo many great Men, has de- 
rived to us mod of the Materials which the 
learned World have at prelent to work upon. 
Yet in a ihort time after there followed a. 
very great Degeneracy ; and the Spirit being 
evaporated, only the Caput M§rtuum remain^ 
ed behind^ which we have fince had parcelled 
out in the Writings of German Divines, and 
Dutch Commentators. 

Among ourfelves the Cafe has been pret- 
ty much the fame. We have had our alter- 
nate Periods of Learning and Ignorance, of 
Wit and DuUnefs, as well as other Nations. 
Whoever is converfant with the Englijh Wri- 
ters, cannot but have obferved, that the beft 
of them have commonly appeared together, 
and given us a luxurious, but fhort Repaft ; 
after which we had a long Interval of Penury 
and Starving. The laft remarkable Clafs of 
good Authors we have had, was a few Years 
ago, who improved our Tafte and Language 
to the utinou perfection they feemed capable 
of In compliance with our natural Impati- 
ence, and unwillingnefs to undergo any Fa- 
tigue for the fake of intelledual Attainments^ 
they chofe to reform us by degrees, and for 
that purpofe fenC abroad tneir Compofitions 
from time to time in fingle Sheets ; and exe- 
cuted their Defign fb happily, that from them 
we may date a new Mr a of the Britijh Learn- 
ing and Eloquence. Some of thofe excellent 
Men are gone to a better World, to enjoy 
, the 
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the Reward of their Virtue and generous La- 
bours for the Service of Mankind : and the 
reft of them, having done their duty in this, 
and received the Applaufes due to their Me* 
rir. feem to have retired from the Scene, and 
left the. Management of it to a new Set of 
Performers. 

From this Account it is eafy to fee, that 
our Readers ought hot to raife thehr Expe(3:a« 
tions too high from the Perfbns at prefent em- 
ployed in this Province. The warm Fit is over 
wirh the prefent Age ; and we ought to pre- 
pare for the cold one. Our immediate Pre* 
decefTors have foared top high for us to do 
any more than gaze on them at an humble 
diftance. Where it is impoflible to excel 
thofe who have gone before us, it is natural 
to fallinfinitely fliort. The Defpair of ever 
being able to equal fuch illuftrious Original 
damps all our Ambition, and check.s every 
Attempt to follow them. Add to this, that 
they have exhaufted moft of thole Subjects 
which are capable of making Writings at once 
entertaining and ufefuL We have only the 
Gleanings of their rich Harveft ; and there- 
fore our Readers muft not be furpriz'd, that 
we fbmetimes fet them a picking of Straws. 
To thefe Caufes we may impute that lament- 
able Dullnefs which is at prefent fb univerfally 
complained of. And as Dullnefs is ever infec- 
tious, we poor EjfayJFriters muft not pre- 
tend to be exempted from the common Cala- 
mity. To be dull with T^efign is a Pretence 

which 
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which will HOC bear Water ac |>refeac» when 
k is fo much owiog to Chmce^ if eyer we are 
otherwiie. 

I N Jttflice however to the karned World at 
|)ceieQC, it mofl: be owned, that it has latetjr 
produced ibme Performances of great Value 
and Ufefiilnefs, on very important S«bje^, 
particularly in MoiaUty. My ioteUigent 
Readers will quickly perceive^ that I have m 
my Eye thofetwo incosnparable Treatifes^ the 
Religion of Nature delineated^ and the Ivqni^ 
ry m$0 Beauty and Virtue ; Works which can- 
not fail: of Being efkemed while Mankiod! have 
any regard li^fi fot good Senfe, or ufefbl Know* 
kelge. Biitf alas! Produ<!!lions of this kimdgo 
but ill down witb the generality of Readers ; 
aoid a MifceilaocottS Writer who flioqttiat imy 
time fall liDto dilat Strain, would procmrelistle 
Thtfkks fot his Pains. And Works of Faoiqr 
which are ac^ way truly valuabfe, are M 
prefeni too fcarce, to warm us fiifficieady by 
their Influence. So that on the whole, con^ 
fidering the Chara<£ler of the Age we live ki, 
and the nmaerons Defects our Compo^tions 
neceflfaiEtly kboor under, we may apply every 
week to our Writiogs that liumorous Reflect 
tion which La Bruyere did once to his ; v If 
« they do' not take, we may wonder they 
^ ihould Qot ; but if they do take, we may 
< wtttider a& much how they fhoald/ 

1 amy &c. 
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N^ y^. Saturday, May 14, 1725. 

To HlBERNICaS« 
MagaumfrwemumpQitarum annus bic attulit. P 1 1 K< 

SIR, 

iUR Joumalijts have lately thought 
fit to commuaicate to the Publick 
feveral Tranlktioos of Odes from 
Horace. He is one Of the Authors 
of Antiquity who can never be too 
inach admired, for the Beauty and Variety of his 
Compofitions, the Delicacy and Juftnds of his 
RefleiSions, and the inimitable Art he has of 
always appearing new every time he is read ; 
being every where fb rich in Senfe, that 
we are perpetually making new Difcoveries 
in him, and may conftantly apply to him 
Miltoi^s Character of that noble Species of 
Writing, 

Where m$re is meant than meets the Ear. 

It is dierefore always with (ingular Plea- 
foe I obferve thofe worthy Attempts which 
are made to rc^nder into Englijh any Parts 
of fb great and ufefiil an Anchor. But at the 

Vol. II. D feme 
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fame time, confidering how many have beea 
baffled in it already, i am ready to tremble 
for the adventurous Perfon who undertakes to 
give us a Tranflation of the whole, as (eems 
to be the Defign of one or more of thole 
Gentlemen, whoie Specimens have been pub^ 
liflied*fome weeks fince in the London Jour- 
nal. 

I DO not pretend to Criticifm enough, to 
make a Judgment on thofe Performances* 
But this I cannot help thinking, that {q clofe 
and (crapulous a Tranflation of Horace as 
(eems to be there promiied, is what our 
Language will not bear. It is extremely dif- 
ficult, at once to preferve the Spirit and the 
Words of an Author. In endeavouring the 
former, we arc apt to fly off from his Mean- 
ing ; and in adhering too cloiely to the lat- 
ter, Ave are in equal danger of creeping after 
him in a fervile manner^ And truly I appre- 
hend this lafl; to be the worfe Error of the 
two : For, as my Lord Bacon obferves, in 
tranflating the Writings of Antiquity, the 
Spirit of the Original is apt to evaporate, 
unlefs a new Spirit be transfuied into them 
by the Tranflator. And certainly this Obfer- 
vation will hold much more in Poetical Pro- 
dubious ; there being greater realbn to fear» 
that a Tranflator fliould not be able to come 
up to the Poetry, than that he ihould mils 
the precife Meaning of his Original. A Rea- 
der at lead will be much better fatisfied with a 
Traoflation^ where the Author's Senfe is 

bcauti- 
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beautifully expreflcd, tho not exadly in his 
own Phrafe, than where it 1^ perhaps more 
truly reprefented, but in a dry and Ipiritlefs 
manner ; otherwiie we mud have had more 
Admirers of /fo^^^j's Tranflation of fl(?/»^r, 
than of Mr. Topers. 

In tranflating the two following Odes, I 
have endeavoured equally to ihun the Licence 
of an Itnitacion, and the Reftraint of a Lite- 
ral Verfion. You will readily perceive, that 
they cannot pretend an Exemption from Cen* 
(lire ; and indeed I am too lenfible of their 
Defedls, to dedre their Publication on any 
other account, than as they may excite 
others to vindicate, by their more excellent 
Performances^ an Author who has fuffered 
Injuries from fo many other Hands as well as 
mine ; that as in the Multitude of Jll Tranfla-^ 
tors, and Commentators, he has received great 
Injuftice, fo he may, (bme time or other, be 
relieved by the Numbers of thofe who have 
Strength aad Genius fufficient for it. If a 
good Tranllation of Horace is ever to be ex- 
peded, it muft be from (bme luch happy Con- 
jundion in his favour; for I fear much, it 
will always prove, as it has done hitherto, 
too hard a Task for any one Man. 

/ am^ S I R^ 

Tour very humble Servant, 

MUSOPHILUS. 

D 2 Horace^ 
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Horace, Bd&k LODE XXVIU- 

To Winds exp9s% and TU/5I& V ly ev\y Wave^ 
Denfd Mankind^ s tafi Privil^iSy a Grave^ 
See, tvhere thy poor Remains, Archytas, lie, 
Whofe mighty Mind once graffd both Earth and Sly ! 
Say then, what did^avaifthy nice Survey 
Of the wide TVorld, 'and far extending Sea ? 
Whxt did it boot^ that thou by Art cmdftfoat 
Jtteve the planets, and their Courfe explore ; 
Compute the awful Spaces where they roll. 
And with them travel r^und the radiant Pole ; 
Since all thy vafi JDifcov^ries epuld npt charm 
The Fates, orjbieldfrom Death's impartial Arm ? 

XHI S is the Fate aU Humane Kind muR Jhare-;- 
Tithon at laft is vanijh^d into Air 
While Tantalus, condemned to endlefs Woe^ 
Sits fretting in tH elufive Fhods below ; 
Whom Fortune once with ev^ty Blefftngflor^ d. 
And Gods themfelves vtmehfaf'dto grace his Board* 
Minos the Jujl has yielded too to Fate^ 
T^he Frieytd of Jove, and Partner of his State. 
And He, the Sage, whomymwithjufi Applaufe 
Will own beft shitted in Nature and her Lqws, 
Who by convincing Proofs bad made itplain^ 
Tl)at Souls withdraw but to return again. 
And Death* s detejled Empire o'er Mcankind 
Extends to Body OHly% not to Mind ; 
For ever now difmifs^d, m more furvives. 
To vouch his boafied Magaz^ine of Lives. 
Qne gloomy Night for all Mankind remains. 
And once we aHmufi tread the Jbadorvjy Plains, 
"Marsfweeps away th* ambitious Sons of Fame^ 
Who lofe their Being to acquire a Namei 
And greedy Sailors to their Ruin brave, 
Infearch of Treafure perijh in Hie Wave. 
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Tlbe cruel Fates to none Compajjionjbowy 

But Old ondTout^ withcut diftinHion go* 

What wonder then that I my.Fatejhouldfind 

On theje rough Shores^ from Winds and Waves cofHtin^df 

Tfi Tftayj kind Mariner^ nor let thj Hand 
Withhold the Tribute of the common Sand^ 
To cover up my whitening Bones^ wh.'ch lie 
To Seas expos d^ and an inclement Sky. 
For which good Office^ when the rifing Storm 
Shall fir ip the Woods ^ and AdriaV Gulf deform^ 
Amidfi the Tumult mayfi thoufafelyfleepy 
And Neptune ^«^r/3f thee thrifthe rolling Deep ; 
Nor gracious Jove be wanting to repay 
With Wealth thy Dangers in the watery Way. 
Biit iff proud Man^ the pious AEl youfcom^ 
Nor care your Offspring the NegleHJboud mourn. 
Expect the fame hard Fates to wait on thee^ 
TVhm thou dejpis^dy as I am mw^ jball he ; 
To thy cold Corps no friendly Hand come mar 
With Cyprefs Sbade^ or decently inter. 
My Execrations are not vainly lofi ; 
No offerings ffiaUappeafe my injured Gboft. 
Make no delays i the Task is quickly done; 
Thrice ftrow the Sand^ and thou art free to run. 

Bookn. ODE XVIII. 

^'T^IStrue^ my Cottage mean and low^ 
■■• Not bulk for Grandure^ btU for Eaje^ 

No Iv>y Cornices can Jhow^ 
Nor Ceilings wrought with Gold SJ^lays. 

No Cedar Beams for Tmf andStatey 
{To Nature Names conjeft unknown) 

Refofe their great andfrecious Weight 
On Tillars of the Parian Stone^ 

D 3 Not 
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Not drofd an accidental Heir 

Tojbme old Kinlefs Mifer's Means y 

No wealthy Vajfal's Gifts I wear^ 

Rich purple Vefis and Jweeping Trains^ 

But Virtue^ and a little Senfe 
Have fo endear" d me to the Greats 

That^ Thanks to bounteous Trovidence^ 
Nor have^ nor want I an EJiate. ' 

Bkjl in my little Sabine Field, 
ril neither Gods above imp lor e^ 

Nor^Jinceinfneaking Arts unskiWd^ 
Hang on my wealthy Friend for more. 

From T>ay to T^ay with equal Tace 
Our Jliding Moments fteal away ; 

Nor is the fleeting Moon^s Increafe . 
Ought but her "Progrefs to Decay ^ 

Tetyou, amused with airy Dreams^ 
Forgetful that the Grave is near, 

Arebujyd with your endlefs Schemes 
Offleafant Seats^ and Houfes here. . 

lihe Bounds of Nature for your Mind 
Too little fe em ^ andyou are poor ^ 

Unlefs the Ocean be confined 

T' enlarge your Borders on the Shore. 

Nay more, profanely you leap der 

Tour peaceful Neighbours antient Bounds^ 

Invade the weak Unfriended Toor, 
Andfeize hispatrimonialGrounds. 
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Expelled by you from their Abodes^ 
The tender Wife and Husband fiy ; 

In vain they invocdte their Gods ; 
In vain their helplefs Infants cry. 

And yet this dearly bought EJlate 
How quickly muji its Owner leave ? 

The wealthy Mifefs laji Retreat^ 
And fur eft Tortion^ is the Grave. 

What would you more 'i Impartial Earth 
Wraps in her Lap with equal Care 

The High and Low ; nor Royal Birth 
^referves its poor T^iftinttions there. 

Not all Prometheus* boafted Art 

Could ever fiirly Charon fway^ 
Nor Gold itfelf work on his Heart 

To waft him back into the T>ay. 

Yroud Tantalus and all his Rmc 
He holds in Chains ; the Royal Kin 

In vain implore the fmalleft Grace : 
Emph-e no Tatent has for Sin. 

Tet cairdy or not^ the Toor he hears^ 
And in his laft and painful ftr if e 

To his AJftftance ftraight repairs^ 
And carries offhisLoadofhife. 


D4 N«4jo. 
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N? 60. Saturday^ May 21^ 1726. 
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To the Author of the Dublin JourndL 
— — Hem^ vir vlro quid^rajiat ? Ter, 



SIR. 

H £ Philofbphers in all Ages have 
recommeoded to us the Knowledge 
of ourfelves as the beft and mod 
ufeful Study, and the Acquificion 
of it as the highefl: and dearefl: Evidence of 
Wifdom. Philofbphers however have not 
been always able to make good their own 
Claim to it* They as well as other Mea 
have fuffered themfelves to be too much 
guided by Appearances in this Science, no 
lefs than in others ; and have frequently had 
fo litde Wifdom, as to imagine themfelves 
the ible Proprietors of it, and to exclude all 
others from having any Ihare in it. This 
Error could only have proceeded from over- 
rating themfelves, or undervaluing the reft of 
Mankind : and pitber of thefe demonftrates 
the want of Self knowledge, fince the Worth 
of a Man is always to be eftiinated by com- 
paring it with that of others ; and it will be 
^untT, upon malting tb? Compariibn, that 

there 
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there is opt fudh a prodigious Difference in 
this matter among Men as we commonly are 
too apt to imagine. 

It happens a little ^ unluckily too, chat 
Philoibphical Minds are more apt to fell into 
this Miftake than others. For employing all 
their Time and Studies in general Specula- 
tions and abftrad Inquiries, they are fnut out 
from a partioilar acquaintance with Men and 
Things. So that knowing little befides them« 
feives, and their own Ideas, they are igno-r 
rant of all that Worth and Wiidom which 
may be abroad in the World ; and by that 
means beget in themielves a fond Belief of 
their being among the referved few who 
hare monopolized all ufeful Knowledge, and 
rational Notions. And this Circumftance, at 
tlie fame time that it is the occafion of many 
Learned Men being proud and podtive, is 
one of the befl: Arguments why they (hould 
be jttfl: the contrary. 

Nothing is moire likely to betray Men 

into a aiminal Condud towards their Fellow* 

Creatures than an imagined Superiority over 

them, either in natural or acquired Accom- 

pliihmeots. It fills them with unbecoming 

Notions, and unsociable Diipofitions towards 

tl^m. When we look on our Neighbours 

with Contempt, we (hall hardly forbear to 

treat them with Unkindnefs ; if it be not in- 

I deed Unkindnels and Injuftice too, to contemn 

Men at all» unlels upon clear Evidences of 

I thpir pifhot)9(ly aoa Wickednefs. For the 
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OpiDion of Worth being what all Men feek, 
and the Defire of it injurious to none, the 
PofTcflion of ^it is a real Good, which ougbc 
not to be taken from any Man, without the 
(Irongeft Convi(liion of his having forfeited 
it. Aifling any otfaerwife is making our- 
felves the only Standard of Wifdom and 
Merit ; and we may with as good a grace 
claim the Government of the Univerfe as our 
own undoubted Right and Privilege. This 
at lead is certain, that immoderate Self- 
Eileem, and Contempt of others as a more 
baic and unworthy kind of People, have 
been the true fource of Tyranny in all Ages 
and Nations of the World. And for this very 
realbn thofe wife and brave Northern People, 
to whom we owe the Origin of all the free 
Conllitutions now in Europe^ made it the 
firft part of their Polity, that the common 
Content (hould be the Rule of Government. 
But in regard that could not be always ob- 
tained, and the Capacities of the whole 
Community were fuppofed to be equal, to 
prevent the ill Conlequences of difiFerent 
Opinions, they all agreed, that the Mind of 
the Majority ihould uand for the Conlent of 
the Whole ; every Man wifely prefuming 
that the Wifdom of the greater Number would 
be more than that of the Lefs, apd confe** 
quently that there, would be greater Safety in 
following it. And hence perhaps it is, that 
our Parliaments have been ufually ftyled the 
Wifdom of the Nation. , However that be, 
r this 
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this is fare, that this Confiitution never was 
violated, or given Qp» without introducing 
Tyranny, and all the Calamities attending it. 

I F we look into the World, we ihali find 
but little reaibn for Men to be much exalted 
on any Account whatfbeven Providence 
has been exceeding careful in this reipe<3:« 
that all valuable Bleflings ihould be pretty 
equally diflributed among Men, in order to 
keep them in a mutual dependence one upon 
the other, and to fortify the Duties of Hu- 
manity by Coafiderations of Intereft. Thus 
no Man is rich enough to be abov^ the Fa- 
vour, nor great enough never to ftand in 
need of the Afliftance of others. And in 
point of Wifdom, the Difference among Men 
is ftill leis. Every Man feems to be fatisfied, 
that he has enough : and nothing can be a 
greater argument of the jequal Diflribution 
of any thing, than that all Men^ are content 
with their fliare of it. . , 

It is a common faying among Men of 
Letters, who have not been born to fome 
confiderable fhare of the Goods of Fortune, 
that the World is unequally divided. They 
imagine they are the only People of Merit 
in it, and confequently think themfelves ill 
ufed that any others ihould be richer in its 
external Enjoyments. This is the Ef!ed: both 
of great Prefiimption and great Ignorance ; 
Prefcimption, in thinking fo highly of them- 
felves, and Ignorance, in reckoning fo cop* 

tcmptibly of others. If Abilities are to be 

I ^ . edimatcd 


44 H I B E R N I c u s*5 Letters. 

eftimated according to their Efficacy in pro* 
moting either oar own Happinefs, or the 
publick Welfare, which (eems to be the moft 
reafcnable way of proceeding, it will not be 
found, that the odds lie on the fide of the 
greateft Wits, or the fineft Underftandings. 
There is a certain plain and beaten Road of 
thinking, which we call Experience, that 
dir€<%s ^en much better in the Affairs of 
Life, than the fine and airy Schemes of cu- 
rious and ipeculative Heads : and this fore 
of Knowledge is much oftner to be met with 
among the Mercantile or Mechanick World, 
than in the Cloiets of Philofophers. He is a 
wife Man, who chuies the bed Ends, and 
difcovers the fitteft Means for the accom* 
plifhment of them. Now, I think, it needs 
not much labour to prove, that as theAbeft 
End Men can purfue is their own Happinefs 
in conjundion with the Good of others, fb 
this End has at all times been much more 
ef{e<%ually purlued by Men of moderate Ta- 
lents and good common Scnfc, than by thole 
of greater Genius and clofer Refle<ftion, who 
have ufually too many things in view, and 
ftart. too much Game, to go luccelsfolly upon 
any one Scent. 

Besides, fince we know not how great 
Mens Abilities may be till they are tried, 
how can we know that thofe who have ^ever 
had leifure to apply themfelves to fcientific 
Difcoveries, might not have made as great' 
Advances in them as any others, had they 

ever 
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. ever made the Experiment ? A ProiSciency 
m Science or Literature, is not the only true 
Touchftone of a Man's Capacity. Domeftick 
AffmSy Trade and Commerce^ require as 
much Prudence and Sagacity, in order to 
their right Management, as it does Thot^hc 
or Invention, to trace the Nature of Things, 
or comppfe ibme elaborate Didertation on 
a Point ef abftra^l Knowledge, or critical 
Learning. And if the Uie to which Talents 
of any kind are applied, be of any moment 
in the Value of him to whom tbiey belong, 
they who employ them in iuch ufeful and 
honed Occupations, (eem to have a much 
fairer Title to our Elleem, than fuch as are 
wholly taken up in contemplative Exercifes, ' 
where all that is gained (erves only to gratify 
a vain Curiofity, or a luxurious Imagination. 
It is true, there are feveraJ Parts of Learn* 
ing which render Men exceeding ufeful and 
profitable Members of Society^ and which it 
is neceflary for the publick Good^ that fbn)C 
Men ihould be eminently skilled in. But 
what then? Is that an Argument^ that they 
who excel in fuch Arts Ibould look down 
with difdain upon other Members of the So- 
ciety, equally ufeful and neceifary as them* 
ielves ; and this only becaufe they want fome 
of thole Qualifications which it neither is 
poffible, nor would be convenient^ that all 
fliould be equal Sharers in P This is ibme- 
thing like the Conteft between the Belly and 
t|te other Members of the Human Body, in 

the 
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the famous Apologue, by the dextrous Ap* 

{>Iication of which Menenlus Agrippa al- 
ayed that terrible Sedition in the Roman 
State* when the People retired to the Mons 
Sacer. Far lels reafonable then is it, or be* 
coming in thofe who have only acquired the 
Knowledge of Arts which ferve for nothing 
but Curiofity and Amulement, to afTume to 
themfelves a fiiperior Air, and cry out Apage 
Vulgus ! to the reft of Mankind. 

Since the Temper and Difpofitions of 
' Men are {o extremely various ; fince thele 
are {o apt to biafs and prejudice us in our 
Inquiries after Truth ; (ince Objeds appear 
(b diflerently to different Minds ; fmce it 
is owned almoft impoflible that the &me 
Reafon fliould make the fame Impreflion on 
every Underftanding ; and fince the Adepts 
in all kinds of Science are every day making 
new Diicoveries, and rejeiSing Opinions they 
formerly held for certain and demonftrative : 
In a word, fince fbme or every out of theie 
Difficulties occur, more or iefs, in the way 
to true and real Knowledge, it feems our 
wifeft and fafeft courfe to be Iefs pofirive and 
dogmatical in our Decifions, and to put an 
end to thofe empty Wranglings and Difputes 
which have fo long plagued Mankind, made 
Bigotry a Science, and Perfecution a De- 
monftration. Even ibme who difclaim all 
Bigotry, and cry out moft againft Reftraints 
on the Reafon and Judgment of Mankind* 
can upon occafion fhew themfelves as opi« 

nionative 
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Bionative and obfttnate in the defenfe of their 
Tenets as the mod Orthodox of their Neigh- 
bours. And tho we have new Syftems of 
Infidelity aimed every Year, yet the prefcnt 
Scheme is always ftrid: Demondration ; and 
aH Gainfayers are a Set of defigning Hypo- 
crites, or hot-brainM Enthufiads, who have 
not the lead Claim either to common Ho- 
nedy, or common Senfe» You are deOred 
indeed to think with all Freedom ; but pray, 
let not this be underdpod to extend towards 
what thofe Gentlemen call Free-thinking ; 
that is a hitherto jhalt thou come^ and no 
farther. Every one who fhall dare to at- 
tack that (hall find, that Zeal and Reproach, 
Wrath and Perfecution, are nor confined to 
one fide of the Qucdion, but may indifferent- 
ly fervc to promote the Caulc of either Tyran- 
ny or Liberty, of Ignorance or Knowledge. 

And after all, what ihould we gain on a 
fiippoiition of the Truth of any of thofe 
Schemes which have been propagated with 
fb much Indudry, and with fb much Pro- 
fiifion of fklfe Learning, and unfeigned Zeal ? 
Why truly the valuable Privilege of knowing 
ourfelves to be very unhappy ; and we might 
fay, as Mr. Trior docs, in his Ode to the 
Jat€ Earl of Halifax^ 

If we fee rights we fee our Woes : 
Then what avails it to have Eyes ? 

From Ignorance our Comfort flows ; 
jind Sorrow from our being wife. 

These 
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These have beeo, and ever will be the 
Efleds of Meos over- valuing thcmieives oa 
account of their great Knowledge, and being 
pertinacious in defenle of their Opinioni{» 
Authority flows from Edeem, as Power from 
Domiqion ; (b that when once a Man comes 
to get an immoderate conceit of himielf, he 
will as naturally expe<3:» that others ihould 
fiibmit to his Judgment, as one who has « 
confiderable Stake in his Country does to 
have a Seat in Parliament, and ibme Influence 
on the Adminiftration of the publick Affairs. 
And how much this tends to weaken our 
good Dii^fitions; and make us breathe a 
contentious and tyrannical Spirit in all our 
Dealings with one another, I think has beefk 
luificiently fhewn already, and will be very 
obvious to Men of Senfe and Reflexion. 

I WILL clofe \r|th this fingle OUervar 
tion : Where Learning meets with a bene« 
volent Difpofition, which has been early 
under the culture of Humanity and good 
Breeding, it lets off every other Accom* 
pliibment with double advantage. But if 
on the other hand it l^ppens to fall tqpon 
ftony Grounds it only renders the Soil hard* 
er and coarfer, and produces Thorns^ where 
Nature only Jntenoed inoffenfive tVeeds^ 
In the one Cafe it makes quiet honeft Men, 
or elfe generous and undaunted Patriots ; 
and in the other, either a Generation of 
ihipid Pedants, or ' noiiy and impertinent 

Scioltfis. 
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Scwlifts. It has improved many good Tem- 
pers, but feldom, if ever, mended, a bad one. 

/ am J S.IjR^ Tbars^ &c. 

HlB&Rt^ICUSi 



N*^ tf I. Saturday^ May 28, 1726. 



To the Author of the Dublin JournaL 

> 

Ha tibi erunt artesy pacifqul^ imponere mererH, 
Parcere fuijeEliSy & debellare fuferbos. ViR. 

SIR, 

HE Defire of Conqueft, and 
Enlargenient of Territory, fecms 
to have been the governing Pat- 
(ion of the great Men of Anti- 
quity in all Ages, of \vhich we have any 
Accounts that can be depended upon. A 
Golden j4ge, an Arcadian State of pure 
Love, and perfedt Innocence, is a thing 
which never exifted but in the Imagination^ 
of Poets. And all the Rcafonings of Philo- 
fbphers againft immoderate Paflions, and ir- 
regular Purfuits of Objects foreign to our 
true Happinefs, have not been able to ex- 
tinguifli this powerful Inclination in the Hearts 
of thofe, who having been born to Greatnefe 
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aadi Eliipire, have looked ob themfelves as a 
iiipertor Species of Mortals, and confeqdeDtly 
obliged to diftinguifh themlelves from the 
reft of Mankitld by a Courfe of Actions 
which might beget Wonder and Aftonifhmenc 
id the Minds of all below them. 

Among the Heathens a revengeful and 
implacable Diipofition was efteemdd Oile of 
the trueft Charaders of a noble aiid elevated 
Soul : And to forgive an Injury, or even not 
to repay it with the moft exemplary Ven-, 
geance, the gtearcft degree of Bafeneis ind 
Pufillanimity. Courage was the Quality. 
which beyond all others entitled the PofTeflbr 
to true Glory. Fame, Command, and Dig* 
nity were in a manner appropriated to it. 
And Eloquence, With the other Arts of 
Peace, however cultivated in States which 
were already grown great and powerful, yet 
even there were accounted no more than fe- 
condary Accompliihments. But in all new- 
formed and rifing Societies they were totally 
negleded, and Ibmetimes the Study and 
PraiStice of them exprefly prohibited, as cri- 
minal and dangerous to the State. 

Christianity came into the World on 
purpoie to teach Men a purer and more ted* 
ned Morality, than they had been yet ate* 
quainted with. The forgiveneis of Injdrieft 
is a Precept almofl: ^peculiar to it ; and the 
Arguments for a fmcere and univerfal Bene- 
volence are placed in the ftrongdl Light, and 
enforced by the moft powerful Motives. 

It 
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It doe* not howerc^ appear, that all the 
Profeflbi^ off fhfsdi>rme and amiable Dodtrmc 
ftilly underftobd the Nature and Cottpafs of 
its Precepts. They indeed ftrongly inculca- 
ted the Dories 6f Mtn in coifamon Liffe, and 
ihewld how iriconfiftent Wrath and Refent- 
ment between private Perfons Wefe wkh the 
Chriftiatn Profeffion. The Cruelty and Bar- 
barity of the Spediacies in the Roman Amphi- 
theatres had filled their Minds with a joft Ab- 
horrence of fiich unnatural and wicked VtzGtu 
ces. And to decide Cdutroverfies by T>nel^ 
otfingk Combat^ was always held by them 
a6 imlaw^Eil and nmjiriftiiam. But with refeedl 
to pi^lick Matters, they had not the Ume 
good and juft Notions. The Wars, which 
their Emperors undertook cither for the fake 
of Qlory, oi the Enlargement of the Roman 
DGminion, were never condemned by them. 
Oh the contrary, they prayed for the Sue- 
ceis of tfaofe cruel and unjuft Enterprizes, and 
animated eath other to contribute to the De- 
ftradion and Slavery of their poor Neigh« 
bours. wh6 were endeavouring to free them- 
fdves fromf the Ufiirpacion and Oppreflion of 
^ Succefiion of the greatcft Tyrants and Mon- 
ilers that ever Heaven, in its Anger, had fent 
fbfth for the punifhment of Mankind. To 
fhtd a fingie Perlbn's Blood was held a great 
aoR} daiAnsMs Sin ; but to ky wade Kingdoms, 
and extirpate Nations, to gratify the brutal 
Pride and Barbarity of an Imperial Murderer, 
was not only innocent, but laudable and me- 
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ricorious. And toxhe (candal of the Chridian 
Name, there are yec Monuments upon Re- 
cord, wherein Fathers of the Church have 
boafted of their Zeal in promoting national 
Cruelty, at the fame time that they condem* 
ned every thing co;itrary to Jufiice ai^ Hu- 
manity among private Perfbns. 

How vain is CufioWy and how guilty Power ? 

Slaughter is lawful made by the Excefs 9 
Earth* s partial Lawsjufi Heaven mufi needs abhor^ 

Which greater^ Crimes allowj and damn the lefs \ 

Our Northern Anceftors, whom the-i?^* 
mans^ in their great Civility, were pleaied to 
term Barbarians ^ tho a much politer People 
than themfelves, if wife Conftitutions and 
good Laws be any Arguments of Politeneis ; 
did indeed take their M\ fwing of Revenge 
on the Roman Empire for the Iniblence and 
Oppreflion with which they had treated their 
Neighbours and Subjeds ; and presented this 
their Revenge with a greater degree of Fury 
and Ravage, than is perhaps to be met with 
eUewhere in Hiftory. At this time however 
they were all Heathens, and the Memory of 
the Roman Cruelties and ExadMons continued 
yet frelh upon their Minds. But afterwards, 
when they had fettled themfelyes in their 
new Conquefis, they foon difcpvered more 
native Wifdom and Goodnels, than any who 
bad gone before them. And upon their^ em- 
bracing of Chriftianity, they fliewed, that they 
entered farther into the Genius and Spirit of 

* Sir William Davenant* 
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it, than their more refined Predeccflbrs. Tho 
they were all of a warlike Temper, yet they 
had inch a Senfe of the Calamities and Mifery 
which War brings upon Mankind^ that they 
made it their ftudy to prevent it, if poffibic, 
for the future, or at lead hinder it from 
raging, fb long and fo cruelly as it bad done 
• in the former Ages of the World. For this 
purpole, they not only formed their Confii- 
tutions, fb as to prelerve the Liberties of eve- 
ry particular Society from the Encroachments 
of their own Princes, but reftrain'd the Power 
of Princes in fiich a manner as rendered it ex- 
tremely difficult, if not impoflible, for them 
to extend their Conquefls very far, and ered: 
fuch formidable Empires as fome other Na- 
tions had done. Tne Conquefts they made 
were cantoned out into a great number of 
States and Principalities. And the Power being 
thus divided, no fingle Potentate was able to 
dtflurb the publick Tranquillity, without be- 
ing (bon brought to Reafbn by his next 
Neighbours. Or if any one of them hap- 
pened to grow too powerful for his next 
Neighbours, this ifTued in Alliances of confi- 
der^le Numbers of them, to check an Ambi- 
tion which threatned the Safety of them al). 

This feems to have been the Original 
of what has been called of late Years the 
Ballance ofTower^ the Prefervation of which 
has been k> much the Care of all our beft and 
wifeft Princes. To it wc owe, that Wars 
are now^a^days neither fb long, nor fo bloody 
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as they were wont co be in former Ages, as 
every one knows who is the leaft converfanc 
in Hlftory. It is this, which ji^s t^aniilv^c) 
falfe Notions of Xjlory a»d Renqwa from 
among moil Nations in Eurof€j and turned 
Mens Minds to Trade, Commerce, Agti-r 
culture, and other honed: and indpftrious 
Arts of Life. It is this, that keeps afp^ring 
ajid ambitious Princes in awe of their Neigh^ 
hours ; and not only hinders the ^croaclf- 
ments of Nation upon Nation, but preleryes 
very often the Freedom of States withifj 
themfelves. For whenever a .Prince grows 
^bfolute at home, it immediately ilirs up the 
Jealoufy of his Neighbours, and prompts 
them, from a Principle of Self prefervation, 
to unite againft him. 

H E N c E We may obferve the mutual De- 
pendence there is between this Ballance of 
Tower among different States, and the Liber- 
ties of the People in every particular State, 
- and how they tend to preferve and ftrengthea 
each other. Free Nations are not very fond 
of making Conquefts and Depredations on 
their Neighbours, both from a Principle of 
Frugality, and becaufe they well know, that 
foreign Acquifitions only ferve to aggrandize 
the Prince, and enable him, if ft) inclined, 
more effedually to make himfelf Matter pf 
his People. And on the other hand, where 
the Ballance of Tower is pretty well eQa- 
blilhed among the neighbouring States, Prin- 
zes are not under fuch ftrong Temptations to 

attempt 


HIBERNICUS5 Letters, jj 

attempt aqy thing againft their own People, 
baying none of thofe grand Defigns to ferve 
by it, which ambitious Princes conceive upon 
obfcrving the Weaknefs of theifr Neighbours. 
Accordingly we find, that ever fince cheDe* 
denfion of the Roman Empire, all the Strug- 
gles which have been made for reviving" a new 
Empire in the fVeftern parts of the World, 
have proceeded from aolblute Princes, and 
the Scheme has been as often defeated by the 
Union of thofe States which enjoyed a greater 
fliare of Freedom. Charles V. Solyman the 
Magnificent, Lewis XIV. Charles XII. of 
Sweden^ and Teter late Czar of Mufcovy^ 
all fucceflively purfued the Project of an Uni- 
verial Monarchy, and were all abiblute in 
their own Dominions. Nor can we conceive, 
humanly ipeaking, what could have hindered 
them from carrying their Point, had it not 
been for the early Coalition of the neighbour- 
ing States, to give a timely check to the 
Growth of their exorbitant Power. 

Th^se Obfervations ferve to fhew the 
Jnftice, and the Neceflity of entering into 
War for the Prefervatiop of the Ballance of 
^ower^ even before Hofiilities committed, 
or a(^ual Injuries done by the Potentate 
grown too great for his Neighbours. The 
Kings of England who make any Figure in 
Hiftory, have conftantly purfued this Maxim. 
Henry VIII. who, if be was not one of the 
bcft, was certainly one of our wifefl Princes, 
by ileadily adhering to it, not only preferved 
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his own DoQiinions in Peace during his whole 
Reign, bi|t contributed much to the Happi- 
pefs and Tranquillity of all Eutof^. His re- 
powned Daughter, Queen Elizabeth^ went 
in the fame Track, and has the BlefSngs of 
many Nations following her for it to.thisDay. 
And none of oqr Princes have ever deviated 
ftom it, whq were nqt either very weak, or 
guided by other Views than the publick Tran- 
quillity, pr the Eafe, Happinefs, and Liberty 

pf their own People*, 

Wt have a Monarch at prefent on the 
Throne, who during the whole Courfe of his 
Keign, has conflantly purfued ^tbeie wife and 
generous Coupf^ls. And we have reafon 
tp blefe God for a Prince of a Genius fo 
iuited to the Intereft and Temper of the Peo- 
ple ov(;r whom he is placed. His Sword is 
pever drawn to (catter Wrath and Defblation 
^qapqg his harmiei^ and unoifTepdiog Neigh- 
bours, but to avert thofe Calamities from 
them all, and hinder any on^ aipirtog Man 
from making himfelf an univerfal Oppreflbn 
This is indeed the way to true Glory ; but it 
is not making Glory the Motive to A<ftion. 
War itfelf lofes all its Terrors, and becomes 
amiable, when carried on for fuch wife and 
good Purpofes. Humanity, as well as Ju- 
llice, f^ndifies the taking up of Arms in 
fo virtupus a Caqle ; and qvcry one who 
goes out to Battle, may refled with Pleafure, 
?h4t he is not carrying on the Cauf^. ofVa^ 
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nity or Ambition^ or fighting only for Landsy 
or for Laurels \ bur that he bears in his 
Hand the Intercft of his C O U N T R Y, 
fupports an Empire of Laws and Reafbu, 
in oppoiition to brutal Force and abfolute 
Will, vindicates the Rights ofNatiens, and 
contends for the Welfare and Happinefs of 
Mankind. 

What a Panegyrick is it on the Britijh 
Nation^ that they have been {o long and ^o 
often not the Arbiters only, but the Defen- 
ders oi Europe i And how fhould it animate 
them to continue Hill ib, to confider, that 
they thereby perpetuate their own Happi- 
nefs, and prefer ve that precious LIBER* 
T Y, purchafed at fb much expence of Blood 
and Treafure ? The Efforts making at pre- 
fent, not only procure us the Bleflings of 
many neighbouring States, but tend to ie- 
cure to us our own happy Confliturion. If 
the prefent Crifis of Affairs fhould determine 
in a War, we h^ve the Satisfaction to know, 
that it is not for the fake of Rapine^ Bloods 
Jhed^ or Conqueft^ but to avert thofe very 
Evils from ourfelves, and many others. The 
antie^it Heroes ufed to animate their Sol* 
diers, when they came to an Engagement, 
with the airy Im^inations of Victory^ Fame^ 
7)omnion^ and Empire. Thefe are poor 
and fordid Confideracions, in comparifon of 
thofe which arm a Nation in defence of 
the Injured and Oppreft, The one infpire 

only 
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only a faife Bravery, the other a true and 
hcroick Virtue. BRITONS, methinks, 
need no other Argument to urge their Refblu« 
tion, than to fee the Ngvies of their Coun- 
try ipread over the Face of the Deep, grant- 
ing Peace and Proted:ion to the Innocent 
and the Peaceable, and (peaking Terror and 
Defiance to the Tyrant and the Invaden 
And to fortify a Virtue railed from iucb 
pure and nob|e Motives, they have only 
to imagine the Genius of the Britijh Em^ 
pire addreffing them in the Language of 
CATO. 

Rimembery O my Sons, the Laws, andR^hts, 
T%egctterms Plan of P&w*r delivered down 
From Age to Age, by your renown d Forefathers ; 
(So dearly bought, the Price offo much Blood) 
let it never ferijb in your Hands ! 
But fioufly tranfmit it to your Children. 

I am, S I R^ 

Tour very humble Servant^ 

HiBERNICUS. 
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N^ 62. Saturday y June j^^ 1725. 
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To HlBERNICaS. 
'Des nominis hujus honor em. H o a* 



SIR, 

O U have fo often obliged me ia 
this way already, that I b^in to 
think myielf entitled to a Place io 
your Paper, from a Right of Pre- 
icription. What I now fend yop, 
has a Claim to it for a much better Reafon. 
The following Pieces are the genuine Remains 
of a reverend Gentlenjan, whofe Writings 
have been received with univerfal Applaud. 
How theie came to mUs a Place in the printed/ 
CoUedion of his Works, I know not ; but 
fure the Publick ought not to be deprived of 
theni, nor any other Produdlion of Co de« 
ierving and excellent a Perfbn ; tho I am in- 
formed, there are a good many other Pieces 
of the fame Hand, wnichhave never yet feen 
the Light. 

/ amf SI Ry 

Tour very humble Servant^ 

MUS0PHILUS« 

PIETY, 
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PIETY, or the VISION- 

^'TTl JVA S when the Night injtlent Sable fled, 
^ JL Jf'hen chearful Morning fprung with rifing red 
When Dreams and Vapours leave to croud the Brain, 
And beft the Vifion draws its heavenly Scene ; 
^was theny as flumb\ing on my Couch Hay^ • 
A fudden Splendor feem*d to kindle Day, 
A Breeze came breathing in a fweet Perfume, 
Bhwn from eternal Gardens, filVd the Room ; 
And in a ^oid of Blue, that Clouds invefi. 
Appear d a Daughter of the Realms of Reft ; 
Her Head a Ring of golden Glory wore. 
Her honour d Hand the f acred Volume bore^ 
Her Raiment glifl'ringfeem^d a Silver White, 
And all her fweet Companions Sons of Light. 

STRAIGHT as Igazjd, my Fear and Wonder grew. 
Fear barrd my Voice, and Wonder fixd my View ; 
When lo f a Cherub of the Jhining Croud 
That fai^d as Guardians in her Az,ure Cloud, 
Fand the foft Air, and downward feemd to glide. 
And to my Lips a living Coal apply' d, 
^hen while the Warmth on all my Pulfes ran, 
mffufing Comfort y thus the Maid began. 

* WHE R E glorious Manfims are prepared above, 

* T^he Seats of Mufick, and the Seats of Love ^ 

* Thence I defcendy and PIE TY my Name, 

* To warm thy Bofom with celefiial Flame^ 

* To teach thee Praifes mix*d with humble Prafri, 

* And tune thy Soul to fing Seraphic Airs* 

* Be thou my Bard>* A Viol herejhe caught, 
{An AngeTs Hand the Cryfial Viol brought) 
And as with awful Sound the Word was faid. 
She poured a f acred UnEiion on my Head; 

Then thus proceeded : * Be thy Mufe thy Zeal, ^ 

* Dare to be good^ and all my Joys reveal* 

t While J 
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IVbile other Pencils fiattWiug Forms create^ 

And faint the gaudy Plumes that deck the Great ; 

While other Pens exalt the vain Delight^ 

Whofe wakeful Revel wakes the depth of Night ; 

Or others fiftly Jing in idle Lines 

Hew Damon courts^ or Amaryllis Jbines ; 

More wifely thoufeUB a Theme Divine^ 

Fame is their Recomfence^ hut Heaven is thine. 

^ DESPISE the Raptures of difcorded Fsre, 

Where IVine, or PaJJion, or Applaufe infpire 

Low reftlefs Ufe^ and Ravings torn of Earth, 

Whofe meaner SuijeSis fpeak their humble Birth, 

Like working Seas, that^ when hud Winters blow, 

. Not made for rifing, only rage below* 

Mine is a warm and yet a lambent Heat^ 

More laftiiigftill, as more intenfely great. 

Produced where Pray*r, and Praij€,and Pleafure breathe^ 

And ever mounting whence it Jhot beneath- 

Unpaint the Love, that hov\ing over Beds, 

From glittering Pinions guilty Pleafure Jheds ; 

Reflore the Colour to the golden Mines 

With which behind the feather d Idol Jbines ; 

To flovfry Greens give back their native Care, 

"The Rofe and Lily, never bis to wear ,• 

To fweet Arzbisifend the balmy Breath i 

Strip the fair Flejh, and call the Phantom, Death} 

I£s Bow be fabled oer, his Shaft the fame. 

And fork and point them with eternal Flame. 

^ BUT urge thy Porprs, thine utmofi Voice advance. 

Make the loud Strings againfi thy Ftngers dance ; 

^Tis Love that Angels praife, and Men adore, 

^Tis Love Divine that asks it all and more. 

Fling back the Gates of ever-^blaz^ing Day, 

Pour Floods of liquid Light to gild the Way ; 

And all in Glory wrapt^ thro* Paths untrod 

Purfue the great unfeen Defcent 0/ G O D. 

Hail the meek Virgin, bid the Child appear, 

t The Child is GOD, andcallhim JESUS here. 

^ * He 
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* He comes ^ hut where to reft ? A Manger nigfj^ 

* Make the Great Being in a Maimer lie ; 

* Fill the wide Sl^ with Ahgeli on the fi/ii^^ 

* Make thoufdnds gaze^ and mdke ten thoufaridjing ; 

* Let Men affliEi hirh^ Men he came to fav€y 

^ And fiill affliSi him till he reach the Grave; 

* Make him refigriA^ his Loads of Sorrow meet, 
^ Andme^ likeMstrf, weep beneath his Feet i 

^ ril^ bathe my T'reffes there, my Prayers rehearfe^ 

* And glide in Flames of Love along thy Verfe. 

^ A H! while I /peak, I feel my Bo/oni fwell^ 
^ My ^.aptures fmother what I long to tell. 

* 'Tis GOD ! a prefent GOD ! Thro' cleaving Ait 

* I fee the Throne, and fee the ]^S US there 

* Placed on the Right, He Jhews the Wounds he bore, 

* (My Fervours oft have won him thus before) 

^ How pleased he looks ! My IVbrds have reached his Ear ; 

* He bids the Gates unbar, and calls me near* 

S HE ceased. T'he Cloud on which fl)efeem*d to tread^ 
Its Curls unfolded, and around her Jpread ; 
Bright Angels waft their Wings to raife the Cloud, 
. Andfweep their Ivpry Lutes, and fing aloud \ 
*The Scehe moves off^ while all its ambient Sky 
Is turnd to wondrous Mujick as they fly j 
And fojt the fweUing Sounds of Mufick grow. 
And faint their Softnefsy till they fall below . 

MT downy Sleep the Warmth o/Phabus broke. 
And while my Thoughts were fettli}ig\ thus I fpoke. 
T%ou beauteous Viflgn ! on the Soul imprefs'd. 
When mofl my Reafon would appear to reft, 
^7was fure with Pencils dipt in various Lights 
Some curious Angel limned thy f acred Sights ; 
From blaTiing Suns his radiant Gold he drew. 
White Moons the Silver gave, and Air the blue, 
ril mount the roving Winds expanded Win^, 
And feek the f acred Hill, and Light to fmg \ 
CT*is known in Jewry well) fll make my Lays 
Obedient to thy Summons, found with Praife. 

^ • Bvr J 
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BVT ftill I feavy unwarrnd with holy Flame ^ 
I take for Truth the Flatt'ries of a Dream ; 
And barely wijb the w$ndrous Gift I boaft^ 
And faintly praBife what deferves it mofi, (difplays 

IND ULGE NT LORD 1 whofe gracious Love 
Joy in the Light y and fills the Dark with Eafe ; 
Be thisy to blefs my Days, no Dream of Blifs ; 
Or bey to blefs the Nights y my Dreams like this. 


3 A C C H U S. 

AS Bacchus ranging at his lei/kre 
-" 0//V Bacchus, King ofTleafute !) 
Cbarvfd tkfi wide World with T)rink and 
And all his thoufand airy Fancies y {^ances^ 
Alas I he quite forgot the while 
His fofd^rite Vines in ht^osljk. 

THE God, returning ere they dfd^ 
Ah ! fee myjoUy Fauns, he cry^d^ 
The Leaves hut hardly born and red^ 
And the bare Arms for Tity Jpread : 
The Be aft s afford a rich Manure ; 
Fly^ my Boys^ to bring the Cure ; 
Up the Mountains^ o^er the Vales^ 
Thro' the fVoods^ imd down the ^dks ; 
For this, if full the Clujier grow^ 
Tour Bowls Jhall doubly overflow. 

SO chear'd^ with more officious Hafle 
They bring the Ulung ofev^ry Be aft ; 
The Loads they wheel, the Koots they bear^ 
They lay the rich Manure with Care ; 
fVhik oft he calls to Labour hard^ 
And names as oft the red Rewards 

1 • The 
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THE Plants refrejh^d^new Leaves appear^ 
The thickening Clufters load the Tear ; 
^he Seajbn fwiftly fur fie grew^ 
The Grafes hung dangling deep with blue. 

A VINETART>rtfe, dT>ay ferent 
Now C0dls them all to work again. 
The Fauns thrd^ every Furrow Jhoot \ 

To load their Flaskets with the Fruit ; 
And now the Vintage early trodj 
The Wines invite the jovial God. 

ST ROW the Rofes, raife theSohg, 
See the Mafter comes along ; 
Lufiy KtNtljoin'd with Laughter, 
Whim and Frolick follow after : 

The Fauns afde the Vats remain 

Tojhow the Work^ and reap the Gain. 
A L L around J and all around 

They fit to riot on the Ground ; 

A Vejfeljlands amidji the Ring^ 

And here they laughs and there they fing j 

Or rife a jolly jolly Band^ 

And dance about it Hand in Hand ; 

^ance about, and Jh out amain y * . 

Then fit to laughs and fing again. 

Thus they drinks and thus they flay 

The Sun^ and all their Wits away. 
BUTy as an antient Author fung^ 

The Vine^ manured with ev^ry ^ung^ 

From ev'fy Creature ftrangely drew 

A Twang of brutal Nature too ; 

^Twas hence in drinking on the Lawns 

New Turns ofHHm(^urs feiz^d the Fauns* 

3 HERE 
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HE R E one was crying out, by Jove ! 
Another, Fight me in the tjrove ; 
This wounds a Ftiend^ and that the Trees ; 
The Lion's Temper reigned in thefe. 

A NO THE R grins, and leap about ^ 
And keeps a merry fVorld of Rout ^ 
And talks impertinently free. 
And twenty talk the fame as he ; 
Chatfring^ airy, idle Kind : . 
Tbefe take the Monkey Turn of Mind. 

HE R E one, thatfaw the Nymphs which ' 
To peep upon them from the Wood, {.Jioodf 
Steals off to try if any Maid 
Be lagging late beneath the Shade : 
While loofe Tiifcourfe another raifes 
In naked Nature* s plainefi ^hrafes. 
And ev*ry Glafs he drinks enjoys^ 
With change ofNonfenfe^ Luft, and Noife ; 
Mad and carelefs, hot and Vain : 
Such as thefe the Goat retain. 

ANOTHER drinks and cap it up^ 
And drinks^ and wants another Qup\ 
Solemn^ Jilent, and fedate^ 
Ever long^ and ever late^ 
Full of Meats J and full of Wine : 
This takes his Temper from the Swine. 

HE RE fome who hardly feem to breathe^ 
T^rink^ and hang the Jaw beneath^ 
Gaping^ tender y apt to weep : 
Their Natures altered by the Sheep. 

*TWA S thus one Autumn all the Crew 
{If what the Poets fay be true), 

Vol. II. F- While 
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While Bacchus made the merry Feafi, 
Inclin'd to one, or other Beaft : 
And Jince, 'tis faid, for matty a MUe 
He Jpread the Uines of Lesbos IJle. 


N° 63. Saturday, June n, 1725. 

To the Author of the TktbUn JoumaU 

Accedat hue fuavitat qitadam ofortet fermotaim, ntque 
morumt haudquaquam mediocre condimentum ami- 
citia. T u L I- 

SIR, 

H E Art of pleafing in 0>Dverft- 
tion, as ic is one of the moft dif- 
ficultly acquired, fo is it one of the 
' ufefiilkfl: Accomplilhmencs a Man 
can be mailer of. It is our Duty 
as well as Intcrcft to aim at rendering ourfclves 
agreeable to other Men. And tho it is in 
Converfation that Men have the greateft Op- 
portunities of becoming fo, yet there we com- 
inonly find the gieateft and molt ihameful 
Inflances of their making themfelves otber- 
wiie ; there being no part of Life which has 
produced more Heart-burnings, Animofities, 
and DifTenfions among Men tnao this, which, 
according co the Imentioa of Nature, and 
under 
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under right Managemeut, is capable of pro- 
curing us fo miich Eafe and Sacisfaifiioo. 

N o doubt but there may be^ and are Rules 
. which may be of great ufe for regulating our 
Condud: in this Particular. But it is extreme* 
ly difficult, if not impoflible, to eftablifh any 
io general, as to reach all the Cafes which 
may happen ; and at the fame time {6 plain, 
as to make the Application of them eafy 
on any Emergency. The Humours of Men 
are lubjed; to too much Variety, to be brought 
ander any one Method whereby we may 
adapt ourlelves to them ; and thefe Hmnours 
oper^e fo differently, according to the diffe- 
rent Circumftances of Times, Places, and 
Per(bns, that it muft be left to every Man's 
own Prudence and Obfervation how to be- 
have in a multitude of Cafes. 

This however ought not to difcourage us 
from endeavouring to lay down Rules for our 
Behaviour in a Matter of fo much Importance 
to us* Tho we cannot provide againft every 
Accident which may happen in Converfation, 
yet we may againft fomc of the moft confi- 
derable. However out of our power it may 
be to pleafe every one with whom we con- 
verfe, one would think it ihould not be hard 
to avoid the Error of difpleafing. To know 
aU things requifite is perhaps the privilege of 
no Man ; but few are ignorant of (uch as arc 
dangerous. The way to Truth and Right is 
but one, while Errors and Miftakes are in- 
numerable. The greateft degree of PerfecSioa 

F 2 there- 
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therefore we can hope for in moft human 
Adions is, that they fliall not be hurtful : 
and confequently the beft way of teaching 
Men their duty in ftich ^ Cafes is, inftead of 
laying down pofitive Rules and Axioms, to 
point out fbme of the moft dangerous and 
criminal Miftakes, which they are apt to fall 
into ; it being much eafier for the mofi part 
to difcover wherein we do amifs, than to 
aflign after what manner we may demean 
ourielves perfedly right. 

The greateft and commoneft Weakneft 
Men carry into company with them is mea- 
liiring all Rcafon by their own ; which is 
not only an Incroachment on the comfaon 
Right of Mankind, but defeats every End 
a Man can propofe by convcrfing with others. 
For it difcovers too much Pride and Arro- 
^ gance, to gain the good-will of the Compa- 
ny, and makes a Man too iufficient to re* 
^ ceive any improvement from them ; nothing 
being ^o likely to keep a Man from Know- 
ledge and Wifdom, as thinking he has them 
already ; agreeable to the Nature of all Con- 
tentmedtj which conftantly ftifles the Defire 
of any more Riches. And fince thefe two 
are the only Advantages any realbnablc Man 
can cxped from Converlation, whoever wduld 
bestrue to himfelf, ought to banilh, if poffi- 
ble, a Dilpofition fo 'little adapted to re- 
ceive ihtm. 

Near 
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Near akin to this Infirmity is the pc- 
dantick Humour of dcfpifing all Subjeds of 
Converfation but what arc agreeable to 
our own turn of thinking* and wherein we 
have Ipent much Time and Study- A Law- 
yer of this Caft is eternally for putting of 
Cafes, and thinks his Time loft in any Com* 
pany, wherein the Difcourle turns not upon 
the Laws of the Land. . A Phyfician will 
jjever be eafy till he has talked the whole 
Company iick, upon his darling and only 
ufeful Topick of Health. The Mathema- 
tician expeds Demonftration for every thing 
iaid, and reckons them a let of very foper- • 
ficial Fellows who can pais an Evening toge- 
ther without talking of fomething of which 
they may be abfblutely certain* The Gen- 
tlemen of the Belles Lettres look on all 
Converfation as dull and infipid, which does 
not relate to the Refinement of Tafte, and 
Propriety of Speaking or Writing ; aS if the 
only End of Letters were to arrive at a Per- 
fection in ufing them. And on the other 
band, the Philoibpher imagines every thing 
ufeleis and trifling, which does not clear up 
ibme general Propofition, or eftablifli a fa- 
vourite Notion ; and makes the whole Bu- 
iincfs and. Pleafure of Life to confift in rea- 
fbning and dtfcourfing about it. All People 
of this Complexion are too particular to give, 
and coo delicate to receive Pleafure in com- 
mon Converiation. They pretend to be too 
much f efised beyond others, to participate 

F 3 in 


7© HiBERNicusi Letters. 

in their Satisfadions ; and are no more fit to 
come into mixt Company, than fplenetick 
People into the open Air. They expert too 
much from Society, and fb cannot fail of 
being difappointed when they come into it. 
And as all Difappointments create Chagrin, 
and Chagrin is ever infe<9:ious, it is no won- 
der that Perfons lb nice and tender ihould 
render themfelves generally difagrceable to 
thofe with whom they converfe. 

I F Men conliilt either their own Eafe, or 
the Satisfadlion of their Company, they will 
find it neceffary to yield to the prevailing 
•Humour, whenever it is innocent ; and join 
in Difcourfe, without refleding feverely oH 
its Ufefulnefs or Importance. It is much 
more important to comply with a Company 
in things indifferent, and thereby prderve 
their good Humour, than to interrupt tfadr 
chearful and friendly* tho perhaps trifling. 
Converfation, under pretence of iqibrming 
their Judgment, and improving their Minds. 
BeHdes that it is an Argument of a great as 
well as good Mind, that it can accommodate 
itfelf to a variety of Circumftances, and ei- 
'ther bend, or relax itfelf as there is occafion. 
Such a Difpofition will make a Man eafy 
and acceptable in all Companies, and enable 
Jiim to draw both Entertainment and In- 
ilrudion from the Difcouries of honeft un- 
learned Men, as well as from thofe of greater 
Knowledge and Underflanding ; whereas a 
falfe Delicacy expofes a Man to more Unea- 

iineis 
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(inefs than Nature ever meant him^ and de- 
prives him of a thouiand Advantages and 
Plcafiires in Society, which Minds left em- 
barafTed are open to receive. And tho to 
Men of Genius and Speculation it may feem 
low to difcourfe upon common Affairs, yec 
it enlarges our Knowledge much more than , 
reafoning upon general Principles, and the 
Nature of Things, where every Inquiry en- 
grofles our whole thoughts, and fhuts every 
thing elfe out of our Minds. And if we 
compare the two with a view to the ten- 
dency each has, either to enlarge our Bene- 
volence and Regard for our Company, or to 
lefTen our overweening Conceit of out 
felves ; I fanfy there will be little occafion 
to difpute on which fide the Advantage lies : 
the ulual Efieds of the one being a tenacious 
Struggle for Vidory, a high Efleem of our 
own fuperior Underftanding, and a ftrong 
Contempt of our Antagonifts, not to men- 
tion the Clamour, and fbmetimes Quarrels 
which are apt to dart up when People are in 
full cry of an Argument ; while the* other, if 
it does no great Good, is (eldom attended 
with much Hurt, which, in the prefent Cir- 
cqmflances of human Affairs, is the bed that 
can be faid of mod things. 

Another Error in Converlation^which has 
produced many ill Confequences, and feldom 
fails to put Company into diforder, is the 
buffooning Humour of running in]Co ex* 
ceilive Strains of Mirth and Pleaiantry. 

F A This 
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This in fome proceeds from a miftaken No- 
tion of pleafiog. They find Laughter to bo 
an agreeable Senfation themfelves, and fa arc 
willing to communicate the Pleafure to o- 
thers, But it is very certain, that as Pea* 
pie feldom laugh when they are mod pleafed, 
ib they are not always well pleafed when 
they laugh mod. For this reafon boiflirous 
Mirth is conftantly looked upon as Clow- 
niihnefs and Ruflicity in all civil and well* 
bred Companies. However, tho it fkcms to 
be pretty much agreed, that the violent 
Agitation itfelf is indecent and unmannerly, 
yet there has not been due care taken to 
baniih out of Converfatioo that which ex- 
cites it. For Satire and Ridicule, which are 
the main Provocatives to Laughter, ftill 
keep their ground among us, and are rec- 
koned the cnief Embelliihments of Difcourfe 
by all who aim at the Character of Wits. 

H B mull b^ve had little Acquaintance 
with Mankind) who fees not how pernicious 
this petulant Humour has been. And if we- 
reflect on the Principle it procectds from, we 
mud conclude it an immoral and unmanly 
fbing to indulge it. Want of Reverence 
towards one another is the firA Inlet to e- 
very thing uufbciable ; and no Man can 
ridicule another without failing in point of 
Reverence. Add to this, that in ridiculing 
any Perfon, we always make a Comparifbn 
between bis Weaknels and our own Supe- 
riority, 9nd confequently exprefs Pride and 
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lU-nature at once ; which two things render 
a Man very difagreeable to all he converfes 
with. 

Wh o e y ek defires to conciliate the Good- 
will and Eileem. of Mankind, mud endea- 
vour to weed this out of his Converfacion 
as much as ppnible. Tho it pafTes now 
under the modeft and plaufible Name of 
Raillery^ yet every body knows, that it 
was originally Railing, whidi becaufe no 
body would take without Blows, Men of 
more Wit than Courage made this Improve- 
mentupon it, the more effedually to hurt 
others, and fecure themfelves* The Injury 
therefore is now the greater, as it is monre 
artfully concealed ; and coniequently thofe 
that find themlelves injur'd will conceive the 
greater and keener Refentment of it, and 
look about for the fureft and (ilenteft Me- 
thods of Revenge. The mod benevolent 
and honeft Difpoficions will fooneft take fire 
upon Occafions of this nature, nothing be- 
ing (b grievous to them as to be leffened in 
the Efteem of tfaofe they love, and no 
People being more expoied than they to 
fuch Infults ; their Blemiihes refembling the 
Scars of a beautiful Face, which are always 
more remarkal^le than the regular Features, 
and the conflant Marks that Fools and en- 
vious People take of them : whereas Cha- 
racers altogether vitious, and Faces in- 
^xtly ^deformed, generally have the good 

luck 
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luck to pafs without being taken foch par- 
ticular notice of. 

I A M very far from thinkinjg that all Wit 
and Mirth ought to be baniihed from Con- 
verfation. What I have &id only condemns 
the pradice of carrying it on till it becomes 
ofienfrve to Company ; which he mufl: be a 
very weak Man who does not know when 
it is fo, and a very ill one^ if when he does 
know it, he neverthelefs perfifts in it. To 
give pain to our Fellow^Creatures, in order 
to procure any advantage to ourfelves, is 
allowed to be criminal by every body ; but 
certainly it is much mote fo» to do it when 
VK can propofe no End at all by it. And 
thofe who indulge themfelves in fuch an ill- 
natured Luxury, however they may ima- 
gine they pleale a Company, becaule they 
make them laugh, will always be regarded 
by wife Men as a very worthlefs and infig* 
nificant Set of People, for any other pur- 
pofe than to be play'd off upon occaiion, 
and to blurt out things, which tho difcreet 
Perfbns may be fbmetimes fond of hearing, 
yet they do not care for faying themfelves. 

When Men meet together from a Spirit 
of Benevolence and true good Humour, and 
not with a defign to diftinguilb themielves 
as Wits or Thibfophers, they will find 
liich a Gladnefs growing up in their Hearts 
upon the . fight of their Friends and Acquaint- 
ance, as will iupprefs every Motion that can 

hinder 
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hinder what the Scripture el^antly calls 
preferring one another in love. They will 
mutually participate in each others Grati- 
fications ; and inftead of turning their 
Thoughts to remark on the ialle Plealures of 
others, keep up a Diipofition for receiving 
true Pleafures ^ themfelves : which familiar 
and eafy Converfation about the common 
Incidents and Occurrences of Life is much 
fitter to inipire, than either contentious Dii^ 
putes, or infipid Raillery. Without culti* 
vating fuch a Temper, and endeavourjog to 
preferve a conftant Sweetnefs and Decency 
of Behaviour, it is impoflible to preferve 
Friendfhip and mutual Efteem ; and without 
fome degree of both of thefe^ all Conver- 
fation mufl either be taftelefs, or troublefome 
and uneaiy« 

I am, SIR, 

Tour very humble Servant^ 

HiBERNICDSl 
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N^ 64. Saturday, June 18, 1725. 



To HiBERNICUS. 

Rura mibif & rtgui placeam in vaUibus amnes : 
Ftumina amem,fjlvafque, inglorius. — • V i R G . 

SIJl, 

HAVE ofcea admired, that du* 
ring the Courfe of your Papers 
you have never once drawn any 
part of your Enteitaiitment from 
the Country, but on the conrraiy 
intirely neglciJlcd that Scene of Life, which is 
not only the mod natural to human Kind, 
but affords the faireft and largeft Field for the 
Imagination of a Writer toexercife iffelf in. 

To make a Panegyric on Retirement, 
or form a Comparifon betwixt a Life fpent 
amidft the Noile, Hurry and Impertinence of 
the Bufinefs and Plealiires of the Town, and 
the innocent Enjoyments and Tranquillity 
of a Country Life, would be a very idle, as 
well as needlels Performance. The Poets 
and Philofophers have in all Ages exerted 
themielves On this Subjed ; and all the Gra- 
ces of Language and Defcription have been 
employed in adornibg, and fetting it out to 

I the 
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the utmoft advantage. Beiides, that the End: 
molt Men propofe to tbcmielves, by all the 
Care and Induflry of their Lives^ being one 
day or other to make their Retreat inta 
fbme quiet^ peaceable Abode, it is an Ag« 
knowlec^ment that this State of Life is the 
moft agreeable to iindebauched. Nature, and 
yields the pureft land moft uninterrupted Fen 
fccity. . ^ 

Indeed if we conluk the Eafe either of 
the Mind or the Body, we ihall find this 
Scene the propereft for the Enjoyment of 
both. The Variety of beautiful Landskips 
around us, and gay gilded Pro^eds rifmg 
above them ; the Magnificence and Gran«* 
dure of the Works of Nature, which we arc 
not diverted from attending to by a multi^ 
tude of trifling Amufements; the fweetneife of 
the Air ; the fragrance of Flowers ; the ver^. 
dure of Plants ; the cleanneis and pleafant« 
neisofFood; the agrceableneft of Exercifc; 
but above all, an exemption from Care and 
Anxiety : Thefc Particiuars, I lay, all con« 
curring, feem the moft effedual for promo^- 
ting both Health and Contemplation, the 
Enjoyment of the fineft fenfible, as well as 
rational Pleafiires, and thereby the greateft 
Eafe and Happtnefe both of l^dy and Mind 

I F then tbefe Pleafares be fo pleafii^ both 
to Senfe and Imagination, it is certain, that 
receding on them muft give the Mind a large 
Source of Satisfadion and Delight; and con- 
iequently that a good Writer mim find them a 

Sub- 
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Sabjed mod worthy his Regard either for Ufe 
or Entertainment. On this account no doubt 
it was that the famous Britijh Sfe£tator 
thought fit to retire into the Country for a 
whok Month together, and make it the 
Scene of feveral of bis SfecuUtkns. And 
I believe, there are few that have peras'd 
thofe beautifcil Papers, who do not find a more 
delicate Plealure from reading the little Afiidrs 
which happened during that time at Coverly* 
Hall, than in the livelieft Deicriptions of 
the gay Impertinences^ and frolickibm Ad- 
ventures of London and Wejiminfier.' In 
the one we have a Reprefentation of Things 
which are natural, and coniequently agree- 
able to our firll and genuine Conceptions ; 
while the Entertainment of the other chiefly 
confifls in dripping Life of thofe innumera- 
ble Difguifes under which it has been hid, 
titherby the Cunning or Af!ed:ation of thofe 
who call themfelves the polite and fafhion- 
able Part of Mankind. Thislaft may indeed. 
be efteemed a more nice and exad Knowledge 
of the World ; but I am fure, the former is 
the more generous and extenfive» and as 
much to be preferred beyond it, as the Qua- 
lifications requifite to the writing of Taradife 
Lofi^ are to any which can be fuppofed to 
have met in the produdion of the Tale of a 

Tub. 

A s it is ufual about this time of the Year 
for People of Leifure and Tafle to retire from' 
the Bufinds and Fatigue of the Town^ to en-* 

joy 
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joy the Heafore of good Air, quiet Scenes, 
and innocent Diverfions in the Country, me- 
tlunks you weekly Writers fliould tranlporc 
yonr (elves with the Company, and make 
chofe of your Readers who cannot get from 
the Noife and Budle of the City, partake in 
Imagination in the pureft and moft natural 
Ple^mires of Life. You cannot but be fenfi- 
ble, that the beft Authors have indulged 
themfelves moft in thefe eaiy Gratifications ; 
and I am confident the beit Company will 
ibon grow languid and tirefbm Without them ; 
fince no Man can be an agreeable CompanioD 
to others, who is incapable of being {o to him- 
felf. 

I KNOW it may be objeded, that this 
Subjed: is already exhaufted^ and that no- 
thing new caa be faid after all thofe raptu- 
rous Strains of Defcription and Ornament 
which the Poets of Four Thoufand Years 
have laviflied out upon it. M. St. Evremond 
lays. That no modern Writer ihould attempt 
to defcribe any of the ftill Beauties of Nature, 
which being always the fame, cannot be bet- 
ter repreiented than the Antients have already 
done ; and that Mens Paflions and Humours 
are the only Things which admit of an end- 
Ids Variety, and confequently the onlySub- 
}t€t we can write upon without being Tia^ 
giaries. But with all due deference to fb fine 
a Writer, this appears to me to be very weak 
reafoning. For if the Humours and PaflionS 
of Mca arc fa infinitely various, their Re- 
flexions 
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fledioDS mud be fo too ; and they will ima- 
gine Things in an equal Variety of diiSerenc 
Lights, and thereby give them an appearance 
of Novelty as effectually as if the Objodfca 
themielves had it . in reahty; If this were 
not fo, it is fcarce poflible to conceive but 
that the Vein of Poetry mull have been dried 
top long fince ; and Mofes, or Horner^ been 
the laft that ihould have defer ibed any of the 
Beauties of Nature. For it is . certain, that 
their Defcriptions are both jiift and beautifiii ; 
and yet we have had juft and beautiful De^^ 
fcriptions of the fame Thingsiince, which by 
being fet in a new and diiterent Light, hav« 
given us all the pleaiure of Novelty, withoue 
theabiurdity of iiippofing any change or alte- 
ration in the Things themfelves. 

But tho it fhould be allowed that the dun^ 
Sceiies of Nature are all workM &ff already^ 
and that the Plains andMeadows^ the Moun- 
tains and Valleys, the Woods, Rivers and 
Lakes, have drained all Invention, and rcduoed 
Language to too much Poverty, to afibrd any 
x^yR Embelltfliments ; yet the Chara(9:ers hetfe 
iadmic of no le(s Variety than among that part 
of Mankind who live thicker together, and 
are engaged in a greater Diverfity of Pnr- 
fiiits. The Humours of People here breiril 
out as difterently as they do in the Town, tbo 
not in the fame manner. A certain Sobriety 
and Honefly of Behaviour is tbe Chara^ri* 
ftic of the one, as gay Impertinence and Aflec* 
tation are of the other. Ow Blind-fides only 

make 
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Inake us abiurd, yours become defonned and 
intolerable. Your Vices are all artfully dif- 
guifed, and our Virtues clumfily diiplayM. 
In a word, we are always what we ieeni, and 
you take care never to feem what you are. 

That this is the true Difference betwixt 
the Manners of the Country and the City* 
might be made out^ I believe, from a multi- 
tude of Inflances. A tefty old Fellow with 
us, who treats his Guefls with March- Beer ^ 
and Hard Words ^ is with you a perverfe ^^- 
letudinariany who imagining every body takes 
pains to teaze him, finds a pleafure in teazing 
every body. A fplenettck old Lady in Town 
divides her Time betwixt her Devotion, her 
Pride, and her Illnature ; rails at the Vices of 
the Age in all Companies, and pradifes noQe^ 
of the Virtues in any. In the Country ihe 
commences a Do<9:refs, and takes under h?r 
care all the fore Breads and broken Shins iii 
the Neighbourhood. Ilibreeding with us 
goes no farther than Clownifhnefs, among 
you it rifes to Infolence and Bullying. Out 
Fools are only aukward, vours ridiculous ; 
ihe one carrying much Civility in the midft of 
their Rqdenefs, at)d the other the height of 
Rudenefs under the Mask of Civility. The 
Beaux of the Country can only be denomina- 
ted fpruce tellows, and thofe of the Town 
fantauical. Tlieir Miftreflcs too come under 
ihe feme Defcription. For the one by dcfir- 
ing to leem no more beautiful than they are, 
become much more fb thap they feem^ while 

tol.II. G the 
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the other by their (ludied ChariBs deftroy the 
Beduties which Nature gave them, and, like 
moft other great Conquerors, weaken their 
Empire thro' an immoderate Defire of ex- 
tending their Doittinion. 

As an Inftance of the agreeable Images 
which might be railed from this Part of Life, 
I fend you the following beautiful Chftracfter, 
written above a hundred Years ago by a 

• Gentleman no lefs remarkable for his Ac- 
complilhments, than his undeferved and un*- 
fortunate End, which has cad (b great a Ble- 
milh on the Reign it happened in. I defire 
it may be printed in the fame Words, and 
Spelling in which I fend it to you, that it 
may lofe nothing of that venerable Simplicity 
and antique Air, which to me appear among 
its greateft Charms. In doing this you will 
perhaps engage me to a farther Correlpop* 
dence, if it be not difpleafing to you. 

lam. SI R^ 

Tour moft humble Servant ^ 

SiLVius; 

A fayre and ha;ppy Milke Maid, 

• TT S a Country Wench, that is fo farre from 

• JL making herftlfe beautiful by Art, Ithat 

• one Looke of hers is able to put. all Face^ 

• T4jyjicke out of countenance. Shee knowes 


* Sir Thomas Ovirbuty. 
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« iL feyJ-e Looke is but a dumbe Orator to 
cotiitneDd Vertue, therefore mindes it nor- 
All her ExGellencies ftand in her fo fiJently, 
as If thejr had ftolde \jpon her without her 
knowledge. The Lining of h<r Apparell 
(which is hferfelfe) is farre better than Out- 
fideS of TilTew : for tho (hee be not arraied 
in the Bpoyle of the Silke-worme, fliee is 
deckt in Innocency, a far better Wearing- 
Bhe doth not, with lying long a bed, fpoile 
b6th her Colnpkxioi!! and Conditions ; Na- 
ture hath taught heir, t6o immoderate Sieepe 
is rnji tt^ the Sdul : She tifes therefore with 
ChauMickare^ her Dames Cocke, and at 
Night haakeS the Lanibe her Corfew. In 
milkina a Cow, and ftraihidg the Teatcs 
through her Finget§, it leems that fo fwecc 
a Mllke-Prcfle makes the Milke the whiter, 
or fwtetcr ; for nevtt came Almond Glove 
tt Ardmatique Oyritriaent ott her Palme to 
taint it. The golden Eares of Corn fall and 
kifTe her Feet when ihee reapes them, as if 
they wiflit to be bound and led Prifoners by 
the (anie Hand that felfd them. Her Breath 
is her owne, which fcents all the Yeere long 
oijuney like a new made Hay-cocke. Shee 
makes her Hand hard with Labour, and her 
Heart foft with Pitty : And when Winter- 
Evenings fall early, fitting at her merry 
Wheele, fliee fings a Defiance to the giddy 
Wheele of Fortune. Shee doth all things 
with fo fweet a Grace, it feems Ignorance 
will not fuffer her to do 111, being her Minde 
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is to do well. Shee beftowes her Yeeres 
Wages at next Faire ; aod in chufing her 
Garments, counts no Bravery i'th' World 
like Decency. The Garden and Bee-hive 
are all her Phyficke and Chyrurgerie, and 
(he lives the longer for't. Shee dares goe 
alone, and unfold Sheep i' th' Night, and 
feares no manner of III, becaufe ihe meanes 
none : Yet to (ay truth, ihee is never 
alone, for ihee is ftill accompanied with 
old Songs, honeft Thpughts, and Prayers, 
but fliort ones ; yet they have their Effi- 
cacy,^ in that they are not pauled with 
iniiiing idle Cogitations. Laftly^ her 
Dreames are (b chafte, that flie dares tell 
them ; only a Fridaies Dreame is all her 
Superftition ; that {he conceales for feare 
of Angen Thus lives ihee» and all her 
Care is £hee may die in the Spring«»time, 
to hav6 fiore of Flowers ftucke upon her 
Winding-Sheet.' 
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N^ 65. Saturday^ June r%y 1726. 



pofitions. 


To the Author of the T)ublin JaumaL 

9^gret in cbfcuras humiti fermont tabemasy 

Aut^ dum vitat humumy nutes n inania a^m* ' Hon. 

SIR. 

ALSE Eloquence, and faU^Re- 
lineiiQents of Language, arc the 
nfiial Effe^s of Mens being ipprc 
follicitous about the Manner, 
than the Matter of their Com* 
By endeavouring at too noany 
Excellences, they are apt to overload their 
Writings with Ornanoient, and lofe the De- 
cent and the Beautiful in the Monftrous and 
the Affeded. They take greater care in the 
Colouring than the Limning of a Piece ; and 
confequently, provided it be luminous and 
glaring, are very little concerned about the 
Proportion, Harmony, or Pofition of the 
Figure they draw. 

As it is natural for Men who have cho- 
fen a wrong DeAgn, to miicalculate the Means 
fox purfuing it, or rather, iince there can be 
no regular Mesons for carrying on an impro* 
pei^or apomalo^s DeHgn, it is ^not furpri- 
Sog^ that wher^ the only Intention of wri- 
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ting has been to captivate Mens Ears, aod 
not improve their Underftandiog, iiich jiu^ 
thors have not had Underftanding enough to 
know whac would be mod pleadng to a ju« 
dicious %ix. Words are but the Dr$(s of 
Thoughts } Aptitude to their Sub|ed:, and 
Simplicity, are their diftinguifhing Perfec- 
tions : and they lofe their Beauty and Pro- 
priety as much by a fuperfluous and fiudied 
Finery y as by a fordid and Jlavenly ^eglecf. 
A fuU-bottom'd Wig, or an enormous over- 
grown Hat and Feather, give jufl; fuch a 
ridiculous Air to the human Figure, that 
Fujiian zxiA Bombaft do to a natpral Sen- 
timent, which might have been told in eafy 
and intelligible Language. In both Cales our 
Attention is diverted from the true and na- 
tural Beauty to the falfe and artificial, and 
the Imagination confounded amidft the va- 
riety of incoherent Objelis. As we Ihould 
have fome little difficulty to know the fame 
Face in a natural Head of Hair, or under a 
Night-cap, which we had formerly feen fet 
out with fuch a profufion of Finery ; fo the 
fame Thought will appear very differently, 
when exprefTed in a plain agreeable manner, 
from what it does under the difguife of fu- . 
pernumerary and unnatural Embellifhments. 
Good Painters therefore generally chufe to. 
,draw Men with the Beauties which Nature 
gives them, and will not -deform their Pieces 
with the Drapery of every fantaflick Mode 
which happens to prevail. And much more 
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flionld the fame Condu(^ be obferved in wri*, 
ting, where forced and afieiSted Ornaments 
are fb much more dangerous, as having a 
tendency not only to debauch the Imagi* 
nation, but fometimes to miflead the Judg- 
ment, and prejudice us againft Truth. 

But tho thefe Truths are pretty gene* 
rally acknowledged among all People pre- 
tending to Taftc or Difcernment, yet none 
have aded more contrary to them than 
fomc Authors even in our own Language. 
We were Icarcely recovered from that 
Darknefs, common to us with all the other 
Nations of Europe^ into which we bad been 
involvM by the Ignorance and Superftition 
of the Monks ^ but we had like to have 
relapfed again into Barbarity. Ir is true, 
the Controverdcs then agitated in the 
Learned World, gave room for great Im- 
provements in Knowledge : but then thofe 
Controverfies confifted io much in the un- 
ravelling of abftrufe Terms, and dark fcho* 
laftick Notions, and were managed in fiich 
a ftifr and fpiritlefs Method, as corrupted 
Mens Tafte in informing their Judgment of 
the Points in queftion. Every thing was 
wrote in Mot^d and Figure^ and confe- 
quently chequered with a fenfelefs uncouth 
Jargon of technical Words and barbarous 
Expreflions. This continued the prevailinj 
Humour for fome time. And j:ho we gainet 
ground in Knowledge, we feemed rather to 

. G 4 be 


H I B E BL N I c US 5 tamers. 

be goiog backward as to Politenefs, or the 
Art of writing juftly and naturally. 

ST ENS E R, Sir Thilif Sydney, ancj 
Hooker the celebrated Author pf • the JEc* 
clejiqflical Tolity^ fettjng up the AoM^*^^? 
for their Models, e^^celled all their Cptem- 
poraries in Ju(tnel$ of Compofitioq, . and 
Propriety of Style* The two forooiet fljew-? 
^4 {)ow capable our Language w^s of th9 
pure and genuine Graces of Poetry, without 
?he afliftanpe pf forced TuroS of #^itf pf 
pompous and fwelling Expredions. And 
t^e pth^r, by ^ pi^ip ^nd unafTecSed manner 
pf delivering his Thoughts on a Subjed: of 
great Learning and Importaufre, has giveii 
9 fine Pattern for the f^ee and gr^efiil 
inanagemept of argumentative SubjeiSs^ 
V^hich m^y carry all the ftrength of De- 
pionftration, without the empty Parad^ apd 
formality of it* 

These illuflrious Examp]|es might. Jiay^ 
probably introduced a fpeedy and thoro^ 
!l^eforipation, had not the Genius of % 
Monarch, mighty in the Cobwebs of ca- 
/. fuiftical Divinity, and the Quibbles of the 
Schoolmen, given the Minds of his Subjedlf 
9 different Turn. This was the Age of ^. 
ffdgrat^/y Tifn^9 and Acrojlicks. A lVd[a9 
had nothing to do but make one Word 
carry two Meanings, and then march pe^ 
tweeu them into Preferment. A yoUnj; 
Man who had only given the Promile/pf a 
r^fmg Gcixius^ by malting fome potaole 
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Conundrum^ was entitled to a Prebendihip, 
9S an Encourageinent to improve his Parts^ 
god quicken his Induftry. This Eloquence 
became even fafhionable in the Pulpit ; and 
every Head of Difcourfe was thought unfi- 
niihed which did not terminate in ^he Point 
of an Epigram. I have feen an ^admirable 
Inflance of this in a Sermon of that Age^ 
wherein the Preacher, after a long detail of 
the Vices and Corruptions of the Times;, 
fums up the whole in the following pathe- 
tical Excitation. ^ jill Hou/es^ lays he, 

* are turned Ale^htmfes ; (pme Mens Tara^ 
^ dife is a T4r (P "Dice, ; thq holy State of 

* Matrimony is made Matter o^ Mtmey* 

* Was it thus in the Days of R OAH^ 
^ AH NOr Whether this ingenious Geo* 
tleman was ever rewarded with a Bijhofricky 
I do not remember ; but if he was not, I 
9m inclin'd to think Preferments at thac 
time were unequally diflributed. 

O u hl I^anguage fuf!ered extremely under 
thefe Gothtck Refinements ; what made the 
Miichief (till worfe, was the pedantick Hu« 
mour of larding all Ibrts of Writing with old 
Scraps of Z^/itf, which, together with the 
eternal AfFedation of making Parallels and 
Oppoiitions between every thing, made moft 
of the Works of that time look like io many 
pi^es of Patchwork. The fine Genius of 
Shake/pear was not able to preferve iifelf 
againft the prevailing Corruption. Every 
})ody knows that he i% fuU oif Puns and 
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Quibbles. Thefe Blemiihes appear fbmecimes 
amidft his greateft Excellences ; and there 
is Qo ocher way of accoanting for them, but 
his Compliance with the Humour of the Age. 
For it is hardly conceivable how a Man of fo 
Qoble a turn of thinking could mils feeing the 
Folly and Abfardity of them. 

The next Reign produced a low and 
groveling manner of writing. The Fafl:- 
Sermons at St. Margarefs Weftminjier^ 
(pread the Infedion of low Non^nie over 
the whole Nation. Yet they were a pains- 
taking People who brought in this Way, and 
imagined there was a great deal of Wit, and 
Beauty too in it. Odd Compofitidns of 
Phrafe, and long-fpun Allegories, were the 
delight of their Souls. A choice Metaphor 
was to them an inexhauftible Source of 
Pleafure ; and they never failed to hunt it 
Ifom one End of a Difcourfe to the other. 
In ihort, they laboured with more afliduity 
to be ridiculous than would have been fiif- 
ficient to make them inteHigible ; and ex- 
plained every thing after fuch a manner as 
gendered it more inexplicable than before. 
We muft have funk into the loweft degree of 
Barbarity, had the Power of modelling our 
Style and Language been veiled folely in 
fiich Hands. But Heaven was pleafed to 
railc up a Chillingworth ^ a MHtOHy and 
other great Men, .who by their immortal 
Writings prevented the Corruption from be- 
coming univerial, and kept up a Standard 
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of Decency, Propriety, and Elegance, for 
the benefit of Pofterity. 

Disgusted with tbofe many dark ^4 
uncouth Forms of Expreflion which bad beeu 
fo long in vogue, Sir Roger UEfirange^ 
and fome few who copied after hini, intro- 
duced a new Refinement among us, and 
were the Authors of a Style, which I know 
no other Epithet fo well fuited to as the 
lyaPper. It confifted of all the pert Phraies 
and cant Words peculiar to the lowed and 
mod profligate part of Mankind. This was 
in order to make every thing as plain a$ 
Porridge. Their AUufions w?re all taken 
from the low and dilhonourablQ Occupa* 
tions of Life, and would have paifed mMcb 
more current among Bullies, Sharpers, and 
Drawers in a Tavern, than with Men of 
Senle and Letters. To reliih their Compp- 
fitions, one mud: have been converfant with 
Scoundrels. If this goodly Scheme of Re« 
formation had gone on, what a decent Figure 
would the Commonwealth of Letters have 
made? The Flowers of our Poetry bad 
been gathered from the Dunghil and the 
Kennel, inftead of the painted Meadow, 
and the clear Fountain \ the Difcourfes of 
Philolbphers founded in the Key of Bil^ 
lingfgate Declamations ; and the Precepts 
of the Golpel been inculcated in the fame 
Dialed; in which People play a Game at 
Whisk. 

These 
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These fevcral Ways of writing have 
aheraateiy had their run among us. Ac 
prefent they lecm to be pretty much out 
of countenance, and rejeded by all People 
©f jpudgmcnt and Taftc* Yet every now 
and then there ftarts up fome odd Author^ 
who afFeding Singularity^ imitates the great- 
eft Faults of former Writers, under the No- 
tion of Excellences* And as every Author 
will have his Set of Admirers, it is of ufc 
to animadvert on fuch falfe Ornaments of 
Writing, in order to hinder a bad Taftc 
firom ftealiog upon us by degrees. 

A FALSE Sublime is the commonefi Errot 
a young Writer i% apt to fall into, in an 
Age which has produced k many Inftan- 
ce4 of the true. We have had a Conftel- 
latiofli of great Geniuses, whom it mzj and 
has proved dangerous to imitate. The rai- 
fed and the figured Style >yill not do with 
asy who have not the fame exalted Man* 
net of thinking. Great Strength of Judg- 
mentf as well as Warmth of Imagination,^ 
is required to carry it handfomly thro\ 
For want of refledrng on this, 1 have 
known feveral intolerable Blunders commit- 
ted by Authors, who might have pafled 
unceniured, had they been contented tode- 
Mv^r ihemfelves in a naked unadorned man-* 
Ber, and not aimed at Perfedions they 
were Enable to reach. There is a fine P^- 
per in the SpeSatw on the Subjed of ki- 
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confiftent Metaphors, which gives ieveral 
Ifift^ces of what I am now (peaking o£ And 
t could refreih the Memory of my Readers 
with many more, which may be met with 
in Authors of no inqonfiderable note, put 
as this would be an invidious Performance^ 
and I (hortly intend an ElTay upon Tam^ 
phlets^ I (hali defer any thing of this (brt 
till then, when I fliall have a fairer Op- 
portunity for d^ing it from feveral ingeni« 
bus Pieces which have lately appeared in 
this City ; whofe Blemiihes I may animad* 
Vert upon with (b much the lefs Oflence, 
as they have not any one Beauty to entitle 
chem to Companion. 

/ am, SIR^ 

Tmr very humble Servant^ 

HlB£RMICa& 
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N" 66. Saturday^ July a, i-j%6. 


To HiBERNICUS. 

Not tamen hoe a^imHS, tenuique iti fuivere fulcos 
Duiimus. J u V E N A t. 

SIR, 

SHE agreeable Variety to be met 
I with in Horace^ tho one of his 
S greateft GxceUences, is aeverthe- 
g le(s a princmal Reafbn that makes 
him fo difficult to be tranflated. 
To do himjuftice, one muft have the fame 
Tutn of thinkiog, and be in the fame Tem- 
per of mind he was hiiafelf when he compofed 
any part of his Works ; and this is what none 
.can arrive at, who have not a large portion 
of the fame Spirit which animated him. 
This is all the Apology I Ihall make for thb 
Defeds chargeable on the Tranflation of two 
Odes you formerly allowed to be inftrted in 
your Paper. What I now fend you, will very 
much need to be regarded with the fame fa- 
vourable View. They are two of Horace^s 
moft admired Pieces in the iprightly and gay 
Mannerof writing, yet contain avery good Lef- 
ibn againft inimodeiate Cares, 9pd.an anxious 
I " Concern 
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Concern about Futurity ; and conlequentiy 
it is no eafy matter to make them appear with 
the fame Eafe and Gracefulnefs in Rngitjh 
they do in the Original. If my Attempt fhall 
only be thought pardonable, it will be fuffi^ 
cient to gratify the higheft Ambition I have 
had in this matter. 

/ am^ SI Ry 

Tour moft humble Servant^ 

MUSOPHILUS. 


HORACE, BookI. Ode xiii. 

rHE Mountain of the Delphian God 
Tou/ee is wrapt in Sheets of Snow ; 
T^he Trees ^ fuftaining Jiarce their Load^ 

Their hoary Heads dejeHed bom ; 
Andy gkw^d with lee unto the Shore ^ 
The a£iive Streams can roll no more. 

With roujmg Fires the Qolddeflroy^ 
Andfet about the flowing Bowl ; 
Bleed e'ery Grafe to give us Joy^ 
' To cherijh and exalt the Soul. 
Hereafter to the Gods reflgn j 
Be theirs the Care^ Enjoyment thine. 

To them this Earthy their Foot^bally leave 

To kick and tumble as they fleafe ; 

From them the Storms fermtjfion have 

To box about the roaring Seas j 

Tet^ 
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Tet, Jiill fubjeiied to their Will, 
If they but nod, are hujh and ft ill. 

To Morrow and its Cares defpife ; 

The frefent Moment is thine own ; 
Then ptAti:h it quickly ere it flies, 

Andfiore it up as clearly won ; 
Nor fir up le to indulge the Fire 
Of youthful Love, and gay ^efirei 

Old Age will quickly pall the Tafte^ 
And blunt the edge of Jprightly Joys^ 

tVith dozing Sadnefifill the breajt^ . 
And^ive no Relijh but for Toys. 

Touth ts alone the Time can prove 

delights ofExercife^ or Love^ 

The gentle Talk^ the foft Embrace; 

In fome retired and dusky Shade j 
Thit feigning hidden Maid to trace ^ 

By her own tteaclfrous Sneer betrayed : 
Be thefe thy Care, thy Bujinefs ftill \ 
Such Tleajuris Touth alone can feeU 

And when with Jlruggling inyour Arms^ 

The leering little roguifl? Thing 
Is roused, andflujhing all with Charms, 

. Secure her Hand^ and /hatch her Ring : 
Then all her Frowns are but a Blind ; 
T'is Tkdge enough Jhe will be kindi 
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Book III. ODE xxix. 

^^ Thy Horace keefs for thee in ftvre, 
JVhat^ withoui tbee^ no 'Pkafure brings^ 

ACaskoffVine ne*er fiert*d before j 
With Rojes to adorn thy Brow^ 
And mix the Luftre itjhalljbow. 

Why Jhouldyouftill on Tybcr gaze. 
Or Ank) rolling down toe Steef ? 

Willno 'Place but ^leScxxx fkafe^ 
And elfewhereyott no Revels keep ? 

Or canjiuh narrow Bounds confine 

A Soul Jo free in Joy as thine ^ 

Then haftg^ and to be truly ff^eat. 
The great Ones naufeons Plenty fly ; 

And from thyflatefy Houje retreats 
Whofe haughty Roof invades the Sty : 

And with a virtuous Scorn look down 

On the vaiuy giddy t noijy Town, 

Oft'times the Great have thus retir'd 
To breathe a, free- and purer Air^ 

A Shepherd* s cleanly Cell admir^dy 
And Jweetly fed on homely Fare : 

Oft thus havejfmooth'd, andfoftned been 

The fretted Brow, andburfiing Spleen, 

Lo noWt while SoVs enlii/ning Beams 
Tlay warmly on the flowery Mead, 

The Swain conduBs to cooling Streams 
His Flocks, andfeeks the Sylvan Shade ; 
Vol II. H Silent 
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Silent the Brook its Borders laves ^ 

Nor curls one Breath of Wind the Waves : 

While you with re file fs Care attend 
The '^Pe ace and Settlement of Komeif 

Intent what foreign Wars impend ^ 
Or feeret Mifchtefs brood at home \ 

And your own ^uiet ail forego^ 

To watch the Motions of the Foe. 

But know^ a wtfer Providence 

Hath hid in Clouds ofendlefs Nighty 

Impervious to thefirmgeft Senfe^ 

Things future from weak Mortals Sight ; 

And laughs to fie them vainly try 

The T>epth ofvafi Eternity. 

Snatch at the Joys the prefent Hour^ 
The pajfmg Injiant now beftows ; 

The reft is all beyond our T^ow^r^ 
And like the fickle Tyhtr flows ^ 

Which now beneath its- Banks fubjidesr 

And gently to the Ocean glides. 

Anon with dreadful Noife and Roar 
Impetuous rolls a broken Bloody 

Augmented with the mouldering Shore^ 
And Ruins of the neighbouring Wood ; 

And headlong rujhing fweeps away 

Flocks^ and their Folds into the Sea. 

He Mafter is of Life alone y 

And happy lives ^ who thus can fay 
Each Nig^hty ^ To day has been my own^ 

* And I have clearly liv^d to T>ay ; 
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• Be then to Morrow foul or fair ^ 

^ *Tis all a Cafe ; thafs not my Care. 

• Whafs faji has certainly , been mine^ 

* Not Fate itfelfcan make it void ; 

• Nor T ovf r s, jhould all theTow'rs combine^ 

* Revoke the Gwds I have enjoyed : 

• Here no ^ifafiers intervene ; 

• What has been^ fpite ofJoYQ has been. 

AferfeSt Jilt this Fortune is^ 
And Uindt but «bJHmteh blinds 

Still flaying bo-peep with her Bli/s, 

To teaze and torture poor Mankind ; 
And idly whiffing thro^ the Air 
Her empty BubbUs here tmd there. 

Hike her while with me Jhejiays ; 

Butfoon as e'erjhe takes the IFing^ 
Let Fools purfUe her^ if they plea fe^ 

Her Favours back again Ijling ; 
Then take to virtuous Poverty ^ 
A Spoufe with whom I can live free. 

VU never be her paffive Slave^ 

But all her Tyranny controul ; 
In confcious Innocence be brave^ 

And in my Virtue Jheath my Soul^ 
Secure from Taint y or cankering Rujl^ 
The Breath of Envy^ or ofLuJl. 

WhenTempefis tofs the raging Floods^ 

I make no lamentable Trafrs^ 
Nor Jirike a Bargain ivith the Gods 

For future Vows 4 sndprefent Tears^ = 
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To Jove my Wealth from adding more 
To th' all- devouring Ocean^s Store. 

Amidft the Storms VUfafely ride. 

Stiff or ted by ajieddy Mind ; 
My Barkjhailftem thefetting Tide. 

And hear again ft each adverje fVind: 
My Virtue Jhall make allferene. 
T>ijperfe the Storms^ and calm the Main. 





wmmtm^mmm 


To the Author of the Dublin Journal. 
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Itttetides ammumfiffdifs, ^ rebus boneftis. Hon. 

SIR, 

r is one of the moft di£kiik thli^s 
in the World for the generality of 
People to be idle and innocent 
at the lame time. They have no 
notion of any Pleafores but inch 
as are quick and violent ; and confequently 
are incapable of enjoying themielves, unldls 
either in the lull r^tt^e of Pleasure, or in the 
eager puriuit of the Means for procuring it. 
• This Obfervation ferves to make good 
that ieeming Paradox, which fome ingenious 
Gentlemen have frequently aflerted* That it 
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requires much greater Talents and Abilities 
CO fill up a retired and coocemplative Life, 
thao to make a Figure in a Scene of A<^dn. 
and Bufineis. For the Mind in the one Cafe 
has nothic^ to iupport it but its own natural 
Strei^th and good Difpbfition; and in the 
other is very frequently carried on, like a 
Man in a Croud, by the Motions of others, 
without contributing any great Force or En* 
deavours of its own. 

How many People do we fee every day 
undone, and become a Burden to themtelves, 
and all about them, merely for want of ibme* 
diing to do ? If the Efie^s of this were con« 
fined to that formal Set of Humdrums who 
£uinter from Morning to Night in a Coffee^ 
lioufe^ and have no other Materials for 
chinking but what arifes from a Gazette^ or 
a pair of Tabks^ there would be the lefsreaibn 
to complain ; fioce when Men have no In- 
clinations to be virtuopsj the bed: thing they 
can do is to become iniigniftcant. But alas ! 
far the greater part of icUe People we meet 
with, have too much Vivacity to keep within 
the Bounds of an iooiieofive Indolence*, They 
love A<3ion ; but either not knowing, or not 
defiring to employ themfelves rightly, grow 
mifchievous out of pure Neceffity. In private 
they are luxurious and uneaiy , and in publick, 
infblent and capricious. Take from them the 
OpportUQities of doing Mifchief, and Life be- 
comes infipid and odious to them. Nor is 
there any Evil they apprehend fo great, as 
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beiog '(tope in the Career of theit Extraya^r 
gaDces. * 

If we enquire into the Caufe t>t this Grie* 
vance, weihailfiDd it princ^ally o^ing td a 
wrong and prepofterous Methdd of Educa* 
tron. One of the firft things infiilled into 
the tender Minds of Infants is ^ Spirit of 
Pride, and immoderate Self-love. 'They are 
early taught to contemn their Inferiors, and 
to treat all under them witha pervcrfe Hau^hti* 
nefs and Scorn^ Their little Hearts are made 
tofwell and flutter St the Homage and Defe- 
rence paid them; • Young Mafter iS inadea 
Coxcomb, and 'little Mils a Cdquettei befofe 
either of theni can' i^eak. A foAdMbthet 
cakes great pains to Ifettle their A^ftiOns on 
Finery zr\^ '^Gewgd^s, ' and nial^e theih ima^ 
gine that fort of Trumpery among the real 
Goods and Bleffings of Life. An^ iieftc6 It 
comes to pafs. - that their Defires ccdtriag iii 
pleiafmg ind adorning^ thetnfeHes; 4:hebenc* 
voIei>t and kind AfiedSons by 'degrees -wear 
out of their Breafts, atldrhey become deprived 
of that great Sontoe oF t^ue Pleafure, whidj 
arifos from partkipatinfrin theG'oodofoihers, 
Tfedfr ImagitjatioWfda' takes a «*ofcig^tflni 5 
^liA having been long employed abbuc ttiean 
and tittle Objedls, which very fbon kiigaifli 
in the Fancy, catinot raile irfelf t^ an^ tning 
trftly great or beautiful : by whicb tteaaS thfc 
Mind becomes unijuiet and reftl^s, ilid.ckn 
fatisfy itfelf no^therwife thaiii by rkdil^thg 
fhro' thofe tomukaous Pleiifare^, tebicb are 

but 
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but tod ready to be mef with by People who 
have no other Bufinels than to leek for 
them. 

« 

The* great Decay both of publick and pri- 
vate Virtue,' which has been ib much com- 
plained of among our Youth of Di(tin<5tioa 
and Fortune, has, | am confident, been m a 
great iheafure owing' to this fingle Caule. 
Thofe about them make it more their Bufmefe 
to- flatter them with the vaiti thoughts, that 
they already have ail that is neceflary to ren- 
der therrj happy, than to guide them in the 
Paths wherein true Happinefs is to be found. 
There is little or no care taken to form their 
Imagination, or give them a relifli for fober 
and rational Plealure. Young Gentlemen are 
made to know, that Learning is not to be 
their Livelihood ; and .from thence draw 
this pretty conclufion. That it is below their 
Birth and Fortune to trouble themlelves with 
it. Hereby they arc rendered incapable of 
having any generous Views of human Life ; 
and navihg much fpare Time lying on thdir 
hands, and many Temptations and Oppor- 
tunities of mifempioyfng it, they are in a 
manner forced to breiak out into a thoufand 
Excefles, naerely to divert what hangs iio 
heavy lipbn them, and turn away their 
thoughts from themlelves and their own Ac- 
tions : A Subjed: they mud think on, when- 
ever they have leifure to think at all, in re- 
gard they are acquainted with no other ; and 
which yet they cannot think on with any 

.H 4 d^S^^^ 
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degree of Sacis&(3:ton, becauie they can fee 
nothing amiable or praiie-worthy in it. In 
ihort, tbey bury cnemielves in Vice and 
Folly, as Moles do in the Earth, only to a- 
voidf a RefledioQ which muft always create 
in them pain and uneafinefs. . 

Since then it is fo extremely hard to be 
idle and innocent at once, to be difengagcd 
from the Fatigue and Hurry of Bufinefs, and 
at the iame time prelerve ourfelves from ran* 
ntng into violent and immoderate Pleafures ; 
and fince it is impofTible we can be always 
on the ftretch, and that we neceffarily re- 
quire ibme Intervals of Relaxation, and 
Amufement ; it is the duty of every Man to 
look out for ibme way of filling up the va- 
cant hours of Life with Entertainments, where- 
in the Mind may participate more than the 
Body. The Author of Nature has very li- 
berally provided for our Plealiire in this re- 
fee(% ; and we need only give attention to the 
Obje^s he has furrounded qs with, to receive 
the fined and nobleft Gratifications we are 
capable of; An Imagination thus formed 
whI find its Delights perpetually growing 
upon it, and reckon thofe Hours among the 
joyfulleft and pleafanteft Scafons of Life, 
which to others are either accompanied with 
Satifty and LiftleflTnefs, or employed in lay* 
ing Scenes of Guilt and Folly. 

Empi^oym^nts of this kind will open 
J much larger Field of Pleafure than any the 
Senfcs cao afToid, Por «U the Pleafures of 

Seofe 
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Seofe are fliorc and ft^tdvc; grow faiotef 
wkh AgCy and duUdr by Rcpecician ; cannoc 
be revived but after fome Intervals ; aod 
muft wait the returns of Appetite, which are 
not always at any Mao's odl, and feldom* 
eft at theirs who indulge them moft. But 
the Pleafiires of Imagination are free from 
all thofe Inconveniences; and are both of 
larger extent, and longer duration. They 
comprehend not only all that is beautiiiil and 
magnificent in Nature, but all that is ele^t 
and curious in Art. Nor are they even con* 
fined to Objeds which have a real Exiftence» 
but can be raifed from intelledual Images, and 
Bellas of the Mind's own creation. The 
Material, and the Moral World, are equally 
the Scenes of tbeie refined Pleafures ; and the 
Mind receives the like amiable Ideas of Beau- 
ty, Order and Harmonv, from the Strudnre 
and Contrivance of botn. 

A s to Duration, the Advanta^ thefe Plea- 
iures have beyond the others is very obvious, 
upon the imalleft reiledion. As they do not 
fo immediately depend on the Texture of the 
Body» and the Cooftitution of animal Fluids^ 
of coniequcnce they are not fiibjed to liich 
frequent Lai^uors, or fo ipeedy a Decay; 
The iouQenfe Variety too of the Objedi 
which excite themr muft necefTartly occafion 
their loiter continuance. Accordingly we 
find, that fuch Perfons as have once got a 
tafte of them, have uiiiaUy gone on without 
wearinefi to their Lives end is the puriuit of 

them; 


ici^ HiB BKift I cvs'sLettersi 

them ^ and tfa^r^ have been many Inflaticei^ 
given wherein they have continued to ani^ 
foate; a Philofephicaf or Poetical Entbuiiafni 
» extrettie old Age : whereas^ I believe, 
thfere can fearce be found one' Example of 
the moft lively and vigorous Rake that ever 
knocked' down ^Watchmen, or broke Win*- 
dbws, beyond fifty. Generally at that time, 
U'thty do tiot<x)mmence Converts toReaibn 
knd good Senfe, they degenerate either* into 
hfeavy diiirSots. or queer fplenetick old Pel^ 
Itt^s, who can endure no body , nor no body 
iHidure tHem. 

• 'A well^turn'd Imagination being of 
fefch importance in Life, it is ufeftil to enquir^ 
into the propereft Employments for making 
te'fo. I believe, the moft part of my Readers 
il(rill bitthtft me in this Point, and prefentiy 
fee tapon the purfuit of ufeft^ or elegant Stii- '^ 
dies, as the bed Method either* to form a 
Taflfe, Of employ our leilure Monients witiv 
Satisfa^Sfciontb/ourfelves, and without Injiiry 
to^^thers. '*A Man who can retire from the 
World, to'T^k entertainment, m his Cloftt, 
has a thoufand Advantages Which other Peo* 
^le have no Idea of He is Matter of his 
own Company; and his own Pleafures ; and 
can comtning ' either the one *br the other, 
-according to Hts prelent ^Gircuitiftancesv or 
Temper, AW'^aturc is ready* for his View, 
ftndall Age^ of Mankind to appear at his Call. 
He can ti'^nffioM bimlelf to the moft diftant 
*Regions, ah4^^ enjoy ihfe heft and politeft 

Company 
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Conqjany that ever the World fti^rded: 
Things d(b JEippear to him in i ^di^rent 
light from what- they do' to the uochittkii]^ 
part of the Species. He fees more of theit" 
Beauties, and iS ievcry day Afiso taring Ibiiie' 
thing new to loVe,' or to admire in chenSr. 
Inanimate things have Reafon and Difeenrie 
lA his Contem^ation ofUliem. A benb 
tifU ' Landskip, a fine Pi<!^tire, err a Statue; 
give him ibmething equivalent to the VlciSxtt6 
df Converfiifioo. In & word,.- 'htf atqukes 
atind of Property in cveiy thftig^he itei 
id the material Univeife, and 'aft fnterfeft 
in every thing which has, orpoifllbly ckn 
happen in the inteHts^oar ; and' by. -(fbat 
tiaeans participates* in all the' Botinties tpf 
Nature, and in all 'the profpermis Events of 
Mafakind. ■ • ' ' ' . ' • • •• - ; 

' Sere, I ata<infiMe, ittrtitfeetAjeaea^ 
that the Difficofty Ml rec0i>s, and that ft 
Tafte is^ prwidufly -irequifite to -nH^e Kftil 
<einploy thetlirdve^' in this kfed of Studie»^ 
vrhibh are feicf'w'^e *t Means for theft 
Acquirrag « •tftfe' l^afte'. This is wliat fn- 
4<^ I C^nneir d<^y. Vet ?t does not in'riie 
tdaft invalidate anything 1 liave ^id. For 
<TlMen hai^eth^t^smt originally, and fuch 
^' Senfe of- Things- 'aS 'woqld iiatoraHy put 
them on • the'* Porfuits f have mentioned, 
were tc not M ti great meafure -fapprefled 
1>y 'infpiring theii^ eaiiy with Principles of 
yi^M^y aiia §ef|RQiitefs, ^^h tender tliem 
• ifla?- 


loS HiBERNicus^j Letters. 

toattentive to cvery^ thing without them» 
mA make them connne all their Enjoyments 
Within themlelv^ ; which being a Violence 
done to Natme^ mnft of neceffity produce 
ytsy violeiit and irregular Efieds. Let our 
hneO&ws have but their natural play, and 
it will not be lb hard as is commonly ima- 
gmed to dired them to tho{e good Pur- 
pdes for which our kind Creator implanted 
them. 

Let People therefore who have any 
Influence over others^ be at the pains to 
nwaken this S^iie in them, and cnalk out 
to them iuch Methods of en^loying their 
time as will furnifli Occafions of gratifying 
it. They who are incapable of (everer Stu* 
dies, may yet have Amufements given 
them, wnich, if they do no more, may 
preferve them from doing of Mifchief. The 
jfery reading of Romances, however dan* 
gerpus to People of final! Fortunes, may 
Have its ufe among the Rich land the Idle, 
|)Oth in . fofcniag their Minds, and keeping 
them out of much worfe Occupations. At 
loft, I tbinJk, it will be granted me, tktt 
it were much better the Beau Monde were 
ridiculous in the romantick Notions of ix>ve 
and Gallantcy, which that kind of Learur 
tD% produces, than in the modern Refiner 
ments of Debauchery, which they get 
without any Learning at all ; that 4ffaey 
exated their Valoiur iimch oftner i^n 

vifio- 
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yifionary Giants^ than living and mortal 
Chairmen ; that they fell in love with more 
Vtopan Queens, and rained fewer Hiher^ 
nian Spinfters ; that they thought oftner 
of Necromancers and Enchamments^ than 
Cards ^isADice ; and that they employed 
more time in the fantaftick Bufinels <^ 
Caftk-Buildmg, than reducing the Manjkm 
and HaU-Hfmfes of their Anceftors to the 
lame etherial Exiftence. 


HiBBRNicas. 



•N^ 68. Saturdajfy July i6f 1726. 
To the Author of thc7)Min J^mmak 

Incoffupta fides^ nudaque imHas. H o a • 

SIR, 

ACTIONS and Parties in a 

State* or any other Society, are 

no dotdjc very pernicioos, both 

in r^^ to roe poblick and the 

prirate Peace of all its t/iiadxxi 

in t^e ordinary Occurrences of Life ; and 

therefore every wife and good Man will 

con- 
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contribute ail ia bis power either to prevent 
thofe Didempers ir^m breaking out, of to 
heal and remove them where tney have air 
ready appeared, . * 

N o greater Misfortune can poffibly befal 
any People, than to be torn and rent in 
pieces by the Intrigues of d^^gning and 
felf-feeking Men, or diftracfted with difierent 
Views of the fitteft Means for promoting the 
pubhck Good, and compailing ^hpfe common 
Ends which Men propofe by uniting togc* 
ther in Society. This Difeale in a Body 
politick, Ifke the Difeaie of the Spleen in 
the patutal* is indeed frequently the tffcQt 
of high Health, and a generous Conftita* 
cion ; but then it fruftrates thofe Advaa* 
tases, and makes them that they neither are 
felt, nor can be improved. When Men feci 
no Eaie, be their Bodies ever io (bund or*. 
vigorous in appearance, it is the fame thing 
'as if they were really fick ; and a State, 
however happy in the Frame of its Laws and 
Government, or great and powerful in re- 
(pedt of Territory, Inhabitants^ or Riches, 
will fiill be in a weak and langui^ing Con- 
dition, while it is blown up wf9i inteftine 
Commotions,, and agitated with perpetual 
Paroxyfms ^nd Convulfions within. The 
ftrongefl Confliitution will at laft be brought;, 
under by this means, aud a general decay 
and lownels of Spirits fucceed the unnatural 
Ferment. , All the Parts wiU. become cnfec- 
bled, and forget to jperform their proper 

Fundions* 
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Fuadioiis. Imaginary Fears too wUl uiSi^ 
capable of producing equal Mifchief with 
real Maladies. . At lead they will give con- 
tini»l occafion for T^litkal ^^uacks to be 
trying Experiments, which, like thofe in 
Phy (ick, are often the mod dangerous Symp* 
toms of the Diicafe^ 

H £ mod tberefoce have very little publick 
Spirit, or even Humanity, who wilfully ei<* 
tber kindles or foments fuch cruel Diforders 
in his Country ; or who from wantonnels of 
Heart, or any views of- Interefl:^ can look 
on chem with unconcern. He muft be a 
ftraage Fellow who can take delight in the 
Contentions of private Men ; but to ftretch 
that Delight to the ConfuHons of our Coun^ 
try, carries with it the mod: frightful and 
ihocking Idea that can poflibly be imagin«l« 
It reiembles at lead, if it does not exceed, 
the barbarous Pleafure which Nero took ix% 
feeing the Capital of his Empire in Flames, 
mxd ImperiaUy Fuidling oyer theConflagra* 
tion. 

But however inconfifteot with Goodnels 

and Virtue it is to take a pkaiiire in the 

Divifions of one's Country, or to be adjve 

in the promoting of them, we ought not to 

extend this fb far is fame do, who upon iuch 

Occafions give themfelves Aits of beit^ 

intirely diiintefefled, and difclatoi all At« 

tachment to any of the contending Parties 

ia a State; Such Declarations are always 

fiiil^icioust and render the Mdn who make 

them 
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them, if they are Perfotis of Confideration 
and Importance, obnoxious on all bands to 
the Cenfore of being either lazy and indo- 
lent, or elfe artfiil and defigniog. It may 
therefore be of ibme ofe to enquire, how 
far an honed and wife Man in a time of 
pubJick DifTenfions ought to embark in them, 
and take part in the Debates relating to 
them, (b as to diicover his Opinions and 
Inclinations for one Party or Principle more 
than another. 

All violent Meafores, and Acrimony 
either of Speech or Behaviour, are already 
out of the queftion. The fame Reaibn 
which makes it criminal to raife, or to che- 
riih Sedition in a State, makes thefe fo too, 
fince they are themoft efiedual Means for 
widening a Breach, and perpetuating the 
publick Difbrders. Nor, on the other hand, 
is there any Reafon that will juftify an ab- 
folate Indifference on foch Conjunaures, in 
particular Perfons, amicttl the Troubles and 
Confofions of their Country. 

I N all Contentions of Parti)» in a Nation 
it is evident, that tho both Sides may be 
blameable in fome parts of their Condod, 
and guilty c^ carryii^ things to unwarrant- 
able Excefles ; yet as to the main Points in. 
di^nite the Right can be upon one fide only, 
and every Man who thinks at all, will and 
muft determine for himfelf on which of t|iem 
it is, and be iwayed, either by Ihclination 
or the Views he has of things, to wilh well 

to 
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to that Side which he thinks ta be in the 
right. The Queftion then is^ whether it be 
moft agreeable to Honefty and Virtue, for a 
Man publickly to 'declare for the Intereft he 
apprehends to have Reafon and Juftice on its 
ude, and aO: fairly and openly in the fupporc 
of it ; or to conceal his . Sentithents, and 
. carry it fair with both Parties, in order to 
fave his Power and Influence for fome lucky 
Occafion of doing greater Good : for if it be 
done purely upon Motives of private Inte- 
reft, no body doubts its bqing highly di/ho- 
ncfl and immoral. 

T B o many wife and good Men have en- 
tertained a different Opinion, I cannot help 
thinking the latter way of proceeding ex- 
tremely dangerous at leaft, if not contrary 
to Honefty and good Faith. The good 
Ends propofed by it are commonly remote 
and uncertain, and the 111 of it, be that 
inoreorlefe, immediate to a M^n's felf, aqd 
probably may affe<a the whole Society. 
There is a Pain at firft to every virtuous 
Mind in difguifing itfelf, and appearing to 
others what it really is not. Anions done 
in iiibh a Dii^uiie are alvlrays accomp^tnied 
with Uneafinefs and Conftraint* And the 
Feiar of being difcovered in our falfe Appear- 
ances, will be a perpetual Spring of Anxiety 
and EKlquietude. To which iif we add the 
Diftruft and Jealoufy which muft naturally 
arife in us^ that others are playing the fame 
fful Game with purfeives, there, can fcarce 
VoL II. I be 
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be imagined a more uncomfortable Situation 
than that of a Man acting iinder a Covert, 
and perfuading others into the beh'ef of 
things contrary to his real Thoughts an4 
Sentiments. 

But if Men have got the maftery of 
themfelves iij this Point, and By hackneying 
in the fVays of Men, as Shdkejpear exprefles . 
it, have rendred themfelves callous, and 
fnfenfible of the Pain of feeming what they 
arc not ; if they are grown dextrous at 
ihifting of Scenes, and changing of Shapes, 
and can enjoy themfelves with Tranquillity 
in a Courfe of infincere Management, and 
artful Compliances : If, I fay, they cad 
run thefe Lengths, they are in great hazard 
, of going farther, and leaving their Virtue 
altogether behind them. If once People get 
into the Notion, that the publick Good is 
to be promoted by any means, and that 
nothing is unlawful which dire(3:Iy does fo^ * J 
they will be very apt to make Inferences in 
their own favour, and extend the Maxim to 
private Intereit, which has a much ftronger 
Draught with the generality of Mankind 
than 'any other Biafs; And if this comes to 
be the caie with Men generally eifteemed for 
their Wifdom and Goodnefs, the ill E0k6kt 
it muO: have on the Bulk of Mankind in 
rendring them treacherous and cnk^ ia 
their Deahngs,. are but too obvious to n^ed 
being pointed at, - ^ • 

Besides* 
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BESti^ES, it is much to be. queftiphed> 
whether a t^erved 4£id oraculoos Behaviour, 
"SiVkdL Trimming betwixt Parties in a divided 
State^ be proper Meaus for gaining thole 
Sods, cithfer publick or private, which Men • 
generally ptdpofe by the ufc of them. For 
a Mati to becomS cmineritly ufeful to the 
FtMick, it IS for the moft part neceflafy t6 
be popular j and to carry on a private Inte- 
reft fecceftftfUy, there is no left need of great 
And pAweff4!(I Friendihips ; and no Man can 
arrive at either without much Opennefs and 
Candor od the one hand, and great Intimacy 
and GotifidenSe on the other, or at Icaft the 
Appearance of them. But if there be no 
more than Appearance in it, there is great 
danger of having the falfe Pretence dilco- 
vered ; and > then the politick Gentleman 
becotnes c6nteit)ptible, and no longer in a 
. capacity either of performing glorious En^ 
terptiiie'^ for the Pqblick; or 6f making d 
coofid^rable Interefl for himfelf. 

A Man had need have great confidence 
(o his o\vh Abilities, nay be very fure that 
be is cunninger than all he converfes with, 
belbre he takes upon »liim to guide them by 
hii Cunning. For if there are others as 
clinnfhg as himielf, he may be foil'd with hi^ 
dwn W^pons. And indeed this is what 
frecftiently happens ; for none are naore apt 
W be deceived thenrfelves than they who 
are continually endeavouring to delude o- 
therd. I have known Ibmc People^ who 

la iiad 
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had^play'd all their Tricks fb often over, 
that every body laughed at the repetition of 
thein». and read all their Adions and Pro- 
fc/Iions backward 9$ regularly ^nd with as 
.. much cafe, as, according to the vulgar Tra- 
dition, Witches are feid to do their Prayers. 
Ail thefe dark Counfels, a6d myilerious Ways 
of converfing with Mankind arc only extem- 
pore Devices, which, like the Back-Game al 
Tables^ will fervc for a turn, till an Anta^ 
gonlft has learned them, atid then they al« 
ways become either uielefs or dangerpug. . 

These .ConHderations ferve to ibevv the 
Folly and ill Effeds of a rflery'd, or a dou- 
ble Behaviour in the Interests and Debaties of 
our Coimtry, or Mankind. I will add far* 
ther, that both Friends and Enemies expe^ 
every Man to deal frankly and; openly in liich 
Matters, and look upon him either as^a mean- 
fprrited Coward, or a falfe defignii^ Hypo- 
crite, who does otherwife. And lure thctc 
can benp ftronger Proof of any thing. being 
our Duty, than that all Mankind concur in 
. thinking it fb. : If we are engaged in a good 
Cauie, and I faniy no Man willingly e^ou* 
fes what he thinks a bad one, what ihould 
make us either afliamed, or afraid of owning 
dbr Affedion to it ? Do we admire the ri- 
gid Virtue, and bluff Sincerity of the antient 
Romans], and yet not endeavour ta imitate 
^t ? Or fhall we extol the inflexible Inte* 
grity fb remarkable in former Ages, aqd yet 
Viake Supplcnefs and Compliance the only 

Teft 
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Teft of a wife and good Man in our oVn ? 
Ttiis were to bely our Con virions in the 
grofTeft and mcffl criminal manner, and to 
make our whole Lives one continued Con<- 
tradidion to our natural Sentiment*s. 

I N ihort. Veracity and Plain-dealing are 
amiable Qualities ; Qualities we always ex- 
ped: in a Friend, and the want of which ne- 
ver fails to render an Enemy more odious. 
Without breaking in upon them, and uHng 
Diilimulation in our whole Condu(3:, it is 
impodiblc for a Man who converles at all 
in the World, to conceal his Sentiments 
about any Matter of Importance which hap- 
pens to be agitated in it. And therefore 
none (hould «im at a Qualification which 
cannot be attained without impairing their 
Virtue. 

What led me into this Train of Reflec- 
tion, was an Obiervation I have frequently 
made on the backwardnefs of many Friends 
of our prefent legal and happy Conftitution* 
to maintain the jufl and honourable Princi- 
ples on which it is founded ; either thro' a 
falfe Modcfty of not difturbing Company, 'or 
a falfe Policy of gaining its Enemies by other 
Methods than Reafon and Convii^ion. As 
the Principles of Liberty on which we are 
now happily eftabliihed, are the mod manly 
and generous in the World, it is in the 
bigheu degree unmanly and ungenerous to 
neglect propagating them, or to decline their 
defence when they are attacked ; both which 

I ? arc 
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are buc coo frequently done. This is Ii^^ 
titude CO our Anceftois^ who left w the ixk^ 
eftimable Privileges we enjoj ; and lojoftice 
to Ppderity , to whom we ought to traofixHl 
them. The Security of pur Liv^ and Pifo- 
perties, the Power of cowmaiidiog our own 
^ufiuefs and Diverdous, and tile Preiervatipo 
of the fundamental Right of Mae kind freely 
to exapiipe and debate upon aU .Matters ci« 
ther in Philoiophy or Rel^ion^ are the noble 
i^ud ble(][ed Efkds of the Settlement we Of e 
under ;. and whoevei is either afraid or a« 
flian^d to appear in their behalf, richly det 
' fcrves to be deprived of them : and. on the 
other band, iiich as dace not open theif 
mouths againft TyraQny andj» Q^otrj, Pef- 
fecutioa and Prieftcraft, na tefe juftjy merit 
to get a Trial of them. 

I am, SIR, 

t 

Tour very^ hmnhle Servant^ . 

HiBEJimiCU* 
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ti^ 69. Saturday, July i'^, 1^26. 

To HiBERNICUS. 

'Eid-A^f 3^vov» iJ^i piytw mtmi' ' S x m o k i d e s, 

of all things good or bad in human Life, 
Nmght is held worfe, nought tetter than, a Wife. • 

• - 

SIR, 

S I am one of your conftane Read- 
ers, I cannot but wonder that In a 
Paper intended for the Service of 
the Pubhck, yon have not taken 
the leaftnoticeoffo agreeable, and 
I may fay, fo confiderable a Part of the 
World, as that of the Fair Sex : which, like 
the richefl: Soil, the more it is fubjed: to 
Weeds, the better it defer ves our moft aflidu- 
ous Culture. . 

The Follies of the Fair ones, as Mr. Ad- 
difon obferves, are chiefly owing to the little 
pains taken by as in finding out proper Em- 
ployments for them. Their Amufements feem 
contrived for them, rather as they are Wo- 
men, than as they are reafbnable Creatures ; 
gad are more adapted to the Sex than to the 

I 4 Species 
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Species. Their Toilec is their great Scene of 
Bufinels; and the well adjufting of their Hair, 
' 16 reckoned a very good . Morning's work : 
and if theV make an Excarfion to ^Mercer's 
or a Tqy-Jhapi fo great a Fatigue renders them 
unfit for any. thing elle the Day after. 

The Effed; of this trifling Educatrgn, of 
which We ourlelves are the Caulc, as it proves 
the Ruin of their Sex, fo it proves, if not the 
Ruin, at leaft the Plague of ours. It grieves 
pie to think that one half of Humanity Ihould 
be entirely incapacitated for the Bufincfs of 
the World, which notwithftanding never was 
arid never will be managed without them. 

For my part I freely own, I am not for 
a Wife after the Tafte of Francis Duke of 
Britany ; who, upon a Treaty of Marriage 
between him and the Princcfe IfabelldyD^^i^^ 
ter to the King oi Scotland, being told, that 
ihe was very homely bred, and without any 
manner of Learning, made anfwcr. That he 
Jikcd her the better for it, accounting it Learn* 
ing fufficient for a Woman to kdow how to 
dillingui(h between her Husband's Shirt and 
bis Doublet. For on the contrary we find, 
that fuch of their Sex, as breaking thro* the 
Prejudices of Education, apply themfelves to 
the improving their Studies, difcover a Genius 
even in the noblell Produdions of the Mind, 
noway inferior to thofc of Men, I need 
»ot travel far for an Inftance in the moft de- 
jightful way, I mean in Poetry ; where in 
JpiteofftUthe Difadvantjiges thcyjie under, 

the 
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the Ladies fliiae with a certain Saperioriry of 
Lively and Expreflive, peculiarly natural to 
them. Lucany of all the antient Poets, is 
mod adnyred for livelinefs of Expreflion. His 
Turn upon the Inventioft of Letters, is a beau- 
• tiful Example. 

Thcmicesp'imi^ famafi creditur^ uji . 
Man fur am rudibus vocem fignare figuris. 

W H I c H without Paraphrafe, for the ufc of 
the mere Englijh Reader, may be thus literally 

tranflated. . 

•• • • ■ 1 

Tlois Art Phcniciar^ {if ive crediP Fame) 

Of fairaing fettered. Sounds in antique Figures claim'. 

BREBjEVF, the jPr^rA Tranflator 
of this Author, obfcrving the Beauty of this 
paflage, has taken larger Compais. * 

Cefl: deluy que nous vient cet art ingenieux 
De peindre la parole & de parler aux yeux ; 
Er par Ics traites divers des figures tracees 
Donner de la coCileur & dn corps au penfees. 

Our £»^//^Tranilatori2^^ has followed 
his Example. 

Phenicians jfry?, if antient Fame be true, 
Thefacred My fiery of Letters knem ; 
They frji by Sounds in various Lines def^n^d, 
Mxfrefid the Meaning of the thinking Mind\ 
^befower of Wordsby Figures rude convey^ d^ 
^d ufifuf icjenf^ ever lofting maden 

And 


And Iitoty JAti:M(mky fo well knowa by 
hit Poetical Name^ Marindd. 

The nobk Jrtfirom Cadmus tMk its ^ife 
Qfj^inUng Words ^ md Jpeaking to the Eyes. 
He firfi in wond'rous magic k Fetters bound 
The airy Voice^ and fiopt the flying Sound : 
The various Figures % his Pencil wrought ^ 
Gave Colour and a Body to theThought. 

Well may the Englijh and Preneh Tran- 
fljktors yield to a Lady, who has excelFd, we 
may fafeiy (ay, even Lucan himfelf. 

It is incredible to believe the Force of 
Education ovey our very Natures. We know 
not. the Extent of a Female Genius, becaule 
Wc pot it not to the Trial 

. Great Julius, on the Mountains bredi 
A Flock ferhafs, or Herd had led : 

\- He.that the Madrid fubdi^d, had keen 
But the biji Wreftler on the Green. 
*Tis \4rt and Knowledge which draw forth 

. . The bidden Seeds of nat'rOt Worth ; 

. They blowthofe Sparks, and make them rife 

* Into fuch Flames as touch the Skies. 

If then, according to ff^aller's Rule, 
when we cHJcoyer a Country Fellow who 
e3{cels'his Cojnpanionis in thefe meaner Exer- 
cifes, we ought to allow him thf &me .Excel- 
lences, iuppofmg he had applied himfelf to 
greater Matters ; why ihould we not grant 
the fame Indulgence • to the Ladies? Why 

^ibonld 
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i^uld wc not: iovigilie that FaQcy capable of 
the Tajioraly which diftit^uimes Itfdf i^ 
clegautly^ in a Vitct of Cut -Taper .? Or even ' 
the Eptque^ that (hews kfelf fp yarioufly in 
a Needle-Trodu£tion ? 

Our Treatment of. the Fair, if we refled):, 
is barbarouily ungenerous. We take all pof- 
fible care to breed them up to Folly, and then 
upbraid them for it. We have hardly a great 
Poet among the ^ Englijh who has not " di- 
(linguifhed nimielf by faying fomething re* 
markably bitcer ^ainfl: poor Woman. I have 
made a little CoUedion of theijc^ Invedives: 
Tho I muft pre-obferve, that in a Difpute, 
where Men are both Parties and Judges, it is 
no wonder if Women have not Juftice done 
them. That, therefore, my fair Readers may 
be fulEciently armed againfl this outr^eous 
Proceeding, I leave them the Application of 
this Fable of Atrimusy as I find it tranflated 
by Sir Roger DEftrange. 

^ There was a Controverfy flatted between 
^ a Lion and a Man, which was the braver and 

* ftronger of the two. Why look you (lays 
' the Man after a long difpuce) we'll appeal 
^ to that Statue there ; and fo he fbew'Q aim 
' the Figure of a Man cut hi Stone with a 

* Lion under his feet.- Well, lays the Lipn> 
^ If we had been brought up to Sculpture a9 
' you are, where you have one Lion under 
^ the Feet of a Man, you fliould have twenty 
f Men vin^ct tjje P»W9 pf ^ WW:' . 

ft 
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I ihali begin with the Invei^iVe of Milim 
ip his Taradife Loft, 

4 » 

Out ofTnyfight\ thou Serpent y that' Name befl 
Befits thee y v)ith him leagud^ thy felf as falfe 
And hateful ; nothing wants ^ but that thy Shape ^ 
Like hisy and Colour Serpentine^ mayjhoyj 
7%y inward Fraud, to warn all Creatures jrom theer^' 

Agaiii> 


**fhy All is Ftn a, Sbowi 




w •♦ 


Rather than f olid Virtue ; all but a Rib, 

Crooked by Nature, bent^ as now appears, 
. More to the Part fini/ler from me drawn j 

Wellif thrown out, as Supernumerary^ 

To my jufi Number found. Oh ! why did Qttd^ ;, . 

Creator wife, that peopled higheR Heavn 

With Spirits mafculine, create this lafi^ 
. This Novelty on Earth, this fair DefeSi 

Of Nature, and not fill the IVorldat ma ' 

iVith Men as Angels without Feminine^ 

Orfindfome other JVay to generate 

Mankind? , * 

The next is of fl^^fr. 
> • 

IVomen are governed by a fiubborn Fate ; 

Their Lovers iufuperable as their Hate : 

No Merit their Averfion can remove, 
^ No ill Requital can efface their Love. 

' If &ch a tender Poet as Waller could be 
lb fevere, what muft wc ?xped; from the 
Rants of Lee ! 


• 


/ 
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ByHeavn twas ever thus 


Where Women had to do. Therefore behoU her 

At 
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,AsaGangy€€ntothe&ate,andcutberoffi 
Tie Baii$ of Empire ! and the Rot of Power i 
Tet there rilftay and fix my Imagination . 

/ Gn ali their Mifchiefs y Murders^ Majf acres ^ 
And Seas of Shod thefvefpilt informer Ages. 
JVoman no more^ and when my Heart is goring^ • 
Sound but the Namsj the powerful Spell Jball tind 
Beyond Circean or iEgypciaa Charms : -» 

^ Twill raife the lowefi Devils up in SwarmSy S 
Unhinge the Glohe^ and put the Wofrldin Arms^ 
Womany that dooms us all to one fure Grave ^ ' 

. And f after damns than Providence canfave. 

Conftantinc, 

If Dry den comes ibort oiLee in his Sfa^ 
mjh Fryer, 

(OhJ/irtue! Virtue! what art thou become^ 
T'hatMenJhould leave thee for that Toy y a Woman! 
. Made from the Drofs and Refuje of a Man : 
; He(vvn took him/leepingy w%en he made her too ; 
ttidMqn been wakingy he had he^er confented.) 

• ' ■ * 

THts of his All for Love^ makes ample 
Rqjaratiod. 

Oh I Womany Wman^ Woman ! All the Gods 
Have not fuch Pow'r in doing Good to Man, 
. As you pf doing Harm. ' . /^ 

OTIVAT and Rowe are in a kind of Ri- 
valihip of Satire upon this Occafion. If this 
Invei^i ve of K^w^ in his Tamerlane^ 

. (fheir Affeciationy Pridey lO-nnturey Nbifij 
Pronenefs to change ev^from the Toy thatpkas'dthemi 
So gracious is their Idol, dear Fariety, 

..•'"'/.' ' . That 
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'that fir anoih^^s hrve they vxmld forgo 

An Ai^-J Form, and mingk with the Devirs.) 

Yield not to that of Otway ia his 2>^ Carlos^ 

ft 

Qrhou\t)Voman^atrtie Copy ofthefirft^ 
In whom tfM Race of aM Mankind mas curfl : 
Tour Sey: by. Beauty was to Hearv^n allfd^ 
Bui your great Lord the De\il taught you Pride t . 
H^ too an Angd^ till he duY ft rebels 

And you are fure the &ars that vHth him fell :) ^ 

Neither docs that o( Rowe in his Fair 
Tenitentj 

(For they are falfe^ luxurious in their Apfetitis^ 
And all the He^tven they hope for is Pariety* . 
One Lover to another ft ill fmaeds ; 

'. Another y and another after. that,\ . v 

And the loft Fool is welcome as thefirjieer ; 
Itll havinglovd his Hour out^ he gives place^ 
And mingles with the Herd that went before him. * »' ■ 
IVn^H fuchfmooth Looks ^ and many a gentle Wordy 
7'hefiYfbfaiY fheb^uiVd her eafy Lord: ' » 
Too blind with Love and Beauty to beware^ ^ 

- He fell umhinking in the fatal Snare ; 
Nor €OU*dbelttve thatfuch a Heavenly Face 
Had bargained with the Devil^ to damn her wretched 
Race ') • • 

Ykld td this t)fO/w4^ ia his O^J^ .' 

* • " * 

* Td leave 'the World for him that hatei a Woman ! \ 
Woman^ the Fountain of all human Frailty ! 
What mighty Bis have not been done by Woman f \. 
Who was* tbetra/d the Capitol? A Wtman. 
Who loft Mzrkknthony the Worlds A Woman. 
Who was the Caufe of a long Ten Tear s War ^ 

a . And j 

■ ' ■ J 
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AndlaidatliffiotdTr^yiHAjhes} mman; 

DefiruSiivei danmaiky deceitful ffAimafU 

Woman to Man fir ft as a Bl^$ng giv^M^ 

When Imocmce 4ind Love were i» their Pmf^^ •. 

Happy a-while in Pavadife they iay^ 

But quickly IVoTMH limgd to gd aftray ; 

Some fooUjh new Adventure needs mnft pravi^ '* 

And the fivft Deviijhe fatujjbe <:fwtg*d her Love j 

To his Temptations leudly fie inclined 

Her Soldi and for an Apple ddmn'd MnAind. 

Most of thefe heavy Acciiiatioii^ you 
will find reverse in the ibiio wing Poem, 
written in defence of the fkir Sex, a confide- 
rable time fince ; tho never before, for. what 
I could find, cominittcd to Print. ^ 

* Man was a happy Favourite akve^ • 
. Pt^en Heaven endow d him with thePow^r to love< 
His God ne^erthoHght him in aperfeB Staie^ • 
Ttill Woman made his Paradife compleat. . 
*Tf X truey her Weaknefs coft him [omethtn^ dear ; 
Tet tn his Pall more Weaknefs did appear. -^ 

For Eve Excufes numherlefs abound i ^ 
Not one for filly Kdi^m can he found*' 
She, helplefsy yielded to theftronger Powr^ 
The fuhtleft Serpent Hell had then in ftore : 
IKy tho he faw at flake eternal Lifey 
Was Fool enough to yield unto his Wife. 
Nor do his Sons from his Example flr ay } ' 
T%e Women promifey hut. the Meuohy* 
By them the World hav ever finee been ledy 
And cully" d Men content with Name of Head* 
Our Wits by our Employments may appear ; 
Our Days of Labour ^ and our Ntghts of Care ; 
FTitigues of War J and Drudgeries of State^ 
^iffdyendur'd to make our Women great! 
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All that is good inUfe^fir Lift they chufe; 

We glean up all the Sad which they refufe. 

Suppofe. them in their Ttafle not over-nice; 
' ■ Say J ie not want of "Tafie our common Vice ? 

Suppofe^ inWomen you no Faith can find; 

Say, are not Men UJs faithful than the JVind ? 

No wonder that their Frailties go afiray, 

]f ev^n our M^fdomsUad them firomtheir Way ! 

On our own CohduEl chiefly hangs our Fate j 
* NegleS them, and our Title's in debate. < 

^ Not Heat, tut Provocation fires their Blood : 

Good were all Men, all Women woud te^ good 

By Nature virtuous^ virtuous as they're f ait j 

We make them vicious^ vicious when they are. 

Laws unobfervd by us, Jball they obferve ? 

At worfl they ferve us, but as them weferve. 

Could Man but oncerefohe to fin no more. 

Woman woudjoon loft Innocence reftofe. 

Woman! mofl happy Pledge of Heaven s Good-^iU! 

Woman! mofi per feSiProHuEi of its Skill! 

Woman ! that aU our pleafam Hours employs ! 

Woman ! the Centre of all earthly Joys ! 
A ND yet could I be,aUJbe is or can, 

t would fiot ceafe to be that Creature Man. . 

Manas I am^ foManlftillwoudreRi 

i wotid be Man, to be by Woman bleft* 


«0^iil9» 
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To the Author of the T)ubiin Journal. 

Falfus honor juvaty & mendax infamia tenet. HoR. 

SIR, 

THE R S fajhion Men, fays 
Montaigne^ I reprefent them. 
There is certainly no Error more 
common among Writers on Mo- 
rality than this which Montaigne 
takes notice of, and which, notwithftandiog 
all his boailing, he was not altogether free 
from himfelf. It is laid down as a Rule^ that 
the belt way to judge of other Men is to 
looJk into 'Our own Bofoms^ and draw from 
thence the Pidure of the whole Species* 
Hence it comes to pafs, that the molt pare 
of Diicourfes on Mankind are either wholly 
Satire, or Panegyric. The virions and the 
openly abandoned imagine the refl of the 
World as bad as themfelves, only that they 
conceal their Vices with greater Caution, or 
thro' Fear are more temperate in the grati- 
fication of them. Selfifti and defigning Per- 
ibns think Inteteft the fole Motive to Adion 
in all Men, and all Appearances of Genero- 
iity and Good-will to be mere Artifice and 
VoLU. K . Hypo- 
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Hypocrify. And on the other hand. Men 
of good Intentions, who love Honcfty aod 
Integrity, and abhor all under-hand and trea- 
cherous Deahngs, are apt to believe* that 
the fame good and noble' Difpofition runs 
thro' the whole Species, with a very few 
exceptions t.o ibme irregular Minds, which 
feem to have fallen away from Humanity, 
and given a wrong Direction to the firff and 
genuine Motions of Nature. 

Without taking upon me to determine . 
wherein lies the Excefs of any or of all theie 
different Opinions concerning Mankind, I 
think I may freely aflert, that if we take the 
World as we find it^ it will be pretty diificulc 
to make any one of them ib univerial, as to 
folve by it all the Appearances to be met 
with in the progrefe of- Life, Thq laft of 
them,, as it is certainly the nobleft and mod 
amiable Conception of human Nature, fb it 
bids faireft for being the true one, where 
Men have not been very early debauched 
either by ill Education, or ill Example. And 
tho it iliould really prove a miftaken No- 
tion, yet would there be an advantage to 
Mankind in believing it ; fince nothing can 
have more influence to make Men zGt ho- 
neftly and virtuoufly themfelves, than a per- -^ 
feca confidence in the Honefty and Virtue 
of thofe they have any dealings with ; as, on 
the contrary, that Man's Virtue wilt be much 
fufpecSed, who has entertained ftrong fufpi- 
cions either of particular Pcrfons, or of hu- 

I man 
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man Nature in general. This hinders not 
however, but that we may confiftently e- 
nough lay open any prevailing Humour or 
Pra(5lice in Mankind, which either really or 
fcemingly contradiiJls the Principles by which 
Men are ufually determined to Adion. 

One of the mod notorious Inftances here- 
of, is that old Obfervation, That the greateft 
part of Men had rather be reckoned Knaves 
than Fools ; and are Jefs troubled ^t having 
their Virtue called in queftion, than their 
Underjianding. And as this is evidently 
preferring Abilities to that which only can 
Tender them valuable. Men are very ready 
to infer from it the weaknefs of human Vir- 
tue in general. It may therefore be neither 
a dilagrecable nor unprofitable Speculation, 
to inquire how far the Obfervation is true, 
and what Effects liich a Temper may pro* 
duce in the Condud: of Life. 

It muft be owned, that the Behaviour of 
a great many Men juQifies but too much the 
ill-natur'd Cenfure of Mankind's afFcding ra- 
ther a fplendid than an honed Reputation, 
and chunng a Good which terminates in a 
Man's lelf, before one which extends its la^ 
^nence to others. We meet with Perlbns 
every day, who are much more afbamcd to 
be founid out in an ill-concerted Defign, or a 
Blunder in Converfation, than to be detected 
in a Series of cunning and indired:, but (uc- 
cefsful Management : Nay, they will go 
farther^ and after having carried their point, 
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make their boafts of the leveral Artifices and 
Stratagems they made ulex)f for their purpofe, 
not omitting their Dexterity in deceiving; 
and impofing upon th? Weaknefe of other 
People, and by that means playing them one 
againft another. Ail your fVhifflers^ and 
low Politicians^ make a great merit of 
their Skill in this kind of Game. They have 
not ftrength of Genius enough to go thro' a 
Bufinefs in the common and diredl: Road ; 
and fo are compelled to (Irike into By-paths 
and blind Alleys of their own, difguifing all 
they do under the mask of prudent Condad: 
and profound Policy ; which, by an Error 
very natural to weak Minds, they imagine 
to be nothing but working under ground. 
With fuch Men therefore it is no wonder that 
the Reputation of Wifdom and Abilities fbould 
bear a greater price than that of Honefty and 
plain Dealing ; fince Men are always moft 
jealous about that to which they have the 
weakeft pretenfions, and often beftir them- 
lelves moft vigoroufly in that part of their 
Charadler wherein they are conlcious of the 
greateft Deficiency. At leaft, I am confi- 
dent, this will not appear improbable to any- 
one who confiders, tnat Cowards generally 
make the greateft Bullies ; and that no Wo- 
men put on greater Airs of Diftance and 
Modefty, than thofe who in private caa 

f)ermit the neareft and moft indecent Fami- 
iarities. . 

Bur 
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But with regard' to the Bulk of Mankind, 
the ObfSrvation, that Men had rather be 
reckoned Knaves than Fools^ muft be li- 
mited a good deal, before it can be received 
for true. If by it we' mean, that Men had 
rather be reputed intirely void of all Virtue 
and Goodnefs, and wholly bent upon Wic* 
kednefs and Mifchief, than either partially, 
or even totally deficient in Wifdom and Un- 
derftanding, I am perfuaded, there are few, 
if any, fuch Monfters to be found in the hu- 
man Species. For as all our Happinefs de- 
pends on our loving, and being beloved by 
fbme Perfons in the World, which muft al- 
ways fuppofe fome degree of Virtue and Ho- 
nefty in us, either real or apprehended, it is ' 
impoffible we Ihould ever give the preference 
ro an Opinion concerning us, which would 
draw on us a general Dilefteera, and Hatred 
too, before one which could only expoie us 
to Difefteem, but at the fame time entitled 
us to Companion. But that Men Ihould pre- 
fer being looked upon as artful and infincere 
in fome particulars of their Management, 
rather than remarkably weak and infufli- 
cient in the whole, is no doubt very com- 
mon and very natural. And the Reafon 
hereof is extremely obvious. A natural 
want of Judgment, and weaknefs of Under- 
ftanding, can never be remedied in any length 
of Time, or by the moft diligent Applica- 
tion to the Means of Improvement ; whereas 
a vitious Temper, or an ill Habit, contracSlcd 
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thro' the prevailing Power of Cuftom, and 
Complaifancc to the common Ways of the 
World, may in time be removed by the ex- 
ercife of right Reafbn, and a found Judg- 
ment. And certain it is, that the Senfc of 
any incurable DefecS:, and confeqiiently the 
imputation of it too, is more painful and 

;r{evous than that of iiich as arc otherwife. 

[t is juft with the Imperfedions of the Mind 
as with thofe of the Body ; fuch as arc in- 
capable of being ever mended, give the 
Owner the fharpcft Affliiftion, when taken 
notice of. 

I T is however a weaknefs, and a misfor- 
tune, to be in any degree more fond of the 
'Reputation of great Wifdom, and a good 
Underflanding, than of generous Minds and 
benevolent Affedions. It is a fign that we 
arc more ambitious of fwayiug Men by Au- 
thority than Good-will ; and would rather 
gain our Point by dint of Abilities, than be 
indebted to the Generofity and Kindnefe of 
others. When we come to prize intellectual 
rather than moral Qualities, it is highly pro- 
bable we fliall become more follicitous to 
exert a great Capacity, or a convenient Pli- 
ablenefs to Occafions^ than an overflowing 
Humanity, or an uncorrupted and tenacious 
Honefly. We fhall look too much inwards, 
to interefl ourfelves as heartily as we ought 
in the Concerns of others ; and be in danger 
of making our Pride and Vanity fit uppermoft 
in every AiStion of our Lives. For the Con- 

ccic 
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ceit of Wifdom generally has that cffedt, 
wHile the Confcioulhels of Virtue always in* 
fpires Humility and Moderation. 

There is great danger too of our Inno- 
cence, when we defire rather to be thought 
able than good Men. A Mind of this Caft 
will be perpetually carrying on Schemes, 
purely for the fake of fetting to fliow its Per- 
fedions, and be reftlefs in every fituation of 
Life, And certainly fuch a Dilpofition, if 
not intirely deftrucStive, muft at lead be very 
dangerous to Virtue. Nor is it unlikely, that 
in fuch circumftances Men will be too full 
6f their own Views, to tie themfclves down 
to the eftablifhed Rules of Juftice and Equity 
in their proceedings ; and will confiilt rather 
the Expediency than Lawfulnefs of the Means 
for obtaining their Ends. They will be apt 
to imagine the direct and honeil Road of Ma- 
nagement too much beaten and expofed, to 
be the fitteft for their purpofe ; and fo endea- 
vour to find out more fecret and fecure Ways 
of arriving at it. The greateft part of our 
noted Politicians have given remarkable In* 
(lances of this ; and tamiihed many illuftri- 
ous and great Anions for the Service of their 
Country, by the bafe and difhonourable Arts 
they made ufe of in doing them. And to 
this day the famed School of Loyola makes 
it its chiefeft Care to inftil the fame foTt of 
Maxims into the Minds o.f its Difciples. In 
ihort, when Men are got into the Opinion 
of Wifdom being the mod laudable Quality, 
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and at th^ fame time think they are fiilly pof^ 
fefTed of it, they look on therafelves as little 
Gods upon Earth, who can govern the World 
much better than it can be by any Rules 
which the Author of Nature has given us, 
and confequently are in the fairefl dilpofitioa 
poflible to eftabliih Tyranny, either civil or 
ecclefiaftical, whenever they have Power and 
Opportunity* 

I D o not lay, that theft are the neceflary 
Conlequences of making fuch a wrong Efti- 
mate ia the Value of Abilities and Goodneft ; 
but I am fure, they are very comoion Effects 
of it, and ought to be frequently refleded on, 
to iiiuder us from fwelling in our own Con- 
ceit, by fhewing us, that we are then mofl in 
danger of being foolifh, when we make th$ 
flrougeft Efforts to difplay our Wifdom. For 
certainly there can be no greater Folly in the 
World than to obliterate our Senle of thofe 
fair and comely Ideas of Innocence and 
Goodnefs, which Nature has implanted in us, 
and are the principal Means both of our own 
Happinefs and Ufefulnefs to Mankind ; yet 
this is what hardly can be avoided, when the 
Faculties of the Underftanding become more 
the Objed: of our Efleem and Admiration, 
than the Charms of a native and unaffeded 
Virtue, 

/ am^ SIR, yotirs^ &c. 

]KlBERNICl|S. 
N?7lr 
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To HiBERNICUS* 

Quadam temfora erifiuntur nobis^ quadam fubducun- 

fury quadam effluunu T'urpijjima tamen efi jaElu" 

rUy qua fer negligentiam venit ; & fi volueris at'' 

tenderey magna vita pars elabitur male agentibuSj 

*maxima nihil agentibus^ tot a aliud agentibus. Sen, 

SIR, 

T has been obfcrved, that tho 
Men complain of the fhortneis of . 
Life, they live as if they were ne- 
ver to die. This is but t»o vifible 
from the many Contrivances and 
Devices they ^re daily finding out to relieve 
tbemfelves from the intolerable Burden of 
idle Time which lies lb heavy upon their 
hands, and which they can find no other way 
to get rid of, than by mif-fpending it. But 
tho the Methods of ipif-fpending it are almoft 
innumerable, yet, in my opinion, there is 
none more pernicious and univerfal than the 
Pradice of Gaming. And therefore I hope, 
the due Confideratipn- of the many Inconve- 
niences and ill Efledks attending it, will not 
only fiiperlede the Neceffity of an Apology 

for cacje^vouring to ^xpofe |t, {jut eyep ex- 

- pife 
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cafe the wane of faicable Abilities in him who 
does it, on account of the goodoefs of his 
Intention. 

Being fenfible, that the Defign of your 
Paper is the Reformation of Abules, it is a 
good while fince I formed a Refolution to put 
you in mind of this. The intervention how- 
ever of other Bufinefs hindered me from do- 
ing fo, till the other Night, feeing two inti- 
mate Friends quarrel at Cards about a Trifle, 
fet me again upon it. And as I think it would 
be a piece of acceptable Service to your 
Country, if by your means any who are 
addicted to it could be argued out of a Cus- 
tom fo incapable of producing any good fif- 
feds, and fo generally attended with ill ones« 
I think you ought not to decline (b nec^Iary 
and important a Duty. 

GAMING is faid to find a Man a Btib- 
blcy and make him a Sharker. And indeed 
the Refledtion inuft in the general be allow- 
ed to be juft. Young Men left in the pofTefi 
fion of confiderable Fortunes, are firft drawn 
in by Rooks and Sharpers to play high ; and 
being unexperienced in the World, are never 
made fenfible of their Folly till they are ftript 
of all ; and, which is worle than the lofs of 
all, have perhaps acquired fuch Habits of 
Idlenefs and Luxury, as can never be worn 
ofT By this time, it may be, they are be- 
come pretty expert Gamejiers ; and being 
made Mailers of the Science which undid 
them, endeavour to lick themlelves whole by 

it. 
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it, and employ it to the Ruin of others. This 
is the atmoft a thorow-pac'd Gamejier can 
propofe ; and a very forry AdvantJ^e indeed, 
when rightly confidered For thefe Pcrfons, 
well knowing that they muft have their run 
of ill Luck as well as good, take no thought 
but to fquander away in extravagance what 
they acquired by Idlenels, and fo are rather 
the worfe than the better for their Gains. Or 
if any of them fhould become fuch dextrous 
Praditioners as to Iccure themfelves of gene- 
ral Succefs, and at the fame time have Wifdom 
enough to hoard up their Winnings ; yet as 
the former can* never be done without palpa* 
ble Injuftice and Iniquity, the Wages of it 
will prove but a poof Recompenfe for the 
lols of that Integrity and Innocence, the Re- 
flection of which is one of the highefl En* 
joyments of an intelligent Being. 

How pernicious to Civil Society this 
Practice has been looked upon by wife Men, 
is very evident from the Laws which have 
beep made againll it. That great Lover of 
Mankind, King William^ who (aved thefe 
Nations from the greateft Evils which could 
fall on a free People, did not however think 
this below his notice. That fame Wifdom 
and Forefight which laid the Foundation of 
our prefent happy SettlemeQt, procured us 
alio an Jfi againji Excejftve Gaming. This 
was then thought a very niefiil and good 
Law ; bow comes it then, that it is not put 
in force, or rather is totally negle^ed ? The 
^ only 
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only Reafbn I can fiod for it is a falfe Notion^ 
which reckons it diihonourable to take the 
advantage of the Law, in refufing to pay . 
Debts contradied on this fcore. But I mull: 
ask luch Men, what it is they mean by Ho- 
nourabk i Both Reaibn, and the Laws of 
the Land declare. That nothing which we 
legally poflefs ought to be taken from us, 
without a valuable Coniideration. Where 
then is the Diflionour of refufing to perform 
a Contrad the Law declares to be unjufl:, 
unlefs it be honourable to do a thing both 
unreafonable and unlawful ? Whoever redu- 
ces himfelf or his Family to Poverty by ful- 
filling an Obligation of this fort, and fuch 
things frequently happen, will find very lit- 
tle Satisfaction, or Credit either, in being 
called Honourable^ by a Rafcal w;ho has beea^ 
the Caufe of his Ruin. I can't therefore but 
think it the indiipenfible Duty of aify one 
in fiich unhappy Circumftances, to take the 
advantage the Law allows him, provided he 
follows this evil Practice no longer : for tin- 
leis he does fo, he is felf-condemned, and fb 
cannot in Reafbn or Equity demand the Be- 
nefit of the Law. But if he has the Virtue 
intirely to forfake the Practice, he may 
boldly perfift in refufing to perform a wicked 
Bargain, without fearing the leaft Cenfure 
from Men of real Worth and Underflanding. 
And if fuch Men approve the Adion, it 
is of fmali moment what others think or fay 
about it. 

Bur 
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But beftdes the ill EfFeds this Cuftom may, 
and frequently has upon rhe Fortunes and 
Eftates of thofe who have unhappily given 
themfelves up to it, the pernicious influence 
it has on their Minds, affords yet ftronger 
Reafons againfl: it. I have frequently ob- 
ferv'd People at Play to cheat, lye, Iwear, 
and throw themfelves into Convulfions of 
Paflion. little different from Madnefs, who, 
I believe, at another time would not have 
been guilty of fuch Extravagances on any 
Confideration whatfoever. During the de- 
pendence of a Game, how is the Mind kept 
on the Rack, and how leady to break out 
into a Flame upon the fmalled difappoint- 
ment ? And how many fatal Difputes have 
arifen upon fuch occafions, I need not men* 
tion; nnce I fanfy, there are few who can- 
not recolle<5t Inftances of People who have 
imbrued their hands in blood, in the decision 
of a Controverfy of this kind. Certain it is, 
that both Anger and Avarice become habi- 
tual to fuch as make a conftant pradice of 
Gaming ; and by this means Benevolence^ 
the foundation of all Virtue, grows every 
day weaker and weaker, till by degrees the 
Tone of the Affedions is intirely loft, and 
the Mind rendered infenfible of thofe fecret 
Motions which excite Men to the doing of 
virtuous and laudable Actions. 

Allowing however that Gaming ihould 
not produce the fatal Confequences 1 have 
mention'd, and it muft be by a piece of ex* 

traordinary 
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traorditiary good luck if it does not ; yec 
the lois of Time it necefTalrily occaiions, is 
an unaofwerable Argnment againft it.* Whea 
Men do not all the Good they can, they are 
certainly accountable for their Mifimprove- 
ment. And this is really the Cafe of ail ex* 
cedive Gameftefs ; for they both negled the 
Means of Improvement, and lole the Oppor- 
tunities of doing Good. I have known fe« 
vdral, who, tho they ftarce Jenew any thinj 
elfe, could play at all kind of Games wit] 
the greateft ea(e and dexterity imaginable, 
and who, I am confident, with the fame Ap* 
plication and Expence, might ha?e rendered 
themfelves eminent in fbme of the mod ufe* 
ful and honourable Profeflions in Life» Surely 
liich Men have very feldom, if ever reflected 
at all, or been in a dilpofition for examining 
themfelves on thole important Queftions re- 
commended to the Confideration of Mankind 
by a * late celebrated and noble Author : 
What am I ? where dm I? what have I to 
do here ? They have never inquired what 
Relation they fland in with regard to the (e- 
veral Beings about them, nor what are the 
Duties they owe them ; and Co have never 
done any Good, unlefs it were by accident ; 
it being impoflible it could be by Intention, 
which is ever the effed: of Deliberation and 
Reflection. 


Lord Shaftesbury. 


For 
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For this reaioD the • Apology of thofc 
who play only for Diverliooi as they term 
it, oi^ht not t6 be admitted. They do not 
indeed commit luch adoal Mifchief as the 
Gamefters for Money do ; but at the (ame 
time they are criminal, in not doing the 
Good they ought to do% This kind of Ga- 
ming is ulualfy the Winter-Evening's Enter- 
tainment in a Family, wherein the fair Sex 
are principally concernM. I remember, you 
remarked in one of your Papers fome time 
ago, that in the days of yore the common 
Title for unmarried Ladies was Spnfters^ oa 
account of their ufual manner of being em- 
ployed ; and you complain, that the Tea^ 
Table has ufurp'd the place of their former 
laudable Occupations. But believe me. Sir, 
l^ea^ and Scandal^ and China, and all the 
other Appurtenances of that part of Luxury^ 
are nothing ib pernicious as a Pack, of Cards, 
if once it is become the favourite Amufe- 
ment of the Fair. From that time forward, 
not only the Evening, but the greater pare 
of the Night too muft be dedicated to the 
dear Diversion ; and the Fair one's Eyes 
muft never behold the Sun till he be advanced 
to the Meridian ; at which time, what with 
the Fatigue of the Nighr, and the Sloth of 
the Morning, the amiable Slattern cannot 
chufe* but make a moft beautiful Appear-* 
ance in the Eyes of a Lover, or a Hu& 
band. 


As 
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As it is of the highefl: Importance, that 
the faireft and moft powerful part of Man- 
kind ihould be rightly direded in their pur- 
fiiits of Pleafiire, I think it incumbent on you 
to warn them againft this manner of beflow* 
ing their Time, which has fo vifible a ten* 
dency to impair the Charms both of their 
Minds and Bodies. For the firft, it is evi- 
dent there can be nothing more unbecoming 
the Sex, than to be equally fond of Matta^ 
dores as of Children ; to long as much for 
an Ace of Spades as the Company of a 
Friend ; to fet up the Knave of Dmmonds 
as a Rival to a Man of Senfe and Merit, and 
which is more, that has Fleih and Blood ; 
and to receive ^am into their Hand with 
the lame Pleafure that they ought to give 
their Hand to the Man they love. And 
what ef{ed ' Gaming has upon their Looks, 
is obvious to any one who confiders how 
much thefe depend on the prevalence of the 
Paflions within, which, in this Cafe being 
alternate Triumph and Diiappointment, In- 
fult and Rage, muft needs exhibit a mod 
frightful complicated Uglinefs, and caft out 
of the Countenance every thing lovely and 
attraiftive. A Gentleman of my Acquaint- 
ance was fb fenfible of this, that after having 
entertained a long Padion for a Female Game* 
fter, he was at length intirely cured of it, 
upon feeing her lofe a Game at Crtbbtge ; 
an Inftance I chofe to leave with thofe Ladie§, 
who would be much Ids apprehenfivc of the 

Danger 
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Danger of ruining a Husband, than of tha 
Fear of never gecting one. 

/ am, SIR, Tours J Sec. 

JR. 
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N^ 71. Saturday, Auguft 13, 1725* 
To the Author of the T>ublin Joumak 

Ingratus efi. Nm mthi fecit injuriam fed fibi : eg6 
bemficio nteOy cum darem, ufus fum. Nee ideo pi-- 
grius data J fed diligent ius. Quod in hoc perdidi^ 

, ab aliii recifiam, Sed huic ipfi beneficium dabo 
iterum, & tanquam bonus agricola, curd cultuqui 
fieri lit atem foli vincam* Sen. 

SIR, 

RITERS on Mofahty are very 
frequently guilty of debafing Hu- 
man Nature, while they endea- 
vour to amend it. They draw a 
frightful Pi(3:ure of Mankind, and 
then call upon them to corredl the Draught ; 
defeating their own Counfel, by declaring it 
impoHible to be followed. For if indeed the 
Mind of Man be fo intirely deformed and 
corrupted as it is ufually reprefcnted, all 
Attempts to reftore and make it better, will 
act only be incfTetaual, but vain and imppr- 
Vol. II. L tinenr. 
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tinent. Nor is it conceivable, how a Difpo*^ 
fitioD can be mended, or render'd capable of 
any thing truly good or generous, wherein 
no good Principles have ever exifted, but the 
whole Frame has been originally wicked and^ 
perverfe ; which certainly is the Suppofition 
of thofe Gentlemen who make Self-Love the 
Source and Center of all human Adions^ . 

Agreeabi^e hereunto it is no wonder to 
hear the noble Virtue of Gratitude talked of 
in fuch a manner, as if there were no iiich 
thing in Nature. Mr. Hobbes^ (peaking of 
the manner how we arc affeded upon re* 
ceiving of Benefits, makes us the molt un- 
worthy and defpicable Set of Beings that can 
poflibly be imagined. * To have received 

* from one, fays he^ to whom we think our- 
^ felves equal, greater Benefits than there is 

* hope to requite, difpofeth to counterfeit 

* Love, but really fecret Hate ; and puts a 
^ Man into the Eftate of a delpcrate Debtor, 

* that in declining the fight of his Creditor, 
^ tacitly wiihes him there, where he might 

* never fee ,him more/ If this Do<3:rine be 
true, I do not fee how it is poflible to per- 
fuade Men in fuch Circumuances, to be 
grateful to their Benefadors at alL For as 
the Pofition is laid down without any limi- 
tations, there can be no fuch thing as any 
fenle of Gratitude, and confequently all Ar- 
guments drawn from the Beauty ind Come- 
linclS of that Quality mufl be ridiculous as 
well as fruitlcfs. But Providence has indeed 

dealc 
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deak more bountifuily with us ; and the 
Applauies which every Man inwardly be- 
llow^, not dnly without dcfign, but even id 
Ipite of himfelf, upon a grateful Perfbn or 
hjQtxoa, (ufficiently prove, that there is no- 
thing wantmg within to excite us to Grati-^^ 
tude whenever there is occaiion ; and that 
whenever we dilcover the contrary Difpofi- 
tion, it mitil: be owing to other Gaufes, and 
not to any original Error in the Frame and 
Conilitocion of our Nature. 

If muft be owned however, that the 
Condud^of the greater part of Men in the 
common Occurrences, of Life, gives but too 
fair a haiidle for makings fuch Reflections, {b 
derogatory to the whole Species. Where- 
ever Avarice; Ambition^ or Senluality have 
taken deep foot in the Heart, they uf iially 
fhoot tip xo filch a prodigious Growth, as 
leavesHno room for theSeeds of Good Nature 
and Humanity to fpread equally ; and the 
whole Powers of the Mind being employed 
in cheriihing one favourite Inclination, the 
others are negleded ; arid the Heat of the 
Imagination being wafted in other Purfuits, 
they ac e fufFered to die away from the Breaft, 
merely for want of that Culture which is ne- 
cefTaty for keeping any Affedion alive and 
ad:ive in us. Were it riot for admitting fo- 
reign Defires into our Souls, and gratifying 
over-much our natural Inclinations to Plea- 
fiire, we fhould certainly find, that the be- 
nevolent Principle prevails too powerfully 

La ia 
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in us, not to difpole us to the prad:ice of 
every Duty, and to the exerciife of every 
Virtue^ if we attend to its Impulfes, and are 
not diverted by intenfe Purfuits after Wealth 
or Power ; which tho we may be at foft 
esga^d in from a laudable Intention of 
employing the Advantages they afibrd us for 
the Good of others, yet very often the 
keennefs with which Ave purfue them makes 
us midake them fof real Goods, and forget 
the generous Ends we had in view when we 
firft began the Chafe. We fhould then have 
no.difpute in our Breafis, whether the Die 
tates of Humanity or Self-Love bad the 
greater Influence over us ; whether Jufticc 
were to be done to all Men, even at oar own 
expence ; whether we ought to facrifice our 
own Eafe and Advantage for the fake of a 
Friend, our Country, or Mankind ; whether 
Confiderations of Pity and Compaffion to- 
wards the Sufferings of others, ought to take 
place of a Regard to our own Quiet and 
Indolence ; and whether it be fuch a Slatery 
to lie under Obligations to others, as to ren- 
der Gratitude a thing altogether impofSble. 
And in this laft, I believe, it will be always 
found true, what Milton puts into the mouth 
of the firft ungrateful Perfon of whole Being 
we have any account, 

A grateful Mind 
By owing owes not ^ but Rill pays ^ at once . 
Indebted and difchargea\ what Burden then ? 

Every 
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EvE&y IvSkztiQCoi Inj^ratitude we hear 
Of read of is fhocking and of^enfive to ha- 
man Nature ; and the more (b, as the un* 
graceful Peribn appears to have been under 
the greater Obligations. Bat this is a(fling 
very inconfiftently with our fclves, if Mr. 
Hobbes*s Principle be true, that all Obliga* 
tions are a Burden ; and tire greater they 
are, occafion the greater Hatred of the Per- 
ibn to whom we are indebted. For how is 
it pofiible we ihould always fee a Deformity 
in the Ingratitude of others, even when we 
our felves are no ways injured by it, and 
yet be conftantly guilty of it, whenever wc 
become highly obliged ? In Cafes of this 
nature the furefl way of arguing is appealing 
to the common Senfe of Manlcind ; and if 
that common Senfe conftantly joins Ideas of 
Deformity and Turpitude to any Quality or 
Action, 'tis the fureft Teft of its (pringing 
from an Irr^larity of Afiedion, and being 
contrary to the firft and genuine Motions of 
Nature. Now it is certain, that there is 
not one Quality in the whole Catalogue of 
human Vices which ftirs up pur Horror and 
Indignation more than the Sin of Ingratu 
tude. We ftart at any Inftances given of it 
in others ; and efteem the Imputation of it 
the greateft Indignity caq be put on our- 
ielves. » 

Some have been of opmion, that the 
beft way to cure any Difeafe of the Mind is, 
cither by reading, or otherwife, to recoiled: 

L 3 as 
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as many Inftanecs as we can of the lame 
Dilbrdcr in others. Ic has been recommencU 
ed, to footh our AfHidion, that we fhould 
have recour(e to Inftances of Calamities and 
SufleriogSt and to figure to ourielves Human 
Nature in its greateft Diftrefles, Whether 
this be fo or no, it is certain, that the Re- 

f>relentation of great Crimes and Villanies, 
et in a proper Light, has ufually a good 
Efifed upon Minds which have not, by a 
long Courfe of Wickcdnels, determined them- 
fclves againft every thing manly and vir- 
tuous, and put thenifelves beyond the poidi- 
bility of Amendment* On this account one 
pfmy Correlpondents has been very urgent 
with me to entertain my Readers with the 
following Story, to fortify their Hatred of 
the Crime on which it is raifed. I ihall give 
it, as near as I can, in his own words, with- 
out pretending to alTure my Readers,] that 
none of them have fcen it ellewhere. 


CHremes had acquired immenfe Riches 
. by Ufury. The greatneis of his Stores 
did not however exringuiih the defire of 
increafing them, or abate any thing of the 
Stinginefs of his Temper. For this realbn 
he embraced with abundance of Joy an 
Invitation made him by a Gentleman, who 
was fb unhappy as to be one of his Cufto?' 
mers, to reiide with him a Month or two 
in the Country at free coft* It gave htm 
no fmall pleafiire to refle<^, that during his 

* abode 
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abode there, not only the Scream which 
filled his Co^rs (hould be kept perpetually 
flowing, but the Breach occafiooed by his 
neceflary Expences for lb long time Ihould 
be^ dammM up. 

Mn the Neighbourhood of the Gentleman 
who had given him this Invitation, lived 
the noble and generous Mitio. His patri- 
monial EAate bad been ruined in his Youth 
by a Courfe of long and faithful Services to 
his Prince and Country. What he now en- 
joy *d was by the Bounty of his Prince, who 
in confideration of his Services and Sufler* 
ings* had given him Lands of a confiderable 
Value, at a Rent little more than nominal. 
'He held them however only during Plea- 
lure ; but being of a Dilpolition eafily la- 
tisfied, he would not be at the trouble of 
the necelTary Sollicitations to render his 
Tenure more certain and durable. He was 
now of an Age when he ought to have 
experienced no more the Revolutions of 
Fortune ; and therefore was anxious about 
nothing but to pofTels his Soul in that Peace 
and Tranquillity which Retirement, aflifted 
by the Refledion of a well-fpent Life, does 
naturally diipofe a Man to enjoy. 

^ In this manner lived MitiOy when one 
day riding about his Grounds, he happened 
to find the miferable Chremes, who as he 
was upon his Journey to the Gentlcman^s 
Hoalebefore*mention'd, had been attackM 
by a Gang of Robbers, who not only took 

L4 'iiovcK 
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from him what Money he had, but defpe* 
lately wounded him in feveral places, and 
left him weltring in his Blood, Mitio fee- 
ing him in that unhappy Condition, was 
moved with all tHofe tender Sentiments 
which delicate Minds conceive upon fuch 
occafions. He had him carried to his Houfe ; 
and committing him to the care of skilful 
Surgeons, would not let him be removed* 
till he was intirely recovered of his Wounds. 
* A s foon as Chremes had recovered fo 
well as to be able to walk a little abroad, 
he became exceedingly delighted with his 
Benefador's Place of Refidence, which in* 
deed was not only extremely indebted to 
Nature for a mod agreeable Situation, but 
had been improved by its, Owner to the 
highefl: advantage, and adorii'd with all the 
Beauties which Art is capable of beftowing^ 
Chremes very quickly underftood the ealy . 
Terms upon which Mitio enjoyed his 
Eftate, and alfo the Precarioufnels of the 
Tenure ; ^nd found both fo fuitable to his 
Inclinations, that he formed, without much 
difficulty, the Refblution to make up the 
Lofs he had fuftained by the Robbers, in 
^ the ampleft manner he could devi(e« 

^FuLL of this Deiign, he (Iraight went 
^ to Court, and found means to infinuate 
* himielf into the acquaintance of People in 
^ Power, and reprefented with all the Ad- 
^ drefs he was mailer of, that Mitio had 
\ furprizcd the 9^ow^ into a moft unequal 

[ Bargain^ 
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Bargain, and held his Lands at ftich an 
Undervalue, that they ot^ht to be reiii- 
roed as dn Exorbiti^nt Grant. And to 
ilrengthen the Argument, he fpoke of him 
as a Man ib devoted to his Plealures, that 
he had no Title to live in fuch Magnifi^ 
cence and Luxury on the Goods of the 
Publick, So that to relieve it from fuch 
a Burden, he was willing to take the Lands 
bimfelf, at double the prefent Rent, and to 
pay a large Fine into the Exchequer be* 
fides. Theie Reaibns, aflifted perhaps by 
others more fecret and powerful, had their 
tfk€t ; and he obtained in due form a 
Revocation of Mitio^s former Grant, and 
a new one in his own favour. 
^ MIT I O, to be lure, was thunder-ftruck 
at the News. However, not to be want- 
ing to himfelf, he makes his Applications 
to the Great, reprefenting the Hardnefs of 
his Cafe. Injuftice cannot always prevail. 
His Complaints, after long waiting, at 
length reached the Royal Ear. The Mo- 
narch, tho vefted with ablblute Power, 
happens to be a Friend to Virtue. He hears 
the whole Caufe, and aftonifhed at the 
monilrous Ingratitude o£ Chremes^ dooms 
him to perpetual Banifliment, and his 
Goods to be confifcated, one half to the 
ule of the Crown, and the other to the 
generous Perfon who had been fo unwor- 
* thily treated. 

*This 
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* This Sentence, however juft, gives 
Mitio no Sentiments but thofe of Grief, 
and Compajflion for the Barbarian who 
had attempted his Ruin. He begs, and 
with difficulty obtains the Sentence of 
Baniihment to be remitted. Not iatisfied 
with this, he reftores the Wretch that pare 
of his Eftate which fell to his fhare, with- 
out dropping the lead expreffion that was 
grating, or could any way pall the Be- 
nefit received. Then, full of that Con* 
tentment which is the Reward of the 

Virtuous, did the generous Mitio returq 

to his former Retirement," 

/ am, SIR, 

Tour very humble Servant^ 


HlBERNlCUS^ 


SIS 
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N^ 73. Saturday^ Augu^ 20, 1725. 


To the Author of the©«^//>r Journal. 


Quod uon imber edaxy non aquilo impotens 
Pojjit diruerBy aut innumerabilis 
Annorum feries, 0* fuga temporum. 

SIR. 


HOR. 



HAVE already taken notice, 
more than once during the Couile 
of thefe Papenis, that we in this 
Country, however fenfible of the 
Hardfhips we endure, do not ex- 
ert our felyes ftifficiently, nor take the pro- 
per Methods to get free of them. We arc io 
fond of laying the blame of < them on others, 
that we negled the Remedies which lie in 
our own power. Our Negligence in this 
Point appears no where more vifible, than 
in the little care we take for the advancement 
of Learning among us. For however fond 
we may be of fatisfying our own private Cu- 
riofity, and improving our Minds, yet thofe 
of us who are given to Reading and Study, 
feem little fbllicitous to improve Literature 
into a national Advantage, which it certain- 
ly 
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ly is. capable of being made, as well as a 
private Amufexnenc, or peribaal Accompliih- 
ment. 

It would be a very needlefs thing to go 
about to prove that the Encouragement o£^ 
Learning in a State is both ufeful andpolitick ; 
or that all wife Nations, and well-conftituted 
Governments have always made a Practice of 
(b doing. ^ The Rewards which in antient 
Times were lb liberally bellowed upon the 
Inventors and Improvers of any ufeftil Art, 
arc a proof of the lad ; as the couiequent 
Greatnefs and Power of thofc States where 
Learning has flourilhed, is a Demonftracion 
of the former. 

I F we regard the Influence, which ufeful^ 
or even curious Knowledge has upon the 
Minds and Manners of Men, no Society can 
have a greater Intereft io any thing than to 
encourage and cultivate it. It is this which 
xaifes Men above the World, and the com* 
mon Maxims puriued by People of fmall 
Genius, and contradled Minds. From hence 
wer draw generous Principles, and juft and 
honourable Rules of Living ; and are more 
quickly touched with a Senfe of Fame and 
Honour, than we otherwiie (hould be ; which 
is certainly a much more powerful, as well as 
nobler Motive to A<3:ion than any of thofe 
by which the Bulk of Mankind are commonly 
animated. The Exertion of all the great and 
noble Qualities of Men, either intelledual or 
moral, has been in a great meafure owing to 

it. 
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it. The Enthafiafm of Poets, the Specula- 
tions and Difcoveries of Philofbphers, the 
Inflitutions of wife and good Lawgivers, and 
the glorious Adions of publick-fpirited He- 
rocs, the deftroy ers of Tyrants and deliverers 
of Nations, have been all either infpired by it, 
or received great Afliftance from it. And • 
thus as the Senfe of Honour frequently in- 
ipires Men with the Love of Learnings and 
excites them to the purluit of it, Learning 
re^torns the Benefit, by (Irengthning in us the 
fenfe of Honour, and pointing out to us the 
Paths wherein true Honour is likelieft to be 
found ; and both together form a Capacity in 
Men of the moft extenfi ve Ufefulnefs either to 
their Country or Mankind. 

From this Account of the Advantages 
of Learning to Society, my Country-men 
would have juft realbn to take it ill of me, if 
I charged them with the intire negle<9: of fo 
noble and ufeful an Accomplifhment. I am 
convinced, that liich a Cenfurp would be very 
untrue ; and that on the contrary, there are 
many noble and excellent Spirits among us, 
who, next to the S^ervice they immediately 
owe the Publick by ading for its Intereft, 
make it the chief Bufinefs and Pleafure of their 
Lives to ftore their Minds with ufeful Know- 
ledge, and employ their leifiire hours with 
thinking over the beautiful Sentiments, or pc- 
rufing the illuftrious Adlions of the Wif^ and 
Good among Mankind in all Ages. In all 
this, I believe, that in proportion to our 
I Numbers, 
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Nambers, we do not comeihortofmoft of 
our Neighbours. But there are Ibme of the 
Advaati^es of Learning which are abiblutdy 
neceflary to the Culture and Propagation of 
it, about which, it muft be owned, we have 
not been ib careful as we ought ; at leaft to 
improve them To as to give ourfelves an equal 
ihare in the external Benefits of them with 
the reft of Mankinds Some of our Neigh- 
bours, the Hollanders in particular, have 
made Learning not only the Caufe, but the 
Matter of great national Advantages to them^ 
by making it a Branch of the Commerce, as 
well as of the Improvement of their Sub^eds. 
Vaft Sums of Money are yearly drawn into 
their Provinces, not for the purchafe of their 
own Learning only, but by mere manufadur- 
ing that of tneir Neighbours. And it is cer- 
tain, that we in this* Nation might render 
Learning the fame way, tho not equally,- 
beneficial to our Country, did we confider it 
in the Light of an Article in Trade, and a 
Means of increafing the Riches of a Nation, 
and not merely as an Improvement for Gen- 
tlemen and Scholars, and what has a tendency 
to promote the publick Good, by enlarging 
the Underftanding, and bettering the Minds 
of its Members ; which laft, tho indeed the 
principal Ufc of Learning, oc^ht not how- 
ever fo intirely to take up our thoughts, as 
to exclude whatever Advantages we may oc* 
cafionally receive from it otherwife. 

As 
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A s things have been managed among us, 
we feem to have been blind to ail Confidera- 
tions of this fort, till very lately. The ufc- 
ifal ^r^e?/ PRINTING, which is now be- 
come the principal Handmaid of Learnings 
and about which mod of the neighbouring 
Nations have been in a condant Emulation, 
has been fo little encouraged by us^ that it is 
only within theie few Years our Ambition in 
that matter has extended beyond half a Sheet. 
The Mufes could icarce get clean Linen 
among us; and in a literal Senie, wanted 
Rags to cover their Nakednels. ThePro- 
du^ons of many a young Poet have been 
llifled in the Birth, out of a modeft Fear left 
they ihquld appear in the Equipage of a Bal-^ 
lad. And moft part of them, when they 
came abroad into the World, have perifiied 
in their Infancy, and found a Winding-Sheet 
in their Swadling-Clouts. 

O UR Negligence about this ufeful Art is an 
Evidence both of our want of Taftcy and of a 
due r^ard to the Intereft of our Country. 
Nothing can be a (Ironger Proof of fiarbarity 
than to be indififerent in a Matter of iiich great 
coniequence^ in giving fo quick a Progrefs to 
Literature^ and making Learning and good 
Senfe a much eafier and more univerfal Attain- 
snent than in former Ages. Since the Inven- 
tion of Trinting^ the Writings and Monu* 
ments, of every Age are much more fafc 
^ainil the Injuries of Time, than when they 
^ere only committed to a few Manufcripts. 

The 
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The Deftrudlion of a (ingle Library in thofe 
Days was a Lofs to be lamented by the whole 
World to the end of Time ; whereas fach an 
Accident now would be little more than a 
Misfortune to the Owner. In ibort, the Lear* 
ning, the fVit^ and the Tolitenefi both of 
antient and modern Times are by this means 
much better fecured from perifliing than by 
monumental Tables and Infcrtptions ; and Men 
may promiie themielves Immortality on ac« 
count of their laudable Actions with much 
greater Certainty, than from Statues and 
triumphal Arches^ 

The Argument in point of Intereft is no 
lefs evident, as it is an Art, which conlumes 
a great quantity of our own Manufadhires^ 
employs confiderable Numbers of neceflitous 
Perfons, both in a liberal and mechanic Capa« 
city, and faves among a People vail Sums 
of Money, which otherwiie mml be expend* 
ed abroad in purchafing what no Nation ought 
to want» and no wile Nation will want« 
And befides what may be (aved this way by 
reprinting the Writings of Foreigners, the 
Produdlions of the Natives become dear 
Gains to the Publick on the Ballanceof Trade^ 
as by the other Method they are. only a Lois 
to it. 

I A M glad I can felicitate my Country on 
the Progrels this Art of late years has made 
among us, by the Skill and Induftry of 
thofe employed in it. We have fallen into 
the way of reprinting feveral valuable Bookfl^ 

which 
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which we formerly uied to pay great Rates 
for from abroad ; and have given Editions of 
Ibme of the Clafficks, which deferve great 
Commendation. I have juft now in my hands 
a Pocket Edition of the Author, from whence 
I have taken the Mofto of this Paper» done 
here about five Years ago, which, in my 
opinion, is preferable to any of the Kind we 
have had fince the Days of Elzevir^ either 
as to Beauty or CorreiSnefs. But it is not 
fufficient that we have good Artids, unleis 
we give them fuitable Encouragement. For 
"f ho it is a long time fince that Edition came 
out, and tho the Impreflion was not very 
large, I have reafbn to believe there yec 
continue many of them unfold ; which is 
the greater Shame jn a City where there is a 
celebrated Univerfity, befides fevcral publick 
Schools. And I am well informed, that even 
our boldeft Undertakers will not venture on 
an Edition of a Book of any Expence, how- 
ever valuable, without firft fecurii^ themfelves 
;^ainfl: Lofs, by doing it in the way of 
Subicription. 

We have an Inftance of this juft now in the 
Propoials given out for reprinting Mr. Town- 
Jend'% Tranflation of ^e Solis's Hiftory of 
the Conqueft of Mexico \ a Book, which, 
one would think, m^ht turn to Account, 
without any iuch Precaution. However, 
fioce that is found necedary, I hope the 
lindertakers will not be diiappointed in their 
own way ; eipecially fince it is a Work fi> 
Vol. IL M ytry 
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very entertaining and ufcfal. For befides one 
of the moft amazing Revolutions that is per- 
haps to be met with in a(l Hiftof y, the De- 
fcription of a rude and barbarous People, both 
under a State of Tyranny and Liberty, is of 
great ufe to let us fee what human Nature is, 
diveded of all thole Arts and Policies, which 
are the EfTedis of natural and moral Science. 
Neither is it unprofitable to obferve upon the 
Coriduiii of the Spaniards^ who made them- 
felves Mafters of that unhappy People, how 
Men out of a blind enthufiaflick Zeal for the 
Honour of God, and the Propagation of Reli- 
gion, may be drawn in to commit the moft 
hqrrible Ads of Injuftice and Violence ; to 
become the moft execrable Villains, in 6rder 
to promote Righteoufnefs ; and to lay wafte 
God^s Creation, under the notion c^f enlarg- 
ing his Empire. And at the fame time, how 
muft it raife the Indignation of every virtu- 
ous and honeft Mind, to lee an ungodly Cor- 
poration of Triejis fancSHfying their inutiable 
Avarice, and unbridled Luft of Power, with 
the pure and peaceable Name of Chriftianity, 
and perverting God's Commandments, to in- 
Ipire Men with the Temper of the Devil ? 
All this, together with the furprizing Turns 
and Incidents of the Story, render it a Work 
well worth the peruial of every Man who pro- 
pofes to himlelf either Plcafure or Profit by his 
teading. 

/ am^ SIJRy Tours^ &c. 

HiBERN icas. 
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N^ 74. Saturday^ Augufi 27, 1725. 
To the Author of the Dublin Journal. 

Sed hoc ipfum amantis efiy non onerat e turn taudibus^ 

SIR, 

'KEG TRIG is the Species of 
Writing, of all others^ wherein 
feweft have beea obferved to est* 
eel. Some imagine, that thii 
proceeds from a Deficiency of 
Matter, the Number of thoie who truly 
deferve Praile amotfg Men having been in all 
Ages very inconfiderable ; and where Praife 
is not joft, it is impolfible it ihould ever bo 
^acefhl. Others a^in afcribe it to a certain 
Stingine(^ of Mankind in bellowing upon 
others what all are fi> fond of themiclves, by 
which means our Praifes feem rather extorted 
from us, than conferred. Not are there 
wanti^ ibme, who art poficive, that it is 
the Efleif): of a prevailing ignorance of true 
Worth, and the want of a joil Stahdai:d 
whereby to judge of the intrinfic Goodnels 
of tfaofe Qualities or Adions for vrhich^ Men 
arc dually piaifed. 

Ml Ir 
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I T would be rather curious than ufefbl to 
tnqutre how far any, or every of thefe Cir- 
cumftaoces concurred in making it fb great a 
difficulty to give Praife with decency and 
propriety. I fhall only obferve, that none 
of the three Caufes afligned do any great ho- 
. nour to Mankind, or make it much for the 
Intereft of Virtue, that they ihouldbe believ- 
ed to have fb great an Influence. For as the 
Love of Praite is one of the mofl: powerful 
Incentives to the exerciie of Virtue, it mufl 
needs flacken our Endeavours in the purfiiit 
of it, if we refled on all Praife as either falfe- 
ly, infincerely, or ignorantly given ; one or 
other of which mufl be the Etted of laying 
down any of thefe Oblcrvations as a general 
Principle. It is therefore much the faf<!r way 
to look out for more particular Reafbns of a 
thii^ which may be lb well accounted for, 
without faftning upon Maxims derogatory 
to the Honour of Human Nature, and inju- 
rious to Virtue, becaufe the Obfer various on 
which they are built have been found trye in 
ibme Inftances. And I am perfuaded, that by 
this Method, we fhall fina the matter much 
lefs owing to any Infirmity or DdStSt in the 
Nature of Men, than to vitious Ctifloms and 
corrupt Notions introduced by Men of greater 
Power than Virtue, not o^>ly without, but 
againft the concurrent Senfe of Mankind. 

Thus in the early Ages of the World, 
the Sons of Opprefiion and Violence, who 
bad an infatiable Lufl after Power and Domi- 
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nion, made it their bufiaefs to encoarage moft 
thofe Qpalicies in Men which were fitteft to 
iiipport it, and implied Ability rather than* 
Virtue. Men of fmall Thought and Reflec- 
tion, (uch as we may fuppofe the Subjedls of 
the firft Tyrants to have been, and fuch as 
Men are generally found to this day in all 
Countries where Slavery is in fafliion, ob- 
ferving how Rewards were uiiially difpenled^ 
began to conceive the higheft Efteem for 
thofe Qualities and Adions which entitled 
the Owners to the moft liberal Recompences» 
and to imagine Merit where-ever they faw 
Favour. Hence it came to pa(s, that Valour, 
and even bodily Strength, commenced repu- 
table Qualities, and were reckoned the prin« 
cipal Ingredients in the Compoiition of a 
Hero. A great part of the Hiftory of Man- 
kind is nothing elfe bat a Recital of the Ex- 
ertido of thefe two Qualities, and of the ter- 
rible Exploits performed by one Villain after 
another, under the names of Heroes and 
Conquerors. Thefe People had their Flat- 
terers ; and there being nothing ejfe to com* 
meod in them^ their Vi(%ories and barbarous 
Triumphs became the only Topics of Praife. 
This continued a long time ; and both Poets 
and Orators are fb full of it, that they have 
given Mankind a Surfeit, and made it and 
then^lves contemptible, by infifting fo long, 
and fo often, on Oualtties which do not dif- 
fer enough in the leveral PoiTeflbrs of them, 
CO make that Diftin<ftion of Chara^er among 

M 3 tbem 
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tfaem which is the Life and Soul oiTamgyric. 
.And befidesi as thofb Qqalities have done 
jnucb more hurt than good atuoog Mankind, 
it is no wonder, that in celebrating of them. 
Authors have failed of rajfiog the Admiratioa 
9n^ Attention pf their Readers to the Height 
they intended, and render'd Praiie itfelf fu^i- 
cious, which for fb many Ages had been 
prodituted to fuch unworthy Purpofes, 

This fingle Inftance is more than fufficient 
to ihew, that falfe Praife may be given in 
compliance with Cuftom, contrary to the 
Dilates of Nature and Reafbn ; and qox&t 
quently, that Mankind i^ general ought not 
to be charged with a Fault which had its 
i:i(e from a perverted Senfe pf things, and 
which inftead of beit^ an Argument that 
Men either cannot, or will not praile juftly^ 
is a dired Proofs that . we natQrally Icorn 
and detefl: all kind of Pfaife which ts uc^juCi:. 
And thofe Gentlemen who take a h^mdlc 
from fuch Indances to accufe Mankind of 
generally making wroBg Judgments, a<^ very 
incoiiftflrently, not to fay impertinen]tly, in 
appealing to the Judgment of Mankind* to 
prove thcmfelves in the righr» 

The natural Equality of Mankind is the \ 
true lleafon why Panegyric ieems to moft | 

Men a dry and lifelefs kind of Writing. In- I 

telledtual or Moral Qualities are the only ; 

things which are truly laudably: and in thefe 
the Prebeminence of one Man over another 
is, generally Q>eaking» fi>veryl^t|e, chat the 

6up§* J 
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Superiority is not always vifiblc enough, to 
exalt the Mind of a Reader beyond himfeif in 
the Encomiums on the Wiidom or Goodnefs 
of another Man. Every one is apt to ima- 
gine himfeif fufficiently wife^ and whatever 
ihare of Goodnefs he has he is perfedly af* 
(bred of; and fo upon hearing the Virtue or 
Underftanding of others cried up at an extra- 
orditfary rate, is ready to ask within himfeif, 
what is there in all this, which I or any Man 
clfe is not capable of? Or why (hould any 
Man be celebrated for Qualities 1 am as much 
mailer of as he, unleis there be Merit in the 
having of greater Opportunities to exert 
them ? This is a very frequent and natural 
Refledion in the minds of moft Men of or- 
dinary Under(landing and common Honeily ; 
they feel within themfelves the lame Difpofi- 
tionS they hear fo highly commended in 
others, and are confequently furpri2;ed to 
find them looked on as uncommon and ex* 
traordinary, which is the Light that Panegy- 
jic ulually endeavours to fet them in. In Ihort, 
it is the bufineft of Panegyric to make every 
thing appear admirable ; and the moft that a 
wile and virtuous Man cap do, is to approve 
in others what he is conlcious of, and well- 
pleafed with in himfeif. 

But whatever may be the Caufe why Men 
diflikc ^anegyric^ there are many Reafbns 
why far the greater part of Panegyrics have 
proved dilpleafing. Men are not fo apt to 
take offence at the praifing of others, as rhofe 

Ma wh 


1 68 H I B E RN I C u s'5 Letters. 

who have done it have been to give it, by 
the wrong Methods they have fallen upon in 
ftrting out the Merits of thofe whom they 
endeavoured to commend ; to animadvert on 
a few of which, ihall be the bufinefs of the 
remaining part of this Paper. 

The firfl Error in praidng is doing it 
In an undiftinguiihed manner, and in the 
lump ; as when we celebrate a Man for 
Qiialities which Multitudes pofjefs in com- 
^ men with him, without defcribing the par- 
ticular manner in which thofe Qualities fit 
upon him* Praife of this fort is perfe<Jlly 
childiih, and means nothing, being the Pic- 
ture not of a Perfon, but of a Species. It 
is not enough to call a Man wifc^ good and 
virtuous, * unlefs at the fame time we give 
fuch Marks of his Wifdom, Goodnefs and 
Virrue, as to difcover the difference betwixt 
Lim and all other Men of the fame Cha« 
racSter. To do this requires a great Ge» 
nius, improved and heighten'd by much 
Knowledge of the World, and frequent and 
accurate Obferyations on Mankind. And 
as the great Niqety of the Art lies in hit- 
ting thofe peculiar Graces, and namelefs 
Excellences in a Charader, which *tc apt 
to efcape the Obfervation of an ordinary 
Eye, uoiefs a Man be very fure of his own 
Abilities this way. he had much better be 
filcnf, than attempt to praife any Man; 
fince iuflead of paying him a Compliipent, 
be does him a real Injury, 
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A S E c o N D^ Error in Praife is the Excefs 
of it. There is great danger that we ihall 
not keep to Charaders JufUy, when we 
endeavour to raife them high ; and the 
greater they are ihewn, the Diiproportions, 
where there are any, as there are few or no 
Characters in Life but what have fbme^ will 
become the more vifible. Beiides, by prai- 
fing a Man much, we put him in the llate 
of a Debtor to his Reputation, and expofe 
him to perpetual Demands on the Credit of 
it ; which may create a kind of uneaiineis 
itt him, and make him bear his Qualities 
with lefs grace than he did formerly, if it 
does not ^metime or other throw him into 
the condition, of a Bankrupt. For this rea* 
Ion we ihall find, that diicreet Friends are 
always extremely cautious in their Com- 
mendations of each other, and talk on that 
jSubJed with much the fame diffidence and 
modedy as when they fbeak of themfelve& 
And indeed there is notning more amiable 
and graceful in Converfation, than to hear 
one ipeak of the Man he is Icnpwn to love 
with Temper, and without that Emotion 
which I have known fome People in upon 
fuch occafions, who have afterwards lived 
in a flate of perfe<3 Indifference and £• 
ilrangement with the PeriTons they ufed 
formerly to praife to a degree of Extrava- 
gance and Wantonnefs. 

Th» 
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Th E laft, and perhaps the'greateft Defccflr 
of Tanegyric is, that it has been too often 
beftowea upon Perfons during their own 
Life- time, who have lived to contradiia by 
their after- Adions the Encomiums of their 
Admirers. This is what has given a ftrong 
Prejudice agaioft all Praifes offered to Men 
above ground, and who have not the Seal 
of a Tomb-ftonc affixed to their Character. 
While a Man is alive, he is in a poflibility • 
of degenerating from Wildom and Virtue, 
aiid others of retracting their good Opinion 
• of him. And this is what has happened fb 
often, that we have great reafon to be jea- 
lous of its doing fo again. As no Man can 
be reckoned happy or miferable, lb neither 
can he' be pronounced virtuous or vicious, 
till we ik^ what becomes of him in the end. 
in ihort,\ Human Life is a "Drama ; we 
cannot judge of the Performance, till Death 
has finifhed the Catajirofhe^ clofed the 
Scene, and let down the Curtain. 

I N my opinion, there is no Praife juft or 
true, which is^ not the effed of Gratitude 
for Benefits done either to Mankind, or 
ourfelyes. And the more particularly wc 
fpecify thofe Benefits, fo much the better ; 
the beft way of painting Men being to 
defcribe their Adlions, and leave others to 
judge of the Qualities from whence they had 
their rife. On this account, among the 
many Compliments I receive from my Rea- ' 
ders, I am always beft pleafed with thofe 

which 
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which import particular Thanks for fome 
Qpod my Papers either have, or they 
iix^gine thepi to have don« them ; aqd pre* 
fbr them much to any general Encomiums 
oo my Abilities, which can only flatter my 
Vanity and Conceit, I have much pleafure 
in the Letter of an eminent Smoaker at the 
^me Coffee-Houje, who aflures me, that 
his Tobacco always relifhes bed, when he 
lights his Pipe with one of my Papers. 
Another, who like^ Scotch Snuff, but finds 
it a littk too (trong for him, tells me, he 
recciV^es great benefit by laying it a Day or 
two ih the Journal, by which means it be* 
comes fbft, and mild enough for his ufe. 
And I am informed, that feveral Cookmaids 
ihower down their Blefilngs upon me, for 
furniihing them with to notable an Inftru- 
ment for iingcing a Turkey. But what I am 
mpft proud of, is to hear, that great num- 
bers of a ktc Paper of mine upon Ingrati* 
tude were on Monday Night lad made up 
into Crackers, and playedofl^ by the good 
People of St. Tatrick'Jireet, in the midft 
of their Rejoicings on the Arrival of the re- 
verend Dean Snutfi from England ; by which 
ineans they became an loftance of that 
very Virtue they were written to inculcate, 
and promoted Gratitude in a double Capa- 
city. 

The mention of this ingenious Gentle- 
man, ieems co open a large Field for the 
pqlonging this Paper, 1^ the Subje<9: I 

hsvc 
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have been upon, forbids me to fay what the 
Occafton naturally fu^efls ; and fo 1 ihall 
leave it to my Countrymen to recoiled what ■ 
Obligations they lie under to him, the Me- 
mory of which will be a much better and 
truer Pao^yric than any that Words can 
bellow ; great Refeutments of every kind 
being always befl: exprefled by the Elo- 
quence of Silence. 

I am, SIR, Tours, 8cc. 

'■ HiBERNICUS. 


N" 7J. Saturday, September 3, 1726. 
To the A u T H o R of the T>ublm JournaL 

• S ignata Volumina,—— - H 41. 

SIR, 

1 1 S H O P S^rat, whofe Obfcrva- 

I cious are for the moft part very 

I curious and uacommon, has iome- 

g where a Reflei^ion I have often 

heard much commended, but 

in my opinion very onjuftly j fince if 

all the World had been of his mind, we 

ihould never have feen fomc of the beft and 

ufefiillfft 
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urfefalleft Writings which Antiqmty has hand- 
ed down to us. He gives it as his pofitive 
Judgment, ^ That if the private Letters of 
^ Friends be written in the manner they 

* ought, they will be fit for no body's pc- 
^ rulal but theirs to whom they arc direded ;• 
and therefore concludes, ^ That ^U iuch 
^ Monuments of the firiendly and innmate 

* Correlpondcnces of great Men with rheij 
^ Contemporaries, inftead of being publiih- 
^ ed, ought to be carefully fuppreued/ For 
my part, I ihould much rather imagine, that 
the principal Reafon why we diflike a great 
many fuch Letters which have been already 
publiihed, is becaufe they are not written as 
they ihould have been, and were as little fit 
for the Perfon's perufal to whom they were 
fent» as they are now for that of the 
Pnblick. 

CICERO is allowed by every body to 
be, if not the greateft, at leaft one of the 
greatefi Men of Antiquity, who have made 
a Figure in the Commonwealth of Learning. 
His Writings on Subjeds both of Philofophy 
and Eloquence have been the Admiratioo 
and Delight of all the fucqeeding Ages ; and 
to this day are univerially eftefimed iitnong 
themoft perfed Models, not only of a per- 
^icnous Style, and beautiful Exprefiion, but 
of juft Thinking and exad ReaJoning. Yet 
none of the Writings of this extraordinary 
Perfbn are more entertaining or inftrudive 
than his FamiUar EpiJfUs^ They give us 
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a much clearer lofighc of the Man and bis 
SenciiDencs, than we meet with in his pre« 
medkaced and more elaborate Performances ; 
and we are no lefs pleafed to behold him id 
the Charader of a Brother^ a Husband, of 
a Friend^ than in the more iiluflrious Ap 
pearadces of a Magiftrate, an Orator^ or a 
^hilojopher. Far more will be touched with 
his Af&dion for his Brother ^ Cicero^ his 
Tenderneis and. Complaifance for Terentia^ 
and his inviolable Friendihip to jittkUs^ th^ur 
are capable of examining his DiRrourles on 
Y hilojophical Sukje£}s, or of being affected 
With that Storm of Eloquence which was 
ofed to aftoniih the Roman People, and ib 
even laid to have made the great Cajar 
tremble. 

N o R af e thefe Eplfiks lefs . valuable ovt 
other accounts, as they contain fbme of die 
beft Meitaoirs extant of that bufy Age, which 

i produced {^ ihany and iiicb (urprizing Revo*- 
ixions in the Roman Commonwealth ; and 
let us fee much farther into the fecret Springs 
and Caides of them* and the Chara<3:ers both- 
of PerfoQS and Parties, than without them 
we fhould poffibly db« Even thofe little 
Oot-breakiogs of Vanity and Afledatioa 
which we meet with in rhem» haVe their 
Pleafure and Uie, in diicoVering the Defedls 
and Infirmities moft incident to great Mind)s» 
if indeed they deferve fhat Name, aad've 
not rathet the neceflary Rdfulc of inwsurd' 
Greatnol^, and exalted Yirtue* 

All 
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All chefe Ctrcamftaoces coocurriog, have 
render'd this pare of chat gieac Man's Wri- 
tings . no ids hcmorary to bis Name, antoi^ 
all Lovers of Learning and Humanity, than 
thoie which feem to have cod him the great- 
eft Pains and Induftry in the Prododlioifc 
This fingle Inftance therefore is liifficient to 
4iew how lictle foundation there is for the 
bold AlTertion of c^ reverend Prelate I 
have been fpeaking of; and gives jufl reafon 
to believe, that be either very much forgot 
himlelf when be advanced it, or elfe did not 
Intend it i^ generally as his Words feem ta 
import. For as it would be the height of 
preiumption to pais cenfure on Cicero^s E« 
piftles as not written in the manner they 
ihoold be ; ib I fanfy, no one would wil« 
iingly take upon him to declare them unfit 
for die perufal of others, after having re- 
ceived fuch a San<Slion to their Worth and 
Ufefulnefs from the united Suffi'ages of fo 
many (iicceeding Ages^ 

W £ are alfo indebted to many other grestt 
Men, both antient and modern » for Wri* 
tings of the fame kind, which have been 
juiliy admired, and will contintie to be fo, as 
loi^ as Mankind have any regard left foe 
Good Senfe or Tolitenefs. Nor can we con^ 
ceive what there is in the Nature of this 
Species of Writing, which fliouW prevent its 
being as entertaining and ufeful as any other ; 
unl€& we either imagine, that Friends oi^fac 
not to converfe together about any thing 

which 
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which concerns Mankind, or that it is unfit 
, for Mankind to know any thing of the Inti- 
macies and Endearments of Friendifaip, far- 
ther than what Inftind;, and every Man's 
own private Experience may inform him. 
And at this rate, no Man can cultivate a ge- 
nerous Commerce with his Friends, without 
impairing his pubiick Ufefubeis ; nor become 
pubhckly ufeful, without fiiiiing in the Re? 
gards he owes to his Friends. Both which 
are Suppofitions fo dilhonourabie to Man* 
kind, and prejudicial to Virtue, that we 
ought to be extremely cautious of advan- 
cing any thing which may feem to infer 
them. 

I T is very true, that the World has feen 
a great many Volumes of the Epiftolary kind 
of Writing, which are juftly exceptionable, 
and have prejudiced Men much againft Pub- 
lications of that ibrt. Our Neighbours the 
French have glutted the Market with this 
Ware, and have generally provided it with 
(iich poor Stuffy that People of Senfe are 
grown Ihy of having any thing to lay to it« 
Out of a too great Fondnefs for their own 
Compofures, ttinsy have trifled with the Pub- 
lick) and vainly imagined, that Mankind 
would be pleated with the peralal of their 
Gallantries^ and infipid CompltmentSi with- 
out any thing to recommend them but a 
little Delicacy of Turn, and an empty Po- 
liteneis of Expreflion. The Humour proved 
infe<flious ; and in imitation of them, feveral 

Authors 
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Authors of other Nations thought themfelvcs 
concerned to publifh to the World ail the 
infignificant Tattle and gay Impertinences 
that ever pafled betwixt them and any of 
their Friends ; and by this means rendered 
the Practice of publifliing Eftftolary Writings 
ridiculous and contemptible. 

The truth is, moft People have enter* 
rained very wrong Notions of thi$ matter^ 
both as to the Su^e^s to be written upon* 
and the Manner of doing it« It is pretty ge- 
nerally thought, that private Bunoefs^ or 
Compliments, are the only Subjects propel 
for Familiar Letters ; and the former of 
thefe being of no u(e but to the. Per- 
(bns immediately concerned, and the latter 
of none at all, from hence occaflon has been 
taken to regard the Species of Writing itfeJf, 
as of no other importance, than as an Inttru*' 
ment to carry on the A^irs, or Diverfions 
of Men in common Life. 

Neither have the Miftakes been lefs 
confiderabie as to the Manner in which fa- 
miliar Letters ought to be written. As to 
Letters of Bufineis, it has been laid down as 
a Principle, that no Care at all is necefTary 
in the Compofition of them. For Bufmefs, 
fay they, will fpeak for itfelf, and fave a 
Man the labour of (ludying how to exprefs 
himfelf. This is fomeihing akin to certain 
complaifant Texts I have heard of, which 
prevent the pains of the Tar Jon in fp lit ting 
them, and with much Civility fyll afunder^ 

Vol. a N or 
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or divide themfelves. Aod this has pre- 
Tailed (b far» that to &void all fuperfhious 
Words and Phraies, a great many People 
write their Letters without either Senfe or 
Grammar, and in a manner which would be 
perfciftly unintelligible, if the Perlbns to whom 
they are fent did not underlland fomething 
of the Bufinels befbrehand. Thus Lazinete 
is cali'd in to the adiftance of Ignorance, 
and Ignorance in return contrives a moft 
abftird and ridiculous Excuie for Lazineis. 

Care and Exac^nefe of Writing there- 
fore are refcrved for Letters of Compliment, 
wherein the ingenious Penmen are to difplay 
their own bright Parts, in letting forth the 
Prailes of their Correfpondents. The mean* 
ing of this is, that Matters of confequence 
require little or no pains, but Trifling a great 
deal. And it may perhaps be true, that to 
trifle is a Task much more laborious, than to 
t)e in earneft ; at lead one would be apt to 
think fo, who has feen what (trained Thot^hts, 
and far-fetchM Expreffions the greater part 
of our Letters of Compliment are made up 
of, and what a perpetual endeavour there is 
toexcel, in faying things which lofe all their 
Beauty and Grace, when they are faid any 
otherwiie than in a fimple and unafiedted 
manner. Some are fb beibtted with this 
enormous way of Writing, that they ima- 
gine they have never faid enough, till they 
have faid every thing, and dilcovered the 
utmoft extent of their Wit and Learning in 

the 
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the compals of a Letter. I remember once 
it the Uhiverfity two profound Scholars, 
who were very humble Admirers of each o* 
fher, and uled to carry on a Correlpondencc 
in the perft<a Sublimity of Fuftian. Their 
Compiitneilts always came in Clufters, or 
rither cas'd one within another, hke a Neft 
fef T>utch Boxes, One of them is fo reniark- 
ftble, that 1 Ihall never forget it. * You are 

* wtapt about, lays the elegant Writer, with 

* a Traitl of Qualifications that are every 

* vfzy fuitable, and hafmouioufly adapted 

* for fidifhthg that Strufture thit is endowed 
^ with a Capacity for performing the Offices 

* of a good Comerade.* It is highly pro- 
bable this worthy Sentence coft the Author 
of it more Study, than would have fetved a 
Man of plain good Senfe to have wrote a 
whole Letter upon the mofl important B\x* 
finds. 

SinCb then, neither private Bufinels, not 
mere Compliments, are capable of making 
Letters at once entertaining aud uieful, it 
may be inquired, what are the proper Sub- 
jects for that purpofCi To this a Ihort An- 
fwer is fufficient, Whatever Subjects are 
capable of being rendered agreeable and ufe- 
ful in Converfation among Friends, may be 
made the Subjedls of Epiftolary Converfa- 
tion ; that is, whatever employs the 
Thoughts of Men of Senfe and Refle(3:ion. 
A friendly Commerce ^of this kind, if con- 
da(3;ed with Judgment and Spirit, will ne- 

N 2 ^ vc 
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Ver refled any diihonour on the Men who 
znaintain it, by its Publication, or be un- 
fit to be communicated to more People than 
thofe who are particularly concerned in ic. 
But as there is a good deal of Art requifitc 
to the right mans^ement of fiich a Corre- 
ipondence, and as a great many Perlbns, 
otherwife of good Senie, have formed to 
themlelves a very corrupt Tafle of this 
Matter, and entertained wrong Notions a« 
bout it, it might not perhaps be unuieiui to 
talk more fully concerning it. But this 
may be the Subjed of fome future Paper. 


/ a9Hy S I Ry 

Tour very humble Servant ^ 


H1BE11NICU& 
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N^ 75. Saturday, Sepember 10, 1725. 


To HiBERNicqs 

Kifum teneatis Amid, 


HoR. 


SIR, 



HAVE read (with fomc con-^ 
cern but no lurprizc) the Ac* 
count you have given of the Fate 
of your weekly Tafers^ in that of 
the 27 th of Auguft laft. And 
tho fbme of your Readers may think it ftrange, 
that Writings intended to improve and refine 
the Manners and Tafte of Mankind, (hould 
be employed to fuch vile purpofes as to light 
a ^ife^ to lap up Snuff, or to finge Toultry^ 
their Wonder will (bon ceafe, if they but con- 
fidcr, that the End and Scope of your Per- 
formances is the true and only Occafion of 
their fatal Deftiny. 

For, give me leave to tell you, that ypu 
have all along appeared too zealous an afler- 
tor of Reajbn, and what is (by miftake) cal- 
led Common Senfe. You fecm, by your 
Writings, to converfe too much with Lord 
Shaft esbury,i\k^ Spetiator^Woollafion^Hutche^ 
foHy and iuch other dull Rationalifisy whole 

N 3 infipic" 
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infipid Works tend continually to run counter 
to, and fhock the mod received andagree-^ 
able Notioris of Plealiire and fcnfual Enjoy- 
ment. Nay, hjLve you not been fo rafli and 
indifcreet, as to undertake a Confutation of that 
formidable Treatife, The Fable of the Bees ? 
A Book of luch univerfal Ufe, and calculated 
for no lefs notable an End than that of furniih-* 
ing all the pretty Fellows of the Age with 
political and philojophical Fieafons for every 
thing they do. What have you gained by 
your Critkijm ? The Book, after two Edi- 
tions, is almofl out of print ; fo that, it is to 
be hoped, the Publick will foon be edified 
with a Third one improved and enlarged ; 
which muft convince you, that if you could 
refolve to fall into that admirable Author's way 
of thinking and writing, you would fbon be 
able to enhance the Price of your Produdions 
by the great number of new Difciples yoij 
would get. Believe me. Sin th?re is uo* 
thing like being with the Majority. \ havo 
often known that Argument to be of gr<4t 
prevalency in AfTemblies lookM. upon, aa 
Awful ; therefore why it fliould not be fo 
with you, I cannot tell. If you go on ia 
your old beaten Road, 'tis, tnje, you'll h%ve 
Ibme few grave zxxd^ fupercilious Moralijls oa, 
your fidfe; but if you caft away th^t impcrti* 
nent contradicting faculty, Reafon^ anu fifldr 
out Arguments to countenance and fuppor<5 
thofe Adions which proceed ftom Cujhm^ 
Edtwatiorty ^nd fqcljk othet Sources which 

(oBxr 
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fome of your Friends fooliflily call Trejudi^ 
ces^ you will have, at leaft, three fourths of 
the World your humble Admirers. 

But perhaps you will think it injurious to 
Mankind, to treat them after the manner I 
prelcribe, and that fuch Admonitions as tend 
to improve them with exalted Notions of 
Virtue and moral "Duties, are more fiiitable 
to Creatures endowed with rational Souls, 
than all the Excufes we can furniih them 
with in defence of the Follies and ExcefTes of 
unruly Pa/fions and irregular Appetites. If 
thefe be your Sentiments, I beg you would 
consider that you are ftill with the Minority^ 
and confequently your weekly Labours can 
never prolper. But to cure you, if poffibie, 
of your Error, I muft bring you better ac* 
quaioted than you leem to be with your FeK 
low*Mortals, and inform you that I have ie- 
veral invincible Arguments in flore to explode 
the Principle you ieem to lay lb much ftreis 
upon, namely, That the major part of Man- 
kind are endued with rational Souls. This, 
at leaft, I am iure I can prove, that if the 
greater Number of Men are (b unreafonable as 
to think they have fitch Souls, they ought, 
in all confcience, to be afhamed to own it. 

But as the Expofition of this Doidrine 
cannot well be contained in the Bounds of one 
Letter, I ihall only lay it open in this, and re* 
ferve for a following one what fhail be necefTa- 
ry to put it in its full Light. The firft thing 
therefote I ihall begin with» will be to give 

N 4 you 
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you a Mechanical Effay on the Operations of 
the Mind, and endeavour to evidence the 
Uniformity of Nature, in that particular* in 
almoft the whole Creation. 

P LA TO having defined Man an Animal 
with two Feet walking in an ereit Tojiure ; 
that dirty Fellow T>iogenes took a Cock, and 
threw him among the Auditors, crying out. 
Here is PlatoV Man. Our Philofophcr find- 
ing his Definition incompleat» added with- 
out Feathers ; whereupon the Cynick took 
up the Cock, picked him, and, throwing 
him down again* with a fcornful fioile* re* 
peated. Here is PlatoV Man. I confefs 
that, notwithflanding the great veneration I 
have for the DIVINE PLATO (to 
whom Chriftianity itfelf is fb deeply indebt- 
ed) his Definition of Man was defedive, 
and he ought to have added his Faculty of 
Speaking. And I maintain that, wich this 
Addition, the Definition is compleat, and a 
much better one than that which would make 
us believe that Man is a rational Creature^ 
Nothing but an ill-grounded Pride has given 
rife to this Idea, which does not become the 
fourth Part of Mankind ; but that of Tlato 
newly Revifedy Enlarged^ and Amended^ is 
applicable to moft part of the Human Race. 

Y,o u will peradventure imagine that I in- 
tend to difparage my Neighbours, by thus 
diftinguifhing them from Brutes^ only by 
their exterior Figure and articulate Sounds. 
T'feerefore I jnu^ p?g the fevovir of your P^* 

tience 
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tience till I have proved my Hyfothefis^ which 
will very much tend to the Honour and Dig* 
nity of my Fellow-Creatures ; as, on the 
other hand, if that of your Brethren, the 
modern Moralifts^ were true, it muft of ne- 
ceflity, as I have already hinted, bring mofl; 
Men under the greateft ihame and confii* 
fion. 

First then I lay down, as an undent* 
able Truth, that we have in common with 
other Animals a certain Machine of a curious 
and exquifite Workman(hip, the principal 
Springs whereof are Imagination and MemA^ 
ry. If we carefully examine this Machine^ 
we ihall find it exadly the fame in Men and 
BeaflSy every thing being done in both in a 
manner m^xdyfaffive and necejfary. To be 
convinced of this, let us but confider that all 
outward Objeds do^by the exterior Organs of 
Senfation, fend into tne Brain certain Imag^s^ 
which meeting with the animal Spirits aftfy 
diffofed^ excite id the Machine K>me deter* 
mined Motion or other. The Machine ttfelf 
is incapable of any Choice, but is always 
aduated by the ftrongeft Impreflion, which 
generally depends on the Difpofition it is in 
at the very Inftant it receives it. 

To make this more obvious, fuppofe a 
Man fhould take a Stick in one hand and 
threaten a Dog with it, and in the other a 
piece of Bread and of!^r it to him. If the 
Bead: be hungry, he will go tQ the piece of 
Pread j if F^ar be predominant, the machine 

wiU 
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will run away. In like manner, if you place 
a young Woman between two Men, one of 
them well limbed and very bandibme, but 
meanly clad ; the other of indifferent Stature 
and Features, but drefTed in Scarlet embroi-- 
dered with Gold : If ihe has any Inclination 
to Beauty and Symmetry, ihe will turn to 
the handfome Fellow ; but if fhe be rather 
zSk&tA with Shew and Gaudinefs^ the Ma-- 
ehine will immediately fhiile at thejf;^^ Coat^ 
Thus f2i,t Imagination. 

I N o w proceed to Memory, which is no* 
thing but the fame Imagination ading without 
the afliftance of exteriw Objeds. To ex- 

S^lain this, we muft confider that the Hrft 
mage^ which an outward Objed: imprints 
on our Brain is very flight ; it refembles a 
1S^m Vapour which dwindles into nothing, 
without leaving the leaft track after it. But 
if the fame Objed focceffively offers itfelf fc- 
veral times, the Image it occafions thereby 
increafes and ftrengthens itfelf by degrees, 
tilt at lad it acquires fuch a confiftency (if I 
nay fb call it) as makes it fubfift as long as the 
Machine itfelf. A Stock of Images having 
been thus acquired, they each have their re- 
fpedive little Cell or Lodge, where they go 
and hide. Yet we mud not iuppofe that 
•hey ^^ eoDtinualiy in thctr Rettrement ; 
•hey would become ufelefe if they were fo. 
But on the contrary, great Numbers of them 
are always going to and fro ; and if one of 
them ehances to go by the Cell or Lo^ of 
* another 
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another which has the lead; real or imaginary 
conformity with it, qh% pops, the retired 
Imag^^ and immediately joins the wandering 
ona This never fo obviouily happens^ as 
when a new InU^e is iQtroduced into cb^ 
Brain, who as foon as he appears, occafionss 
great Commotions among all the old Inh^bi^ 
tdnts^ who eithei: have, or think they have, 
any refemblance or relation tq the new 
Comers^ 

Now, according to my (uppofition, there 
being no a^ive intelligent Beings who, by 
his Prelence and SuperiQtendency, governs; 
and directs the Courfe of thofc vagabond 
Images^ every thing in the Brain reiembles the 
fortuitous concourfi of Atoms. Two Images 
meet, and unite to each other; thefe twa 
meeting with a third, it unites to them in the 
fame manner : and this Meeting and Unioa 
continuing for fbme time, at laic occafions a 
ipoft momtrous A^regation, . very like the 
Chaos of the Poer, where 

Frigida cum calidis fugnant^ humentia fkcls\ 

Thefe united Images do ipmetimes ieparatei 
from each othi^r with the fame fa.ciUty they 
had joined, jufl: like the fa{b|onable waiyof 
marrying among the Quality ; *t other tiweSj^. 
they maintain thenafclves 19 their Union, 
like poor FolkSi without ever getting afimdef ; 
efpeci^Uy when this Union is the £.£&^ of 
ChancCy but more particularly when one Ani- 

3 ^ ^^* 
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mal has thruft a whole Train of Images linked 
together into the Brain of another* In this 
laft Cafe one Image of this fort never appears 
without its whole Retinue ; and if a draggling 
one, in itsprogrefs thro^ the Brain, chances 
to (Irike any of this Chain^ all the others 
will appear, and chime to the lad link. Thefe 
forts of Chains are what we call Habits ; 
the Temper and TaJ/ions ftrengthen them, 
and they, in grateful return, ftrengthen the 
Temper and Paflions. 

Having thus explained the Mechanijm 
of the Brainy the laft thing which remains 
for me to do, is to prove, that there is no- 
thing more in the Brain of the greateft part 
of Men than in that of other Animals ; and 
that whatever difference there may feem to 
be, it only confifts in fomc d^rees of 
Sffrightlinefi and Vivacity^ more or lefs. 

Mens Imagination is generally warmer 
than that of Beads, who alfo differ fropi each 
other as well With refpe(3:*to their feveral 
Sfeciesy as to the different Individuals of the 
iame kind. 

But from whence (lay you) (hall we con- 
clude, that befides Imagination and Memory ^ 
the Men we are talking of are not endowed 
with a Principle of A£iion which is both 
intelligent and free ? 

Give me leave in my turn to ask you, up- 
on what grounds you frame the like Judg- 
ment of Beads ? 

1 You 
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You will certainly anfwer me, that Wi 
upon their Adions. Very well ; and as to 
Men, it is from their Dijcourfes and Anions 
I dedace and prove my Opinion of them : 
and perhaps by this way of judging we do 
the poor Beads a great deal of wrong ; for we 
only (ee what they do, and but guels at the 
Principle from whence their Anions flow, 
and who knows if our Conjedures about it 
be not falfe ? 

I F a Dog, or any other Animal, could ex- 
plain the Motives whereby he is determined 
to ad, we ihould perhaps difcover in them 
deep Thoughts, folid Reafoning, and a great 
deal of Prudence. Whereas the Men of 
whom I have been fpeaking, do communi* 
cate to us their Motives to Ad:ion ; and we 
can difcover in them nothing elfe but an In- 
JlinSi operating by the afliftance of Memory 
and Imagination. 

T H u s I believe I have pretty well open- 
ed my Dodrine concerning the generality of 
Men ; and your Readers may eafily examine 
the Truth of my Theory, by confidering, 
with a little attention, the great Bulk of 
Mankind. But however, as it may be necef- 
iary to clear up this matter a little farther, 
smd to anfwer wnat Objedions can be made, 
I am ready to do it ; and in my following 
Letter ihall demondrate from common Ex- 
perience that the Condu<3: and Behaviour of 
mod Men proceeds from a fortuitous: Con- 
courje of Images^ which I call Caprice \ or 

from 
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from a Ci?Mn of Images lini'J together hy 
Chance^ which form Cuftom or Ha£u» 

Isaac ALOGist. 


N° 77. Saturday, September 17, 1716. 

, To HlBERNldUS. 

ICOULD prove add illullratt 
I what I faid ia (he CoaclafioQ of 
I my laft Letter by feveral tdftdp- 
I CCS, and need ndt ficcch chetti from 
that obfcore part of Maakidd 
who live and die unheeded. I Would bot 
be forced to quote thoJe Wretched, who 
daring fixty Yeats do nothibg dfe t)ut bad- 
die their. Shades and Mattocks for fix Days 
of the Week, and get drank regularly every 
Sund^. No, I could deduce my Proofll 
from the Condu^ and Behaviour of the 
more elevated Ranks of M^n, add fbdw*^ 
that it generally nsakes good wha^ I dHer ted. 
No one will deny fidocatiod, generally 
Ipeaking, to iaflaeacc cveiy Man in the patt 

he 
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ht is to add in the World. And what is E- 
dacatiod, for the moft part, but ftocking a 
Child^s Brain with Chains of Images^ 
Hwaee fomewhere or other introduces a 
CoTjl^enfrr deliberating with himfelf whether 
he ihould make a Joint-Stool^ or a (Sod^ out 
Of an old Block he was going to work upon. 
And do not mod Fathers do the fame with 
their Children ? Now pray^ what is this 
but ading from ^fortuitous Conceurfi of 
Images ? This Parfage of the Poet calls to 
my mind a Story which 1 think extremely 
applicable to our prelent Argument. 

A Taylor in this City, having been 
very a<ftive in promoting the EIe<£on of 
Tucker and Fownes, was rewarded for his 
pains by a zealous Tar/dn with the Clerk- 
fikip of the Pariih. He had at that time a 
Son turn'd of fifteen, and was in great fuf* 
penfe whether to put him out Apprentice to 
a Button*maker, or dedicate him to the 
Church. But his own Prefern>ent having 
railed his Ambition, he expeded no Ids 
than to fee his Boy come in Curate in a few 
years, and (b refolved he fhould be a Parfon ; 
ay, marry J ibould he, and a High-Church 
Parfon too. The Boy, who had fome be* 
[innings of (what is callM) Clajjic Learnings 
laving finiflied his grammatical Studies, and 
received his Manumijfory Indarfement, was 
fent to the Univerfiry, and provided with a 
HighhQhurch Tutor. Great care had beeu 

taken 
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taken beforebaiid to arm hips with the ut-^ 
mod Rage and Fury againft Fanaticifin ; 
and his Tutor employed all his art and skill 
CO fallen in his Brain a long Chain of Or^ 
thodox HigkhChurch Images. The Chain 
was ended in a twelvemonth ; but it tpok 
up four years more to ftrengthen and dole 
the Links. And now the Work was fb (Irpng 
and well fkiiflie^d, that nothing was able to 
break it. This Train of Images continually 
revolved in our y Qung Var/bn'^ Brain ; and 
to preferye them from being jollied out by 
any intruding Foreigners^ who might dif- 
pofleft the Original Orthodox Inhabitants^ 
the firft Link of the Chain was rivetted by 
Tride, and the two lall doled up by thofe 
two infeparable Companions, Lazinefs^ and 
^read of Herejy. The Theological Ma- 
chine thus fitted m alcends the Pulpit, 
thunders out againll Schijm, draws a Pa- 
rallel betwixt Rome and Geneva, and gives 
the preference to the former, for having 
prefer v'd the Hierarchy of the Church, and 
the Jure 'Divinojhip and uninterrupted 
Succeffion of the Royal Triejihood. Next it 
damns the Whigs and Fanaticks for a pack 
of fad T>ogSj that would eat up Kings with 
a Corn of Salty and fain the whole Ka- 
kndar with the Blood of Royal Martyrs. 
The poor old Taylor all this time wept for 
Joy at his ^esk ; one half of the Congre- 
gation flared, and the other half mod ju- 
dicioufly concluded him to be one of the 

moft 


HiBERNictrsi Letters. 1^3 

mod: eminent Preachers of the Age. He 
now begins to fanfy bimfelf (b too ; for 
(what will feem very flrange) he has never 
to this hour felt that he hath a rational 
Soul ; and if he did, he Would not know to 
what ufe to put it. 

I Need not . expatiate upon other Gha* 
radters ; for I have too good an Opinion of 
yoUr Readers, to doubt of their beginnini 
now to -be fenfible that moft Men fpeiak an< 
a<S but from z fortuiteusCmcourfi oilma^ 
ges, or a ^rain of them ftored up in the 
Brain. • 4 ' 

The only Objcdtion I tah forcfee is, diac 
Men are certainly diHiu^iihed by thescWic 
and LearDii3g ftom^ BfHjii^'^ 10 ^^hbm it is 
not pofOble to teach fo mucli -as to read and 
write. But Yhis is'i^diitig at the bottom 
but a mere Cavil ; fbr if thofd Animals 
called'^ri^^^j* are not fb happy as to under- 
(land our Language, they are even with us, 
fince we are altogether as ignorant of theirs. 
What then, will you fay, have Beafts . ^ 
Language as well as we ? Mdft certainly ; 
and it requires but little attention to difcovet 
that they have infallible Means of imparting 
to each other the Images that revolve in 
their Brain. We have, in the Memairs of 
the Royal Academy of Sciences at Taris^ the 
curious Defcription of a Commonwealth of 
Ants, in whole Policy and Government 
we meet with iuch Inftances of good Or* 
der and Wifdom, as ought to Ihame the 

Vol II. O Ma- 


Magiftratts of n^ny of our Qa^pQi^4tioa& 
BfU: 9Qt CO deviate i^iq i^y Pqrpole, I (hatt 
«f}lyi tcaaflacc fo a»aqh Qf tljac PifcQuife aa 

relates to the C^^ in baad. Tbct omon^ 

hbtutaiift %«ak$ t4i|9S« 

^Having a mind to ny (be $aga(i(y Qf 
< duDfc Iktle Aoii9ai$, I. ftopi; thie Holes 
^ th»a' which they went-fi?r 5heir Provi* 
^fions in a neigbbouriqg Graoary^ ao4 
^ thereby obliged t;bem to loi^ m4 tedious 
^ Voyages in order to iwply (be^ Stores,. 

* At lau I Ipread feveial oaodfuls of Wheat 
^ in a Room which joined their place ai 
^ aJbode ; but I ftill fpqnd thai: the j^nts 
^ ottttiooed gpifl^ oy«r ieveral Qard^os aqd 
^ othct large tra^ o| Qroqnd to find one 
^ ProvifionSt aod coo(bmtly bfcmgbt them 
^ homo to the &mc ighft : wMcb plainly 
^ fiiewed they had not yet diippy^red the 
^ Supply I had intended ^ tbenu At laft 
^ i caught one of the Ants^ ap4 threw her 
^ on the Wheat I had fpread : i^e Infe^ft 
^ having been frighDened, aQd* findii!^ herfelf 
^ at liberty » ran away witbour layif^ hold 
^ of that Of^ortusicy to enrich l^rfelf ; 
^ but about three, or. four Minntes after-i 

* wards, I was. agreeably (iirf:^ i^ed to feo 
^ fiv;c or fix hundred of tbpfe l)ttle Creatpres 
^ marching tso wards tb^ Heap of Wheat, wbp 
^ all too£ their Loadings and., afterwards 
^ returned home. Which evideojtly proves, 
^ that the firftAtt bad commnoicaced her 
^ Difi:ovcry to the others.' 

HAVIIfG 
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Hating thus rtQUoved the Objedion, 
lipd ihewn from good Authority chat Anu 
mais, and eVen ktcb flighted Crcacures as 
|£&d:s, hai» the Faculty of difclofiog their 
Thoughts Co each other ; I think . I may 
ventore to affirm, that if fieafts cotild afTome 
our Shape and OrgaoSg they would iay and 
do ail moie thiogs that Men look ojei as the 
4ijihgui/hing CbardHerifiicks of their Supe^ 
rierity. 

For iiiftaaOe, do bnc .confider CUfidy Cof^ 
inelt£s Lap-dog. He eats moi!e Sweet^meata 
and Comfits t^an ray JLord^Mayor's Grand- 
child, and: all from he Mifirds-f Mouth. 
Not&jog can be farter imd livelier . than that 
Itttle Gredttire; tMe is irohtinualiy : ioi adtioo^ 
He leaps oa a Sofbrn, from thence on a 
China Table, off ^ which he throws down 
half a dozen: Ciips and- Saucers. This fine 
Exp^&ioQ over, h« rambles three or fout 
times about the Room ; tben gees on Cof^ 
meiia'% Eap, climbs on her Shoulders, lick$ 
ber Nofe, (cratches, her Forehead, bloufes bef 
Hair, and tears her MecbUn hzi^tt. Now 
lie jumps again on the . gcoaad, mrks at ano- 
ther Dog juft come into the Room ; if the 
big Dog funs away, Cufid will certainly bice 
him in the hinder Leg,, but if be only grins, 
the Lapdog will immediately take melter 
under ^ Miftrefe^s Petticoats. Now let any 
candid unprejudiced Reader tell me, if Cufidr 
hatvtog a humane Shape, a laced Coac, a 
fiili4>ottomM Wig, and a good d^al oi Ha^ 

O a vana 
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vana SnufT about his Nofe and Cheeks^ 
would not make as pretty a Fop as ever 
fluttered into a Drawing^Rooxn ? 

Let us carry this a littJe j&rther ; and 
fuppofing all Animals invaded with our 
outward Form and Appearance, would not 
an Ape very wcir reprcfcnt thole unhappy 
Mortals, who, . being both ugly and ill- 
natur'd, . divert themfelves with the malicious 
Satisfadion of mimicking the little Follies 
^nd blind Sides of othet^, and with doing all. 
the mifchief they can ? : : \ ^ 

Xn like manner. a ^Xy&^^f whole carni- 
vorous. Appetite is never CO beTati^ed, who 
ckftroys whole Flocks and Herds, and de« 
lights in nothing but Blood and^ Slaughter, 
would very naturally commence a Cham oif 
Tartary^ or a Grand' Monarque. A FoXy 
who tickles a poor Goafe while he is choak- 
ing her, would make at. Attorney^ Mia has 
the art of flipping his own Nedc out of 
the . Halter, and leaving an hojaeft Neigb^ 
hour's in ir. A H^g would lofe but little 
o^ his Nattnre, and nothing at iX\ of bfs 
dtomach, in becoming an Alderman. A 
2)(?r«r(?^ would make a good luperannua- 
ted Judge. - A furly Majiiff with a torn 
Ear^ a difcontented Halfpay-Officer : An 
iU-ldclid Cub a young Nobleman ignorant 
of every thing but his Quality ; and laftly, 
the lagacious Sfider^ who is held to be the 
only original Inventor of that (nod: x&Sxx\ 

Engine 
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iEngine a\F/y-7V^, and is known to be i 
moft remarkable Improver of 2)/W, would 
fill a 4$Vi^? in the Royal Society with all be- 
coming Gravity » and fui table Abilities. 

I Could carry this Parallel much far- 
ther, but think the Inftances I have given 
fufficient. If .Men complain that I deal 
hardly with them, in not bringing in the 
Women for a fliare, TU recommend to their 
perufal the CCIXth SpeBator^ where they'll 
Tee that Simonides hath iaved me the trou* 
ble many Ages ago, and furnifhed me 
with the hioc I h^ve iu)W been making 
uie of. : i 

I T remains to ihcw, that my Opinion of 
the Nature of Man, very far from difpara- 
ging my Fellow-Creatures, skreens ihem 
trom the greateft Confufion» and the mdl 
mortifying Reflec^ons. For if Men are 
railed above the brute part of the Creation 
by a rational Soul^ which hath been given 
them by the great and good CREATOR 
of the Univerfe, to guide and dired; thenii 
in their Condud. and Actions, it :from 
thence follows that this. Soul is the moft 
excellent part of our Being, and that which 
really and : effentially conftitutes the Man. 
But if fo» how comes it to pais that this 
txceilent Part of jkurfelves becomes fo 
ufclels ? Why do moft Men give pp them- 
felves, without reftraint, to all the Allure- 
ments of brutal Pleaiure and Sisxifiiality ? 

O 3 From 
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From whence can proceed their Sii^ioenefi 
and total Negled: of what this Soul tells 
them is their Duty ; whilft all other Grea* 
tures, whom they call Brutes^ are cod* 
ilantly employed in adling the part they 
were defigoed for by their Creator ? How 
can tbofe who are ib unfortuoate as to think 
they have a Soul, and yet make fo ill a ufe 
of ir^ look in the face of a Man who lends 
a conftant attention to his Reafon ? Is it 
BOt ^r better and more honourable for them' 
to own the want of that ineftimable Trea* 
jRire, than to acknowledge the pofTeflion* 
and yet to trample under their feet what 
they would be affaamed others Ihould think 
they ate without ? 

If you ihould meet a Man walking at 
Noon-day with his Eyes ihut, and knock- 
ing himielf againft e?ery Pod ia his way, 
would It not be far oiore reaibnable to 
think him blind, than to imagine him poi^ 
ftft of a good pair of Eyes, which ihould 
become n&Iefs to him by his own Choice 
And Option ? Or fuppofe again, you ihould 
find in the Street a pvor Beggar and an 
t14 Mifir both in Rags, would not the 
Beggar taiie greater Compaifion than the 
old Niggard, who having Money, won't 
ailbrd himielf what is neceflaty to cover 
his Nakedneis? If yon ihould ^k the 
Beggar why he has no better Clothes on P 
he woold 9nfwer you, it is . bocai^ he has 

no 
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ho Money. Let us zGt whfaihe fiuneln- 
geottity ; abd if We be called to an ac^ 
coutat by othets for our Follies and Mif* 
behaviour, let us fraukly own T HA T 
WE HAVE NO SOULS, and there is 
not a Word to be reply^d 

1 H A V E now, J», laid open to yon 
the faculties of the Mind, and ihewn that 
thofe of moft Men confift but in a mecha* 
nical Oferation^ as wdl a& tht)fe of other 
Animals. \ have too good an Opinion • of 
your Judgftiebt, to think that yto will 
look upon niy Proofs as trying and nn^ 
gatory ; I hope, on the contrary, they Will 
appear to you as conclufive as the nature 
of the Queftion which I have been treat- 
ing, will admit. But to remove all Pre- 
judices and Difficulties from the Minds 
of the Readers, I d£fire they will compare 
my Arguments with thofe made ufe of by 
Mr. Bickerfiaff^ to prove that Dr. Cartridge 
Was dead in lyoS* and to judae MmpartialTy 
if mine are not as natural and urong as thofe 
of that ingenious Gentleman. 

And now, to conclude, I mud leave yoa 
to confider whether all your Cenfures of the 
Follies of Mankind, and your Incitemeuts 
to Virtui and Morality ^ have been to the 
purpoie or no. No wonder then that your 
Productions become fo ifuddenly wafie Ta* 
per. But will you have them to be of uni- 
Verial Entertainment, and carefully colleded 
by every body ? Send that idle Pedagogue, 

O 4 Reafon^ 
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Reajon^ a packing, and eodeaypur to free 
^S ipany of your Readers as are troublec^ 
with it from its perturbations. Employ all 
your Wit and Skill in furnifhing Men with 
i\rgqm(:nts againfl: its Dictates, and plaufible 
Excufes for what you have hitherto looked 
upon as Extravagances. Thus your Paper 
will become truly Catholick^ and gain yoa 
a general Efleem and boundlefs Reputation. 
If you be at. a Ipfs hpw to begin this netv 
MfthU^X.zm ready to leqd you my alTift- 
^nce, provided your obftinate adherence to 
Kationalijm and Morality^ be no Obftaclc 
to our future Correfpondepce, 


I am, S I R^ 


Tour very humble Servant ^ 


lisAAC Alogist* 


WW 
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N^ 78. Saturday, Sep ember 24, 1726. 


Xo the Author of the Dublin Journal. 


'Hi moresy hac duri immota Catonis 



SeSiafuJt. LucANr 

SIR, 

OOKING Ibme few days- fincc 
into the Memoirs of Literature 
for the Month of February Igft, 
I met with an Account of a Book 
printed laft year at Cologne. It is 
a Colleftion of Letters written by a Swifs 
Gentleman concerning the Englijh and French 
Nations; with fome Obfervations upon Tra- 
vels in general By the Account the Memo- 
rialiji gives of it, it appears to be a cu* 
rious Performance. His Obfervations up- 
on the Englijh Nation in particular are what 
will naturally excite the attention of an En^ 
glijh Reader. He feems to have far jufter 
and more favourable Notions of the Inha- 
bitants pf the Britijh IJks, than the genera- 
lity of Foreigners have. The old Charader 
of Fiercenefiv^^ however ftill retain in his 
Opinion. This Word has a very ill Idea in 
our Language ; and therefore might be juftly 

talcpo amifs, if th? h^^W iptfaded to t%- 
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prds all that we uiiially mcaa by it. 8ac in 
«nich| k %mfies IK) more ill the Or%iiiil thjtti 
that ihyne^ of contrading new Friendihips, 
and communicating our Thoughts and O- 
pinions to Strangers, for which *we are fb 
remarkably diftinguiihed, occafiohed by that 
Divetfity of Opinions, Which has fo fte- 
quendy given Btgotry the Alarm^ and coofe- 
quently made it uniafe for a Man to appear 
in his own Charader. 

This ingenious Author I have been men* 
tionin^ afligns another Excufe for what he is 
plealed to call our Fiercenefs ; and in a very 
uncommon fttain of Refleaidn, fays, * that 
^ Fiercenefs is necelTary in a free Nation for 

* the ptefervatiod of Libetcy, in the lame 

* manner as a Man muft be a Mi/ant bro^e. 

* that would always continue an honeji 

* Man? 

The Reflexion at firft view will appear 
exceedingly wild and fhocking to every good- 
tatur'd Peiton ; nothing being more contfa- 
dkaory to all Notions of Honefty, than a 
firm and rooted Antipathy to the humati 
Species. The Mi/2f»/Ar^^ therefore of our 
Author muft not draw along with it that 
whole frightful Train of Ideas which arc 
cdtnmonly affixed to it. The Refledion in 
^hat cafe would be vefy unnatural and mou- 
ftf Otis. But the French geuetally uuderftafid 
this Won! as it regards the Behaviour, and- 
•flOt the Affedion? ; aid call every Matt a 
Mifanthrop, who from any peculiarity of 
I Tamper, 
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Temper, is carelefi ^ut die arbitrary Forms 
of DiftiDdK)Q aod Ceremonies of Addrds 
which have been efiablifhed among thofe 
who are ufoaliy adled the fafliionable and 
polite part of Mankind. Men of ftrong 
Senie, and exalted Virtne, aie very apt to 
defeife thefe empty Appearances at all ttmes^ 
ana in a great many Cafes ainnot comply 
with them, Withont reproaching themfelves 
with breaking thro' thofe honourable and 
generous Maxims they iiave laid down for 
their Condndt. This is often reckoned by 
Ifaofe who do not know them» to proceed 
from an obftinate Pride, and a thorow Con- 
tempt of every body but themfelves ; where^ 
as indeed it is the Med of worthy and noble 
Sentiments, and a rational Scorn of every 
thii^ inconfiflent Mrith the Dignity of human 
Nature, and which has a tendency to make 
Men lofe the Subftance of Virtue in hunting 
for the Shadow of it. And diis, in fhotu 
is that Mifmthrofyt a Name our polite 
Neighbours give to every thing whicn has 
any appearance of Rulticity, which out 
Author imagines to be infeparable ih^xi a 
tenacious and inflexible Honefty. A Re- 
mark pretty near a-kin to that noted Obfer* 
vation of my Lord HaUfaXy in his Advice 
to a daughter J That a Man of good Senfe 
has always a rmxture of SuUenneis in his 
Temper. 


V 
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I Believe there ore fcarce. aay bat will 
think both the one and the other of thde 
Obfervations very unjufi, when they cont- 
fider an hone(l» or a. wife Mao as he is in 
himielf, abflraded from the external Cir^* 
cumdances in which he may be placed. For 
Honedy is but another. Name for the moft 
generous Virtue, and ex tenfive. Benevolence y 
and good Senfe will naturally dired the Pof^ 
felTor of ic to all thofe 'graceful Ads which 
may render him agreeable to odi^rs, and 
confequently eaiy to himielf. . This, h6w>e^ 
ver, is on the Suppofition, that the World 
is ioitably di%ofed to receive and cultivate 
fiich a Commerce of Kindnefs and good Of^ 
fices. But he muD; have little acquaintance 
with the World, the common World, who 
.expeds to live in it upon foch terms, or to 
Jbe placed in iiich Circumftances as will not, 
now and then, give Hodefty the Spleen^ 
and freauently difcolour the Adions of Peo- 
ple of the beft Senie> by putting their Tem* 
per on the yrf /. 

Taking things in this light,, it will be 
found very difficult for a Man to preferve his 
HoncHy uncorrupted, and his Temper un- 
foured at the fame time. If thro' an abun- 
dance, of good Nature he endeavours to live 
weQ With the World, as it is called, and to 
avoid ail occdfions .of giving offence, he muft 
either be an idle Spedator in it, which furely 
is not a virtuou$ Charader ; or clfe by con- 
*tinually playing booty with it, facrifice his 

Honour 
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Honour and Integrity for the laKe of fbme 
Advantages, which indiredl Arts, and frau- 
dulent Management! are fcldom found to tU 
f^ual to obtain, as' the plain beaten Road 
of Truth and Honefty. Thefe is the fame 
dtfa^rantage in purfuing the Rules of this 
vitious Policy, that there is in forfaking thd 
High Way oii al Jowrney, aod- taking fbort 
&SKS -thro' the Fields ; you indeed^ fave a 
Mile's riding^ of fo, but then you hazard 
your Ntek by the bargain; atfd tho you fhould 
efcape that, probabr^ eog^e* youriclf in 
Troubles and Difficulties enough to make 
you repent of youi* Rclblution. 
/ This however is not the cafe of your 
merely good-naturM JPeople, who go into the 
Corruptions and {^ollies of Mankind without 
any defign at all, being only carried along 
with the Torrent, which they have too much 
Cork in their Conditution to be able to refid; 
Thefe are the People who ufually run a- 
way with the moft agreeable Characters in 
Life* and are complimented with Goodnefs, 
and Humanity and Gentlenefs in great a- 
bundance, for no other vifible Reaion, but 
becaufe they are good for nothing. In fhort^ 
my Lady*s Lap-dog add they are pretty much 
on a level, who becaufe he can frisk, and 
£iwn, and lick^ aiki wag his Taii^ is one of 
the bed beloved, and moft refbeded Brutes 
of the Family ; while poor Tray^ that de* 
fends the Houfe from foreign Invaders^ and 
domefiick pilferers ^ does no body any harm 

unlefs 


W^shia4elf Ukea vexy rf4i/a^/f C^^ has the 
cwsfpftuoe to be hated by ^vcyy body, «ily 
oa af^cMut of a little SmieuDeis in bis hp^ 
pcaraoce^ and bccaide be ia ^ (o growi 
pffw aod then at Peofde that sak$ a^^nfy tp 
tfifle with biin. "^ 

If weloQk; iqto A0ti<|aity, we iball find 
ma^y of (be greateft fiyils whteh have h^ 
fallea MaaKiQ^i to have proceeded Ironi Men 
of a very co^ipdaiia^t Dupo^tlof), and^^evv 
pefs of Natuse^ nay. ambitious ipf d^iog 
Good, but faulty ia dcfirii^ to have the -fete 
Power of difofiailkig it ia theif owa haods^ 
4ikihM4es\ Sylla, and the two finft C^farsl 
were all of this Complexioo^ ikfi»d ta , tto 
lail dc^r^e of doing good Offi(;e& to alli Pttv 
iooa, aud no le& i enaarkable foi ^ obligfi^ 
Mwa^r of doing theiBi. Veried' in all the 
PaflioHS of Human Nature^ aod dextrous ia 
applying to theiQ iq the moft engaging aftd 
$fie<3:aal manner, they bf ai^ht over all tim 
ihort*iighoed eafy People ^ the Comqiciii^ 
wealth they lived io^ into their Meafutes;. 
and made them Enemte$> tx). their Conatiyv 
uodei the notion of foUowiug Leada?s fo 
coufpicuous for Benevolence aod Humanity* 
And thus; fox want of a due regard to Ho^ 
nefly, aod aifaeddy adberesce to Right aad 
Juftice, good Nature became an Inftromoit: 
of the greateft Calamity a People could 
fuffcr. 

» 

* 

There 


There is a noble Stroke to this porpQle 
i© Mr. Addifon^% Twgedy of Cato. Lucius^ 
perfiiadiiig that haughty Roman to fubmic to 
the Conqueror, as an loduceoi^Dt cell; him 
fcow inach and bow juftly C/e£ar was ccfq- 
krated for Us Clemency and Huntanity^ 
To which CatOy confideriog only the bad 
Purpoies CO. which thofe Qcidities had been 
applied^ and the mirchievQiis Confeqqence; 
taey had produced, makes an Anfwer which 
caoi never be fufiiciencly admiced: 

Curfe m his Virtues^ th€y*ue u»dw9 Ins Coumry^ 

O N the oth^r hand, where Men are firm« 
ty refblved to do nothing but what is juft, 
and cbnfifteot with the Rules oX ftri(% Ho- 
aefty, they are under an abibfure necefltry 
of layin2 afide all Regards to the Bulk/ of 
Mankind, and of doing many things whicb 
will render them obnoxious to the Difplea* 
£}re aitd Ill-will of Multitudes of unthink- 
V^, bnt well-meaning People. And to in- 
cor Hatred and Reproach on this fcore^ as ic 
is the hacdeflt Trial which human Virtue can 
undergo, ib. is it attended with the moft lab« 
Jiime Satisfaction which it is capable of en- 
joying^ the Confcioufhefs of having main* 
tained its ground againfl: thofe Temptation^ 
which gener^ally prove, an over-match fbr 
any but uncommon and godlike Minds. 

Men of tbis Temper, tho an Honour to 

the Species, and the only real Benefadlors cq 

Mankind, yet are commonly looked upon as 

a 
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a pcrverfc and obftinate Generation, becaufc 
they will hot flatter the FoHics, nor comply 
With the unreafbnable Humours of the giady 
Multitude. They fet thcmfelves in open 
defiance to Corruption and Wickednefsi and 
combat the Prejudices, and ill Opinions which 
have crept into the World, without regard 
to any preferit Damage which may attend 
their lb doing ; being convinced, thaf Things 
are not to be efli mated by their prefent or 
accidental Ufefulnefi, but by their, natural 
tendency to render Mankind good and ha(^y« 
And this Method pif aiding _ being ppponte 
to the commoQ: Maxims and Managements 
of the World, the Men who' ufe it, as they 
are both aReproach and an Obftacle to them 
who do it not» who in all Ages have been' 
yaftly the majority, cannot avoid both being 
looked upon, and adually becoming in foitie 
ineafure rigid and auftere. 

This, however it may appear fdi- the 
prefent an unamiable Charadler, and create 
Dilguft and Ill-will in thofe who haveTome 
particular intereft thwarted -by it, yet gives 
an unconcerned Spediator the Jiigheft and 
mofl exalted Idea of Human Nature that is 
capable of being formed. We read the In* 
(lances of this inflexible Integrity, and in- 
exorable Virtue, if I may fo fpeak, in the 
Wtient Greeks and Romans:, with an Admi* 
ration beyond any thing we feel fromi the 
Reprcfentatioh of Adions fringing from 
more common and feieble AttecSions. Nei- 
ther 
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ther the Tendernefs of Lovers ia Romances, 
nor the Arts and Fiaeflcs of Politicians, how* 
ever natural the one and ufeful the other, may 
appear, give us that manly Pleafure in the 
peruial, which we receive from ai view of the 
Firmneis and Intrepidity of thofe generous 
and heroick Mortals, in thofe things wherein 
they apprehended true Greatnefs and Dignity. 
to , confifl. Seneca regards a Man of this 
make, when difappointed in his . DeHgus .and[ 
firu2gling with Misfortunes, .as a Sight the; 
Gods look down upon with plealure. And 
Horace has choCen to fetch the principal Em- 
bellifliment of one of his mod fublimc Odes 
from the lame Subject. 

The Man who dares ^ in confe ions Virtue bold ^ 
By Truth andjufiice obfi'tndtely hold, 
T)ifdains the giddy Croud's unjuft T)ecrees^ 
And undifmdy^ d the Frowns of Tyrants fees : 
His fair*, ^Defighi. nor Hopes, nor Fears controul^ 
Or from his 'Purpofi warp his ft eddy Soul, 
Thy Billows^ Adria, vainly lajh the Shore ; 
And (Per his Head th^ undreaded Thunders roar. 
Let Heaven^ and its eternal Arches fall^ 
And into pieces crujh this earthly Ball ; 
Tet he^ all Nature in one Ruin hurPd, 
Shall ftand unmoved amidji a falling World. 

\ Before I conclude, it Is necefTary to 
obferve, that this ftern and awful Difpofition 
is fb far from being a real Mifanthropy^ that 
it proceeds rather from the rtioft extenfive 
Humanity ; tho from, a condant Maxim of 
Vol. IL P treating 
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treating with Mankind upon fiich Terms as 
they ought, but do not defire to comply 
^^ ith, their Conducfl has the appearance of 
Coii tempt and Difr^ard.for them. But this 
isno more than' the neceflary Refiilt of the 
mod fublime Principle of Virtue, a Defire to 
imitate GOD himfelf, who, tho the mod: 
benevolent and compaflionate of all Beings, 
yet is often pleafed in his tender Severity 
to difappoint the Wiihes and Expedations of 
his Creatures, and is more than once repre- 
fented to us in the infpired Writings as cha^ 
ftening thofe whom he loveth. 

I am, SIR, 

Tour very^ humble Servant, 


HiBERNICUS, 


«O^MI^ 


Nr75>. 
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To HiBERNICUS. 

Qui lahreSf periculaj dubias atque afperas res facile 
tderaveram^ iis ctiunty divitza, eptanda aliiSy oneri 
mifiriaque fuere* S a l l u s t. 

SIR, 

HERE is a vitious Modefty pre- 
vails much in the World, which 
is apt to lead Men into very dan* 
gerbus Miflakes. Many Men have 
their Hearts overflowing with 
Good-will to Mankind, and would not be (e* 
doced by any Coniideration to do a thing 
that would be hurtful to the Publick, who 
yet, by confidering themfelves as of very 
fmall account in the World, and their A(3:ions 
of Uttte or no confequence to Society, are 
every day guilty of what they would abhor, 
were they (enfible of it. They imagine, that 
none but Men in publick and eminent Stations 
are capable of having any Influence on the 
Happmeis of the Community, and fo make 
their own private Convenience the only Rule 
of their ConduA in living \ judging, that 
while the Publick receives no dired immedi* 
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are Damage irom any thing they do, they 
are perfcdiy innocent in leading an indolent 
unad:ivc Life, and gratifying every Wifti 
which does not impair their Health, or 
Eftates, 

I HaV'^ in a former Letter to you en- 
deavoured to fliew the unrealbnableneis of 
fuch an indqlept; Tempef, and how unmanly 
it is to indulge it. But the Bounds of your 
Papff would not permit me to treat the Sub- 
jed: ft) fully as it requires. I therefore intend 
^t this time to confider it in the Coniequences 
which I think unavoidably attend it, to wit, 
Luxury^ and Idlenefs ; which two things 
have been in all Ages the Source of the great* 
eft Evils which can poffibly befal any Coun- 
try or People. 

Besides the Tendency of thefe Vices to 
damage the Publick,. there is danger in the 
bare appearance of them fufficienc to make 
any one who truly loves his Country ex- 
tremely cautious of all approaches towards 
them. For thq the Example rifes from the 
Great and the Rich, who cannot hurt them- 
felves much either by Leifore or Expence, 
yet the Imitation generally runs thro' all 
Ranks of Men, till at laft it reaches and 
corrupts thofe by whofe Induftry a Nation 
ought to fubfift. It is obvious to every Man^s 
knowledge, that the meaner (brt of People 
are perpetually treading on the heels of thofe 
immediately above them, and aping the Man* 
ncr of Life in faihioa among fiicb as are cal* 

led 
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ledPerfbns of Diflinc^on, which every Man 
is to fome or others of tbofe who are below 
hiiD. ' So that let a Man be ever fo well able 
to afford either Magnificence or Profufion in 
his way of living; the Duty he owes the 
Publick obliges him to live within his Fortune, 
that he may not give encouragement to gene* 
ral Wade, and become a Means of introducing 
univerfal Poverty and Mifcry. And as every 
Man has an adiual Influence this way, it is 
the bufinefs of all to confider themfelves in 
this View, and not be fatisfied with the 
thought that they have had no adrual hand in 
the publick Difofders^ or the falie Modefty of 
believing themfelves too inconftderable to be 
Leaders in the Ways of the World. When 
there is danger of a Diftemper becoming ge- 
neral, tho no Man can pretend to (lop the 
Contagion, yet if he endeavours to fave One 
from it, he does all in his power to prevent 
the Infedion from fpreading. And the bed 
way to prevent Corruption of Manners i^ for 
every Man to begin at home, and by that 
means invite his Neighbours to do the like. 
Men man^e in this Affair much as they do in 
cleaning or repairing the- publick Ways ; if 
you fall diredly to work, and mend before 
your own Door, it is odds but you will have 
the whole Neighbourhood follow you ; where^ 
as if you enter into Confultation about it, a 
Difpute may arife who fhall begin firft, and fo 
the Bufineis be greatly retarded^ if not totally 

P 3 It 
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I T is a miftake to fay. That Luxury is on^ 
]y criminal when it produces an Expence dii^ 

Eroportioncd to a Man's Fortune. What I 
ave already mentioned concerning the ill In- 
fluence which high Living has on the< lower 
Orders of Men, even when it does not im« 
pair the Fortunes of thofe who ufe it, (uffici-. 
ently proves the contrary. For beftdes that 
Men may, and frequently do give into a cri- 
minal Luxury^ which inflead of diminifhing, 
proves a Means of enlarging their Circumftan- 
ces, many a worthier Rogue has eat himfelf 
into Preferment, and others have been no 
lefs fuccefsful by dilplaying their great Abili- 
ties in drinking. But will any one from 
thence argue, that indulging the fenfual Appe* 
tites in thofe cafes isjuitifiable, and that there 
is no other Rule for adjufting the Meafure of 
our Expences in living but every Matf s pri- 
vate Fortune and Circumftances ? Has Nature 
fixed no Limits to our Defires ; and are there 
no Superfluities that contribute neither to the 
NeCeffaries nor Decencies of Life ? And is it 
not becoming every wife and good Man to 
break himfelf of all IncHnations to things of 
this fort, and to hold them in difefleem and 
contempt ? For the fmalleil degree of Indul- 
gence of them, even tho only in compliance 
with the Fafhions of the World, and the Ty«- 
ranny of Cuftom, is of dangerous experiment, 
in regard of the ill Habits which by that 
means may be contracted, and the eaiy tran- 
fition there is from one degree of Vplupto^ 

oumefs 
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oufbefs to another, and greater. Add to this 
the fupernamcrary Cares which Men are expo- 
fed to, who fall in love with a Life of Eafe» 
Eleafiire or Magnificence ; which, tho only 
imaginary Enjoyments, yet prove real Afflic- 
tions, wnen Men are either deprived of them, 
or under apprehenfions of lofing them. 

The Perfedion of Wifdom has ever been 
efteemed to confift in the moderating of our 
Defires, reducing them within the bounds of 
Nature and Reafon, and difengaging our Af- 
fedions from all Objccfts foreign to the Hap- 
pineft of fecial and intelligent Beings. Now 
it is evident, that all the Objeds of Luxury^ 
either in Entertainments, Drefs or Equipage, 
which are what the World commonly^ calls 
Luxury^ (which, without having recourfe to 
a metaphyfical Definition, is a word as well 
underdood as Black or White) are of thislbrt ; 
and confequently it is our wifdom to banidi 
them as much as we can from our Thoughts, 
and to be as fparing in the ufe of them as the 
Circumftances of the Age and Country we live 
in will permit, I will add too, that the Strength, 
and perhaps the very Being of Virtue depends 
on the fame Principle. For it is certain, that 
nothing prompts Men fo much to hate pne 
another, and pecome cruel and uojuft, as the 
Extravagance of their Defires. And no left 
certain it is, that Luxury and Avarice go 
hand in hand together, it being impoflible to 
fepport the one without the affiftance of the 
Other ; which Compound of Avarice is much 
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more pernicious than the Simple kind ; the 
one very often breaking out into Fraud, Ra* 
pine and Oppreflion,. and the other for the 
mod part contenting itfcif to feed upoa Indu- 
ftry and Frugality. 

The Policy of the antient Greeks and 
Romans in this matter is well worthy our Re- 
gard and Imitation. Thofe wife and virtuous 
Nations, iq the Times of their greateft Gran- 
dure and Prolperity, made it their principal 
care to infpire the Minds of their People with 
a Contempt of all fal(e Pleafures, and immo- 
derate Riches. For this purpofe, when other 
Methods fail'd, they made ufc of the more 
compulfive ones of Sumptuary and Agrarian 
Laws ; rightly judging, that the Publick Safe- 
ty and Tranquillity could never be* well main- - 
tained, unlefs the refpecftive Members of the 
Body Politick were Men of Virtue and Mode- 
ration, and greatly denied to every thing" 
which might prove either an Impediment or a 
Snare to them in their Endeavours to promote 
the Good of their Country. The greateft and 
beft Men that ever thofe Commonwealths 
produced came readily into thefe Maxims, 
and hadeven a kind of AHedlation in en:)bra- \ 
cing Labour and Poverty. Efaminondas in 
Greece^ and Cincinnatus in Rome^ are ndt 
the only illuftrious Inftances of voluntary In- 
digence among their firft Magiftrates, and mod 
renowned Captains. Luxury at Tables, and 
^xpence in Apparel, were things looked on 
gs criminal, or at leaft unbecoming Perfons of 

Worth 
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Worth and Diftindion ; which Principle pre^ 
vailing among the Great, difRifed itfelf thro' 
all Ranks and Orders of Men in a general 
Sobriety and Modefty. 

B Y means of this Contempt of Wealth, and 
Abftinencc from Pleafure in private Perlbns 
and Families, the Publick was enabled to ap- 
pear with the greater Splendor and Dignity. 
Every Man's private Vanity was turned to 
augment the Stream of the Publick Magnifi- 
cence^ which difplayed itfelf in great and 
noble Works^ that might lad for Ages, warm 
the Hearts of (ucceeoing Generations with a 
holy Reverence for their Anceftors, and call 
up the dear Idea of a Country in their Minds 
by fenfible Objeds. People were con- 
tent to lie on a homely Bed, and feed on 
fimple Diet, while they could fee their Cities 
adorned with Temples, Statues, and Trium- 
phal Atches, the Monuments of Piety and 
Virtue ; and their Country rendered both 
beautiful and commodious by {lately Bridges, 
and convenient Caufeways. The bare Ruins 
of fome of thefe Works to this day flrikc 
thofc who behold them with Wonder ?ind 
Afloniihment ; and how mud they have been 
aflec^ed with them, who faw them in their 
Glory, and imagined they had a Property in 
them ? An Expence thus employed, as it 
raifed the Minds of the People, and contribu- 
ted to make them generous and publick-fpiri- 
ted, fo the EfTeiSs of it being extenfive and 
durable, tended both to promote the good of . 

^ the j 
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the Community, and the innocent Plealiire 
and Amufement of every particular Member, 
bur Vanity, on the contrary, is all confined 
to ourfelves, and for the moft part difplays 
itfelf in very trifling and periftiable Objeds : 
and by that means the Expence laid out in 
[ratifying it, is juft fo much loft to the Pub- 
[ick, over and above the Injury it receives 
from the Degeneracy of Mens Minds, and the 
Corruption of Manners which necefTarily at- 
tends the giving way to h idle and felfifli a 
Temper. 

I N EED not reprefent how great, how fuc- 
cefsfiil and happy thofe brave People were, 
while they lived in the manner I have been 
defcribing, and kept up their firft Stridnefs of 
Ltfe, and Moderation ofDefires. Butlmufl: 
not omit obferving, that as foon as they fell 
from it, they limk by degrees from that Pitch 
of Glory and Happinels they formerly enjoy- 
ed. Luxury was focceeded by Avarice, and 
that introduced Struggles and Contentions 
among the Great for the Management of pub- 
lick Affairs, that they might have the greater 
Opportunities of enriching themfelves. This 
introduced Bribery and Corruption, and then 
Fraud and Violence, which at laft ifliied in 
cruel Seditions, Conlpiracies, and Civil Wars ; 
by which being deflroyed and confumed, they 
became an eafy Prey to furious and abomina- 
ble Tyrants, who ufing them like Beafts, by 
degrees made them fo, and put them for ever 

out 
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oat of a capacity fo much as to look up to 
that Height from whence they had fallen, 

I A M far from iofiouatiug, that things are 
in fuch a dangerous Pofiure among us at pre- 
lent : but tr^y I cannot help thinking, that 
we are to the ftrait Road to it, if we go on as 
we have begun. For let us look where we 
will, is there not a ftrange Efieminacy and 
DifTblutenefs yifible amoi^ all forts of People; 
hut cipecially the Polite, and the Beau 
Monde ? And do we not ieem perpetually to 
vie with one another in the mod: expenfi ve and 
extravagant Ways of Living that can be con- 
trived' ? Can any thing be more ibocking to 
Decency and Senfe, than to fee out youns 
Fops all daubed over with Tomatum^ and 
cruih'd up into a pair of Stays ? Tho this lad 
may, for ought I know, have (bme Signifi* 
cance in it, and intimate how richly the 
Owners deferve to be laced. It is true, Ibme 
of them can afibrd it, and poiTibly do their 
Fortunes no harm by fuch an Expence. But 
what then ? Is not the thing itfelf abfurd and 
unnatural? Some of our Philofbphers too can 
afford to lay out 20 or 30,000 Pounds in a 
Collection of Butterflies ; and many a fan- 
taflick Female gratify her Padion for China 
Ware with what m^ht be a fiifficient Portion 
for her, if ihe were not herielf as frail as her 
China. But will that juflify fuch an unreafbn- 
able Expence on things neither ufeful, nor 
truly ornamental in Life P If we know not 

what 
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what to do with our Riches, unlefs to make 
OftentatioD of them, let us do it in things 
which have a real Beauty and Durablenels, 
in Building and Planting, the Pleafure of 
whk:h Multitudes may enjoy as well' as^the 
Owner, and not waftc them in the mo- 
mentary Gratifications of Appetite, or the 
feeble and windy Satisfadiion arifing from 
GaudineJis of Drefs and Equipage. If we 
refledl at all, as reaibnable People ihould, on 
the fad Confequencfis of this perverted Taftc 
in other Kingdoms and States, and confider 
that the like Cauie^ mud always produce the 
fike Effeds, the Duty we owe to our Coun- 
try will conflrain us to guard with our utmoft 
Caution againft the leaft Symptom of fo dan* 
gerous a Diieale. 


SIR, 


Tour very humble Servant^ 

PUBLICOLA. 
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To. HlBERNICUS. 

Falfo queritur de natura fun genus hunyinumj quod im- 
beciBe, atque avi trevis, forte potius quam virtute 

' regatur* Nam contra refutandp, neque majus aliudi 

neque frafiabiUus invenins ; magifque natura indu" 

firiam hominum, quant vim out temfus deejfe^ 

S A L I u s T. 

SIR, 

O THING is more uftial than to 
hear People, othcrwifc of good 
Senfe, and in fuch Circumftances 
of Life as appear very comfortable 
and eafy, bemoaning themfelves 
at a rate which would fcarcely be decent in 
Men ftruggling with the greateft Misfortunes. 
or groaning under the moft grievous Afflifti* 
ons. Tho in all outward appearance they, 
want nothing which might render them hap- 
py, yet in reality they want every thing, by 
wanting the Difpofition neceflary to all Hap- 
pinefs, a Mind open to receive thofe innocent 
Gratifications which by the Bounty of Provi-. 
dence offer themfelves in great plenty, in al- 
moft every Scene or Condition in which 

Men can be placed. . . 

If 
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If there were not a kind of Cruelty in 
making oar felves merry even with Mens ima- 
ginary Misfortunes, it would be pleafant to 
obferve the Methods of tormenting tbemfel ves 
made ufe of by People of this Complexion. 
For in this matter they dilcover a great deal of 
Ingenuity, and have the Art of drawing Sor- 
row and Deje<9:ion of Heart out of the great- 
eft Blefling^ of Life, with as much facility as 
Waips extract Poifon from Flowers. Being a 
very Laconic Generation of Men» and defi- 
fous of finding out the moft compendious 
Ways to be miferable, they deal much in 
broken Sentences, and (hort Apothegms, in* 
timating the Vanity of Life, the Lubricity of 
human Aflairs, the Ridiculoufnefs of every 
thing in the World, and feveral other impor- 
tant Difcoveriesof theiame namre, all equal- 
ly ufeful to prevent any laudable or rational 
Purfiiits, and to make Being itfelf comfortlefe 
and burdenfbm. And upon thefe hopeful 
Foundations are commonly railed all thole 
unaccountable Reveries^ and extravagant 
DiftreiTes which make their ^pearance among 
Mankind under the appellation of the Spleen. 

Whatever may be the accidental, or 
more immediate Caaks of this faibionable Di- 
ftemper ; whether uneaiy Refledions on Dif^ 
appointments in Love or Bufinefs^ an over^ 
cfclicatc Conftitution Qf Body ; an Efheme- 
ridical Difpofition either in the Head^ or 
the Feet^ to prognofticate foul Weather^ or 
Eajierly Winds : Whether, I fay, th^ pt 

any 
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any of theic may concur as Signs, or Caufes 
in this matter ; yet I am perfectly convinced^ 
that in mod People it owes its Original to 
nothing but downright Idlenefs. 

B Y Idlenefs I do not only mean SKre Saun^ 
teringj or doing of nothing, hot doing nothing 
to the purpc^. According to which account, 
I believe it will be foand that there are a great 
many more idle People in the World than is 
comntonly apprehended ; and that a great deal 
of that which pafTes now-a-days under the 
name of Bujme/s^, is nothing at the bottom 
but a refined Species of Lazinefs. 

CertainI am» that Labour and Induftry 
never were in lower eftimation than at pre- 
&nt. All our polite People man;^e their Bo- 
dies as if they thoi^ht them of no other ufe 
but to be fi)ewn^ and kept in Re fair ; a&d 
coniequently the greateft Fatigues they ex* 
pofe .them to are paying of Vifits^ and taking 
Thyjick. For tho there are fome who abound 
more in the Animal Life, yet I would not be 
io unjuft as to reckon them any pare of the 
polite World, however they may agree with 
^ic in fome Circumftances. But be 'that as it 
will, it is very evident, that among all thofe 
who either are, or zSt(k to be thought Per* 
ions of Fafliion and Diftindion, every thing 
of Work and bodily Labour is brought under 
a general Difrepute, as unbecoming an eafy 
Fortune, and a liberal Education* 

One obvious ill Confequence hereof with 
regard to the Perfons themfelves, is the mtf- 

chievons 
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chievous Habits by this means introduced^ 
For Idlenefs in Perfons of a plentiful Fortune 
mud either end in Debauchery and Luxury, 
or in Liftleflhefs and Inappetency to the 
Comforts and Enjoyments of Life ; either of 
which is as full and fhort a Deicription of 
Miiery, as a (bund Mind in a found Body is 
of Happinefs. The Failing of T>e/ire^ which, 
Solomon reprefents as one of the greatefl Af- 
flidions of old Age, is very often the Atten- 
dant of the Rich and the Idle ; and this pro- 
ceeds from* their not enuring themielves to a 
little Toil and Abflinence, by means of 
which the Returns of Eafe and Abundance 
would come to them with a greater gufl and re* 
lifh. For in the prefent State of human Na- 
ture our greatefl Pleafures grow either four, 
orinfipid on our hands, unlefs we taflethem 
with moderation and frequent intermiflions. 
Light itfelf. the firfl Creature of G O D, and 
the greatefl of all fenfual Enjoyments, which 
\% the fame to the Eyes that Truth is to the 
Underftandiug, would grow grievous to us, 
if we were not fo often relieved from it by the 
agreeable Viciflitudes of Darknefs. And much 
more will this hold of Pleafures, which are not , 
only of an inferior kind, but founded more upon 
Art and Cuftom, than Ncceffity or Nature. 

I KNOW it will be urged, that intelledual . 
Improvements, and the S^udy of carious and 
ufeful Arts, are a proper bufinefs for the Great 
and the Rich, and conf cquently entitle them 
to an Exemption from every thing which re- 
quires 
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requires corporeal Labour and Induftry. Nor 
can- it be denied, that Gentlemen are obliged 
beyond others to become accomplifiied in 
Things of this fort ; an Acquaintance with 
Letters and Laws beii^ abfolutely neceflary to 
render them uleful to thdr Country, in propor- 
tion to the Intereft they pofTefs in it. But 
iliJl I infifl:, that they ought not to engage in 
Study with the iame Severity and Intention 
that thoie who live by any of the Learned 
Proftfiions are obliged to. In this lafl cafe 
there is no ill Example given to the common 
People, who never reckon a iedentary Life 
an idle one, when it is the Means of Subfi- 
flence. But it touches them to the quick, 
when they fee a Man indolent by way of 
fiDJoymeot. They then b^in to figh after 
the imagined Soitnefs and Eafe of that kind of 
hift^ grow tired of their own laborious Bufi- 
ne(s, and &11 in love with Learning and Re* 
tirement. And how pernicious to the Pid>lick 
iiich a Humour would be, fhould it once come 
to be imiverraly I need not mentioni nor how 
ridiculous and contemptible a Figure a Nation 
compofed intirely of Literati and Thilojb- 
fhers would make among its Neighbours. 

I T has been held a piece of very ufefiil Po- 
licy among great Commanders, both in anti- 
ent and later Days, to encourage their Men 
in any laborious or difficult Enterprizes, iuch 
as dicing of Trenches, raifing of Works^ and 
the like, by beginning themfelves^ and car- 
rying off the fim Load of Earth/ or laying 

Vol. II. Q^ the 
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the firfl: Stone in their own Perfbns. Some-* 
thing of this is ftiil retained in our Cuftom of 
having the Foundation of^any confiderablc 
Building laid by fome Perfon of Difl:ind:ion 
and Eminence. And if I were dilpofed to 
Ihew my Reading, I might on this occa- 
fion mention chat Law among the Maho* 
metans, by which every Man is obhged to 
learn and profefs fome Handicraft Employ- 
ment ; which is {o ipviolably obfcrved by 
them, that even the Ottoman Emperors arc 
not exempted from it, of which we. meet 
with many Inftances in their Hiftories. Mr. 
Locke, in his excellent Treatife of Educa^ 
tion, is of opinion, that «very Gentleman 
ought not only to know, but pradife fomc- 
thing of the Mechanics. And indeed the 
Realbn hereof feems to hold much ftrongcr 
in Men of plentiful Fortunes, than in iiicb as 
are otherwiie, in order to divert that languor 
iand Uneafmefs which generally flicks to flu* 
dious and Contemplative Minds, and arifes 
from their faUing too much into Notions and • 
Schemes of general Happinefs or Unhappinds 
in Life, and by that means growing latiated 
of the World and every thing in it. Whereas 
Men who employ themlelves in fome particq- 
iar Bufinefs, which exercifes the Body without 
much application of Mind, are very rarely 
troubled with any fuch Diieafes ; which, bow- 
ever we may impute them to bad Air, or 
other external Caules, are in reality owing to 
our Lazineis and Indolence, as is vifible in 

Holland^ , 
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iiollandy where tho idle Strangers who tra- 
vel thither out of Curiofity, complain of the 
Vapours very often, yet the induftrious In- 
habitants were never yet refined enough to 
&el any thing of that modifli Diforder ; at 
leaft if we will believe Sir William Temple^ 
whole Obfer various on thofe Provinces arc 
allowed by every body to be as authentick, 
as they are curious and entertaining. 

I A M the warmer on this Sd>jed:, becaufe ' 
I have obferved the Humour oi polite Idlenefs 
to belpreading very faft into the Territdries of 
Trade and Commerce, and am much afraid left 
it fliould defcend to our Forges and Work-ffaops. 
Since the conclufion of the late Wars, Thilo/o- 
J>hy and Poetry have fiicceeded in the place of 
Politicks ^ and made miany Charadlers full as 
ridiculous as the Vpholfierer in the Tatler^ I 
know a Bevy of Spinjiers ycxy far gone in the 
Laws of the Urama^ and another who are no 
fmall Proficients in the Mathematicks. I 
have feen the Lord Shaftesbttrfs Works on a 
Shopkeeper's Counter, and hear him every day 
quoted by Perlbns, whofe Budneis it neither 
is to underftand him, nor have they the pro* 
per Means of doing it ; and who when they 
have got a little finattering of himy for the 
moft part employ it to very ill purpofcs. If 
things go on according to this comfortable 'Be- 
ginning, we may hope in a fhort time to fee 
our tVe avers commence Syftematical jD/V 
vines^ and hear our Cobbrs capping Verfes 
in every Stall. 

a2 I 
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1 KNOW DO manner of ufe our comixion 
Xradefinen have for any higher kind of Learn- 
ing than reading and writing Engltjhy and 
calling up Accounts: and where any of 
them go mrther, it proceeds generally from 
a mixture oi Lazinefs 9xxA Ambition ; which 
diyerting them from their own proper Bufi^ 
0efs4 very often: proves deftrudive to their 
Families, and highly prejudicial to Society in 
general. And as the moft effedual Remedy^ 
for this would be to tender Labour^ and me«- 
chanic Arts reputable^ which can never be 
i]oiic while the better fort of People decline 
altogether putting a hand to them ; I think it 
would be a high Strain both of Wifdom and 
Goodneis in Men of eafy and plentiful For<- 
tunes, to ihew their Inferiors now and then a 
good Example this way» as far as may be 
confilbent with the Duties arifing otit of their 
own Station and Circumftance^ of Life. 

A s for our ^Phihfiphers in "Petticoats^ I 
would fain know, whether the Cares of a Fa« 
mily, conjugal Affediion, and maternal Ten* 
dernefs, will not a(7brd a fiifficient Employ «» 
ment for any one Woman ; ot whether they 
will readily become more virtuous by exerci* 
iing of theie, or by devoting their whole time 
to the Study of moral Entities, the Nature of 
Obligations, and the reft of that Strain, whidh 
has fo often perplexed Mens Heads with airy 
Notions of Virtue, but very leldom, ifever^ 
warmed their Hearts with the Love of it* I 
am confident there are fevcral pretty little 

Occupa- 
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Occupations much more becoming their Sex^ 
and leis apt to give them the Vapours, than 
eithcxThihJbphy^ Tolitks, oiToetry. And 
therefore I would humbly recommend to 
them a wife Inftitution of Mango Copac^ the 
Founder of the Peruvian Empire, who cfta- 
bliihed it as a fundamental Law, that all Peo- 
ple (hould. work who were able ; by wh|ch 
means it became fafliionable for the Ladies 
among them, whenever they went to fee their 
Neighoours, to carry their Work along with 
them^ which they followed ail the time the 
Vifit laded, unlefs when the Vifit was paid to 
ibme Lady of very great Quality, in which 
cafe they laid their own Work afide, and by 
way of Compliment affifled her. If fucfa a 
Refinement were introduced among us, I am 
periiiaded At would in great meafiirc prevent 
that uncpnfcionable Wade of Tea and Scan- 
dal which the World at preient fo loudly com- 
plains of ; and not a whit lefTen that con- 
quering Power which the Fair Sex fo juftly 
boads as its Prerogative. For if I am not 
much midaken, mod Men had much rather 
choofe a Wife who underdands ^Iain-work 
than "Thilofophy, prefer a Shirt of her making 
to a Toem of her compofing, and be much bet^ 
ter pleafed to fee her take up handfomely a 
fallen Stitch in a Stocking, than inveftigate 
the mod abdrufe Theorem in Algebra. 

I hope none of your Readers will midake 
me fb much, as to in^agine I am an Enemy to 
l^earning, 2(nd would diCuade Men from the 

0.3 
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Study of it. No, I am fenfible, that with- 
out it no State can be happy or flourifliing. 
But at the fame time^ I would not have it 
puriiied, to the hindrance of thofe other Arts 
which are ncceflary to the very being of 
Mankind, as well as the beautifying of Socie- 
ty. It is againft the exceflive and uoiverfal 
Indolence of Body, which may be introdu- 
ced under pretence of improving and adorn- 
ing the Mind, and againft that only 9 that I 
combat. For fmce we carry about us Bodies, 
as well as Souls, and are Creatures formed 
for Action as well as Thinking ; it is certain, 
we ought not to gratify on? part of our 
Charge at the expence of the other, and 
may become criminal as much by a Mental 
Luxury, as ^by an over-indulgence of the ^ni* 
mal in us. 

I aWj SIR, 

Tour very humble Servant^ 

PUBLICOLrA. 




N0.81. 


HiBERNicus'i XjCtters. 231 



N ^ 8 1 . Saturday, OBober i'^, 1726. 
To the A u T H o R of the T>ublin Journal. 

yam ftragis acervis 



SDeficiunt campiy video fer den fa volant em 
jigmina duSorem Lihyd^^ currufque citatos . 
Arma virum fuper^ at que arms ^figna trahentem 

yam rident arva S i l. I t a l. 

SIR, 

T is an Obfervation I have fome- 
where met with, That whoever 
has been much converfant among 
the old Books^ will be a little 
hard to pleafe among the new. 
We Moderns are not very fond of giving 
our aflent to any thing which may derogate 
in the leaft from our own Worth and Ex- 
cellency ; and therefore I (hall be very ten- 
der of infinuating, as fome uncautious Per- 
fbns have done, the Preference of the An- 
dents to us, that being a Point which might 
give offence to a much greater number of 
Writers than Antiquity can boaft of. Yet I 
think, I may venture to affirm, that the 
Antients may now and then prove no in- 
ccnfiderable Helps to a modern Writer ; and 
that we havcTiad very few eminent modern 

0^4 Writers^ 
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Writers, who had not Ibmc little acquaint- 
ance with the Antient^. 

S o far, I believe, will be aliow'd me with* 
out much difficulty. But iliould one preiiune 
to go a little farther, and affert the Antients 
to have excelled the Moderns in the Art and 
Delicacy of Compofition, Propriety of Style, 
and Beauty of Expreflion, he muft exped: 
to be very (everely humbled for his Raflmels. 
Yet unlefs Ibmething of this be true, it is 
pretty hard to conceive how the Writings 
which have been handed down to us frocp 
Antiquity, haive come to be the Wonder and 
Delight of (b many fucceieding Ages, ancl 
been by the bed Judges looked on as the 
moil perfed: Models of juft and elegant 
Writing. 

Our Neighbours, the French^ whom wc 
leem to acknowledge as the politeft of the 
modern Nations, other wife we ad: very in- 
confidently in fo fervilely imitating fome of 
the worft of their Cuftoms, take all oppor* 
tunities of fhewing their Reverence for the 
Antients, and making the Knowlec^e of 
them extenfive. For this purpofe, as well 
as to enrich their own Language with ufefiil 
Books, they have laboured ineeflantly in 
tranflating the Claflics, both Greek and Lom 
tin, which have at any time received the 
Sandibn of the Commonwealth of Letters 
By this means they have in a . manner natu- 
ralized the Wit and good Senfe of all kvA^ 
quity, and made it io much their owo^ that 

fvcn 
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even thoie among them who are ignorant of 
the learned Languages, may yet in ibme mea* 
fare become Mailers of thofe excellent Per* 
formances which have been compoied in 
them. 

Besides this obvious Advantage of tran- 
flaring the Antients, there is yet another no 
ieis confiderable, tbo not ib frequently re- 
garded. A good Tranflation is oftentimes 
the trueft Comment upon an Author, and the 
bed Help to the thorow underflanding of 
him. Every one who has the leafl acquaint* 
aQce with the Antients^ muft be ienfible what 
Dtificulties attend the Study of theito, and 
liow thorny the Paflage oftentimes is to their 
meanings It is therefore an Office of Hu- 
manity^ in fiich as have fuitable Abilities^ to 
remove the Difficulties^ and render the A- 
venues more eaiy to a Field of k much De* 
light and Inflfuoioa And tho I would be 
fdx from depreciating the Labours of thofe 
Gentlemen who have ^piied themfelves, in 
a way of Criticifm, to unravel the Doubts^ 
and explain the obfcure Paflages of the an- 
tient Authors ; yet I cannot help thinking 
a judicious Tranflation to be much more ier- 
viceabk for that purpoie. The critical Com- 
mentator iele^s only certain Places which 
have appeared difficult to himielf, or to thofe 
Xfkh whom he has converted ; and having 
cleared them, pafles by all the reO; as plain 
and esifyj which yet may prove as perplex- 
i|Sg to ptbers, 98 thofe upon which he em- 
"^ " ployed 
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ployed his greatcft Care and Diligence. A 
Tranflation, on the other hand, is a perpe- 
tual Comment ; which taking in the Icfs as 
well as the more difficult Paflages, leaves 
nothing untouched that can give the lead 
obftruition or uneafineft to the mod raw 
and qnprepared Reader ; and helps him 
forward, without that languifhing drudgery 
one generally undergoes in the perufal of 
critical Interpretations. 

Our Language, tho it boafts not of (iich 
numerous Tranflations zs the French^ yet 
has furnifhed a great many excellent ones. 
We read the Iliads the Mneld^ and particu- 
larly the ^harfalia^ in our own Language, 
with little lels pleafure thati in the Originals. 
I might mention a great many other worthy 
Performances of the lame nature, which do 
honour to our Tongue, and probably will 
lad as long as it pontinues to be fpoken. 
The Mine however is not yet cxhaulled ; 
and there ftill remain many noble Works of 
Antiquity to be made free of our Language. 
The Author from whom I have taken the 
Motto of this Paper, is none of the leaft 
confiderable of thofe on whom this Diftinc- 
tion has not been hitherto conferred. His 
Work, b^fides the Charadter of its Author, 
who was a Perfon of the highefl; Quality in 
Rome, and had been thrice honoured with 
the Dignity of Conftil, comes recommended 
to us by the Dignity and Grandure of its 
Subjed, as well as thole Beauties it boajfts 


as. 
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as a Poem. It coDtains an Account of one 
of the greatefl: and moft remarkable Trani^ 
adioDS to be met with in Hiftory, the hum* 
bling of Carthage by the Roman Arms in 
the Tecond Tunic War. And this is repre- 
fented with inch Pomp and Beauty of De- 
fcription, and fo much El^ance of Style, 
and Harmony of Numbers, as very few of 
the moil admired among the Latin Poets 
have been able to equ^l. ^ /.^ 

I A M glad I can fcticiitfrfff my dountry on 
the hopes we have oF feeing this excellent 
Performance very ipeedily tranflated into 
Englijh^ by an ingenious young Gentleman 
of our own Nation. Propofals for that end, 
I am informed, will be given out in a ihorc 
time. The Charadter I have taken upon me 
will not iii^r me to omit recommending to 
my Readers the Encouragement of a Work, 
which if it fucceeds, may refled fb much 
Honour on our Country, I chufe to con- 
ceal the Name of the Gentleman at prefent, 
till he thinks fit to appear in his own Pro« 
jed. However it is out reafonable, that 
the World ihould fee what they are to hope 
and exped from him in this matter ; for 
which tieafon I fubmit the following little 
Poem by the fame Hand to the Judgment of 
my Readers, defiring them at the lame time 
not to draw too near a Compariibn betwixt 
a Piece of a carelefs and familiar Turn, and 
a Work which will employ his utmofl: Care 
and Diligence, and af{brd him much greater 

room 
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room for the exercife both of Imaginatioii 
and Judgment. 

/ am, SIR, Tourr^ 8cc. 

HiBERNICUSt 


To T M of Stafordjhire Eiq; oa 

two celebrated Pieces of his Painting, viz. 
a Battle of Alexander y and a Laadskip. 

Forgive the Mufes, proud t' iUude ymr Time, 
Andprefs the f oft impertinence of Rhyme : 
Accept a Praife that f corns the venai part. 
Nor pri^itutes to yours the Sifter Art ■ — 
But with much Zeal 'tis fatal to commend ; 
I6w hard to praife^ and to preferve the Friend ? 

/ 

BLEST* Youth ! To whom the geurous Arts ar^ 
Whofingly feem unconfcious of your own : (known. 
To whom renewed exhaufled Ages roB, 
While aU th* illufirious Dczd enlarge your Soul: 
To whom fair lt3Lly unlocked her Store, 
And fpread the Treafures of the Claific Shore ; 
AU that famd Rapha^el drew, or Maro taught. 
The woiuTrous Pencil, and the Poet*s Thmght j 
The learn d Infcripticn, fanEiifyd in Rufi ; 
The breathing Cam)as, and Corinchian Bufi ; 
The venerable Urn, the little Lar, 
Preferv^d thro* Timers wild fVafle^ and Gothic War; 
The valud Manufcript, the fainted Bone, 
InftruBive Medal, and hifioric Stone ; 
Great Appius* lV(^k, thro' Ages mUmpai/d ; 
And Obelisks to gradual Wonder reared ; 
Vafi Catacombs, conceaVd in Earth, to vie 
With Amphitheatres,, that mate the Sky y 
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Safi Venus* Smk in duElik Martlejbwn, 
And Cscfar'/ i^oww, that ^wes the World in Stone i 
T^e Monumntd^rcb, the Parian Dome ; 
Majefiick Ruins of Imperial Rome ! 

HO JVJball the Mufe four bafpy Lahurs bail. 
Where Words to raife the fair Idea fail ? 
Let your own ffeaking Paint your Praifes fiov). 
Tour Knowledge in Poetick Colours glow ! . 

7*0 delicate^ you check my friendly Ftres^ 
And awe the Fancy that your Worth infpires. 
My Strength unequal to the Task I know ; 
Cold damps the Thought y loi^uid the Numbers fiow* 
The fleeting Image cheats my laboring Mind, 
And feehlyjhffws wk^ boldly was defigrid. . 
As when the fir ft faint Urns yom Canvas flainy 
And Nature flruggles thro* the Piece in vain ; 
From the rude Strokes imperfeBly we trace 
Tie mimick Life, sketched oer the future Face. 

SEEh Tin^rolls backward, with his Pinions bounds 

And Fate obfequioas clewues the teeming Ground : 

The Grave gives uf its Deady revivdthey ftand^ 

A new Creation from thy fmning Hand ! 

ConfliSling Chiefs in artfal Fight er^age. 

And wondering Nature feels fiSiitious Rage : 

There ^midft plumed Warriors, fiain^d with honefl Bloody 

Toung Ammon plunges in the Graaic Flood f 

Here like a Regent Angel in his Star, 

The Perfiao drives his Diamond-glowing Car ! 

Lo! where aloft tJje foamy Courfers rear 

In aSi to neigh, and paw the faf'rit^ Air ! 

The purpled Waters we behold below, 

AmaTjd to find the Stream forget to fl^w ; ; 

Thro* Groups of Men jufl Attitudes we fpy. 

And each comraHed Figure chains the Eye : ^ 

Vary d 
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Varfd Delight the lively Pafjions yield ; 

Fear, Hope, and Terror fluctuate thro^ the Field. 

Here the compared Phalanx iraves t(^e Flood, 

While glittring Spears projeEl a waving IVood- 

The Rujh ofViElors now the Fight confounds , 

Tlje Battle thunders with Ideal Sounds ! 

Here a ftern Hero meditates a Foe, 

From the raised Arm we wait the coming Blow : 

The writhing Wretch rolls his befeeahing Eyes, . 

Shrinks from the Javlin, almofi groans y and dies. 

There fnorting Steeds o'er profirate Riders. hound; 

Swords, Helmets, Umbsy Tinrds Jhrow the. Ground.-^ 

<• ■ *• 
NOW change the Horror of the dreadful Scene, 
Lo, fmiling Meads appear in vivid Green ! 
Irregularly fair, tW elafiic Trees ^ 
Bend to the Eye, and fan the ftreaming Breeze : 
There your blue iEther emulates the Skyy 
Clouds behind Cjouds the feeming Plain bely ; 
An aged Oak here, venerably bare. 
Tugs the ft rain d Root, and ponderous ft oops in Air : 
Jto / there a lonely Goat, in ftfaggy port, ' 
Tops theJhrubU Rock — Beneath the Lambkins fport ! 
Amidft'his horn d Seraglio flands revered. 
In fullen State,, the Monarch of the Herd : 
Curled is his Front, his Dewlaps ft)ake an awe. 
His Glare of Eye o^er the wide Plain gives law 9 
I as^d my cheated fight, can Life do more ? 
I look for Motion, and expeEi his Roar.' 
Adown a ruin d Ivy-circled Wall, 
See ! a Spring feigns to gurgle in its fall : 
And near behold a Love^fick Swain redind ; 
Behold ! and lo, the Face explains the Mind ; 
Defpair makes pale his Cheeky Dejires inflame. 
And changeful Looks purfue the flying Dame. 
She trips the Lawn with a malignant pace,. 
And all the Woman tinSiurd in her Face i 


Her 
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Her Face ! that Jhvws her Virtue kept thro'' fpite. 
As Love coudpleafe'-^'^but Jilting give ddight* 
Her length of Hair flows toofe in wanton Pride ; 
Her Breafls now feem to heavcy and now fubfide : 
My Eyes drink in each Hemifphere of Snow, 
And die upon the laEleal Vale below 

BUT thark her SiJijainP-^-^Pa^on from Pofiure 
And the Souths War in blended Colours glows. (grows f 

IVITH lolling Tongue y and quick officious Eye, 
His faithful Spaniel pants, conjid'ring by, 



N^ 82. Saturday^ October 22, 1725. 


To HiBERNlCUS. 

Studio jaBabat inani. V i R G i L. 

S I li, 

FRIEND, with whom I was 
foxne time ago, told me, that as 
foon as you had publiflied my 
two Letters you intended to 
confiite them, by turning the 
Tables upon me, and undertaking to {hew, 
that notwithjianding my Name, and Tre- 
tenet to be of the Irrational Kindj no one 
could find out fuck Arguments to proixe that 
moft Men home no Souls^ unlefs, he were 
endued with one himfelf. This is what is 

' called 
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called ia the Schools Argumentum ad homi^ 
nem, which tho looked on by fome as a 
very formidable Weapon, yet I could very 
eafily evade its force, and make it fall hea- 
vy on my Antagonift. However, as the 
Rumoor proved an Obftacle to the Afliftadce 
I had promifed you, 1 am dad to find it al- 
together Me and groundle^, and verily be* 
lieve it has been invented, and induflrioqfly 
prop^ated by fbme malicious and evil*dii- 
poled Perfons^ of the Rational Kind^ in or- 
der to create a Mifunderjianding between us, 
or rather to impofe an Vndet^anding upon 
11% to have the pleaiure of feeing it engage 
us in a Quarrel. 

I A M too ingenuous not to acknowledge, 
that the Scheme of Writing I advifed you to 

J>ur(ue muft be attended with its Difficulties, 
ince you have conftantly followed a con« 
trary one ; and that if Men would endea- 
vour to get Souls ^ and make uTe of them, 
the old'beaten Roadj as I have called it, 
would be eafier than^ the new one. I do 
farther confels, with much ihame and trou- 
ble, that about twenty years ago, when I 
was raw and unexperienced in the World, I 
was filly enough to think as you do, and 
£mfied I could more readily fhew the £x« 
cellency of Virtue, and the Beauty of that 
Harmony and Order on which all moral 
Duties are founded, than demonflrate the 
Happinefs of wanting Reafon, and ad:ing 
comequently. But this might proceed from 

Pre* 
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Prejudice, or thofe Chains of Images that 
were faftned in my Brain during my Youth, 
For 1 received the greateft part of my Edu- 
cation from Rationaltfts^ who did all in 
their power to corrupt me, by perpetually 
advifing me to think^ to reafon^ to reflect. 
and {o forth. My Vanity afterwards con- 
firmed me in the practice of. thefe ridiculous 
Precepts ; and the defire of treading in other 
Paths than the Vulgar, fo intircly fubducd 
me, that it was with the utmofl difficulty 
I ever ihook off its Dominion. 

When any Art or Science is intended to 
be acquired^ the firll thing generally done is 
carefully to perafe, and attend to the Au- 
thors who have treated of it. Therefore 
mofl: of the Tracfts of our modern Free* 
Thinkers may be confulted by you for Pre- 
cepts and Initances how to apply them. But 
among the very many that have of late years 
been publiihed for the fious Entertainment 
of the World, and the univerfal Improve-' 
ment of Mankind, I know none more fuita* 
ble for your purpoie than that I mentioned 
in my *nr{l Letter, the incomparable Fable 
of the Bees. I muft therefore recommend 
this extraordinary Book to your better Con* 
iideration^ and defire you to (ludy his Ar- * 
guments and Style ; fw in thefe two parti- 
culars chiefly confifts the Artifice and My- 
fiery of that manner of writing I would 
have you to imitate. 
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And firft, as to the arguing part, if you 
can but refolve to make that worthy Author 
your Model, you will foon find that a little 
Pradice and Exercife will be fufficient to 
farmount all Obftacles. You need not take 
the trouble of confuting in due form the 
Arguments of any Adverfary, but let them 
ftand untouched ; and only objecSl to the 
Conclufion, by fome pretty turn of Wit, or 
far-fetch'd Reafons deduced from Principles 
quite foreign to the Matter in queftibn. For 
inftance, my Lord Shaftesbury has laid. 
That as Man is made for Society, he is 
born with a kind Afledtion for the Whole 
of which he is a Part, and a propenfity to 
leek the Welfare of it/ In purfuance of 
thiSj he calls * every Action performed ^ith 
a regard to the publick Good, Virtmus ; 
and all Selfijhnefs^ wholly excluding fuch 
Regard, Vic el In re(pe<9: to our Species 
he looks upon * Virtue and Vice as perma- 
nent Realities, which muft ever be the lame 
in all Countries and all Ages ;' and adds, 
that a Man of found Underftandiog, by 
following the Rules of good Senfe, may 
eafily find put the Tnlchrum and Hone- 
ftum in Morality* and govern himlelf by 
his Realbn.' How does the woodrotis 
Fabnllji anfwer this ! ^ The next day afttt 
I read all this, fays he, I heard abundance 
of People cry Fre/h Herrings, which, with 
the Refledions on the vaft Shoals of that, 
[ and other Fifh that are caught together, 
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made me very merry^ tho I was alone : 
boc as I was entertaining myielf with this 
Contemplation, oame in an. idle imperti- 
nent Feiiow, whom I bad the misfortune 
to be kboWn by, and ask'd me how I dkl^ 
cho I was^ and dare fiiy looked as healthy 
and aswcU a& ever I was or did in my Life. 
What I anfwer'd him I forget, but remein- 
ber I could not get rid of him in a good 
while, and ifelt ail the Ut)ea(ine(s my Friend 
Horace complained oi from a Periecutioti 
of -the like nature/ Hcr^ is Arguing and 
Logtck fbc you { Cam iny thing be more 
convincing than this miraiuims w^ of Ra- 
ttocinattoti ? which, befides its other Beau- 
ties, will give you this evident Advantage 
in diiputing, that it is a tboufand to one & 
Kationalift will not have a word to reply: 
(b that you will infallibly remain Mailer of 
the Field, and be extolled for your Victory 
by all thoie that have no Souls. 

Beforb I (peak of Style, give me leave 
to expoftulate with you for your Animad- 
verfions on the Writings of fome trench 
Authors, in ode of your late Papers. You^ 
have taxed thofe Gentlemen with being too' 
lavijh of their infignificant Tattle^ gay Im- 
pertinences^ and infifid Compliments, witl>- 
out nny thing elfe to recommend them but a 
little "DeiiciKy of Turn^ and an empty 
Tolitenefi of Expreffion. Now the chief 
thing you will want to perfed: your Style, 
is juft this Emptinefs of Expreffion. You 
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muft acquire the Art of faying nothing In 
an agreeable and ingenious manner, and of 
employing great and pompous Phraies with* 
out any meaning at all. Several Inflances of 
this will occur to you in the Author I have 
. propofcd for your Imitation. For what can 
be more elegant, and at the fame time more 
moving, than his Story of the barbarous and 
bloody Murder of the large and gentle Bul^ 
lock ? What more ingenious and agreeable 
than his Comparilbn of Human Society to a 
Bowl of Tunch ? Or w;here will you meet 
a finer Contrafi than there is between the 
Defcription of bis dijlrefed Bullock j and the 
tender helflefs Infant torn to pieces by a 
ravening Sow^ ^^g^j^g with her filthy Snout 
in the yet livingEntrails ? How artfully 
are theie two dreadful Scenes fet out, to 
Icrve the different Purpofes of our. Author ; 
the one to excite our abhorrence of the cruel 
and inhumane Ufage we give our Brother 
Brutes^ and the other to demonflrate the 
Affedion of Tity to be a mere Animal Bufi- 
nefs, owing to nothing but i\\tWeaknefs and 
Infirmity of our Nature ? Who can with- 
lland that victorious Eloquence^ that can 
thus fet forth in fuch lively Colours either the 
Barbarity and Injuftice of killing Cattky or 
the Folly and ^nreafonablenefi of b^ing 
difturbedzi the Slaughter of an Infant ? 

If you can but make yourfclf Mafler of 
this Nimblenefs of Styky as I may call it, 
you will foon be ranked among the firil Clais 

of 
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of fine Writers. It is impoflible to defcribe 
all the Advantages atcending this admirable 
Art. You*ll be amazed, when I bring you 
acquainted with one of its happy Effedis, 
which cannbt be found eUewhere in the 
whole Syftem of Nature, and really at firft 
looks like a Contradidtion, tho in fadt no- 
thing can be more true. By means of this 
Art you can fill uf a Vacuum by another 
Vacuum^ the Vacuum of a Book or Conver- 
fatlon by the Vacuum of Words. This, tho 
a ieeming Paradox, is as demoDllrable from 
Experience as any of the Propofitions in 
Natural Philolbphy now, under the Confide- 
ration of our Virtuofi at the College ; and, 
in iny opinion, undermines all the Princi- 
ples^of Phyfics, blows up thofe primitive 
Truths which the Philofophers fondly boaft 
as the firm Bads of their Arguments, and 
compels their haughty and prelumptuous 
Realou to go and hide for ihame. 

Since 1 have borrowed from Natural Phi- 
loibphy an Inftance of the good E^d:s of 
this new way of writing, I fhall carry the 
hint a little farther, and take from the fame 
Science another Method of having Wit e- 
nough to be as lavifh of it as you pleafe ; 
and this confifts in the Art oi rarefying your 
Thoughts. You are, I prefume, fo well 
skill'd in the modern Phyfics, as to appre- 
hend at; firft fight the Significance and great 
Importance of this Advice ; but perhaps it 
may be necefifary for fome Readers to ejcplaiu 
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jr. The Jl/r has a, certain Pro|;>ercy called its 
Ekfticity, or Springs by means of which 
each Particlq oi it may be bent oo it{elf» 
and any Qaancity of it be confined within a 
lefler fpace, according to the degree of Force 
wherewith it is comprefTed, which is calUd 
a, Condenfatian of the Air. When oa iho 
other hand, the comprefling Force is dim^ 
piihed, the Springs unbend, and the Ait »« 
pands itfelf ; and taking up greater room, 
becomes what is called rarefied. Every one 
will now underfland, that to condenfe Thoughts 
is lofqueeze a great number of them into few 
words J as on the contrary, to rarefy thew 
is to Jpread them ib that a fmall Number 
(hali take qp much room, and employ many 
Words, The firft of tbefe Method? is fol^ 
lowed by the Mathematicians ; the other is 
in great vogue awiong Toets^ the Authors of 
Navels ^jx^ Romances, fome modern Uifio^ 
riansy many Treachers^ and moft of your 
French Letter-JVriters : m \ word, among 
all thofe who let up for a fertile Wit, and 
lively ImaginatioD. I do not think 6.t to 
fay any thing to the Mathematicians and o- 
ther Rationalifts ; they are a parcel of pro- 
digal Fellows, who vainly fanfy they Ihall 
always have Thoughts enoi^h in (lore, tho 
it often happens they fpend their whole Stock 
in their firft Volume. As for your IVits and 
pretty WriterSj^ they know better things ; 
and by their wife and prudent management 
^i Refetitions, their nice Colle(2ion of J>. 
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mnyms, their judicious and liberal ufe of E- 
j^iibe$s^ they fo cunningly order masters, 
that in two Pages you ihall Ibmetimes hardly 
find one Thought. In this confifts the won- 
derful Art of RarefaBiouy the excellent Car-" 
tefian Materia Jkhtilis^ fo neqeflary to fill 
up the Newtonian Vacuum^ and id eflen- 
tially ufeful to fFeekly Writers. 
, I Have now. Sir, not only revealed to 
you my Theory of the generality of Men, 
but alio diiclofed the Method of becoming 
agreeable and entertaining to them. I am 
too much a Friend to Mankind, to keep fiich 
an important Secret any . longer from one. 
who has fuch frequent Opportunities of con- 
verfing with them^ and of improving it to the 
advantage of the Age. You may purine as 
ibon as you pleaie this hew way, and be ai^ 
for'd that the Succefs will exceed your ex- 
pedation. The Ceniure of the fmall num- 
ber of Rationaliils now in the World ought 
]}0t to deter you ; for, as I have iaid before, 
their Complaints will in .a little time be lofl; 
in the loud Applaufes of your Difciples and 
Admirers, whofe Minds are too well difposM 
before-hand ever to iuffer you ihould unaergo 
any Uneaiinefs or Reproach, for juftifying 
their Notions of things, and thofe Adions 
which are the neceflary Cohfequences of them. 
O N B of our moil celebrated Poets had the 
misfortune of being fent from the double 
Mount IQ Bedlam^ a Journey too natural to 
occafion any, fiirprize. A Gentlemaq, who 
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knew him, and who was examining the dif- 
ferent kinds of Folly of thole who were de» 
tain'd there, was ftrangely furpriz'd when he 
(aw his Friend, ^ear Mr.LcCy faid he, whaf 
unhappy Fate has brought you Into this mir 
ferahle place ? fVho can help it ? anfwer'd 
the Poet, the Fools have had the better of 
me^ and confined me here. Poor Nat. Lee 
was not fo mad as People would have made 
him, if wc may judge by his Anfwer, or el/c 
he hsd very good Intervals in his Folly. Bat 
to ipeak ferioufly, I would not be underftood 
as if I meant that the Inhabitants i:^^ Bedlam 
were wifer than thofe who fend them there ; 
neither do I think their Brain to be always 
more difbrder'd than that 6f thofe who pais 
for reafonable. They are treated as Mad« 
men of an extraordinary kind, only becaufe 
their Folly luits not Cuftom and receiv'd 
Ufages ; it is too irregular to become a part 
of the general Folly of Mankind ; but withal 
its Source is exadly the fame, it proceeds 
from Vanity J or the bewitching Love of 
Chimeras ; and this may be truly look'd up- 
on as the main Foundation of moft Mens 
Happincfs. If the greateft number of thena 
were {o unfortunate as to be within the reach 
of Reafbn, they would (bon find that they 
draw their Happtnels from certain Nothim^s 
ingenioufly made ufe of ; the Nothing of the 
one is a little more taking, a little more ad- 
mir'd than the Nothing of the other : and in 
this cqnfifls almofl alfthe difference. 
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A Con Qju BROIL fwells id hisMifld the 
Idea of bis criminal Accbievemencs and fan- 
;uinary Vidtories ; tbe deh'ghtful Thougbt 
le entertains of the Admiration rais'd in o- 
thers, for the many Havocks and Devafla- 
tions he has been guilty of, is what confli* 
tutes his Happinefs. A Toet thinks bimfelf 
a tbouiand degrees above the poor ignorant 
Vulgar^ becaidfe be tortures his Brain to write 
in Verfe what others would eafily iay in 
Profe. Now pray is not their Imagination as 
much diforder'd as that of a Man who faniies 
his Beauty and Charms make him the Idol of 
the Fair Sex ; or of chat other who is become 
the Jame Suhfiance with his Clothes^ his £- 
qutpage^ his Wine^ or his Cook ? Thefe 
kinds of Folly, and many more I could name, 
have a great affinity with each other -, and 
who will deny but they conftitute the Hap» 
pinefs of a great number of Men ? 

Things being fo. have not you a large 
Field to range in ? We muft look upon Men 
as wile becaufe they are mad, and that their 
Madnefs is the fertile Source of their moll 
lively Plealures. No one can vie with them 
for Happinefs, unlefs perhaps it be a Man 
who is become perfedWy reafonable. As for 
thofe who are reafonable but by halves, I 
take them to be the moft unfortunate Crea* 
tures in this World ; they fire continually 
tolTed from Folly to Reafon, and from Rea- 
|bn to Folly ; they can neither enjoy the 
palm and ferene Satisfa(5tiQ0S of thp one, nor 
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the encbantiog ViHons and amufing Pageants 
of the other ; thefe two implacable Ene- 
mies are continually at war, and the Hearts 
of the wretched Mortals I am mentioning 
are the Scenes of their difmal and tormenting 
Conf}id:$. Mull we conclude from this, that 
Men ought to cultivate their Reafon, and 
carry it to the highcft degree of Perfedion 
they can poflibly attain ? I am far from gi-^ 
ving any iiich Advice : this Method would 
be too troubicfom, it would be juftly looked 
upon by moft People as a hard Labour, very 
tnconiiftent with their natural Sloth and In- 
dolence* Let them rather drive to eradicate 
wh^t fmall remains of Reafon they find them- 
fclves incumber'd with, and follow the Die* 
tates of Folly, which will lead them to that 
fort pf Happinefs they arc fondeft of, and by 
the way beu fuited to their DUpefitions and 
Inclinations 

/ amy SIR, nursy &c 

Isaac Alogist« 

T.S. If your Readers fliould judge that 
the Vacuum of this Letter is filFd up by a 
Vacuum of Words, or that it abounds with 
r^effd Thoughts^ I fliall efteem it a peculiar 
Excellence of my Performance ; the greateft 
Perfedion of an Author being to make bis 
Rules and Precepts become Inllanccs of the 
Art he intends to teach. 
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Indica iigris agii Pobida mmPigrHdepacem 
Perp^mam : fxvis inter fe c^mimit wp. 
AS^ hmnnijemm letbc^k incude nefdnda 
Produxijf? forum */?.— ^ J v v e n a l. 

SIR, 

AST Si^Mda}y beiog the AoQiver- 
fary of tbc happy Deliverance Qf 
this NatioQ ffom OQe of the moft 
cifuel apd barbarous Coofeiracies 
WQ r^ad of in Hiftory, I had the 
good fortune to bear a very excellent Ser- 
mon on the Occaiion in n>y own Pariih- 
Church. The Preacher/ inftead of amufing 
hii^lf, and enraging bis Audience with Re-> 
proacbes on the I^iving for Offepces commit^ 
ted a great many Years before they were 
bora, which is but too much the Prai^ice 
of your young Smarts in divinity, fet him- 
&\f with an honed and, generous Zeal to 
draw the only proper Inference from the 
$ubje<^, and to combat thole pernicious Prin* 
cipks A¥hicb have in(pired Men with Hatred 
and Aoimoiity on account of religious Difie* 
rencjss. This be did in a Manner truly affec* 
I ting. 
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ting, as well as convincing. For my own 
art, I was particularly touched with what 
e faid. The perfecuting Principle indeed I 
always detcfted, having been bred up in the 
mofl: profound Veneration for that Church 
\yho(e difttnguifhing Charaderiftick is Chari- 
Z)' J but upon this Occafion I felt fomething I 
had never before experienced, and was impref- 
fed with fuch a lively Senfe of the fatal Confc* 
quences of a narrow and bigotted Spirit inRe- 
ligion, as I hope I fliall be the better for to the 
lateft period of my Life. The Memory of the 
cruel Execution of the Day, the Devaftati- 
ons of Holy JVars and Holy Leagues:, and 
the Horrors of an Inquifition^ all rofe up 
in my Imagination at once, and confpired to 
fortify my Difdain of any Maxims which had 
the lead tendency to countenance fuch un- 
righteous and unfandified Pradices. 

It would puzzle a Man of good Nature^ 
and common Senfe, who was not acquainted 
with our World, and the Hiftory of Man- 
kind, to find out a Reafon why Men fliould 
be exafperated againfl: one another for think- 
ing differently concerning the Means of 
eternal Happinefs. He would be at a lofs to 
undcrftand the Propriety of breaking a Man's 
Head for having a wrong Turn in it ; he 
would never be able to conceive the Ufefiil- 
nefs of a Rack ior jir etching the Confcience \ 
nor perhaps fee any Connexion betwe;en T?e- 
valties and Tains ^ and the fFork of Convert- 
Jion, How then would he be furprized to 
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iee thde Methods not only purfued by a bafe 
and ignorant Rabble, but endeavoured to be 
juflified by Men of gxtox Gravity and Eru- 
dition .? Should he be Ihewn a New Tejia* 
ment^ and be told, that it was a Syftem of 
the Chriftian Law, what muft he think ^ of 
inftrading erroneous ^Tonfciences by Com- 
pulfion and Violence in a Religion, every 
where reprefented as fure and feaceable^ 
gentle and eajy to be entreated^ full of Mer^ 
cy and good Fruits^ and recommending Bro* 
therly Love and Charity as the higheft and 
moft excellent Virtues? And would it not 
probably excite his Mirth, as well as Indig- 
nation, to know, that there were number- 
lels Volumes of Interpretations of this Law, 
ihewing not only the Expediency, but even- 
the Neceffity of moderate Tenalties^ and 
whole fom Severities in Matters of Religion ; 
that thele worthy Performances appeared in 
all ihapes and (izes, down from the magnifi- 
cent Folio to a Form proper for compacting 
with the Hiftory of an Old fVotnan drown- 
ed upon RAT CLIFF Highway ; and 
that there were to be found Admirers and 
Difciples of iiich Writers among a People, 
who had the immortal Labours of a Chilling- 
worth and a Tillotfbn in their own Lan- 
guage. 

Some of our Forefathers have been very 
unhappy in this refped:. Time was when 
Bonfires for the Extirpation oi Herejy were 
not only thought lawful and expedient^ but 
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the Bodres of the Hereticks cheoilel?es judged 
the only proper and Orthodox Fuel. This 
coDtiuiied far fomecime^ till the Horror ioch 
Barbarity had raifed in the Minds of a gene- 
rous and tender-hearted Peof^e introdnced a 
new Eilabliihment, reformed both from the 
Cruelty and Abfiirdities of the formen Sdf- 

frefervation, however, made it neceflar^ to 
eep thofe under, whole Principles and Prac- 
tices both were fubverfive of the Rights x>f the 
Crown, and Liberties of the People. To lay 
Men under Reftraints on this account, can- 
not in any propriety be reckoned Per&cOtion 
on the (core orReligioa ; beings on tht too^ 
trary, abfolutcly neceflary to prevent Perie- 
cution. Yet even this was attended with 
very ill Confequences on Mens Minds^ in 
making them look with uiaconcem ob Sev^ 
lities exerciied on others for Tenets toot 
cjiargeable with iuch dangerous Effeds. Dif- 
ferences in Opinion in Matters both of Doc- 
trine and Wor(hip» arole very eai:(y imofig 
the Followers of the ReformatiDni and Wete 
contefted with great warmrfa and bitternefs of 
Spirit. From Words the Diipute came to be 
managed by Authority and Ttnal Lemi^ 
which» between the r^orous Execution ^ 
them on the one part, and the keen Qppofi*- 
tion to them on the other, at length threw 
jhe Nation into the greaceft Confiifion &nd 
Diforder. Tbefe Diiputes ffow came to be 
blended with the civil Concerns ; and what 
were the E^ds of that^ I prefiime I need 

nor 
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not rexntiid any of year Readers, dot hovr 
each Party infulted. and oppredcd the other^ 
in the feveral Turns of their Profpcrity. 

I N this State did Matters continue, till the 
S^nfe of common Danger cooled chetr patti* 
cular Animo(ities» and brought them under « 
aeceflity to unite. The late happy Revola- 
cion gave the finishing Stroke to the persecut- 
ing Spirit among us ; and, it is to be hoped, 
has laid it for ever by that powerful Spell, 
the jftfSf ofTokr^im. Whoever confiders 
the PeaCie and good Agteement which hy 
this means we enjoy, add compates it with 
eke R^e and Fury of formet Times, mud 
look i^oa it as one of the greaceft Ble(nngs 
t:bnreqQent to that glorious Event, and no 
fmall Inhancement of the Value of that Lega^ 
ty left us by our roiowned Ekiiverer King 
William. Yet there are not dill warning 
^me amoi^ us^ who keep v^ their old Ran- 
cour in mdR Points, and embrace the Princi- 
fries 6f Liberty and Tol^ation in part only, 
confiaing their Charity within the Limits of 
a few Denominations belides their own, and 
judgmg all OpvQtons in Religion which to 
thorn appear novel and uncouth to cotne un- 
der the Statute ^e Haretico comburendo^ or at 
leaft to be determinable by dub-Law^ or the 
Whippm^TQft. Of this we have « remaf k- 
^e Infiance jufl: now in this City, which, 
without derogi^tng from the Labours of Hu 
bernicus^ I cantEOt help thinking much more 
worthy the Cognizance of obe who lets up 

for 
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for an InftitiiSior of Mankind, than moft of 
the Subjedis he has hitherto thought fit to 

confi^en 

The Cafe is Ihortly this. One PTard^ 
who it feems has taken it in his head to be 
the Author of a new Sed of Religion, has 
for that purpofe opened his Houfe in a very 
publick Place of tne Town ; and having re* 
giftered it according to Law, imagined he 
might harangue to as many as ihould think 
proper to come and hear him. What are his 
diftinguifliing Tenets I do not know ; but if 
he holds any contrary to Religioii and .good 
Manners, or deftrudive to the Rights of So- 
ciety, it were eafy to convid him, and pa- 
nilh him as his Crimes dderye» in regard he 
has always complied with the Terms of the 
Law, by preaching with open doors^ and 
giving admittance to all that defire it. In 
all other reipeds, I am informed, he be«> 
haves himfelf inoffenfively, and is a ufefiil 
Member of Society in the Way of Trade and 
Bufinefs. Yet this Man, thus Iheltered under 
the Laws of his Country, and having done 
nothing to forfeit the Prote(flion of them, a 
fcoundrel Mob have for five or fix Sundays 
running thought fit to rabble and abu(e in a 
manner not to be fuflered in any well-order* 
ed Cominunity . I am not of . opinion, that 
your Paper ought to animadvert on the Ex^ 
ploitsofthofe rafcally RefcH^mers, who have 
no other way of exprefiing their Zeal for the 
Houfe of God than by demolifliing thofe of 

their 
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their Neighbours ; both becaufe they are in- 
capable of a CorredioQ of chat nature, and be« 
cade the Law has appointed others much 
better ada{>ted to their feelings and more ef* 
fe<9xiai to produce a ftrpng and lading Impref- 
(ion. But there is a great Vulgar as well as a 
little ; and ibme People, who would not be 
themfelves concerned in any fuch Proceed- 
ings, can yet look upon cbcm with indif!e« 
rence^ if not approbation. It might not 
there^e be ami($, for the fake of fuch Per- 
Ions, to expoie thole weak and ungenerous 
Principles which have in all Ages, as well as 
now, ierved for a Colour to that brutal Fury, 
which, on account of its intenfa Heat, and 
mafFeious Readioeis to confume every thing 
that comes near it, has been fb ofceo miltakea 
Un Zeal. Particularly it ought to be incuK 
cated on tbofe who enjoy the Benefit either 
of a Toleration^ or a Connivance from the 
Government, how indecent, as well as un* 
joft, it is Sxx them to murmur at the Liberty of 
their Neighbours, or to countejQance any 
Principles or Pradices, which, if the Laws of 
the Land, and the Lenity of their Superiors 
did not hinder, might be turned againd: then> 
id'^^'^ I fememb^r, the ^akers^ in their 
Addrefs to the late King "^ames on his Accei^ 
fion, treated him with a very honeft, tho re- 
i|»e<^liil piece of Freedom of this Sort. ' We 

♦ have been informed, fay they, that thou 
' art not. of the Religion eftabliihed by the 

♦ Laws of the Country any more than we : 

VolIL S *ir 
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• 

^ It is therefore our Hope, that thou wilt not 
^ in Jufticc deprive any of thy Sub)ed:s of 
< that Liberty of Confcience which chou 
* takeft to thy felf.' This, which was once 
thought a good Leflbn from Subjedls to their 
Sovereign, I hope, cannot be efteemed un- 
mannerly from one Fellow-Citizen to ano- 
ther. » 
I A M not for engaging you on fuch a co« 

Eious.Subjed: as the Point oiToleration, It 
as already been efliabHfhed with all the Evi- 
dence of Demonftratioff by feveral great and 
excellent Men, to whofe Labours you or I 
can add nothing. One thing however is pro- 
per to be confidered by us, that it is now be- 
come a Part of the Conftttution of our Coun- 
try, and confequently criminal to adl againfl: 
it. Many of our beft and moft learned Di- 
vines have had the Virtue publickly to main- 
tain it from that Pliace where Men are heard 
with the greateft Reverence. One of them, 
who is an Ornament to his Profedion, has aP 
ferted it in its largeft extent ; and for fo do- ' 
ing received the Thanks of that part of our 
Legijlature^ which is not only the moft 
numerous, but always prefumed to be the beft 
acquainted with the true State and Intereft of 
their Country. So that whether we regard 
Authority, or the Good of the Commonwealth 
of which we are Members, we muft think it 
our duty to difcourage every thing which 
looks like entrenching on the Rights of Con- 
icicncc, and private Ju^ment, or laying Men 

under 
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under Hardfliips on account of their fpecula* 
rive Opinions. They who juftify Compul- 
iion and Force iri Matters pf Religion, fap 
the Foundations not of the Reformation only, 
but of Chrijiianity itfclf ;. fincc they thereby 
declare the Lawfiilnefs of all the barbarous 
Methods made Ufe of to hinder the Propaga- 
tion of either, 

A s for the poor Man, whofe unjuft Treat- 
ment gave occafion to trouble you with this 
Letter, I anl no farther concerned about him, 
than as I think his Cafe an ill Precedent, 
which, if not taken notice of, may prove ex- 
tremely hurtful to quiet and innocent Men 
hereafter. Should the Spirit of Wrath and 
Perfecution once get head again among us, 
who knows where it will flop, or what Mif 
chiefs it may produce? Give it once its Play 
againfl: a few contemptible Vifionaries and 
Enthufiafts, and it will ibon gather Strength 
and Courage to fly ai new Game, and grow 
(till more voracious as you give it greater 
Feeding. Our Forefathers iaw this to their 
cofl, and could never get rid of its Cravings 
till they had chained it up for ever ; purfuant 
to the Advice of a great Man, and eminent 
Chrijfian ^hilojbpher^ with whole Words I 
fhall conclude this Letter, and recommend to 
the perafal of your Readers the excellent Per- 
formance from whence I have taken them» 
Mr. Lockers Letters on Toleration^ where 
they will find almofl: every thing which can 
be laid on either fide of that important Debate. 

S z * Nar- 
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• Narrowness of Spirit on all fides 
has undoubtedly been the principal Occafion 
of our Miferies and Confufions, Sot what^^ 
ever have been the Occafioqs, it is no«r 
high time to feek for a thorow Cure. Wc 
have need of more generous Remedies than 
what have yet been made ufe of in our Di* 
ftemper. It is neither "Declarations af In^ 
dulgence^ nor jUts cf Cmprekenjim^ iijch 
as have been yet pra<3:ifed or projei9:ed 
among us, that can do the Work. The 
firft will but palliate, the fecond iqcreafe our 
Evil 

^ Absolute Liberty, juft gnd true Liber -* 
tv, equal and impartial Liberty, is thfl 
thing we (land in need of Now tho ^'i 
has been much talked Qif, I doubt it has not 
been much underftood ; I am fure not at all 
prax3iifed, cither by our Qoverqors towards 
the People in gerieral, ot by apy TJ^iffen^ 
ting Parties of the People toward m€ mo^ 
ther: 


I am, SIR^ 

Tour very humble Servant t 


W.D. 


NS. 84.- 
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N" 84. Saturday^ November y, \ji6. . 

To HiBEHMICUS. 

'■ '■ " Felices errore fuo. ■- Juvenal. 

SIR, 

KNOW of no Country which 
ought to abound more with Ra- 
tionalifts than ours, if the many 
Peribns whofe Wiiiings arc in- 
tended to make Men pecome lb 
had (iicceeded. The moft powerful Motives 
that can influence Rt^aders in behalf of Rea- 
fbn and Virtue, have been difplayed in our 
days with great ftrength of Redbn as well 
as politenefai of Expreflion. The ingenious 
Authors of the Tatlers, Speifators, and 
Guardians, have taken much pains to fhrniih 
Men with Souls ; but, if we may judge by 
Experience, their Endeavours have not been 
io effedual as there was reafon to hope ibr. 
This makes me think that it is almod impofTi- 
bleto^n/f d«fo»/toone whohasnone. The 
Things of this World will always co on in 
their ordinary courfc. Men wo^t ftif?er 
th^mfetves to be difturbed in the pofTeHioa 
S r of 


of their Mannets, no more than in chat of 
their Eftates; they are not fo mad as to 
change their beloyed Cuftoms and Ufages, 
to pleafe the Fancy of an Author, whole 
end, they think, is leis to corredt and make 
them better, than to get their Eftecm and 
their Money. , ^ 

I HAVE heard ibme People lay that the 
SfeEtator has done more good, in reforming 
the Manners of his Age, than all the Ser- 
mons preached in his Time. I will not take 
upon me to determine how far Sermons 
have proved efficacious ; but however Ihorc 
they may have fallen of their intended Suc- 
cefs, I do not fee what great Reformation 
the SfeBator can boaft of. I allow that his 
Dilcourles may have fo far influenced fome 
Ladies and Gentlemen as to have made the 
firft hide a little more of their Breajls % and 
rendered the others more referv'd in admiring 
the rich Clocks of their Stockings^ and Frin- 
ges of theif Gloves ; but thele are only 
Trifles : fome of the fmalleft Outlets of Va^ 
nity may indeed have been flopped up, yet 
this fame Vanity is ever too careful of its 
own Intereft, to have loft any advantage 
thereby, and has certainly found means of 
indemnifying itfelf very amply Ibme other 
way. But has inordinate Self-love been 
leflened ? Have Men been perfuaded they 
would be happier by keeping their Luxury 
within narrower bounds ? Have Noblemen 
been convinced that their Honours and Ti^ 

ties, 
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ties, when unattended with Virtue and Merit, 
very far from gaining them any regard, Icrve 
only to* make them become more concempci- 
bie, by rendring their Vices more confpicuous ? 
Whoever will undertake to make Men be- 
lieve thefe things and z6t confequently, at- 
tempts a thing {o difficult, that he may be- 
forehand almofl defpair of fuccels. 

Mv Reflexions on human Vanity have^ 
in (bme meafure* been occafionM by the ill 
efled: it has like to have had upon me. i am 
inform'd I have unde^one the greatefl; Cen- 
fiires abroad for maintaining that mofl Men 
have no Souls ; and been branded with the 
Titles of Libertine^ Heretic k^ Atheiji, and 
other odious Appellations. A grave old 
Friend of mine took me afide t'other day in 
a Coffee-houfe, and told me very ferioufly. 
That I had carry d matters too far^ that 
my T>o£frine concerning human Souls was 
certainly unfiriftural, and that I would do 
well to keep out of the. way^ left the Eccle- 
Jiaftical Court jhould lay hands upon me ; 
for, added he, the Clergy are exa/perated 
againft you on account of your Story of the 
Taylor* s Son. I muft own I think my felf 
but ill rewarded for the pains I have taken 
in behalf of thole Gentlemen, and the others 
I mentioned in my Letter. I intended no- 
thing but their good, in endeavouring to rid 
them of their Souls, as of a needlefs Burden. 
JVfy good Nature hinders me from exprefling 
any refentment, tho in truth their Ingratitude 

S 4 defervcs 
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deferves a.fevere Cenfure. I ihall alio oyer-- 
look this Inftancc of their Vanity, well know- 
ing it to^ be too neceflary an Ingredient m 
tlie human Conftitution to be farprized or 
out of humour at it, 

I HAVE often wondered why the moral 
Fhiloibphers ihould find fo moch fault with 
the Vanity of Men. I think that in fo 
doing they intirely forget their darhng Prin- 
ciple. None of them will deny the truth of 
this Axiom, That the Source of all human 
Jldiions is the dejire of being happy. This 
undeniable Truth is the foundation of all 
Morality, and all our endeavours to become 
virtuous are grounded upon no other Princi- 
ple. Now there are two different ways of 
attaining Happinefs, as I have already hinted* 
Reajbn and Imagination. The firft of thelc 
ways is know'n but by that final! number of 
Perfbns in whom no body dilputes the Pre- 
rogative of a Soul ; and of confequence the 
other muft becoine necefTary to thofc who 
have only the mechanical Fdculties. 

Those who have Courage enough to at- 
tempt the firft Road find it, in its beginning, 
very rugged and troublcfome ; every thing 
about them looks gloomy, and their Im^i* 
nation feldom fails of putting ont falfe Light Sy 
to make them go aftray. But at every ftcp 
forwards the Road becomes \^s craggy, and 
another Light appears which gradually dif- 
pels all the falie ones. The Dawn is at laft 
fucceeded by g bright ap^ fplendid Day, and 

the 


HiBERNicus* jueners. i^j 

the Road, which is now become very finooch 
and eafy, leads the Travellers thro^ the mod; 
deiigbcfdl Countries, to what the Rationa-^ 
lifts call Virtue^ the foundation of all true 
Happinefs. Thefe Gentlemen add, that a 
Man, who has performed this Journey, en« 
joys Pleafures and Sacisfad:ions intirely his 
own, and that he ilands in no need of Va- 
nity to become pleafed with himfelf. What- 
ever is virtuous he thinks uiefiil, and every 
honed and worthy Ad:ion rewards him the 
very inftant he does it. His Soul is fb in- 
ipired with all that is great, beautiful and 
noble in Virtue, that he cannot ad: without 
difplaying ibme of thole amiable Characters. 
He feels in himfelf the fame Conteitatment 
which his charitable Afliftance occafions in 
others ; if a poor Man asks him Alms^ his 
Heart will be filled with as much joy in 
giving, as the indigent in receiving them. Jo 
ihort, he will uie all the Advantages he hath 
from Nature or Art for the good and welfare 
of his Fellow-Creatures^ for whofe benefit he 
knows he was made. Independent either of 
Applaule or Calumny, he can enjoy the good 
and honourable Reputation he hath fo judly 
gained j but he can likewiie reft content with- 
out it, and his Reaibn puts him above the 
Idea which others may have of him : for 
fatisfied with the confcioufbefs of his own 
worth) he never intended his Actions ihould 
any ways recur upon himfelf ; his Int^rity 

hm^ » itfelf Irs }l?W^d^ and as it de- 

pends 
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peods not on Events, it never knows Dif^ 
appointment. 

Things arc very different with thole 
who have never endeavoured to acquire the 
Faculty of Reafbning. For, I repeat it again, 
I think it far better to fay that mod Men 
are wholly deprived of Reafon, than to 
make it confift in a monflrous kind of Being, 
that is continually tormenting them on ac- 
count of their Faults, without any power to 
mend them : fo that inftead of being their 
^hyjician, their Reafon is in fad their Elxe- 
cutioner. Thefc Men would in vain look 
within themfelves for a Happinels intirely 
their own ; their only fliift then is to borrow 
a tranjitory one from exterior Objeds. The 
better their Imagination (ucceeds in purfuirs 
of this kind, and in laying up a good ftock 
of Vanity J the more the Intereft by which 
they are governed feems to refemblc Reafon. 

I T is plain, from what I have been fay- 
ing, that my diftindlion of Men ought care* 
fully to be kept in view in perufing my Let-, 
ters. As for the fmall number who have 
Souls and employ them well, there is no 
need to give them couofel ; but for thole 
who have none, or which is the fame things 
don^t ule them, they ought to have a little 
more Gratitude than they have (hewn to a 
Name- fake and Kinjman of theirs, \^ho has 
endeavoured to make them know themfelves^ 
as the wife Man diredis, and pointed to them 
that kind of Happinels whicn is beft liiited 

to 
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to their Faculties. However, if my Compli- 
ance with thefe Gentlemeas Fancies can 
make my advice more acceptable, I will, for 
this, one time, (uppofe them pofTeis'd of Souls, . 
and fhew them, that in order to be happy, they 
mud: neverthelefs ^ as if they were without 
them. 

The Soul is never well at home ; when 
ihe is employM in tending the Machine to 
v^hich ihe was at firft united, ihe is always 
uneafy, fretful and difTatisfyM with herfeli^ 
as well as with that diforderly Machine com- 
mitted to her Charge and Tuition. What I 
therefore adviie would be to iend her a tra- 
velling, as a great many Folks do ; and it is 
certainly the beft Way of having reft within 
ourielves. 

Those who are young and lively iend 
their Reafbn a travelling in the Country of 
^leajures ; and when ihe intends to return 
to her Habitation, ihe is either ihut out of 
doors, or ient to ailift the Imagination in 
building Caftks in the Air. Thofe whofe 
Reafbn delights in Baubles and Trifles, dii^ 
patch it towards Ita/y or Greece^ in queft of 
old Iron^ old Brafs^ old Chamber --pots^ and 
old Shoes. Thofe again who have a Reafon 
endowed with more Strength and Ai^ivity, 
and fit for lofty Enterprizes^ make it ibar 
above the Stars, to mealure their Magnitudes 
and Diftaoces, and find out the true Cauie 
of the Regularity of their Motions. Their 
Reaibn is io eminently placed there, that 'tis 
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a great pity thofc Superior Wits ever think 
fit to call it back again from thence, to ,alldy 
fbme little domeftick Troubles, and xtdC^j 
what may be amfiis within fuch defpicable 
Machines as their own. In fliort, I would 
defire Men to confider, that they have all, as 
I have laid, an invincible Propenfity to be- 
come happy ; and no one will deby bat they 
are never happier than when they divert them- 
felves } fo if they were conftantly taken up 
with fbme Diverfion or other, they Would 
always be happy. Now pray what \% Diver- 
fion ? The bare Etymology of the Word 
ihewa^ that it is to free ourfelves from the 
Fragments of out Reafon, and furrender onr<^ 
felves without reftraint to the poflefiion of all 
foreign Impreflions. Here I exped to meet 
the RationaMs again in my way ; they will 
be telling us that Men are, not always happy 
when they laughs when they Jtng^ or when 
they danpe : They will be repeating their old 
Story of the other kind of PleafureS, whofe 
foufce is Virtue alone, and which they call 
Tranquillity of Mina^ Serenity of Soul, and 
other fine Names. But my Diflin^ion is laid 
afide. What they fay is trae as to the fmall 
Number who feek after Happinefs in the way 
of Reafon ; but as for thofe who only follow 
Imagination, I am pretty fure thefe ExpreP 
fions will raife no Idea in their Minds, and 
confeqoemly they witl look upon them as an 
nnintelligibk Cant^ or a moral Jargon^ void 
of all rnanhcr of meaping. 

As 
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A s the Rationalijis will ever be chwartinj 
us in profecution of our Undertaking, the bel 
Service I could do your Readers would be to 
oadermioe Ibme of their Principles. This is 
DOC {o difficult as (bme may imagine, if a right 
uie be made of the Method of aiding I dif^ 
doled in my former Letter. The great End, 
I may iay the chief Principle, of thefc Gen- 
tlemen, is that which I have often mentioned^ 
namely* That Virtue is founded u^on eternal 
mtd unalterable Reafon^ and that it hath 
keen and ever will he the fame in all Ages 
and Countries. I will endeavour to ihew the 
Fallacy of this Opinion, and fo blow up their 
darling Axiom, by only telling a Story ; and 
tho it may not perhaps convince your ftub* 
born Moraiifts, \t will, I hope, fatisfy that 
part of the World for whom my Letters arc 
chiefly intended. 

When Xerxes ^ that mighty Ter/lan Mo- 
oarch, brought over into Greece his formi- 
dable Army, which by its Numbers fcem'd 
fiifllicient to conquer the whole World, and 
coofifkd of maoy different Nations ; he ibme- 
times refleded within hinf^felf on the odd and 
fijrprizing Variety of their Manners and Cu- 
ftoms, and reiblved one day to ridicule what 
iomc of tbofe People looked upon as facred 
and indifpeniaUe Duties. He lent for fbme 
Greeks and Scythians, and queftioned them 
feverally on their way of performing their 
Funeral Rites. The Gteeks anfwered. That 
in their Country nothing feemed more decent 
thaa to burn their deceafed Friends and Pa« 
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rents, to gather their Aflies, and prcfervc 
them carefully in ^rns. The Scythians {ai(J, 
They found no Tomb more honourable for 
the Remains of their deceafed Relations than 
their own Stomachs, and that therefore they 
eat them out of a pious and religious Princi- 
ple. Hereupon the King of Terjia ordered 
thofe two Nations to exchange their Cuftoms ; 
that the Greeks ihould eat the Bodies of their 
Dead, and the Scythians burn them accord^ 
ing to the Ufagc of Greece. The firft ihrunk 
with Horror at the odious Command ; the 
Scythians were no leis fcandalized ; both re- 
folved to adhere to their old Cuftoms, and 
were willing to die rather than .comply with ! 
thefe barbarous Orders. 

I X will perhaps be qbjedted, that this In- I 
fiance relates to a bare Ceremony, and has i 
nothing at all to do with Virtue. But is not \ 
this a mere Cavil ? For what is Virtue, in the 
.Notions of moft Men, but a Ceremony? 
Every one will allow that Religion is the 
fublimeft part of Virtue : now Religion, if we 
may believe Experience, is but a Syftem of 
Grimaces^ of outy/Md,Forms and Ceremonies, 
that vary accordiog to the difference of Cli* 
mates ; for I know of no Country in the 
Woild where the pradical part of Religion 
doth confift in the Honefiy and Courage of 
ftedfafily following the i>i6lates of Qonfci^ ' 
ence^ and the T)eciJions ofReafon. 

I am^ SIRf yours ^ &c. 

Isaac Alogist, 
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N^ 85. Saturday y November 12, 1725. 


, To HiBERNICUS. 

<^i mores hominum multorum vidit' 


HoK. 



SIR. 

N the Clofc of my laft Letter I 
endeavoured to explode the Opi- 
nion of the Moralijis concerning 
the Nature of Virtue. It follows 
from what I faid, that in order to 
govern ourielves with Prudence and Mode* 
fly, we mud always make the Opinions of 
our Age and Country the Standard of our 
own, and prefer them to thoie of former 
Ages and other Societies. We mud look up- 
on the reigning Tafte as infallible, but at the 
iame time firmly believe, that whenever it 
gives way to another, the new one will have 
a kind of Hereditary .Right to the fame de- 
gree of Infallibility. Cultom mufl have juft; 
the fame Potver and Influence over Men and 
their Adiions, that his Holinefs of Rome hath 
in the Church. One ^^^ makes a 5«// ; he 
is infallible. A fucceeding ^ofe makes ano- 
ther Bull. dire<9:ly contrary to the former. 
This Tofe is infallible too, and his De- 
cifions muft be received with the fame impli- 




cit 
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cit Submiffion as thofe of his Predeceflbr. 
Aod if 10 this any Man fhould apprehend the 
lead Contradidlion, he would deferve to be 
burnt as an obftinate and incorrigible Here- 
tick. 

The Chriftian Inhabitants of Europe arc 
firmly perfuaded, that they are the moft civi- 
lized and polite part of Mankind ; and that 
none pf the People of the other three Conti^ 
nents can outdo, or even equal them in 
Strength of Genius, Noblenels of Sentiments, 
or Decency of Manners and Cuftoms : And 
they are in the right to think fb. For tho it 
may be obje<%ed, that this Opinion is found- 
ed more on Self-Love than Rcafon, yet I 
will (hew, from fevcral Inftances^ the Weak- 
neis of this Objection, and demonftrate that 
we really tranicend all thole Nations, whom 
we {o juftly term Savage and Barbarous on 
account of their Ignorance of out'^r^j'and 
Refinements. 

By the Law of Mahtmtet the Turks are 
prohibited the uie of Wine ; but finding that 
numan Narare ftands in need of fbme Incen-* 
tive to Mirth, they have ufed themlelves to 
Opium in it$ ftead* This Drug inipires them 
with Joy for fame hours, and renders them 
aiSive and lively ; but a little after throws 
them into Lethargick flumbers. The conti* 
nual \3ft of it waftes their Spirits, deftroys 
their Conftitution, and haftens their Deaths 
What a barbarous Guftom is this ! and how 
much more rational the Method of Debauchee 
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ry in ufe among us Chriflians ? Wine is x 
generous Gift of Nature, which we are not 
fb mad as to rejed, but ihew the Value we put 
on the delicious Liquor by the great Quanti- 
ties we fwalJow. It is true, it deprives us of 
Keaibn, and fbmetimes of ail Power of aid- 
ing ; but it is for that only we ufe it. Piea*r 
f ure is the chief thii^ we feek ; and Reafon 
is certainly an Incumbrance to iiich as propofe 
to themfelves nothing but Diver (ion. More- 
over, as the exceffive Ufe of Wine occafions 
many Difeafes, attended with the acuteft and 
moft tormenting Pains, our perfevering fb 
gallantly as we do in our Compotations^ is a 
Proof, that we have more Fortitude and 
Conftancy than to deprive ourlelves of 
prefent Pieaiiires, to prevent future P?ins. 
When thefe arrive, we endure s them with 
Courage and Magnanimity, and in the Inter- 
vals of our Agonies provoke them anew, by 
the fame Means which at firfl: occaAoned them* 
Thus we acquire the fublime Glory oihard 
^rinkersy and triumph over thofe fuperfi- 
cial Fellows, that cannot drink as deej>j and 
to/s off as many Bumpers as we. fFine 
kills as fure as Opium ; but then they who 
fall Martyrs to it have the fatisfadion of 
having lived without Thought or Refledion, 
and of leaving behind them an immortal 
Name among all honefi Fellows and good 
Companions. 

Vol. II. T The 
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The Siamefe have an odd way of wa- 
ging War with their Neighbours. Thefe piti- 
ftil Soldiers ufe nothing but Bows and Anows, 
and employ thcfc Weapons leJs to hurt their 
Enemies, than frighten them. They flioot 
their Arrows on the Ground, and avoid as 
much as poflible to ifaed human Blood. Is 
not this perfect Childrens Play, and would 
it not be almoft as good to live in Peace as 
to fight in this manner ? We ChriJiianSy far 
from being fuch mean-fpirited Wretches, are 
true Men, and can eafily free our Hearts from 
the ridiculous weaknefs of Sparing our Fellow- 
Creatures. The fmallefl: Offence, or even 
the Defire of invading a Neighbour's Domi- 
nions, ftifles in the Hearts of Moji Chrijiian 
princes that effeminate Pity which Would 
flop the Progrefs of their Atchievements 
and military Exploits. They ravage whole 
Provinces, and deftroy whole Nations of 
innocent Men, that they may imprefs others 
with the moft profound RelpcA and Admira- 
tion of the noble Authors of thofe glorious 
Calamities. What can raife a greater Idea in 
the Minds of mod Men, than the Defcrip- 
tion of a Country embroidered with twenty 
or thirty thoufand dead Carcades, that have 
fallen a Sacrifice to the Reputation and Glory 
of a Hero ? The Art of deftroying Men hath 
been brought to great perfection among us ; 
and we will for ever preferve a grateful Re- 
membrance of thofe exalted Wits and fignal 
Benefadors to Mankind, who firfl: invented 
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Gun-powder and Fire-arms^ which have 
proved io ufefal to the Enrofean Nations, 
and perform iuch notable Execution in all 
their Contefts with each other. 

Most of the Inhabitants of thole vafl: 
Traces of Ground which are called the 
Greater and Lefler Tartary, are above all 
things averfe to Labour and Pains-taking. 
They are lb far from cultivating the Arts 
. and Sciences, that they will not be at the 
trouble of manuring their Lands. They 
think the Flefli and Milk of their Flocks 
iufficient for their Maintenance ; and delight* 
ed with their Sloth and Indolence, ftyle 
thenyfelves MaJIers of the Worlds allowing us 
to be only the Slaves of it. Who can bear 
with fiich brutifh Stupidity as to eat, drink, 
and drefs, merely out of Neceffity, and to 
think one rich enough when he hath the 
Neceflaries of Life ? Our Superiority over 
thefe Savages is very manifeft ; they live 
but only to live, and are content with what 
Nature gives them, without the affiftance of 
Art. As for us, we abhor that Ihameful 
La2ine(s and Inadivity fb injurious to the 
Excellence and Dignity of our Nature. We 
have Genius to contrive artificial Wants, 
and Induftry to make a thoufand things 
neceflary which thefe Barbarians can be 
Without. This obliges us to ftudy the Art 
of becoming rich ; and having iiicceeded in 
this, which is the very top of earthly Hap- 

T 2 pinefs, 
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pioefs, we can never be baolk'd in any of 
our Defires or Expedtacions. 

Here I mufl: beg leave to break off the 
Comparifonofour Manners with thofe of other 
Nations, in order to confider a little the high 
Senfe we entertain of the ' Advantages arifing 
from Wealth. Our Language, above all 
others, fhews excellently well the noble Idea 
we have of Money, and with great Truth 
and Jullice confounds the Worth of a Man 
with that of his Fortune* Philargyrus is an 
arrant Knave ; he is even ready to fill 
his Country^ and commit the vilejt and 
moji proflkate ABions ; and yet becaufe he 
has an Eftate of that Value, Philargyrus 
is worth five thoufdnd a Tear. Crito is 
the worthiefi of Men ; his Zeal for the 
good of bis Country hath always been re- 
markably confpicuous ; no one goes beyond 
him in all good and virtuous A£tions ; . 
the Accomplilhments of his Mind equal the \ 

good T)ifpoJitions of his Heart : But then i 

he has no Money, and confequently Crito, 
the good and honeft Crito, is not worth a 
Croat; How this way of fpeaking was firft 
introduced into our Language I cannot tell ; 
but I think it very juft, as the world goes, 
and would not J)y any means that we ihould 
part with it. For, to ufe the Words of an 
ingenious Author, * Wealth is every thing ; 

* it afTbrds Convenience, covers Defects, and 

* commands Obfervance. It gives Intereft' 

[ and Power ; and Credit and Satisfadlion | 

* always 
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* always attend it. He that's rich has Arc 
^ and Nature at his fervice, can entertain his 

* Fancy, and regale his Senfcs. Good eat- 

* ing and drinking are but part of his Advan- 
« tages ; he is wonderfully addrefs'd and com- 
^ plimented every where. A Manour draws 
« Suit and Service after it ; and a rich Man, 

* \\Vjt the Sun in Terjia, is worfliipped at his 
« firft fifing. One would think that his 

* Pocket mends his Head, that his Senfe 

* holds proportion with his Acres^ and that 
^ he purchafes a new Underftanding with 
« every new Eftate. On the other hand, 
« Poverty has but a very ordinary Com- 

* plexion, and a very flender Intereft in the 

* World. 'Tis generally difregarded and 
' brow*beaten ; and no good Qualities can 

* make it fliine. People are apt to fanfy, 

* where there's ek) Money there is no Merit. 

* If the Mufes arc in Rags, they are in dan- 

* ger of the Statute^ * and of being ttken up 

* for Vagabonds and fturdy Beggars. A dit 

* furniihed Condition never promiies great 

* matter of Talent ; for who would look for 

* a Jewel upon a Dunghil ? In ihort, a Man's 

* Credit always fuffcrs with his Circumftan- 
'' ct% \ a thread bare Coat is a preemption of 

* Infignificancy, and when the Pocket's low 

* the Brains arc thought fo too/ Things be- 
ing ib, I chink Men ought to endeavour, 
above all things, to grow rich, and that the 
Moralifts and Toets fhpald forbear their Re- 
flations and Satire on the immoderate Love 

T3 of 
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of Wealth. Let no body be troubled in 
their necefTary puriuits of Gold and Silver ; 
nor think mucn of it» if, befides the com- 
mon Induftry requifite to acquire a Fortune, 
a Man Ihould ufe fome little criminal Artifi*^ 
ces, and a fmall Dofe 6f Knavery. But then, 
(ay you, perhaps,, hill damn hitnfelf. --~- 
Why^ indeed, tnat may be. If he does^ 'tis 
the worfe for himfelf. He will however have 
bad the (atisfadion of leaving to his Children 
not only a good Eftate, and the Convenien- 
ces and Comforts of Life, but a great deal of 
Merit, and all manner of valuable Qualifica- 
tions. 

But to return from this DigreHlon; da 
we. not excel the Tartars in T^e aad Deli- 
cacy ? The chief End we propofe in Drefs 
is Luxury. It is not Modefty pr Conyeni- 
ency we confult in our Clothings but QoJy 
the beautifying our Bodies, But wher^ v^e 
triumph moft, is in the-Nicety and Profufiqn 
of our Tables. One of thofe wild AJla,Hcks 
would be aihamed of his Ignorance, if by 
chfince he came into our Kitchens, and ibme 
hours after faw us at Table. He would be at 
a lols to know all the Flejhy Fijh, ajid Fowl^ 
he had icen a little, before, and take our 
Gooks for a parcel of Conjurers, who by 
fome magkk Art, can change ihe Name, 
Shape, and Tafte of every thing. He would 
be amazed 10 fee forty or fifty Diflies of 
this kind, without knowing what to call for. 
Perhaps be would ftiU contmae ftubborn and 

fbolifh 
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fboliih enough to prefer his own way of 
living. If io, we could but picy him^ and 
clafs hira with thofe dull Mortals who value 
Reafbn and common Scnie more than the moft 
profound Erudition. 

The Chine fe^ who fanfy thenrfelves the 
wifeft People in the World, have a very 
whimfical, not to fay ridiculous Notion of 
Nobility. He who is ennobled among them 
is only fo during his own Life, without re- 
gard to his Pofteriry. Titles are only to -be 
obtained by Virtue atul M^rit, and extin- 
guifii'd with the immediate Purchafer, When 
a Mandarin dics» his Son muft convince the 
Publick by ievere Trial and ftrid Examina- 
rion, that he inherits his Father's Worth, 
before he can fucceed to his^onours. Among 
us Virtue is much more glorioufly rewarded. 
As foon as our Princes grant a Patent to 
one of their SubjedSls, his Blood becomes 

Eurer and more excellent than before ; and 
eing tranimitted to his Pofterity, makes it 
fpecifically different from that of other Men. 
Kings indeed cannot fix V^irtue in the Families 
they intend to honour ; but they cap fettle 
in them the Rewards due to Virtue, and 
compel the Vulgar to pay the fame Homage 
to the Vices of the Defendants which was 
due to the Anceflors Merits. Moreover, the 
older Nobility grows, it becomes the more 
excellent; \\)kt Che/hire Cheefe^ which is 
moft admired when rotten^ and running 
away. It feems as if a certain Number of 

T 4 Ages 
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Ages were required to perfeA and mature 
it. Time, which generally impairs the 
Value of other Things, enhances that of 
Nobility. ^ Our Taile io this ieems like that 
we have for Medals^ which the more they 
are defaced and eaten with Ruft^ are in the 
greater efteem for their Antiquity. Or. to 
uie a finer Comparifoo, great Families a* 
mong us may be fz\6 to relemble great Ri- 
vers, which are but fmall Streams where 
they rife, but then their Waters are clear 
and limpid ; the farther they run from their 
Source they fwell the higher, and, by wearing 
away their Borders grow the muddier ; much 
what like happens among thofe Nobility 
that ftand very remote from their Ori'^ 
gin. 

I am, S IRj 

Tour very humble Servant^ 

Isaac Alogist. 


^^ 
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N^85. Saturday^ November i^^ 1725. 



To HiBBRNICUS. 

Vraterquam quod if/i faciunti nihil re£ie futant. 

Tee. 

ft 

SIR. 

LETTER I received t'other day 
from the lame old Gentleman I 
ha?e already^ mentioned to you» 
with my Obiervations upon it, 
ihall be the Subjed; of our prefent 
Entertainment. Bat before I give you my 
Friend's Letter, I think it proper to fay fbme- 
thing of his Charader. This Gentleman was 
born at Brtfiol feveral Years before the Re^ 
Jiorathn. and bred a Merchant : having car- 
ried on a fair and confiderable Trade in that 
City during Ibme Years, he came over and 
fettled here a little after the Revolution^ 
where his Affairs have continued to profper 
even beyond his expedation. Ever fince the 
King's Acceflion to the Throne he has given 
over Bufinefs, and now lives on the Income 
of a plentiful Fortune which he has railed by 
his own Induftry. He is very fond of old 
Fafhions and Cuftoms, and follows the new 
ones juft as much as is necellary not to ap- 

I pear 
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pear ridiculous. His good Sen(e has never 
been tainted by Study, nor his Piety by Su- 
perfticion or Enthufiaftn. He is reckoned 
covetous becaufe he is very rich, and does 
not think it an Honour or a Merit to appear 
Jiich. His Difcourfes are very open and free ; 
and as his Sincerity is unafled:ed, ibme Peo- 
ple are apt to miftake it for downright Blunt- 
nefs'. His regular and fobcr way of living 
has made his old Age fo hail and firong, thac 
he conftantly goes on foot, without ftandicg 
in need of a Coach or a Chair. His Clothes 
are very plain, but he takes care that many 
fiiould be fo* well clad as not to dread the 
iharpnefs of Winter. He will fcold at his 
Maid, and threaten to turn her offi if flic 
chances to break his Tife^ or to throw a- 
way a Match before both Ends of it be 
burnt ; and yet he won't feruple to give a 
Gafli-Note of ten or fifteen Pounds at every 
Char jty^Sermdn that is preach^ in this Town. 
Here \^ the Letter the good old Gentleman 
has lent me. 


* « 


'SIR, 

< T Have read with great pleafure your A- 

* JL pology for Vanity y and your Parallel of 

* our Manners with thofe of other Nations. 

* As I begin to apprehend the End and Scope 
*of your Writings much better than I did 

* when your two firft Letters came abroad, 
\ 1 heartily beg your pardon for the Cenfur es 
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I pafTcd upon them* Wbgt I now plainly 
fee, is, chac your Satire is the more uiefui, 
as it is conceard under a feeming compli- 
ance with the Vices of the Age. The 
gf eatpft Number of Men cannot defend their 
Canfe fo well as you da; but then they 
would be FoqI^ in good earnefl:, if they did 
not perceive tbe.Weakneis and Ridicule of 
your Argvunents^ notwithftanding the fide 
Varnilh you put on them. 
* I CANNOT bm blame thofe reverend 
Clergymen, who have been out of humour 
at the Story of the Trior's Sm. It coo- 
taios tio Reflexions upon (be whole body 
of thofe venerable Gentlemen, for whom, I 
dare fay, you have a great regard. It ex^ 
pofes nothing but what is eafily corrigible, 
and makes a fqfiictent difcrimination be- 
tween thofe who are, and thofe who arc 
not the proper Objeds of its Satire. I can 
therefore fee no harm in what vou have 
done. You intended to cure fbme prejudi^ ' 
ced Divines of that furious Party- Spirit 
which blinds them ; and to fhew how far 
Catmnefs and a Chriflian Moderation is 
more becoming their facred Chara^er than 
a fiery Ze^, which proceeds not from 
Thoi^ht or Reflexion. So that upon the 
whole, if the Order in general do you 
juflice, they will rather think you praife^ 
worthy than obnoxious to Cenfure. 

*it 
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^ I T is nataral for Men to become prolix 
when they treat of Subjeds they like ; this 
has been my Cafe at prefent : my fondneis 
for the Clergy has been like to make me 
forget a Requeft I have to yba» which is, 
that yon would animadvert on the exor- 
bitant growth of Luxury^ and all the Ex- 
cedes which are its Confequences. Your 
Friends Hibemtcus and Tnhlkola have al- 
ready taken this Matter in hand, and ex- 
erted a becoming Spirit in difcountenancing 
this Vice ; but the Enormity is come to 
(iich a height, as will well bear to have the 
Cenfures upon it frequently repeated. It is 
not confined to the Nobility and Rich only, 
but, as a contagious Diftemper, has fpread 
itfelf among all degrees of Men. What 
would our Anceftors fay if they could re- 
turn to the Worldj and lee in a private 
Family a Chariot for the Mafter and a Coach 
for the Lady of the Houfe? How great 
would be their Indignation in confidering 
all our coftly Furniture, and our Side- 
boards loaded with iucb a quantity of 
Plate, that the Value of it would afford 
a good Portion to a Daughter ? I do fiot 
mention the great number of Diflies and 
variety of Wines ufed at Entertainmients, 
becaufe you haVe touched upon this al* 
ready ; but is it not high time to give 
over thefe Extravagances ? And have not 
we juft reafbn to fear that if we do not, 
[ our Trade will foon decay, and confer 

• quentiy 
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^ quendy oar Country fall into the greatcil 
* Mifery and Confufion ?' 

/ am^ SIR, TourSy &c. 

Sampson Thrifty. 

• 

I A M obliged ro my Friend for becoming 
my Apologifl:. What he fays of the Clergy 
is very true ; I never intended to ipeak of 
the Order in general, than which I know 
none that ought to have better Souls. But 
as the Diflindion is pretty plain in my 
Letter, I need fay no more in my Vindi- 
cation. 

It remains now for me to confider the 
laft Paragraph of Mr. Thrifty s Letter ; and 
I muil own I cannot but think it in great 
mealure (uggelled by the Prejudices of old 
Age. Tbefe good Gentlemen are apt to 
think amifs of every thing except what they 
do themfelves, agreeable to what Terence 
fays in my Motto. I join with him, that 
if our Anceftors returnM into this World, 
they would be fbmewhat at a lols to know 
themfelves in their Defcendants, and fur* 
prized at the difference between the prefent 
Condition of Things and what they were at 
the time they left it. But after all, this 
would but betray their Weaknefs and Sim- 
plicity ; little difference being now made 
between Surprize or Admiration, and down- 
right Ignorance. 

I 
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I TAKE it there is a certain fixed Dofe of 
what is called Virtue and Vice interwoven ia 
the Manners of all Mankind This Dofe 
(to ufe a way of ipeaktng I have already 
employed) condenfes itfelf in one Country in 
the fame proportion it \^ rarefied in another, 
without ever lofing any thing of its fettled 
quantity. It is juft lik^ the Syftem of Mat- 
ter, which, tho unalterable in its Nature and 
Mafe, is continually circulating in the World, 
in an infinite number of vary'd Forms and 
Quantities, and which recovers, by the Ipa- 
ringneis uied in framing a Sfanijh Shape, as 
much of itfelf as had been prodigally lavifhM 
away in making up a T^utchman^^ Buttocks. 
Now it generally happens that the greater 
Dofe_ of Virtue^ ana the fmaller of Vice^ 
falls to the fhare of thofe States which are 
yet but in their Beginnings, or in an unfct- 
tled Condition : the reafon of this is plain ; 
every one allows that Virtue is ufeful and to 
be fought for, when it makes a Man find 
his private In tereft in the publick one of the 
Society to which he belongs ; and in a weak 
or beginning State^ this connexion between 
the private and publick Intereft is fb obvi- 
ous, that it cannot efcape the moft fuperficial 
Obfcrvation. 

When Rome was yet in her Infancy^ 
and furrounded with many warlike People 
who confpired its Ruin, each Citizen felt 
that the lols of a Battle would expoie bim 
apd his Family tp the mercilefs cruelty of 

the 
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the Conquerors ; this ialptred him with aa 
incredible Ardor and Coarage. Seeing he 
mnft ftand or fall with his Country, he took 
care by a frugal way of living to enrich the 
publick Trealiire with all he could fpare. 
He trained up bis Children in the fame Prin- 
ciples of Self*denial for his Country's fake ; 
and by manly Exercifes to (trengthened their 
Bodies, as to render them capable of ferving 
the Republick in the hardieft and mod labo- 
rious Expeditions. Honour came in too for 
a ihare» and excited tbofe Citizens to an 
emulation of each other in doing their EHity ; 
from whence arofe thole generous Extrava* 
gances which frequently uved th^t growings 
State, and which fome People do Uill read 
with great admiration. 

But when a Country has been fiippprted 
for ibme time by the Courage and Virtue of 
its firft Inhabitants ; when the Power and 
Wealth of it are confiderably increasM by 
their Fri^ality and Induftry, it is but reafbu- 
able that in its turn it fhould (iipport the 
riotous Exceffes of the People. The greater 
and richer the State grows, the more the 
'Tie of the private and publick Intereji is 
edipied ; (b that it often happens that a Man 
finds his private Happinefs in ruining and 
deftroying the public k one. If a Subje<9: of 
a great and flourifliing Kingdom gives himfelf 
op to all the Exorbitances of Oftentation, 
Luxury and Debauch ; and by the influence 

of 
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of his Example, excites whole Multicades to 
fall into the fame Couries ; the prefeot Raco 
of his Countrymen will but divert them* 
fel?es the better, and at the worie» none buc 
their Grand-children are in danger of paying 
for thefe Follies. It cannot be expeded that 
Men ihould carry their Love of their Coun- 
try lb far as Poftcrity ; but if fb, the way 
of living Mr. Thrifty condemns will the beft 
anfwer that End, in the way the Rational- 
lift^ like mod, I mean that it will oblige 
our Dcfcendants to have recourfe to Virtue 
as the only means of rectifying the bad 
Effe(9:s of our Diibrders. The private In^ 
tereji fhall again become united with the 
general one^ and our Poftcrity will think 
them infeparable ; ib that by their Cou- 
rage, Wifdom and Temperance, things will 
wholly be fet right, till they produce ano- 
ther Race, ^ho, by their Imitation of our 
way of living, will again compel their Off^ 
fpring to follow the Steps of Virtue. Now^. 
it is plain from theie Arguments (whiclT' 
are confirm^ by the Hiftories of all Ages 
and Countries) that the Succedion oiVir^ 
tue and Vice is exadly the fame with that 
oi fair and foul tVeather^ and that they 
equally depend on neceflary Caules. 

I HOPE what I have been faying will 
convince my good old Friend of the un- 
realbnableneis of his Complaints^ and that 
you and the World will judge, I have im* 

prov'd 
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l^rov'd the Logick of the Fabk of the Bees^ 
CO vety g6od purpofe. 

/ am, SIR, TouTFy &c. 

Isaac AlogIst^ 



rr 
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To thd Atif HOU of tlic Dublin ^ournaL 


Vimli dmor patria,^ 


m-^ 


ViRG 11; 



UttlCK Spirit ftiid the Love 
of a Ceufttry prdceed fr6m a Dil- 
pdfitldn fo very amiable, that 
We eafily forgive a thoufahd lit- 
tle Prejudices and Extravagances 
#hich fldw from them ; and ca» laugh at 
to hojbf^ Zedl, ejierting itfelf in a humo- 
TOtts ^hd whimfical naanrier, without being 
r6 the Ifeft offended. Nay, it often hap- 
p^9, that the Spirit ef Liberty, and a ge- 
nei'ousf Coweefn for the Pablick, receives 
^eat Afflftaiice from popular Prejudices, and 
TtrJgar Etro**. And indeed the Bulk of Man- 
kind afef animated to brave and virtuous Ac- 
cioris, By Confiderations which would per* 
baps iLpptzx trifling and afl>furd to Men of 
ToLIL U juft 
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jufl RefledioQ and Difcernmear, and who 
examined things with care and exadnefs. 

Many an honeft Engltjhman loves his 
Country, and would fpend his Blood in its 
defence, for Reafons, which are either not 
True, or luppofing them to be {o^ not impor- 
tant enough to juftify fuch an extraordinary 
degree of Affedion. London Bridge, and St. 
TauPs Cathedral being the fineft Buildings 
in the World, has been often improved into 
an Argument againft the Enemies oi England. 
The Excellency and Plenty of our B^ef and 
Mutton have helped to make a great ^ many 
Admirers of the Britijh Conftitution. Nor 
have there been wanting Inftances of bold 
Britons^ who have encountered, and actu- 
ally overcome fuperior Numbers of Enemies, 
by being ftrongly imprefled with the No^ 
tion, that their Country naturally produces 
better and braver Men, than are to be found 
among any other People in the Univerfe. 

These are certainly Prejudices, and to 
wife Men will appear pretty, extravagant 
too ;;but they are of an honeft kind, and 
capable of producing very beneficial and no- 
ble Effeds. And for that reaibn, good Pp-* 
licy, as well as good Nature, fliouTd incline, 
us to overlook the Strokes of Whim and Ri^^ 
dicule which appear in the Charaders where 
they prevail. They are Errors of that fort, 
concerning which Horace in one of his moft 
inftruc9:ive Satires, wifhes, ' \vt had the Vir- 
^ tue to reckon them honourable ahd praife- 
I * worthy** 
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* worthy ' A little Indulgence is always due 
to the Blemifhes of a virtuous Charadter ; 
becaufe there are few, perhaps, who have 
reached uncommon Strains of Virtue, with- 
out fbmething peculiar attending it ; Ibme 
darling Abfurdity, or favourite EnthuOafhi, 
which never fails to rife upper mod, upon 
any Agitation ; the Troof of great Minds, 
like that o^^ftrong Sfirits^ being often found 
in their bearing the Bubble. 

I HAVE been led into the(e Refledions, 
hy the perulal of a Treatife of Botany lately 
publifhed here,, under the Title of Synopfa 
Stirpum Hibernicarum^ wherein the learned 
Author has a very curious Remark on the 
Article of Potatoes. He takes notice of a 
Debate which has been among the Virtuosi 
whether we in this Country were originally 
iupplied with that nouriihing Vegetable by 
the Spaniards^ or from the Britijh Planta- 
tions ; and out of his great Zeal for the Tro- 
tefiant Religion, and the Liberties of his 
Country, ftrenuoufly maintains the latter O- 
pinion, and demonflirates them to be no lefs 
than Tarricides^ who adhere to the former. 
However whimficai this Notion may appear 
to fbme, I cannot help thinking it proceeded 
from a very commendable Principle in the 
Author, and Ihould be glad to iee it propa- 
gated among our common People, that they 
might aflbciate the Idea of Liberty and Pro- 
perty with that of Totatoes, and have as 
good a Stomach for the Defence of the one, 

U 2 as 
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as they ufually have for the Confumption of 
the other. 

In earneft, fuch little Prepofleflions in 
favour of our Country appear to mc not, only 
innocent, but highly convenient, as they 
may be the Means of flrengthning a virtooos 
Affedlion, and infpiring Men with gallant 
Refolmions. This is the natural EfTcca they 
have upon ignorant and antutorcd Minds* 
who are to be roufed up in the Caufe of their 
Country, and its Conftitution, by Motives 
quite different from thofe which influence Men 
of larger and clearer Views- People of grofs 
Apprchenfions muft be wrought upon by Me- 
thods adapted to their Capacity. Agreeable 
to this Principle, it has been the pradice of 
all wife States and Governors, to entertain 
their People with Shews and Spedlaclcs, 
which might warm their Imagination, and 
heighten the Ideas of a Community, and a 
Publick, with thofe of external Dignity and 
Splendor. The Solemnities made nfe of in the 
Adminiflrations of Juflice, and the pompons 
Appearance of Magiflrates, and publick Mf« 
niflers, upon thole or other extraordinary 
Occafipns, appear all to have been calculated 
with this View ; it being certain, that Men 
of Senfe can take no plealiire in fuch Forma* 
liti^s on any other account, than to attrad 
the Efteem and Reverence of the Multitude, 
and infpire them with a Veneration for the 
publick Orders and Inftitutions. Solemn 
Feafts, and fet J>ays of rejoicing, on prqjcr 

Occa« 
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Occafions, have alfo been frequently em- 
ployed to the fame purpofe, and have leldom 
failed being attended with very wholeibm 
Efieds. 

That I am not Angular in my Obferva- 
tions, tho it is no direct Proof of their juft- 
j^els, yet entitles me at lead to a great deal 
of Indulgence, if 1 am in an Error. For 
which reafbn, as well as for the fake of com- 
municating my Sentiments to my Readers in 
a much more ^reeable Drefs than I am able 
to give it them, I fhall borrow a Paflage from 
Mr. T hi lips, in one of his Free*Thinkers^ 
on this very Subjed:. 
^ There are publick Spedacles, (feys 
that ingenious Gentleman) that are not of 
fo refined a Nature, nor much attended to 
by Perfons of diftindiion ; which, never- 
thelefs, may be very proper, and have no 
fmall Influence upon the People for their 
good* Sqch, in particular, is the Lord 
Mayor^s Shew, in the City : Such arc the 
Iblemn Proceffions of Corporations ; or of 
any Trading Companies, or Artificers, on 
(tared Days. Thefe Pageantries ierve to 
infpire the Youth with a Love for their Pri- 
vileges, and their ieverai Vocations ; to 
quicken then* Indufliry ; and to make them 
ambitious of arriving at the Honours and 
Deities, which fall within their refpe<3:ive 
Scenes of Life. 

^ I T likewife becomes the Prudence ^ of a 
Magtftratet to inftitute publick Spedacles, 
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of an inferior kind, to be exhibited (at 
proper ,timcs) to the Populace ; Amufc- 
ments fuitable to their Capacity. The Art, 
in this Point, is to divert them with fuch 
Shews, as may let in, at their Eyes, fomc 
very popular and material Inftrudion ; and 
difpoie them to become true Ttoteftants^ 
and good Subjedls, while they rejoice. Of 
this kind, is the antient and laudable Cu- 
ftora of burning the Toj^e^ on the 5 th of 
November^ and in Comriiemoration of 
Queen Ellz^abeth, I am forry to fee this 
Ceremony is not performed, of late years, 
with the ufiaal Pomp and Triumph ; fince, 
under proper Regulations, it always has 
been, and always will prove, a (Ironger 
Antidote againft Topery^ to the Multitude, 
than all the Writings of our Reformers.' 
A Native of Ireland^ who loves his 
Country, and its Liberties, cannot help 
joining in this Gentleman's Complaint, when 
he oblcrvcs, that the Fourth of November^ 
which ufed to be celebrated with fo much 
Joy by the Proteftants of this Kingdom^ in 
memory of our glorious Deliverer King 
WILLIAM^ has not lately been ho- 
noured with the fame Solemnity and Accla* 
mations as formerly. It is true, we are not 
yet fb ungrateful as altogether to neglecS; 
it ; but yet the difcontinuance of the Honoii- 
Table Society at the Tholfell^ as it has the ap- 
pearance of bur growing wearied with it, 
may in time prodiice an abiblute indifference ; 

an4 
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and wear away, by degrees, the Memory 
of a Hero^ and an Event ^ which ought to 
be iacred to lateft Pofterity. Had he done 
the fame thing for fuch remote Nations as 
Chlna^ or Indoftan^ which he did for the 
Britijh Iflcs, his godlike Virtues would have 
entitled him to our Efteem and Admiration : 
much more then fhould they do fb, when we 
ourielves enjoy the Benefits of them ; and 
when the Fa<9; is yet fo recent, that many 
among us can' look back on the day of our 
Diftrefs, as well as of our Peliverance. 

The happy Influence this Society had on 
the publick Affairs, in a late time of danger^ 
is an invincible Argument for the Revival and 
Continuance of it. The Spirit of Liberty 
never breathed more nobly in any Nation, 
than it did at that time in ours. Like In^ 
Jpiration^ it proved catching ; and dif!ufing 
itfelf from the City to the Country, from 
thence was returned with new Warmth in the 
Reprefentattve Body of the Nation, where 
it broke out into Refblutions» that would 
have becoiiie a Senate of antient Greeks or 
Romans^ accompanied with all thofe Circum- 
fiances which render the Anions of iuch 
Great Ajjemblies illuflrjous and awful. If 
then, a Ceremony of this fort can be fo ufe- 
ful in difficult and critical Conjundfaires, 
there can be no reaibn for laying it afide 
before we are intirely rid of all Apprehen* 
fions from the fame quarter, which, I am 
afraid, is fioc yet our Cafe. The Enemies 

U4 of 
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of our Conditucion have neither quitted tl^^if 
Antipathy, nor their AtteipptS againfl it. 
We lee daily endeavours uied to poiibn the 
Principles of the People, both s^s to Reli- 
gion and Government- Tarker^s Hiftpry of 
his Times, and Fiddes^s Life of Cardinal 
Wolfey^ are Inftances qf this ; which feem 
calculated with no other d^fign, than to 
rai(e Prejudices againft (h? Priqciples of 
Liberty^ and the Reformation^ uqder thQ 
notion of lacrilegious £ncroachn]|ent$ oq th^ 
Rights of the Crown, and the Church ; 
which, according to (h$m, ought to divide 
^the Spoils, and difpofe of th? Eftfttcis aod 
Confciences of Mankind ac jh^ir pli^ai^r^, 
It is therefore the duty of thofe whp «9 
Friends to their Country, a&d (be Lgvvs of 
it, to u(e all innocent apd kgal Methods (q 
animate the Zeal of the common People 
againfl: all Maxims which tepd to. Slavery 
and Superftition, to di0ei»inMe which %^ 
mongfl: them we Jee {o gr^gt IndaP^fy aivj 
Afie^ation. For whi^h good Purpoi^ ( 
know no Courfc left eijeeptip©aW? ihan |^f 
annual Commemoration of cim former J>^ 
livorances. nor which giv«s fq grcj^t pfftba-? 
bility of Succeis. 

I A M fenfible» that what | hav?. &id QR 
this Occafion will give a handle ioj (axing 
me with breaking a Rtde I hav§ liji4 Jqws 
for my Condud in tliQle Papers, m% %9 
mcddlQ with ^arijrMamrs. T© whif b | 
#iall give a very fhoit Atfww ; T^f Jf 
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cannot 'andeiftand how exprefling an honeft 
and fuKCCFC AttacbmeQC to tb« I^aws of my 
Conntry can be c«Ue4 fiding with a Party. 
A Refledion of this fort, to fey the beft of 
it we can, is very indecent. My Ftiend, 
Mr. JUgifl, and I, have undergone a good 
deal of Cenfore akeady on this fcore ; as if 
we had defcrtcd our firft Defign, and re- 
fblved to turn ^Political LeSiurers. I am 
confident, neith^ of us ever bad this in out 
thoughts. But at the fame time, I believe 
it is his Opinion, as well as mine, that ex- 
pref^ng pur Zeal for the GOOD OLD 
CAVSE of Liberty y and the Briti/b Coa* 
flitutiop, can be no ways inconiiftent with 
gQ hon^ latention of makii^ our Labouri 
chiefly fubfervient to the Interefts of Reafim 
and Virtue ; which i^ all I ihall iay m vin- 
dication either of him, or my feif, 

I am, SIRt yours. Sec 

Hi^is&Nicas. 
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N^ 88. Saturday, December ^, 1726. 

To HlBERNICUS. 
O forluitatcs Kimium! fuaji kmnmint. Virgil. 

SIR, 

:SEND yoD the two following 
\ Traoflations from Horace, with- 
I out any farther Preface or Apo- 
logy, Chan pleading the Liberty 
you have fo often already given 
me of the fame kind. 

/ am your very humhk Servant, 

MasoPHiLns. 

HORACE. Book I. Ode iv. 
'THE Snows arejled ; along the Tlain 

J^^' ^"fi '"'fli>Wry Mantle /f reads ; 
The Trees a comely Load fuftain, 

Andwarve in Air their flowing Heads. 

The Earth its gayefl Robes futs on ; 
. The muddy Rivulets refine : 
And fiher'd with tU incumbent Sun, 
The limfid Currents gx/lyjhine. 

The 
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The Graces feel th' indulgent Change^ 
And dance before the tuneful Swain ; 

Along the Valleys naked range ^ 
And beautify the fainted Plain. 

My Lord, the fmft revolving Tear^ 
The fleeting Seajbns let us know 9' 

There is no true Terfe£fion here^ 
Mo lafting Hapjpinefs below. 

The Winter Storms, when Spring returns^ 
To Zcphy r V Jofter Whijhers yield ; 

Springs gaudy T^refs the Summer burns ^ 
And loads with ripening Corn the Field. 

With Apfles crowned J and yellow Sheaves ^ 
Fair Ceres then begins her Reign : 

But Jbon the Earth all naked leaves^ 
And doleful Winter comes again. 

Tet Time thofe daily Waftes repairs\ 
The Stars again reftore the Springs 

Produce new Seajbns, 0nd new Tears^ 
And move in an eternal Ring. 

But more unhappy we become. 
Mere Shadows^, and to Atoms fly ^ 

Whene'er the Fates pronounce our Tioom^ 
And cruel ^Pluto bids us die. 

Who knows if Heanfn another *Day 

Will add to thofe already paft^ 
Or /hatch us, infiantly away^ 

And make theprefent Gajp our kft ? 

The 
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The Goods of Life then freely ufe, 
And gratify a liberal Mind ; ' 

Tkf greedy Heirfhall ne'er abufe 
A fVeaUbyon cmmt leave behind. 

Once you have kffyour native Earth 
To wander on the Stygian Shore j 

The Honours of a noble Birth 
fVillj^lead in thy behalf no more. 

No more thy awful Doom once read, 
fFill then thy Eloquence prevail j 

Nor Tiety itfelf evade 
A Sentence nothing can repeal. 

Herchaftefl Votary tofave, 
Thechafteft Goddefsftrives in vain. 

Hid in the Hungem of the Grave, 
And bound with a» eternal Chain. 

Nor kfs in vain the gloomy Shades 
'Did Theieus greatly bold, explore^ 

And fupplicate the fatal U^ds, 
His dear Pirithous to refiore. 

* 

EPOD II. 

B^^f^l' '*' ^**' "^^ jreefrtm vjorUfy Cares ^ 
And Cajh at Ufe, m change of Fortune fears ; 
But, like tht amiem uncwrupted Race, 
Ointem with rural Jojs, and btme-ftlt Ptace, 
Some fruitful patrimmal Acres pkt^hs, 
Whtch larseh Uefs bis Lakm a^ bis Vms. 

No 
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No Trumpet* s warlike Din difturbs hisfleep^ 
Nor boifterom Storms y when harrowing up the Deep* 
He goes not into Cmrts ; or if he goes ^ 
He fees no Lawyer, for he has m Foes ; 
And free from all Dependence on the Great y 
Difdains to cringe^ or hang about their Gate. 
Sweet are his Labours : he or prunes his Vines y 
And rounti tall Elms their tender Branches twines ; 
Or lops thefruitlefs vagrant Boughs away^ 
Engrafting new Ones y as the old decay ; 
Or from the Hills his bleating Flocks furveySy 
Asfauntring thro* feejuefterd Vales they graze: 
Ambrojial Sweets be plunders from the BeeSy 
And from thefickly Lambs the wealthy Fleece. 
Then when rich Autumn rears above the Ground 
His comely Head with golden Apples crown^dy 

. How joyful Jhakes he down the mellow Pears, 
The fweet Reward and Produli of his Cares ; 
And rojy Grapesy whofe living Colours vie 
IVith Cx(3,r s Mantle, and the Tyri^n Dye! 
Nor -want their liberal Offerings from each Tree 
For thecy Priapus, and Sylvanus, thee. 
IVeariedy hejbelters in thefilent Shade, 
Which antient Oaks harve venerable made ; 
Or on the matted Grafs'^ ■ " Oh, gemly tread! 
Earth *s flow*ry Lapj h^ lies fupinely fpread. 
There whilft fome lingering Stream rolls Jkw along, 

, And Linnets chime their fofi complaining Song^ 
And beating Time, the bubbling Fountain flows. 
His Soul dijfolvesy and Jinks infoft Repofe. 

NOR are his Pleajures banrfi^d, when the Tear 
Retreating^ bids the Winter Storms appear ; 
TVhcn clothed in white the haggard Hills arefeen. 
Naked the Treesy and defolate the Green. 
For then attended with a hollowing Train 
Of well- breathed Hounds, he f cowers thefroz^en Plain, 

- Drives 
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Drives mighty Boars into the fatal Snare^ 
And makes a Captive of the winding Hare ; 
Lays fraudful Baits the greedy T'hrujh to gain. 
And boafis among his Spoils theftalking Crane. 
Blefi withfucb Pleafures, who would /loop to wear 
The Chains of Love, or languijb for the Fair ! 
But if he have a loving faithful Spoufe, 
Tofiare the Toil of Children and the Houfe, 
Great are his Joys, his Happinefs compl^at. 
If Happinefs for Mortals be in Fate. 
Such was the Sabine, fuch the Apulian Dame, 
Of Sua- burnt Beauty, but utitamijb'd Fame : 
Nor yet unlovely in thofe Charms tbatprovd 
How much they Virtue, and their Husbands lovd. 
She, when fiotigtidher Goodman home retires. 
Meets him with wholefom Fare, and roujing Fires ; 
Shuts up the well-fed Cattle in their Stall, 
And brimming fetches in the Milking Pail ;- 
Brivlgs fparkling Claret in an ample Cup, 
And fo a home-Jpun Supper drefjes up. 
Let the Luxurious^ lolling at their Eafe^ 
Call Plaife and Ttirbitfrom the difiant Seas^ 
And Jlobber Oyfiers infalacious Brine ; 
Thefefimple Cotes, and only thefe, be mine* 
Nor Partridge^ nor the cojily Bird that flies. 
Marked for DefiruBion, in Nuraidian Skies, 
In my Account fofweet a Banquet yield 
As the mean ProduSls of a Sabine Field ; . 
Olives, and Sorrel, cheap, but wholefom Foo d 
And Sage, that gently purifies the Blood i 
A Fatling kilVd upon a Feflal Day, 
Or Kidjuft refctidfrom the Breads of Prey. 
Amidfi thefe Feafls how pleased Jbould I behold 
My wanton Flocks come leaping to their Fold : 
My weary d Oxen marchirigfrom the Plough, 
And breathing as beneath the Toke they bow! 
How pleased at Night obferve the rufiick Crew 
Around my Hearth their ctumfy Mirth purfue ! 

When 
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IVh&e all 'Things then to. give me Joy coufpiye ; 
Loud laugh the Cloivns, and gayly burns the Fire, 

Thus Alpheus/i/^, and felz^'d with fomejlrange 
Calls in his Cajh^ and thinks to buy a Farm. (Charm^ 
But ere the fleeting Moon was in her TVane^ 
The JVretch'had^t it om to Ufe again. 


— \ 
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To the AuT HO a of the Tiublin Journal, 

¥l^ere ji uequeo fupros^ Acheronta movebo. ViK,. 

SIR, 

H I N G S uuuTual always create 
lome degree of Surprize, lefs or 
more, in proportion to the fize 
of Mens Underftandiog, and their 
Knowledge of Mankind. Cuflom 
very often gets the better of our Judgment, 
and by familiarizing us to Objedls, impofes on 
us a great many Uiages as highly rational, and 
even nccedary , which in fad: are far other wife ; 
and on the contrary, prejudices us againfl: un- 
common Appearances as abfurd and unnatu- 
ral, however decent and comely they may 
be found upon a fair Examination. 
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A Frequent Repeticioa of the iaoM 
Pra(flice gives xxi a great facility ib the pm* 
iiiit of it, and readers every contrary Action 
not only abhorrent^ but ibmetimes impofllble 
in the Performance. Heqce proceeds that al» 
mofl: inviolable Actachin#t we may obferve 
in the People of evcjjy* mtion to their own 

pectilisr Mfltracfs And Coftestf , Md rbeir 

Antipathy and Cofitempt fw thde of thik 

Neighbours. Ej;om their early In&ncy they 
have been enured to the foiriBer ; they hay« 
ailbciated to tb^n Ideas of Dignity, Beau- 
ty, and Convenience, and (bmetimes of Sanc- 
tity and Religion. Bat pereeiving no fnch 
Refemblances in the latter, and confiderii^' 
them only in their difference from what ii 
pradtifed among themfelves, they ftaitk at 
the firft view, and can hardly conceive a 
thought about them, which is Efdt foil of the 
Delbrmed, the Mdnfttou*, and the tJdna^ 
rural. 

Sometimes this tfifpofitibrt , Hamouf^ 
or whatever we pleaft to call it, exerts itfelf 
rn a laudable manner, and helps to ccrnfirm 
Men in the ptitfiiits of Hbnout aud VitttH i 
to inlpire them with the totd of LtBtfrfy ; 
and to make them Admircts bf Legal Ifiilitu* 
tionS and Adwinifti^ation*, in oj^pofitSort td 
tmlimited Power, and flutSbatin^ W?ff ^td 
Pleafore. At other times it appears vef y difi 
ferently , and is no final! fopport to the Ciufe 
of Barbarity and Slavery. It can reconcile 
Men to Vice and t© Mifery ; make them 

imagine 
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Hnagine a Happinefs in Want and Wooden 
Shoes ; and give them an Averfion to every 
thing manly, generous, and liberal. 

In things indifierent, which have no influ- 
ence either on the Good or Hurt of Society, it 
is certainly Miens Wifdom, and may be fome- 
times their Virtue, to comply with it ; to 

Erevent the Odium of Singularity on the one 
and, and the Confufions which may be oc- 
caiioned by an endeavour to aboliih antienc 
Ufi^es on the other. And the Ule which 
wife Men ought to make of vulgar Prejudices 
of this forty is to make them fiiblervient to 
ufeful and valuable Pqrpofes. This \s what, I 
believe, may be done oy a great many things 
which will not bear thcTeftof ftrica 'Reafoa 
and good Senfe. Nature has in many cafes 
given us no fixed Standard, whereby to ad- 
jufi: our external Demeanour, but left us to 
be guided in thofe things according to the 
Genius and Circumftances of the refpedive 
Communities into which Men happen to be 
incorporated. 

But with refpe(^ to (uch Cuftoms as either 
may, or a(3:ually have an ill tendency, by 
debauching . Mens Minds, confounding the 
Underftanding, or corrupting the Afiedtioqs ; 
it is the duty of every one, as far as his In- 
fluence extends, to (lem the Torrent, and 
oppofe the prevailing Humour by all fair and 
jimifiable Methods. And in this cafe, it may 
be both reafonable and ufeful, to attack the 
Power of Cuftoffl itfelf, and Ihew the abfur- 
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dity of giving into any Ufages on that fcorc 
alone, by inftancing, in other Nations, how 
jt has given a Sandiori to things which we 
look upon with Horror and Indignation. 

When Men are got this length, to com- 
pare the Manners and Cuftoms of other Peo- 
ple with their own, there will arile this Ad- 
vantage from it, that they will be lefe pre- 
pofTels'd in favour of themfelves than for- 
merly, and abate of that Haugbtinefs, and 
inhofpitable Contempt of Strangers for which 
fome Nations are fb remarkable. They wilJ 
learn to have a Reverence for Mankind ; to 
forbear making their own favourite Notions 
and Opinions a llandard for all others ; and 
to lay down fuch Maxims and kules for 
their own Condud:, as may prevent the juft 
Cenfure, or Ridicule of aqy part of the Hu* 
man Species, from turning on jthemfelves. 

The Inhabitants of Eurafe, who boaft 
themfelves the politeft and mod civilized part 
of Mankind, are, upon all occafions, ex- 
ceedingly facetious on the Manners and 
Cuftoms of the poor Barbarians^ who pot 
fefs the other three great Continents. Yet 
tfaefe latter feem, for. the moft part, to follow 
Nature much more clofely than we do. The 
many Volumes of Voyages and Adventures^ of 
Itineraries and Tilgrimages^ which have been 
pubiifhed among us, to difplay their Rude- 
neis and Barbarity, give us indeed a fair Oc- 
cafion to pity them for their want of many 
Advantages which we enjoy, by the means 

of 
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of Letters and vCommerce ; but afford us 
very little ground of triumphing over them, 
either as to the natural Superiority of our 
Underftanding, or the Purity of our Virtue. 
Their Piety, however miftaken they are, 
as to the Obje<3: or Expreffion of it, is gene- 
rally fervent and unaffected; and their Com- 
merce with Mankind fair and honeft. with-> 

* 

out any Art or Dilguife, except what they 
have acquired from lome Refinements the po* 
lite Europeans have imparted to them. 

As for other Matters, I do not find that 
we greatly excel them, unleis in this one 
Point, that we have a great many Inven- 
tions for fupplying Wants of our own mak- 
ing, concerning which thefe Savages have 
not the leaft* notion. Their Habits indeed, 
their Forms of Salutation, their Methods of 
Gallantry and Courtfhip, and their Paftimes 
and Recreations, appear extremely uncouth 
and ridiculous to us. But they are more than 
even with us ; for ours appear much more 
(b to them. The Queftion then is, Whether 
we or they have reafbn to laugh ? Indeed 
neither. For while fuch Cuftoms are fb re- 
gulated, as to do po body hurt, and to an- 
1 wer the feveral innocent Ends of thofe who 
ufe them, there is nothing in any of them 
either unreafonable or ridiculous ; and to de- 
*fpile and contemn Men on account of them, 
is the efiedt only of Prejudice and Igno- 
rance. 

X 2 The 
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The Cafe alters much, where any Cufiom 
either aofwers no End at all in Life, or an ill 
one. There the Ridicule is both juft and u(e* 
fu]. But then it ought not to Be confined to 
one Side only. If we Jaugh at our Neigh- 
bours, we muft allow them to laugh at us ; 
and examine whether they may not h^ve as 
much Reafba on their fide, as we on ours. 
The Sentiments of other Nations concerning 
us may be ierviceablc, in fetting us on com- 
paring our Manners with Nature and Rraibn, 
and difcovering our own Errors wd Blindfides. 
Our Partiality to oorfelves will nor fometimes 
juffer us to fearch into this Matter, tUl others 
have given us the hint, by making the Ob<* 
iervation before \&. Molt Men are flow at 
finding out their own Faults, ' which they 
would keep concealed, if poflible, even firom 
thenrfelves. It gives us pain to behold our 
own Deformities ; and the fear left we fhould 
find any iuch in our Portraiture, in fpite of 
our Vanity, often damps the Defire of hav- 
ing it drawn. It were therefore to be wifhed, 
that as our Language abounds with a multi- 
t;ude of Books containing Accounts of the 
Manners and Cuftoms of moft Countries in 
the World, befides (everal others which are 
not to be found in it ; io thoie foreign Na« 
tions to whom we have done this Honour, 
would return us the Compliment, and after 
having fojourned among us, afford us an Op- 
portunity- of knowing their Opinion of fbmc 
of our favourite Cuuoms and Amufements, 

which 
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which are eileemed of the mofl; polite and 
agreeable kiod ; that by comparing them 
with the natural Notions of People of lels 
Knowledge and Experience, we might form a 
Judgment of the Reafonable, or the Ridicu- 
lous, in the feveral parts of our Conduifl. 

Some European Authors have done the 
Britijh Iflands this Honour already. But the 
Genius of mo(l of the neighbouring Nations 
is {o near akin to our own, and our Cudoms 
fo nearly refemble each other, that we can 
receive little Inftrudion from them, except in 
matters of leiTer confequence. I ihould be 
more curious to read the Remarks made up- 
on us by fome of thofe People whom we 
term barbarous. A Friend of mine informs 
me, he has fome Memoirs of this fort, writ* ' 
ten by a Siamefi^ who refided fome time in 
England. If I could prevail on him to pub- 
iifh the whole, I am perfiiaded, it would be 
a ufeftil and entertaining Prefentto the World. 
In the mean time, he has given me leave to 
communicate the following Paflage to the 
Publick, which feems to have a very fatirical 
meaning in it, tho liich as I leave the Reader 
himfelf to unriddle. 

* The Inhabitants of thefe two little 

♦ Iflands (meaning Great Britain and Ire^ 

♦ land) pretend to adore only one fiipreme 

* God^ and to be intirely freed from all 

• kinds of Superftition. But I cannot be» 

• lievc the Profeffions of thefe Infidels. For 

• befides the living Deities, to whom they 

* d«ily ofjer their Vows, they have a multi- 

X tj * tudo 
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rude of others, whom they are every mo- 
meut invoking ; ^Demons with ftrange abo- 
minable Names, chat were never heard of 
on this fide the Great Water. 
^ They are ever and anon addrefling 
themlelves to one or other of thefe Gods, 
and upon the very fmalleft Occafions ; which 
is a Proof of their Superftition. There arc 
fo many of them, that it is almofl impoffi- 
ble to reckon them up. However, there 
feem to be feveral Orders of them- Some 
of the lower Ranks of them, fuch as Lardj 
Egad, Ifackins^ and Odsbodifdns^ are cal- 
led upon very familiarly, and without much 
Ceremony, or any extraordinary appearance 
of Devotion. Thefe feem to be looked up- 
on as a good-natured kind of Beings, in regard 
the Women of the Country, and other ef- 
feminate Perfons, very like Women, are 
their mod frequent Worlhippers* Their Chil- 
dren arc very early taught to adore them ; 
and you will hear them ftammering their 
Prayers to them, as foon as they are able 
to Ipeak. 

*BuT there are other Beings, w^homthey 
regard more awfully, and pay Homage to 
with much greater Solemnity. Of this 
number is T^ammee^ a powerful T^emonj 
had in great veneration by all who go to 
the Wars; as is alio Blood and' Wounds^ 
who is yet reckoned more powerful, and 
addrefled to with the moft profound Adora- 
tion, I have beep often at a lofs to under- 

' ftand 
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Hand what is their Opinion concerning this 
Divinity,' in regard I have frequently heard 
them fpht his Name in their Service, and 
call him fbmetimes only Bloody and fome- 
times Wounds ; To that I have often imagin* 
ed they worfhipped ibmetimes the one half 
of him, and fometimes the other, to ex- 
prefs the greater Devotion. But at lad I 
concluded that thefe were two diftincSt Divi- 
nities, a Male and a Female^ who being 
married together, they fometimes invoke 
them ieparately, and fometimes in conjunc- 
tion. 

^ I have feen a Mandarin chaftifing his Slave 
almoft to Death, and craving alliftance all 
the while from Blood and Wounds^ with 
much fervency and trepidation. The Dri- 
vers of certain Leathern Machines, wherein 
the Rich and Lazy are drawn by Horfes, 
are hkewife moft religious Adorers of this 
Divinity, I alfo obferved, that the Com- 
mander of the Veflel, in which I was tranlpor- 
ted over the great Water, never applied him- 
felf to any other Power ; but was very con- 
ftant in his Invocations to this, elpecially 
during the Sealbn of high Winds* 

•Besides thefe invifible Deities, there 
are fcveral inanimate Idols, to which they 
faaifice ; as I have lately had occafion 
to obferve in one of their religious Aflem- 
blies, at which I was prefent oijt of cu- 
riofity. 

1 Ther^.* 
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'There was in the Place a large roan<) 

* Altar, covered with Green, and adoraec} 

* with many lighted Tapers ; around which a 

* great Number were feated in the fame man- 

* ner as we are at our domeftick Sacrifices. 

* Just as I entered, oneof thcfe, who uf, 

* all appearance was the Prieft, threw upon 

* the Altar the loofe Leaves of a fmallBook, 
- * which he held in his hand. Upbn cbefe 

* Leaves were reprefentcd feyeral Figures very 

* ill painted ; but which were probabljr the 

* Images of the Deities they were at that time 

* worlhipping : For in the order as they were 

* diftributed, every one of the AfTembly laid 

* down before his Image an Oblation^ ac«* 

* cording to the Greatnefs of his Devotion : 

* And, which I particularly remarked, thefe 

* Offerings were confiderably greater than 
' thofe they ufually make in their publick 

* Temples. 

• This Solemnity over, the Prieft laid his- 
' Fland trembling on the Remainder of the 
f Book, and Teemed for ibme time immova* 
^ ble, being wrapt up in the Contemplation 

* of his God. The reft, likewife in fafpenfe, 
^ waited attentively on his Motion. At laft, 

* upon every Leaf he turned, the different 

* Worfliippers appeared differently agitated by 

* the refpediive i>emons by whom they were 

* pojfejfed. One feems to lift up his Hands tp 
f Heaven withPraife and Thankfulneis. Ano- 

* ther looks at his Image, and after gnaibing 
, * his Teeth, curfes it. A third bites hi$ 

« Finger?, 


^ Fingers^ ilamps, and writhing his Face 

< and Body a thoidand different ways, cafts 
^ every thing human oat of his Countenance, 
^ and ieems no longer a Man. At length 

< the Prieft himfelf, upon turning a Leaf, \s " 

* ieized with Fury, and full of the "Demon^ 
^ tears the Book, and fcatters it ; ov.erturns 
^ the Altar, and blafphemes at the Sacrifice. 
^ Nothing is heard but Groans and Complaints, 
^ Cries and Exclamations, intermixed with 
^ broken Sighs» and half*formed muttering 
^ Reqtiefis made to their Gods ^ammee^ and 
^ Blood and Wounds. 

^ A T fight of thefe things, my Heart failed 
^ within me ; and I could not but conclude 

* the Supreme GOD^ whom they pretend 
^ to adore, to be a jealous Being, who to pu* 
^ nilh them ibr facrtficing to others, lends 

* among them thefe evil Spirits^ to vex and 
^ torment them, in this terrible manner. 

/ am^ SIR, Tours, &c. 
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N*' 90. Saturday, December 17, 1726. , 
To the A u T H o R. of the 1)uhlin Journal. 

Nee meus hie fermo efl. •• ' ■ H o K. 

SIR, 

A V 1 N G ihewn in my laft how 
ufeful it may be to any People to 
know the Sentiments of their 
Neighbours concerning their Man- 
ners and Culloms ; I ihall not need 
to apologize for making up this Day's En- 
tertainment with the following Refle(9ions 
of an ingenious Foreigner on the Temper and 
CharaiSer of the People of England. I will 
not take upon mc to juftify aU his Reflec- 
tions, or anfwer for the truth of every Ob- 
fervation. Yet I am convinced, that what 
he fays highly deferves our Confideration, 
on a much better account than barely to 
gratify ourCuriofity, io knowing what other 
People think or fay concerning us. 

* It leems to me the gefieral Charadler of 

* the Englijh, that they have cither great 

* Virtues, or great Vices, and very often a 

* mixture of both. Eor notwithftandiog they 
' have abundance of good Senfi, there is fome- 

* thing 
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thing of Caprice that always goes aloDg 
with it. They have gcneralJy great Souls ; 
and their Inequalities let them as often above 
other Nations, as they make them fall Ihorc 
of them. The moft part of them have I- 
magination ; but the Fire of it relembles 
that of their Coals, in having greater Warmth 
than Brightnefs. They fpeak but little, and 
almoft every thing they (ay is Sentiment. 
They make Refledions upon things, and 
underftand the real Worth of them the bet- 
ter, that they confider them with their own 
Eyes, and have the Courage to judse for 
themfelves. Content with tneir Condition, 
if it be but tolerable, they feldom make any 
great druggies to render it better. Very 
few Englijhmen go abroad to feek their 
Fortunes ; but for the Honour of thofe few 
who do fo, we may fay, that there is hard* 
ly one of them who does not iucceed. 
They enjoy what they have, and live a- 
greeable to their Inclinations, in which there 
is nothing blameable, but that thoie Incli- 
nations are fometimes not over elegant. In 
other things they are reafonable enough in 
their Expence, endeavouring lefs to appear 
happy, than to be fo in reality. And by 
this means, in moft things we may obferve, 
that they make their Happinefs depend on 
themfelves. They give themfelves very 
little trouble for wh^t others think concern- 
ing them ; and take as little notice of what 
they do. They a(3; boldly againft any 

* CuftoziiS: 
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Cuftoms, however well eftabliflied, when- 
ever they happen to difagree either with 
their Opinions or Inclinations. They ge« 
nerally regard Addreis and Behaviour very 
Uttle; but they cultivate their Reaibn, and 
dare to make uie of it in the BuKinels of Life, 
as well as in other things. It is not unufual 
"^ among them to retire from Employments, 
and prefer a private obfcure Life to Honour 
and Grandeur. As they enjoy Life better 
than is done elfewhere, fo we may fay, that 
they are more eafily fatisfied with it, and 
quit it with lels reluctance. This is the true 
Pidiurc of an EngUJhman^ an Englijhman 
of Merit, and not engaged in any violent 
Puriuits ; a Charader made up of a happy 
Compofition oi Indolence rndgood Senfe. 
^ T H E R E are however certain Occafions 
wherein it appears that Indolence is his go- 
verning Paflion. He hates Difficulties and 
Trouble, and is unhappy when he finds 
himfelf engaged in them. Long Puriuits 
diihearten him, and he \% prefently put up- 
on cutting any thing which he finds Qifficalt 
to untie. In whatever does not belong to 
him he is credulous ; and rather than be at 
the trouble of inquiring into the truth, gives 
eafy credit to whatever is told him. And 
hence it is, I apprehend, that there are {o 
many Stories told \x\ this Country of Spirits 
and Apparitions. I Ihall perhaps hereafter 
have occafion to give you fevcrai other 
Proofs of their Indolence, as well as of tbeit 

^goo4 
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ood Sen/e. Whenever they forlake this 
^^ they forlake it altogether, and become 
the moft unreaibnable of Men ; violent in 
their Defires, impatient under Misfortunes^ 
incapable of remedying them, and fo tran- 
(ported in their Anger, as to flrike them- 
lelves in the Face with their Fifts, which 
they alio frequently do upon very fmall oc- 
cafions of Grief : for upon the greater ones 
they come fbmetimes to more violent Re- 
iblutions. In one word, the Englijh ap- 
pear to me always in extremes, and ran the 
greyed lengths oiVice^ or reach the highefi; 
pitch of Virtue. 
^ A s to Religion, one may venture to fay, 
that every Engli/hman is refolved to have 
one without Faults, at leaft what he ima- 
gines to be fb, or to have none at all ; and 
that this Country, contrary to all others, is 
without Hypocrites. But however that be, 
the number of determined Libertines is much 
greater here than elfewhere ; which however 
ought not to refled any diflionour on the 
Nation, fince thofe only are Libertines here 
who would be Hypocrites elfewhere : and it 
is eaiy to determine, which of thole forts of 
People are the worft. There are alfo in this 
Country abundance of Fanatic ks^ or People 
ib called ; which is another ftrong Proof, 
that the Englijh are very ready to fall into . 
Parties, and are zealous in their attachment 
to them. Among theie there are feveral, 
who have formed the moft extravagant 

^ Schemes 
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Schemes of Religion. On the other hand» 
I believe, there are in England abiindaoce 
of People of Iblid and rational Piety ; as 
appears by the number of good Books of 
Devotion among them, which are without 
doubt the Produdions of religious and vir- 
tuous Men. The fimple and wholefom 
Morality they contain, fhews them to have 
been written by Men of Learning ; beiides 
that there are ibme of theie Books which 
are univerfally applauded, whofe Author 
has neverthelefs thought fit to keep himielf 
unknown ; a Proof of^ his being railed far 
above thofe Views which the Learned pro- 
pofe to therafelves by their Works. 
^ T H E Englijh bear Greatneis tolerably 
well, and appear very little pufi^'d up with 
it. I belieVe you will fcarce ever hear it 
faid among them, A Man of my ^ality^ 
A Terjon of my Rank. They alfo carry 
themlelves very modeftly in their Profpe- 
rity, which they make little oftentation of 
in their Expences. No Englijhman ever 
tired me with ipeaking about his Coach or 
his Equipage. They keep indeed always a 
good Table ; and that is one of the firft 
things they eltabliih. After the Table comes 
the Miftrefsy whom they entertain at an 
extraordinary Expence. And tho all this 
were not a iufficient Argument, that Ava- 
rice is not the Vice of the Englijh, but that 
they go more readily into the other Ex- 
\ treme, yet we may fee it very evidently 

Mn 
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in the prodigious Number of Phyficians, 
Lawyers, and Aftrologers, who are in great 
Reputation among them, and. turn their 
Anairs to very good account. Add to this 
the Folly of their Falhions, and the Sump- 
tuoufnefs of their Monuments, and Funeral 
Solemnities, by which means great Sums of 
Money are confumed. Among other things, 
i have obferved at their Funerals, a Set of 
Mourners, or People called by that name, 
who (eem to Hll their place much better than 
tbofe whqm the Antients employed for that 
purpofe. For as the Englifl? have fomc- 
times very little real Sorrow under their 
Mourning, which yet the Ceremony de» 
mands, it feems but reafbnable that they 
fhould be indulged a counterfeit Sorrow. I 
only mean, that they are a little infenfible» 
unlefs when tranfported by fome extraordi* 
nary Paflion : in which ca]^ they are often 
found to run into the other Extreme. 
M T is uiually faid to be a part of their 
Character, that they are exceeding change- 
able ; and the Reafon pretended for this is 
the Variableneis of the Air and Climate in 
which they live. For my part, I am per- 
fuaded, the only Reafon why they appear 
more chai^eable than others, is becauie 
they will not bear the lead confiraint, and 
are always proud to fecm what they really 
are ; an Efled: of their Indolence and Cou- 
rage. As for what may be alledged with 

re|>e<A to the changeablenefs of their Con- 

* dxxdt 
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^AnA towards their Princes* it may perhaps 
^ be well enoi^h accounted for by their ha* 
^ viDg had Princes* who not liking the Li* 
^mits iet to their Power, endeavoored to 
^ alter the Conftitntion, and fb obliged their 

< SobjeiSs to alter their Behaviour to them : 
' A Proceeding, which very often oi^t to 
^ be aicribed to their good Senfe« 

^ T H E R E is one Atom; proof, that the 
^ EngUJh are not (b eafily chained, as is com*" 
^ moniy imagined ; which is, that Advice 
^ never has any influence upon them, after 
^ they have once taken their Reiblution, which 
^ they do very ftddenly, and no leis fudden- 
^ ly put it in execution. This is evident in the 
^ numbers of People who defltroy themfelves,, 
^ and the many unequal Marriages made a- 

< mong them. This briskneis of Relbfaitioa 

< is fo much the Charader of this People, that 

< it \% no rare thing among them for young 

< Women to make a Vow ^to marry the firu 
^ Man they meet with in the Streets, which 
^ they afterwards aduiaily perform. . In all 

< this however, there appears a mixture of 
^ that Fiercenefs^ which is indeed at the 

< bottom of their antient Character. For the 
^ reft, they feem to retain Something of eve- 
^ ry one of the different Nations by whom 
^ they have been conquered. They drink, 
^ like the Saxons ; they love Hunting,; like 

* the "Danes ; the Normans have left among 

• them their Chicanery and Knights of the 
^ Poft ; they derive ftom the Romans their 

2 ^ Fondnefs 
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Fondnefs for cruel Spedaclcs, and their Con- 
tempt of Death ; unlefs thefe two laft arc 
rather to be afcribed to their natural Temper. 
They abound alio in Charad:ers which feem 
very inconfiftcnt ; they arc charitable, and 
they are cruel ; ' tho they are lazy in their 
AcSiions, yet it is their ultial Cuftom to walk 
fafl: : They are apt to defpifc Strangers too 
much, and yet as ready at other times 
blindly to admire them. One would be 
ready to imagine them all either Libertines, 
or Devotees ; and yet they will fall toge- 
ther by the ears, on account of the moft 
trifling Ceremony in Worfliip, fiich as nei- 
ther religious Men, nor Libertines, com- 
monly think worthy their confideration. 
Befides thefe, there are fcveral other Con- 
trarieties to be found among them, yet fiich 
as ought not to give us ^ny manner of fur- 
prize ; in regard they are no more than 
Infirmities frequently incident tp Human 
Nature.' 

lam, SIR; 

Tour very humble Servant^ 

HiBERNlCUS. 
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N'^jn. Saturday, 'December ij^, 172^. 

To the A u T H o K, of the Dublin Journal. 

^nimutn excelkstem, moderatam, omnia tanquam 
minora tratjfiuniem, quidquid timemus oftamujqui 
ridentertt, cutejlis fotetitia egitat. ifon fotefi res 
tanta fine adminicalo namiuii ftare. Sen. 

SIR, 

|INif E Beings, be tifaetr Facal- 
I tlis eve> iti great, yet find this 
i natural Itfipei^dioD in theoo^ that 
I they cannot texert them dil at onoe, 

but mud exercife them gradoaily, 
According bs Obje*^s prefent to tbem, which 
' is always "in Train and Succeffion. The Ib- 
telleifhial Scene is perpetually fhiftiilg, in in 
endlds Variety of ftiort and fugitive Repre- 
ftntations. The Power oi Thinking is not 
exerted in one continued k€[, but requires 
the frequent Impulfe of Objet^s to keep it in 
exercife. Nor is this Exercife an intire ooi- 
form thing, but a Series of very many, and 
very different A(ilions, in the courft of which 
there is ^ conftant Flui^ation from one 
Thought to another ; by which means our 
Ideas are fo confuted and defe<aive, that we 
arQoMiged to have recourfe to Abftmfiions, 
' and 


and certain ims^inary Species, which exift 
only in our Minds, to aflift us in all our Rea- 
' ibnings and Inquiries. Wc find indeed, at 

prelent, a great convenience in thefe artificial 
Forms of thinking ; but that we (land in need 
of them at all, is a plain Argument of the 
Imperfedion of our Knowledge, and the 
Weaknefs of our Faculties, 

This Obfervation extends to every thing 
eUe in the human Mind, as well as the Un- 
derflanding ; and is indeed the natural Con- 
fequence of the ImperfeiStion to which that 
Faculty is ftibje<9:. Our Happinels is regula- 
ted by the fame Laws ; and all our Enjoy- 
ments come to us fmgle, and in fucceflion. 
It is equally impoflible for us to feel a variety 
of Plealiires at once, as it is for the Undcr- 
ftanding to perceive a multitude of Objeds 
at the lame inftant. Nay, in many cafes the 
Underftanding feems to have the advantage 
of the Afleiftions in this point ; in regard the 
Obje<9:s of Joy, Love or Admiration, do not 
lie fo thick together as thofe of Knowledge 
and Reflection. The Objeds of thinking rile 
upon us every moment ; but it is only at 
fome times that we meet with Objects ca- 
pable of producing in us joyful, pleafant, or 
delightful Senlations. 

I N order therefore to remedy thefe Defers, 
our merciful Creator has endowed the Mind 
of Man with certain Powers, which can re- 
vive the Ideas of paft Pleafores, and give us 
a fdretafte of future Enjoyraents ; by which 

Y 2 means 


means we are enabled to croud oar Comforts 
together, and relieve ourfclvcs from the pret 
ilire of a great many Misfortunes, Vrhich 
might other wife bear too heavy upon us. 
The Memory of pad Enjoyments is often- 
times no fmall relief to a melancholy Heart ; 
and I believe, there are few who have not 
experienced that Hojpe is the mod efficacious 
of all other Remedies againft the Calamities 
and DidreiTes we meet with in Life. 

Our adual Enjoyments are To few and 
fleeting, that were we deprived of this Power 
.of anticipating our Felicity, and pofTening 
ourfelves of imaginary Goods » it is highly 
probable we ffaould find Life an infupportabJe 
Burden ; fmce with all thefe Advantages, it 
is fo already to multitudes of Men, w&o, in 
the eye of the World, appear pofTefled of 
every thing which can render it eafy and 
comfortable. 

From this Account of Human Nature^ 
in its prefent Situation, we may obferve, 
how neceflary it is to our Happinefs, to look 
forward into Futurity^ in order to make us 
fatisfied for any length of Time. No one 
Enjoyment in Life, nor any fingle Action, 
however great and virtuous, can yield a per- 
petual Entertainment to Minds, whofe Satif- 
fai^ions are all fucc^edive, and confequently 
intermitting. There mud be a Continuation 
of the fame Enjoyments, and a Repetition 
of the fame pleadng Adions, to render our 
Felicity full and complete. And where thefe 

are 
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are wanting, as tjicy often arc with moft 
Men, and indeed with all Men one time or 
other, there is nothing which can make us 
eafy, but the Ho^es of repeating fuch En- 
joymentS) and engaging hereafter in the (ame 
Purfuits with fiiccefs. Our virtuous Indina- 
tions, like all others with which we are en- 
dowed, are liable to Difappointments, and 
confequently alike capable of giving us Pain^ 
upon our finding them defeated. 

What is there then, that (hall fupport 
Men under the Calamities of Life, and make 
them perfift in a Courfe of negleded, or un» 
fuccefsful Virtue ? No one virtuous A<flion, 
we fee, is its own fufficient Reward, becaufc 
our Minds require to have the Entertainment 
continually renewed. Many of our Virtues, 
notwithftanding the pleafure of Self-approba- 
tion which they afford us, yet frequently oc- 
cafion great pain and uneafmeis. And as 
things commonly go in the World, we have 
but little rational expedtation, vthat our future 
Enterprizes, let them be ever fo good and 
virtuous, ihall be always fuccefsful. So that, 
in effcCT, tho Virtue be indeed, the dire<9: 
and natural Road to Happinefs, yet it fre- 
quently fails a(£tually being fo, and, for that 
reafbn, (lands in need of fbme fuperior Pow* 
er to ajld and (Irengthen us in the conflaQt 
Pradice of it. 

M A N V of the Heathen Philofophers wore 
fo (enfible of this, that they found thcmfelves 
obliged to make their virtuous Men have 

Y 2 recourie 
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rccourfe to the Supreme Being, for afliftance 

in all Cafes of DifBculty or Misfortune. They 

fa\v Virtue expofed to fb many Diiafters and 

Calamities, that they judged nothing le(s than 

an Almighty Succour neceflary for its relieC 

-They knew well enough, that Virtue was in 

its own nature amiable, and adapted to pro-- 

inote the Good of the Human Species ; or, 

in other words, that the Good of Mankind 

confided in a Couile of virtuous Adion and 

Enjoyment :, yet from a Confideration of the 

nunierous Accidents and Misfortunes to which 

gopd Men are liabk ii| this Life, they found 

it necefTary to relblye our ultimate Felicity . 

mo a Dependence upon GOD, who being 

the Author and Foimtain of all Good, is alone 

capable of fupportiiig us in cv^ry thing that 

is (q ; of feeding , our Minds with (olid aod 

well-grounded Hopes ; and of latisfyiag c- 

very Defire which can poflibly enter into 

the Heart of Mao, 

This was certainly a very npble and ufe- 
ful I^rincipJe^ tending both to the Happinefe 
^nd the Perfedion of Mankind. For lure 
Aothing can be more conducive to re6ne and 
exalt our Nature, than to fet always before 
us the moft perfed Model of all Goodncfe 
and Beauty. One of the greateft Men of 
Antiquity is laid to have regulated all his 
Adions on the (uppofition of having Cato 
always prefent with him, as a Spy, and a 
Monitor ; and boafted, that by that means 
|je h^d preferyed his Virtue againft many 

Tcmpta- 
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Tempcatioiis. How mnch nfiore then muft 
he be proof againft any ill Suggefiions^ who 
lives in the conlcious Senfe of having him foe 
an Inipedor of all his Thoughts and Adioos, 
who is the Author of all: the Wifdopi and 
Goodnefi in the Univerfe ? And how nobly 
muft that Mind be employed, which is lBxe4 
in the Contemplation of infinite Perfe<3:ion» 
and endeavours to approve itfelf to its 
Creator? 

The admirable Aqtbor of the Theory of 
the Earth has a Refledjon on this S.ubjed:^ 
which it is almoll impoffible to read without 
pleaiiire. ^ For my part, fays he, I cannot 
be perfuaded, that a^y Map of athei{):ic;ai 
Inclinations can have 4 gre^t and genotou^ 
Soul. For therp i$ potf^iqg great in tl>e 
World, if ypu take Giod onic of it. Xheire- 
fore . fuph a Perfqn c^p have no great 
Thoughts can have po great Aims, or Ex- 
pcK^ations, or Defigns ; for all mud lie 
within the compafs of this Life, and of 
this dull Body. Neither can he have any 
great Infl:in(3:s or noble Paflions ; For if he 
had, they would naturally excite in him 
greater Ideas, infpire him with higher No* 
tions, and open the Scenes of the Intellec- 
tual Wotld. Laftly , he cannot have any 
gireat Senfe of Order, Wifdom, Goodnefs, 
Providence, or any of the Divine Perfec- 
tions. And thele are the greatefl; things 
that can enter into the Thoughts of Man, 
and that do mofl: enlarge ^nd ennoble his 

Y A ^ Mind. 
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^ Mind. And therefore I fay again, that he 
^ who is naturally inclined to Athe'tfm^ being 
^ alfb naturally deftitute of all theie, mufl: 
^ have a little and narrow SouL' 

According to this Account, it is eafy 
to fee, that the greateft and bed part of our 
Happinefs mufl be derived from the fame 
Source ; that bearing always a proportion to 
the Enlargement of our Minds. None can 
deny, but that Creatures direded by Reaibn, 
have more and greater Enjoyments, than fuch 
as are only guided by Inftindl ; and therefore 
whatever opens and enlarges the intelledlual 
Scepe, muu certainly produce ad Addition 
to our Happinefs. Nor will it, I imagine, 
be denied, that the Knowledge of the Author 
of Nature, which is only to be acquired by 
contemplating him, is fuch an Opening and 
Enlargement of our Minds ; and confequently 
that that Contemplation mufl not only be 
worthy and becoming in us, but be the plea- 
fantefl and mofl agreeable Method of em- 
ploying our Faculties. 

Besides, flnce in a manner we live upon 
Ho^e \ and fmce our mofl virtuous Dilpofi- 
tions need that Support and Nourifhment ; 
where can we fo reafonably look for Happi- 
Xit{% as from Him from wh^om we can hope 
for all Things ; becaufe he has all good things 
in his power, and has fhewn, thro* the whole 
Occonomy of Nature, how reiady and liberal 
he is to diftribute them ? And as it is natu- 
ral for Men to. imitate thofe whom they love, 

9b4 
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and to love thofe from whom they derive 
their Happinefs ; we may conclude, that we 
fhall then oe enabled to ad: in the noblefl: and 
moil virtuous manner, when we are anima- 
ted with the higheft degree of the Love of 
GOD, and make it the principal Motive of 
our Ad^ipns^ 

Thus far Men not only may, but adtu- 
ally have difcovered, by the mere Force of 
their natural Reaibn and Refledioo. But 
GOD has been yet more bountiful to us. 
He has given us a pofitive Revelation of his^ 
Will, and acquainted us/ that he is both 
lenfible of the Good we do, and takes delight 
in it, fuch a Delight, that he intends to con- 
tinue their Exiflence, and make them the 
Obje(9ts of his Favour to Eternity, who per- 
feverc in the doing of it. A Declaration, 
that makes us happy both here and hereafter, 
and is the befl and fiirefl: Fortrefs to all human 
Virtue : becaufe it enlarges the Circle both of 
our Actions and Enjoyments ; lets us above 
Misfortune ; gives us a jufl and rational Con*' 
tempt of the World ; and flrengthens us a- 
gainft all thofe Accidents in Life, which 
might pofllbly render the Paths of Goodnefs 
weariibm or painful. 

These ReHed^ions are fb fuitable to the 
(blemn Seafbn, upon which we are now en* 
tering, that it would be almofl inexcufable 
to make any Apology for them ; iince, I am 
confident, there can be nothing more accepta- 
ble to my R^4d<:rs, than any Atten^pt, howr 

^ ever 
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ever weakly executed, to ftir up their Love 
and Gratitude to that Divine Perfbu^ 'who has 
made the Exercife of Goodnefi and Virtue 
their higheft and trueft Intereft, by bringing 
Life and Immortality to Light. 

J am, SIR. Tours. Sec 


K° 92. Saturday, December ^i, 1726. 


To HiBERNICUS. 

An tu exifliiKas reprehmdeitdum^ qui fufiervacua ufu 
Jfhi comparat, & pretiofarum rerum pompam in doma 
ixpUcat ? Non putas euntj qui occupa$ui eft infaper- 

. vacua literarumfupelleSiik ? Seneca. 

SIR, 

AVING already declared myfelf 
fo much a Man of the World, and 
a lover of the Converfatioa of the 
Living rather than of the Dead, 
you will not be furprized, when I 
tell you that I am a great frequenter of Coffee- 
Houfis^ and other Places of publick Reforc, 
where I picafc myfelf with hearing the Occur- 
rences of the bufy Wwld, and the different 
Opinions of all forts of People on whatever 
pafles eUher there, or in the more quiet ani. 
Ja?y 
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lazy Dominion^ of Letters and Contempla* 
tion. By this means I have had many op* 
porcunities of knowing the Sentiments of the 
Town on your Writings : and I can afliire 
yoot* have been as often entertained with 
them, when torn to pieces by the Criticks^ 
as ever I was with reading them intire in the 
Journals. 

Out of my tender regard to that natural 
Fondneis, which, I know, all Parents have 
for their own Ofispring, I ihall decline the 
ungratefol Occupation of being your Intelli^ 
gencer in this matter ; and the rather, becauie 
I doubt not but there are abundance of People 
ready enough to take that Oifice on them- 
felves, and lave me the labour. And tho I 
hope, you have, in a great mea&re, lubduiMi 
that Senfibility in y ourfelf, yet it becomes a 
good-natured Man to be very cautious of any 
thing which tends to revive it, or rekindle 
thofe Flames, whofe Embers aie not yet 
perhaps quite excinguiihed : 

Sup^qfitos cineH dohjo. 

The Cafe however is different, when 
you are charged with being the Author of 
thole Letters I have written to you, and are 
cenfured on account of feveral criminal things 
therein laid to be contained. Juftice oblige^ 
vaz to clear you of loch an Imputation ; and 
rberefore I hope you will not take it amils, 
jthar, th? mor(? eiie^nally to do foy I (land up 
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' this day in my own defence, willing to re- 
move trom you, and take upon myfelf the 
ihame of all the ill things you have been 
arraigned of on my account, if in what I 
have written any thing can be found inconfi* 
fleat with, or prejudicial to the Intercft of 
this Church and Nation. 

Numberless are the Complaints and 
Outcries raifed againfl: the fubjec^ Matter of 
my two lad Letters. If I had either preached 
iip fome damnable Herejy^ or preached down 
the v/catingofHoop'Tefncoats, my Principles 
could not have been reckoned more pernici* 
ous and dangerous. It has been laid, Thac 
none could have written thoie Letters but one 
who was an Enemy to all Order, and for (iib* 
verting all Diftin^ions of Honour and Dig- 
nity among Men, by taking away the princi- 
pal Prerogative of the Great and the Rich, 
the Power of commanding others to work, 
and of fitting idle themlelves. For certainly 
fince bodily Labour and Locomotion are 
things which Mechanics, and other mean 
People muft undergo ; and fince there are 
enough of them to do all the drudgery of 
Life, why (hould they who are bleflfed with 
Eale and Affluence, do any thing at all, 
but what ho body elfe can do for them ? 
And fince all that Men labour for is to pro- 
cure the NecefTarics of Life to themfelves and 
Families, what tcaion is there that People, 
who are above fuch Necefliry, fliould labour 
at all about any thing which they can oui*- 


chafe from others^ or be at any other pains 
than to indulge thole elegant Wiihes and De- 
fires, which their exalted Circumflances of 
Life afford them fb many opportunities of 
gratifying ? No ; the proper bufinefs of thefc 
happy Mortals is to languiih in a Garden, or 
a Gallery of Pidures ; to while away their 
gentle hours in talking mofl affedlionate 
Nonfenfe to their tender Spoufes ; to dangle 
about from place to place in fearch of Hap- 
pinefs, without ever tafting any ; to purftie 
nothing, in Life but the bare Speculation what 
Life is : In one word, to live without Hopes 
or Fears^ Expectations^ Tiejigns^ or Enter- 
prizes ^^^ and enjoy all that Felicity which 
can refult from the mofl perfe<3: and confiim- 
mate Stupidity. 

I F this be a happy and rational Method of 
livings then I have been highly to blame, in 
recommedding fome degree of bodily Labour 
and Exercife as part of the bufinefs of every 
wife and good Man, who is not necefTarily 
hindered, as fometimes is the cafe, by the 
Nature of his Employment. For this is cer* 
tainly a true defcription of what Life would 
be, abflrad:ed fr6m all Labour and Attention 
to common Affairs ; unlefs, as among People 
of greater Vivacity it probably, would, it 
ihould degenerate into open Rioting and Dif^ 
folutenefs. But if fiich a Life be jaeither in its 
t>wn nature amiable ; if it is of ill example to 
Inferiors, and tends to make an adive and la- 
borious Life difgraceful ; then can there be no 

great 


great hurt in any thing I have (aid oo this 
head ; e^ecially, when we obierve how 
many ill Coofequences have flowed from 
that general Idlenefsj and Averfion to every 
thing which bears the name of fTork, which 
has of late years crept down from the People 
of Diflindion to thofe who are endeavour- 
ing, or rather only fanfying themfelves to 
be fo» 

But there is yet a more heavy Accii- 
£ition lies againft me, for attempting to de- 
bauch the Minds of my Fellow-Subje$fls, by 
infufing into them a Contempt of Learning 
and Politeneis ; a Defign that could have en- 
tered into the Heart of none but a« gracelefs 
Goth^ or Vandal. I am (brry I ihould be 
guilty of iuch an Offence, and the more jR>, 
became I have been told, that the reading of 
good Books is greatly ufeful for confirming 
the Principles of Morality, elpecially in the 
fair Sex, whom I have reprefented as deflgned 
for other Occupations than Reading. Indeed 
I was much furprized at this Oh]t&\on^ when 
it was firfl: told me; in regard I always ap- 
prehended the great Principles of Morality to 
be (b plain and obvious, that there was no 
occafion for any depth of Learning to under- 
fland them. 1 always was fo filly as to be* 
lieve, that the Cofnmon Senfe of Mankind 
was a much better Rule of Life, than the 
Maxims of any, or all the Philofophers put 
together. This was my Miftake. But it is a 
Miftafcp I am not fmgular in \ fince ieveral of 

the 


th^ greateft Med of all Ages have agreed, 
that great Learnit^, or, which is rniiaily 
thought the fame thing, much Reading, is 
rather an Impediment, than Aid to our Vir"- 
toe. I might quote on this Occafion the 
great Man from whom I have taken my 
Motto^ among many others : but this Au- 
thority would be too antiquated for my 
purpofe ; and therefore I ihall chufe to ex* 
preis my Senfe of this matter in the words 
of an ingenious Modern, and a Foreigner 
tooj whom you have more than once men*- 
tioned with approbation; aod ib conclude 
this Letter without any £irtfaer Apology for 
the uncivil treatment I have been (aid to give 
to the Mufis. 

' I apprehend, there is no necellity for 

* reading any further than for a little In(huc«- 

* tion ; or co pals away a melancholy hour, 

* when the Mind, havmg exhaufted its own 

* ftock, and grown lai^uid, requires the re^- 

* lief cdf other Mens Thoughts: I am alfb of 
' opinion that there are no good or excellent 
" Books, but what have been written on Sub* 
*jeds which the Authors made their chief 

* (ludy, add whereof they are really mafters ; 

* in r^ard there is no trae Knowledge but 
^ what comes by £xperiencc. Someof thoic 
^ who have made wildom laad Virtue their 
« Study, iind . actually excdUed in chem» 
^ have wrtceen on that Subbed; and thole 

* Books ought to fuffice us, beiqg diflinguiih- 
\ ed fifom aU others by their containing Senti- 

^ments 
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^ meats which are the natural Language of a 

* Man in his right Judgment, who 4>^^^^ 
^ what pafTeSu witnin himfelf in thefimj ' 
^ of his Heart, without the tedious an( 
^ rious manner of delcanting upon things. 

* For Men never are reduced to Argumenta* 

* tion, but for want of cultivating their na- 

* rural Sentiments, which never would play 
^ them faife, if they but left them at liberty, 

* and followed the Didates of that Huma* 

* nity which produces them. Juft Sentiments 

* are the genuine produd of the Heart, which 
^ nothing but an inborn Inclination to Good- 
' nefs can cheriih and bring to life. As they 
^ are formed by Nature in us, fo they have a 

* perfe^ conformity with Nature ; and the 

* Troths they convey are juft as natural to 

* Mankind as the Method by which they are 

* conveyed. But when we give ourfelves up 

* to reafonrng upon every thing, and talk af- ' 
^ ways in the argumentative drain, our natu- 

* ral Sentiments are (tifled ; and as thefe Rea- 

* fodings owe their Original to a corrupted 

* Tafte, fo they corrupt our Tafte ftill more, 

* and dived us of that Simplicity which di- 

* ttGts us to Troth in the eafied manner. 
' The plain honed Man is ignorant of the 
< Art of Reaibntng, and he who is mader of 
^ his own Budnefs negleds it. It is an Art 

* owing t9 a iavage and unmanly Idlenefs, 
^ and to a falfe Curiofity begotten by it ; 
^ and ib ought to be given up to thofe Men, 
f who have all their Humanity in their heads, 

• where 


I 


\ 


H I B E R N I c u s J jLetters. ijf 

* where their Realba takes its full play, and 

* works all its Wonders. Thefe are youc 

* Literati^ who make Knowledge their whole 
' BuHnels, and drunk with the Fumes of ir, 

* for^o all the Bleffings of an honed Hearty 

* with which they have loft all manner of 

* acquaintance. And the Effed: hereof is^ 

* that among them Obftinacy and Di/putes 

* take place of the Love of Truth, of the 

* Diffidence neceffary to find it out, and of 

* the Temper and Moderation requifite to 
^communicate it to others. 

• I Cannot help looking on thefe Peo- 
^ pie as the Authors of all that is bad and ri- 

* diculous in Reading ; and confequently one 

* great Source of the Corruption and Follies 
« of Mankind. That Air of Importance they 

* give to the moft uielels and trifling Matters, 
^ is without doubt the Caufe, that we have fo 

* many Writers, who fill the World wirh Im- 

* pertinence and Nonfenfe. And the Example 

* by this means given of great Reading, and 

* of Mens fpending their Lives in it, has alfo 

* this ill effed, that it influences many to read 

* more than they otherwife would. 

• If we fhun all this fort of Reading, and 

* leave to the Mol^ of every kind, that vaft 

* number of Books which have been written 

* to them, and which perhaps are capable of 

* making them a Afo^, if they were not fo al- 

* ready ; we Ihall have our Minds more free 
^frorn Prejudice, and more weaned from 
^ tboie Follies which contradt and leflen them» 

Vol. II. Z •Wc 
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* We ftiall alfo approach much nearer to 

* Truth, by giving greater attentic>n co what 

* pafTcs in our own Breafts, where Troth is 

* mod frequently found, and feldom foils to 

* make a laftrng Impreffion, if we give it but 

* leave. We (hall nor meafttre Truth by nar- 
^ row and conceited Rules ; - arnl above aH, 

* fhall gain the fingular advantage of not rc- 

* jcdJing' Opinions kiconfrflent with what ^re 

* imagine otirfelves to know ak^ady, which 

* frequently does us a hundred times more butt, 

* than all the Knowledge we get by reading 

* does us good. 

• It never was the Intention of Nature 
•^ that Men ftooH make no other uic of their 

* IJeas but to gather them into a Magaxiae. 

* The Perfedion of thinking is to be able to 

* form them aright 2S oecafion offers, and to 
•follow the Di&ares of common Reafon, the 

* only proper Method to prelerve that Free- 

* dom of Mind, which is the foundation of 
^ all true Knowledge. One may venture ta 

* affirm of the moft part of your Men of pro- 

* digious reading, that they arc really more 

* ignorant than thofe they term the Fu^aty 

* having much lefs Knowlec^e of Mankiod, a 

* Sciencfe, without which, aU others are lb 

* far from being Accompli(hmeats, that they 
' only render Men mooftrous, by giving a 

* falfe Luftre to a very difagreeable Ch^a^^n 

* This is that Science, unkuowit to the Lear- 

* ned, which fliews Us the real Worth of 

* Things, to which there is every day oc- 

' eafioa 
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^ cifioQ ta haTC recourfe. How little of it 
^ thefe Genrlemea undcrftand^ the greateft 
^ part of their own Learniog is a plain proof*; 
^ nothidg bctDg a Icirer marJk of Ignorance, 
* than to tnake Colle<3ions of Fa£ts and Opi* 
^ nions cUmdoctve to no valuable purpofe in 
^ Life, and to form a Science purely to dffplay 
^ the Art oiRea/bning ; like School- boys who 
^ are every day climbing^ with no other View 
< than to (hew how dextrous they are at the 
^ Exo'cife/ 

1 am^ S t R^ Tours^ 8cc. 

PUBLICOLA. 



N^ 93. Saturday^ January 8, 1725. 


To the Author of the Dublin Journal. 


'Fades mn omnibus una* 


Ovid, 


SIR, 


T is a Notion of the celebrated 
Mr- Leibnits^, that there are not 
in the whole Compafs of Nature 
^a&y two Things exadtly alike. 
If there were, it would deftroy 
one of the fitft Principles of that great Man's 
Philofophy : for, according to him, there 

Z a can 
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can be opthing done without a fufficient 
Reafon for the doing of it, arifing from the 
Nature and Proportion of things one to ano- 
ther* Now if any two Particles of Matter, 
for ioHance, were exactly alike, there could 
be no reafon, in the nature of things, for 
alligning to either of them this or that Po- 
fition, it being a matter oi ablblutc Indiffe-- 
rence, which of them fhould be upper ^ or 
nnder, or hither^ or yonder, in refped: of 
their ficuarion. And where there i% an ab- 
folute Indifference^ there can be no Choice, 
at leaft fuch a Choice as is founded on ^fuffi- 
cient Reafon ; and confequently, had the 
firft Principles of things confided of perfedJy 
fmiilar Parts, the forming Mind muft have 
remained in an eternal lufpence, and the mag- 
nificent Fabrick of the Univerfe for ever con- 
tinued in the Womb oi Non-entity ^ in a date 
of endlefs Confufion and Blindnefs. It is 
therefore to the ^ifcordia Semina rerum 
that the World, in a great meafure, owes 
that Beauty and Proportion we admire in it. 
Nor does its prefenr State give us a faint Hint 
what an infinite Variety there muft have been 
in the Materials of which it is compofed ; 
fmce, according to an elegant Defcription of 
Mr. Tope's, we are every where furrounded 
with numberlefs Beauties, all of different 
Forms and Appearances in fome refpedls. 

Not Chaos- //^f, together crujb^d and bruised. 
But like the fForld^ harmonioufly confus'd ; 
Where Order in Variety we fee, 
. And where, tho all things differ, all agree. J 
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History inforras us, that the Emperor 
Charles V. after his Refignation, fpent mod 
of his rrnie in the Study and Pradice of Me- 
chanic ks. Among other Exerciies of this 
kind he took a particular delight in the ma- 
king of Clocks ; and was exceeding anxious 
to have them b> exad, that they (hould all 
ftrike at the iame Inftant ; but after many 
repeated Trials found it impra<9:icable. Upon 
which he is faid to have made this Refledlion, 
How vain a thing it was to attempt to make 
all Men think one way in Matters of Reli- 
gion ; fince by Experience he was convin- 
ced, that he could not compel Machines of 
his own making to an exad: Uniformity. 

I AM not certain, whether that univeffal 
Contempt, which, in all Ages, Imitation, 
and Imitators have lain under, has arifecv 
from a fenfc of the impoffibility of arriving 
at a perfedl Reiemblance ; but it has indeed 
a very plaufible Appearance. And as the 
following Nature has always been efteemed 
the trueft part of Wifdom, we ,may well 
imagine, that the Reafon why Men defpifed^ 
Imitation fb much, was becaufe they judged* 
it a vain, and coniequently an unnatural 
Endeavour of reaching at Excellence. This 
at lead is fure, that in the Arts of Politenels 
and Elegance of any; kind, it has been al- 
ways held the mark of a low and little 
Genius, to borrow the Mien, and creep 
fejrvilcly after the Faihion of other Perfons. 

? All 
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All this however docs not hinder the 
Generation of Imitators from being a very 
great and Dumerous Body. They are a kind 
of Shadow kil'eparable ifrom any fore or de- 
gree of Eminence, Nay, the very Follies 
and Impertinqpces of Perlbns in any exalted 
Station are frequently copied out by Multi- 
tudes of People, in the integrity of their 
Heart, without the le^d dcftgp of making 
court to thofe they imitate. But the Hu- 
mour diiplaysit felf mod viiibly, as well as 
mod prepoderoufly, in the Beau Monde ^ 
who are perpetually endeavouring to appear 
>fyhat they are not, and to be like fbpsething, 
to which it is impoiTtble they can bear tho 
leait ^refemblance« There is hardly a gen- 
teel handfom Man that makes his appear* 
ance in a publick Place, but who has imme» 
diately a great number of Coxcombs in his 
3Livery, that they may look like him. I 
have (een a hump-backed Beau, not five foot 
]iigh, ftrut with his Hat cockM in the lame 
inanner, which he had obferved to look 
gallantly on a General Officer ; and have 
^K^own ieveral battered old Rakes, who made 
conftant ufe of Waihes and Ointments, to 
preferve the Bloom of a tawny and fhri^ 
vePd Complexion, 

A T preient, the Care and Study of this 
Race of fine Gentlemen ieem to be employ* 
ed in changit:^ their Sex, and becoming p^ 
feded, more ways than one, of thoie Charms 
they admire in the Ladies. With this no- 
cable 
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tabic View we may fee them every day go* 
mgtover into the Female World, aod abdica- 
ting, as far as in them lies, their Title to 
Manhood. All the Arts of Effeminacy have 
been employed, and no manner of Indndry 
i^ared that could give the lead proniiie of 
cffcdially aboliihing the Order of Nature. 
I have been fbmetimes under apprehenfions, 
that we fliould refine fb far, that as the La^ 
dies, upon fbme occaHons, condeicend to 
wear one half of the Mafculine Apparel, fb 
we, to return the Compliment, fliould tlike 
it in our heads to appear conftantly in theirs. 
And I am of opinion, that nothing hinders 
this intimate Union with the Fair Sex, but 
that their Fafliions are ib perpetually varying^ 
chat it {% found impra<^icable to overtake 
them. Were they but once come to a (lop, 
I^xiake no doubt, that one half of our Sex 
would defert their Party, and appear as com- 
pletely Females, as it is in the power of 
, Valets and Taylors to make them. 

D o but look at that little fluttering Crea- 
ture Co/micus. Obferve how he languifbes, 
and reclines his Head upon one fhouldq*. 
Nothing can be whiter than his Hands, un- 
lefe it be his Teeth. It coft his Valet, and 
other Attendai^ts, four hours and three quar- 
ters of this Morning, to make him what you 
fee him. He is juft now deep in the Va- 
pours, which is the reafon you lee him fpeak* 
ing to himfelfl What he is faying is none 
of liis owo, but fbme tender Scrap out of his 

Z 4 F4- 
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Favourite Waller ; but whatever he is faying, 
you may depend upon it, he is at the lame 
time pradtifing Co llfp» To ftew you the 
Dehcacy of his Conftitution, he is con- 
ftantly complaining of the Cold, and by that 
xneans making an excufe for the Badnefs of 
his Voice. When he , comes into a Room, 
he curtfies, and then laughs at it, as a de- 
figned Abfurdity. When he quarrels with 
his Servant, he calls him a Bitchy and al- 
ways fwears half Oaths; But for all his 
Softnefs and Delicacy, I would not advile 
any of our Sex rafhiy to affront him ; for 
he may happen to do a brave Man a mif 
chief, in regard the Sex he has cholen affords 
him the Prote<9:ion of a Pair of Boddice, 
which are of excellent ufe againft the Perils 
of Cold Iron. 

This is the Charadler not of a fingle 
Perfbn, but of a whole Species. Nor is it 
in the leaft heightncd beyond the Truth, or 
more monftrous than the Life. There are 
a vaft many of thefe Trimmers between the 
Stxts to be met with in all Places of genteel 
Ilefbrt about the Town, who hardly want 
any thing in their Drels but Tetticoats, to 
make them finiihed Coquettes. Nature 
however continues very obftinate againft 
them, snd is by no means favourable to 
their Deffgn. An exa(^ (imilitude is no more 
to be expeded here than in other things. 
There are found feveral unrelenting Features 
in a maiculine Face, beyond the power of 

Lotion^ 


J 
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Lotions and Cofrneticks to fofteo ; and cer- 
tain rugged Airs in a male Peribn, proof a- 
gainft the mod ilrenuous endeavours to lay 
them afide. And hence it is, that all the 
Care and Nicenels of thefe Perlbns only rend 
to make them more remarkably ugly, and 
more unlike what they would relemble ; 
which is the ufual fate of all Men who mil^ 
take their own Charadler, and endeavour 
to excel in the wrong place. The greateO: 
Proficients in this Arc have not been hi- 
therto able to make any thing of it, or to do 
any more than expole themfelves to Con- 
tempt and Ridicule, as well from the Sex 
they have taken up, as fwm that they have 
relinquiflied. Unlels they could acquire the 
skill of eradicating their Beards, and throw- 
ing out of their Perfons a great many other 
Imperfedtions natural to the Male Kind, it is 
to be feared, that all their Projects will for 
ever prove uniiiccefsful. 

Women are faid to be very tenacious of 
their own Humour, and proof againft all 
the Power of Argument and Advice. It is 
therefore probable, that Counfel would be, 
loft upon thofe Gentlemen, who have made 
that Sex fo much their Model ; and indeed I 
much fear, that in this refpe<9: they tran* 
fcend their Originals. But if one might 

E relume to give a word of Counfel on this 
cad, I would defire them to confider, how 
unnatural' and impradicable the Enterprize 
is in which they have embarked. If the 

Laws 
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Laws of Nature forbid, that any two mi- 
nute Particles of Matter fhould be exadly 
alike, how much more impoflible is tc to 
reduce fuch a complex Syflem as a human 
Pcrfon into a perfect Uniformity with ano- 
ther ? And were it pradicable, the Inten- 
tion of Nature would be defeated in cfta- 
blifliing a Diftiniflion between the Sexes ; 
and the Pofition of the Moral World in- 
verted ; or rather things brought into fuch 
Confufion, as to render the Offices of Life 
precarious and uncertain. How would they 
cake it, ihould the Fair Sex improve upon 
the Hint given them, and failing in with the 
Exercifes and Occupations proper to ihe 
Male part of Mankind, acquire fuch a de- 
grec of Strength and Robuftnefs, as to be 
able to fill the a"ftive Scenes of Life them- 
(clves, and turn down their Adorers into 
the Bufinefs of Oeconomy and the Dome- 
ftick ? How would it mortify them to fee 
their Gold-headed Canes degraded into Di- 
ftaffs ; and their Snuff^Boxes converted into 
Saucepans ? What a decent Figure would a 
Beau make at a Spinning-fVheel ; or how 
compofe himfelf to darn his Miftrefs's Stock* 
ings ? Would he be as willing to wafli Linen 
as to wear it, or to make nis Fair one a 
Mechlin Lappet with the fame Spirit that 
he now prailes her graceful manner of put* 
ting it on ? In a word, would the moft re- 
fined Spark of the whole Tribe be content 
to fit all day moaping at home over Tea 

and 
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and Romances, while the Female Rake, his 
Spoofe, enjoyed her Ml iibcf cy of ruaoiog 
. aoouc CO Cofiee-houies, and Taverns, and 
chac principal Seat of manly and virtuoas 
Kecreation» the Gro^m-TorUr^s ? 

These are my Appreheofions of that 
Revolution for which I fee fome Perlbns 
expreding inch fondnefs, and making {o 
great acwances towards it ; which makes 
me think it my Duty, to warn jny Conn- 
trymen againft \o great and imminent t dan- 
ger ; or at lead to beg they would defer 
Hich an important Change, till fbme more 
favourable Jundtire of Affairs, when it might 
be efleded without producing iiicb a traio 
of ill Confequences. 

I am, SI R, 
Tour very bumbk Servants 


HlBERNICUS. 
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N** 94. Saturdi^, January 14, 1725. 

To the Aur HO & of the Dublin Journal. 

Non Hie fro carts amicis^ 

Aut f atria timidus per ire. H o r. 

SIR, 

T is a very common, but indeed 
a very pernicious Pradice among 
many Men of Senfe and Learn- 
ing, to condemn every great 
and bold Undertaking in a 
fingle Perfon, as raih and imprudent, if 
he had not fufficient Means in his power, or 
at lead a fair probabihty, to fecure himfelf 
of coming off fuccefsfuUy. Men, lay they, 
are rational Creatures,^ who ought not to 
throw away their Lives at a venture, or ex* 

I>ore themfelveS to danger in vain and froit- 
els Enterprizes. They ihouid calculate their 
Forces, and find them equal to what they 
propolc, before they engage in any Attempt 
of Difficulty and Hazard, left they make 
Matters worfe than before, by depriving the 
Caofe they have efpoufed of an honeft and 
able Afferter. To do otherwife, is to fet up 
animal Courage in the room of trae and rea- 

ibnsble 
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ibnabie Manhood ; and to facrifice a thing 
of great Value and Importance, the Life of a 
virtuous and brave Man, to a Whim of 
Honour, and the ^nthufiaim of a great 
Heart. ^ . 

I CANNOT deny, but that, in general, 
this fort of Reafonihg is pretty juft ; and 
that no Man ought to facrifice his, Life, but 
with a view to promote ibme good and va- 
luable End. But at the iame time, I can by 
no means admit the Confequence, that we 
ought not to hazard our Lives in the defence 
of injured Innocence, diftrelTed Virtue, or 
an endangered Country, unlefs when we are 
certain, or at lead it is highly probable, that 
the dire(9: Good we fhall by that means ob* 
tain to the Intereft we are engaged in, (hall 
be equal in value to the Lives, we thus expofe. 
There arc other ]Ends a brave Man may pro-, 
mote, befides thofe he has immediately in 
his view, by risking his Life in a juft and 
honourable Caufe, which are of greater im- 
portance to Mankind, than perhaps any fin* 
gle Life ever was, or will be. The dired; 
Good which any Man can produce, com- 
monly lies in a very narrow Compals ; but 
yet his Adions may indiredly, and without 
his having (uch a View, produce very difiu- 
five and lading Effeds. The immediate 
Front of molt Mens Adions is confined to 
their own Country, or to their Cotempora- 
ries ; whereas the Influence of their Example 
may extend to the whole World, and to 
. latcft 
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laced Poftcricy. Regard therefore is t^ be 
had by every wile aad good Man to thd^ 
tnore remote and more generous Ends^ as 
well as to thoie which mord immediately 
fpirit him up to Ai^ion. And confequeotly it 
is not fair to accoie a brave Man of F^o/^ 
hardmefs and Temerity^ who in the faonefty 
of his Soul ruifaes ioto Danger, perhaps with'- 
out any great profpe^ of Succefs^ to relieve 
a beloved Friendt Or attack ad unjod ln^va» 
der of his Country. 

LONGINVS, in his Treactfe of the 
Sublime^ ceoiiifes a Brother AothCf for ha- 
ving written on the lame S^h)66k in a low 
and langufflxing Style. To write coolly up^ 
on Courage^ might perhaps give occadon for 
a Critici&Gi of the lame nature. But how«> 
ever that be, it is certain^ that to fun down 
Heroifin and GAllmtry^ when ejcerted fdr 
ooble and virtuous Purpo(es>^ tho fiot always 
dtreded by the ftrtd: Rules of Pradence* 
with r^aa'cf to the preiervatioi]^ oi Life, has 
a very great tendency to le/Ten the Prtodpte 
of Fortitude m Men \ and fo tfsake (hem 
more waty and timorous, than is conftftent 
with that true Valonr, which is founded on 
the Contempt of Death. Men^ im the moft 
part, need few Caurions agatnfl ptak^ and 
evkknt Danger ; the Bids drawing ftrocig^ 
that way already. The Safety of the Tri- 
i/a$e Syftem fetdolU Ms to be eoftftdted ill 
fucb Cafes, wkhottt Meding to fcave the 
"Publkk Good brot^fat in as aid additiood 

Motive^ 
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Motive. Ob the contrary, judicious Mora- 
lifts bare alvirays fouod ic necefTary to for- 
tify thq Tublick Principle, by Coniideratioos 
drawn from the Pkalure arifing to the //^^ 
dividual^ m fclJowi&g its ImpuUes. So that, 
m efie<^, there is not only little occafion to 
admoni^ Men a^nft an impetuous and a- 
ver-boiling Courage ; but if there were, it is 
dangerous to endeavour at abating its Fer* 
vour» kft it fliould receive too great a damp, 
and lofe its Vig^r in the Corie(^ion of its 
Violence. 

I F we look into Antiquity, we ihalt fiod, 
that the greateft Endeavours both of their 
Philofbpbers and Legiilators were taken to 
fortify the Minds of (heir Difciples and Peo* 
pk s^nll Death and Danger. One of the 
fitft Principles inculcated upon them always 
was, the Worthleflbcfs of Life, when fei in 
competition witb Virtue and Honour ; and 
the Baleneis of (urviving a Defeat, tho even 
with ^n Intention of reierving themieives for 
ititurc Service to their Country. Such a 
deltberare Temper was, not allowed to enter 
into the Conspofition of the brave and gallant 
Man* Speeches^ qf this kind would have been 
efteemed only the Subterfuges of Treachery 
or Cowardice. How thofe Nations flouriih- 
ed under this nfcipline, I need not ioform 
n^ headers ; no^ npw their Youth, anima- 
ted with thdfe exalted Notions of Honmir» 
which proved to them an invincible Armour 
agati^ Ebe Fear of Deaths gave fiich Proofs 

of 
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of their Virtue, of every kind, as have filled 
all fucceeding Ages with Admiration and 
Aftonifhment. 

Indeed, confidering how bafe a Principle 
all Fear is, it is hardly po(fible to conceive, 
how true Virtue can confifl: with the Fear of 
Death ; nor on the other hand, how true 
Courage, when thorowly provoked, can 
calmly (it down and deliberate on any other 
way of repelling an Injury, than by fairly 
attacking him who commits it. And if the 
Injury be done to many, the more Bravery 
there is (hewn in refenting it, is the greater 
and nobler Evidence of Virtue. Sacrifices 
made on fuch an account, even when the 
Event has proved unprofperous, have ftill 
had a ufeful and excellent £fie<3r, in the Im- 
preffions they leave on the Minds of others. 

I REMEMBER, Sit fF. Temple^ in one of 
his Letters, exprefles his great Concern, that 
this bold and undaunted Spirit was not ra* 
ther cherifhed among Men, than expofed 
either to Cenfure or Raillery. * I would 

* have been glad, fays he^ to have (een Mr. 

* Cowley before he died, celebrate Captain 

* ^ougias^s Death, who ftood and burnt in 

* one of our Ships at Chatham, when his 

* Soldiers left him, becaufe it fhould never 
< be faid, a T)ouglas quitted his Poft with- 

* out order. Whether it be wife in Men to 
^ do fuch Adions or do, I am iure, it is in 

* States, to honour them ; and if they can, 

* to turn the Vein of Wits, to raife up the 

* Efteem 
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^ Efteem of fomc Qualities above their real 
^ Value, rather than briiig every thing to 
^ Burieique/ 

The Inflance here mentioned cannot 
perhaps be juftified by the flri<% Rules of 
Reafon ; and yet it is a* proof of great Ho« 
Dour, 9nd of noble and virtuous Principles. 
Nay, I may venture to affirm, that the Ex* 
ample of this brave Gentleman, and confe- 
quently every other like it, was capable of 
producing greater and more notable EfFedts, 
than even the Life of {o valuable a Man 
could have done, had he gone upon more 
prudential Maxims, and iaved himfelf ibr 
-future Occafion^ of ierving his Country. So 
that, if Wi^om is to be eflimated by the 
Extend veneft of its Operations, there (eems 
to be more of it in (uch great and iublime 
Ad:ions, than there often is in thofe which 
are concerted with more Art and Defign, 
and carried on with greater Circumfpedlion 
and Temper. 

Generous and great Minds are not to 
be meafured by the Standard of common 
Men, nor their Adions to be brought under 
the feme Regulations. The Warmth of a 
great and courageous Heart, glowing with a 
Senfe of Wr#ngs done to its Friends or Coun- 
try^ does not well agree with that Coolnefs 
of Head, and Watchfulnels of Occafions, 
which are often found ip Men of narrow 
Souls, and fmall Talents, and by means of 
which they arc enabled to condud their 
Vol. il. A a ^ Dcfigns, 
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Dcfigns, whether good or ill, with a furer 
prolpecSfc of Succels. The one always pnr- 
fiie the dircdt Means to obtain their End, 
without much confidering their Efficacy to 
do fo ; while the others are continually look- 
ing out for the lafeft and likelicft Means of 
doing Bufinels, and feldoni difcompoie them- 
fclvcs with inquiring, whether the Courfe 
they are taking be tne mod honourable, or 
othcrwile. The great Mind is ever bold and 
cnterprizing ; the little Genius diffident and 
cautious. The AcStions of the one feek the 
Day, and the High-Road ; thofe of the o- 
thcr affe<9: Obfcurity, and private Paths. 
The one, as foon as he meets his Enemy, is 
in a Rage, and flies at him, without regard* 
ing whether he is able to cope with him, or 
no. But the other, if confcious of his own 
Inability, accofts him with a Imooth and 
fair face of Negotiation, and with great 
dexterity fmites him under the fifth Rib. 

This is the true diftindion of Charaifter 
between the Man of Gallantry and Refolu- 
tioo, and one of a wary and timorous, Na- 
ture. There may be Benevolence and good 
Defigns in the Hearts of both ; but I think,' 
ic is pretty eafy to fee, whole Benevolence 
of the two difplays itfelf in thetooft amiable 
and graceful manner. The only Queftion is, 
which of the two Methods of ading ought 
to be mod inculcated, in good Policy, on 
the Members of Society, for the publick 
Intereft. And this, I apprehend, may be 

brought 
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broi^ht to a (hort Idue. That Quality, with 
which the greater Numbers of Men may moft 
cafiiy be infpired, ought to have the pre- 
ference of that, which, in all Ages and Na- 
tions, has been attaint only by a few, and 
depends much lefe on the Goodnefe of the 
Affedions than of the Underftanding. Nov/ 
it is evident, that moft Men have the Seeds 
of Courage and Fortitude implanted in them, 
and confequently are capable of being rou- 
fed up to great and glorious Services in a 
worthy ind honourable Caufe : whereas re- 
fined Policy, and Stratagems, are what few 
Men have a Genius for ; and if they have 
not a Genius, all Endeavours to teach them 
thole Arts, inftead of making them true and 
* able Politicians, will only terminate in gi- 
ving them a little wretched Cunning, and a 
certain aukward Compofition of the Coward 
and the Trickfter. And as ic is the buHnefs 
of Wifdom rather to f9rm Mens Hearts than 
their Heads, that alone is a iufficient Realbn 
to cheriih a Difcipline, which a whole Na- 
tion is capable of learning and exercidng, 
and which is of daily ufe and advantage in 
one rcfpeiJl or othet ; rather than one which 
very few Men can mafter, and which feldom 
turns to account but upon extraordinary E- 
mergcncies, in Times of great Weaknefs, or 
of univerfal Corruption. 

Among free Nations efpecially it is of 
the utmoft importance to keep up their na- 
tive Courage, and Greatnefs of Heart. The 

Aa 2 Britijh 
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Britijh Nations owe the Prcfervation of 
their Liberties, under God, chiefly to the 
prevalence of this manly Principle among 
them. But how is this Spirit ftill to be pro^ 
pagated and continued? No otherwife, in 
Short, than like all other Virtues, by endea* 
vouring to keep it awake and z&xst in our^ 
felves firft ; and by baniihing out of our 
Thoughts, as criminal and traitercms^ all 
indecent and impertinent Suppoficions of its 
ever happening to be wife and prudent for a 
good Man to iiirvive the Ruin of his Coun- 
try. No Man, who thus attempts to warm 
Jhis own Heart, needs be under any apprehen* 
iipns, that his Example (hall not be follow* 
ed, or that there ever iball be wantii^ Mul- 
titudes of Britons to recognize that firft and 
glorious Principle of Roman Virmc, ^ulce 
decorum fro ^atria mari. 

I am^ S 11^ 

Tour very humble Servant^ 

HiBERNlCUS, 


«D||0» 
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N'^pj. Saturday, January zi, 1J26. 

\ 

To the A u T H o R of the Dublin Journal; 


UXt it 


SenJUs^ morefque repugnant ^ 


torem 



Jkque iffa unlaaSj jujlifrofe mater ^ i$ ^jui. Hoa. 

SIR/ 

F alt Counterfeits^, the greateft and 
mod pernicious is that of Good- 
fie(s and Virtue ; and codiequenc* 
ly there is none which it is fo 
much the Intereft of Mankind to 
have detedled and expofed. Whoever has 
looked into Human Nature, cannot but have 
obferved, that (bme virtuous Difpofitions, 
for want of a proper Regulation and Di- 
re<%ion» are capable of being drawn ih 
to the commiflion of the moil fooliih and 
unjuAifiabie Actions. ' Even Good-nature, 
and Htimanity, unlets put under the gui- 
clance of Realon, maybe produdive of very 
inhuman and unjuft Efi^eds ; (ince if it de* 
generates into an over^great Facility, and 
confiders rather Mens Diftrefles than their 
Merits, what carries the appearance of Com- 
panion andGeneroiity to one Man, may prove 
OppreflioQ and Cruelty to Multitudes. The 

A a 3 Gen- 
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GentleDefs of fuch Minds is a kind of Trea* ! 
chery, which betrays the Caufe of Huma-- 
nity itfelf, by not being proof againd the. 
Sollicitations of mere tendernefs, unfiipporc- 
ed by any Arguments of B^eafbn and Ju- 
fticc. 

In like manner, among Men skilled in 
the Arts of Life, and Ways of tjie Woild, 
and who have Coolnefs enough of Temper 
to difTemble their Faults, there are many 
Vices, which nearly approach to Virtue, 
and eafily put on its refemblance ; becaufe, 
inftead of betraying a Man into obvious and 
(candalous Follies, they rather affed: the 
Mask of Abftinence and Recoiledion. Men 
of this Charader can fo accommodate' their 
ill Qualities to the good ones of thofe with 
whom they tranfacSt any Budnefs, as fbme- i 
times to get the Approbation and Efteem 
of the very bed of Men, and to draw them { 
by degrees into Projcds, which, at firft per- 
haps, they could not Jiave heard mentioned 
without abhorrence and Ihivering. Thus 
downright Covetoufnefs pafTes every day 
upon the World for Management and Fruga-p 
lity ; Spleen, Melancholy, and Difrelifh of 
Jo J, for Sobriety, Temperance, and Delica- 
cy of Tafte ; Morolenei^s and Stupidity, for * 
rigid Virtue and Gravity : Invidious and un- 
.chari table Refledions on the innocent Mirth 
^nd Gaiety of others, are made to leem the 
genuine EfTeds of Difcretion, and Hatred of 
yice ; . Talebearing and Slander come un- 
der 


H I B E R N I e V fi^5 Ijetters. ^ f p 

<kr the appellation of Honefty and Fide- 
lity ; and Pride, and Malice, are often lb 
well managed, as to put themfelves off for 
a generous Contempt of every thing ill, and 
a fettled Averfion to aJI Diihonefty and Wic- 
kednefs. In ihort, the very worft Qualities 
Men can have* and which produce the great- 
eft and moft numerous Milchiefs to Man- 
kind, are fuch as are capable of having the 
faireil Giols put upon them ; while Mens 
private Vices and Follies, the £vil of which 
is nothing lb extenfive, are, tho with the 
utmoft difficulty, either concealed or dif^ 
guiied, and confequently the PolTeflbrs of 
them much more eaftly avoided by fuch as 
fear either their Pradices. or Example- 

BuT among all the Counterfeits of Virtue, 
there is no one has done fuch Miichief, and 
produced fuch Mifery and Defolarion in the 
World, as that impious and ungodly Prin- 
ciple, which, under pretence of TLadX for the 
Honour of God, and regard to the Truths 
of Religion, has taught Men to perftcute 
and deftroy one another, on account of their 
different Opinions in Matters purely Ipiri* 
tual, and which no ways contribute to the 
Good of Society, be they either true or 
falfe. That fuch a Principle has prevailed 
in the World is evident, not only from the 
Hiftory of two thoufand Years paft, but 
from the conftant PraiSice, and open Pro- 
ftflions of great Bodies, and formed Societies 
of Men to this day« Nor is it lefs plaii^, 

A a 4 that 


^6o H I B E R N I ;c u s'j Letms. 

that however unjuft and crael ibch a Prin- 
ciple may feem to a Man of Humanity and 
common Senfe, yet it has been incalcared 
and promoted among Men, not only as a 
point of great Importance, but as flowing 
fi'om a virtaous and commendable I>i^x>& 
tion* h is therefore of ufe to inquire into 
this Matter, and to examine how reconcila* 
ble the perfecuting Principle is with the na- 
tural Notions Men have of Equity and 
Goodnefs ; which (hall be the Subjed: of this 
Paper. What efFeds the pradicc of it has 
had on the. Peace and Happinefs of Mao- 
kind, may perhaps come under confidera- 
tion more particularly hereafter. 

Cruelty, at firft fight, is Shocking to 
Human Nature : but the Queftion is, wfeat 
is Cruelty ; 'fince, in fbme cafes, it is not 
only allowable, but abfolutely neceilary, to 
inflid Lofs and Pain upon ibme Peribns, foe 
the greater Good either of particular Socie- 
ties, or of Mankind ; in which cafes Sevc** 
rity is fo far from being cruel, that it would 
be cruel and barbarous to forbear it. The 
Punifhment of Criminals is an Ihflance of this 
fort, wherein a State, for the d^ence of it- 
fol^ and the Members of which it is com- 
pofed^ againfl: the Pradices and Example of 
wicked and profligate Men, exerts its Power 
for their Chaftilement, or their Deftrud:ion^ 
in proportion to the Evil of their Crimes; 
And here, as it is impoHfible any Nation can 
fiibfift without retraining the Violence of 

ill- 
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ill-diipofed Men, the Severities ioflidec] on 
the guilty, inftead of flowipg from Hatred 
^md Malice, are only A<Ss of Juftice and 
Companion to the defer ving,. 4nd the in- 
nocent. • 

But yet it is certain, that even publick 
Juftice, if not temperately and impartially 
adminiftred, may degenerate into Tyranny 
and Cruelty. If tbofe entrufted with the 
Execution of it mingle their private Relent* 
inents with the publick Vengeance ; if they 
delight in the Miiery of the Guilty, and play 
the wanton with Mens Su^eiings, like . a 
Nero, or a Jefferies : In any of thefc Cafcs^ 
I fay. Men plainly fhew themfelves to be 
rather aduated by a fierce and favage Nature, 
t^an by an honeft regard to Juftice, and the 
WclfgLTQ of the Society by whom they are 
employed. And the Proofs hereof are com- 
mionly fo obvious, that the moft unthinking 
Sf ediator can eafily know what Difpofitioa 
to afcribe it to, when they fee a Judge dii^ 
cover a fondneis to find Men guilty, and 
tak^ pleafure in exercifing the utmoft Rigor 
and Severiiiy of the Law. 

In like manner, it (hews a very ill Difpo^ 
fkion in a People, or a Legiflator, when 
tbeif Laws jire fo framed with refped to Pu- 
oijhmedt, as to regard the Authority of the 
Power which ena^ them, more than the 
Demerits of Criininals, or the Nature and ill 
Tendency of their Crimes. This is not only 
done when Penalties are laid upon good or 

innocent 
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innocent Adions, but when all Crimes are 
made equal, or Imall Faults made liable to 
Puniftiments not proportiondd to them, and 
which they* do. not dderve. The common 
Pretence ufed to juftify fuch unreaibnable Se- 
verities, is to preferve the Authority, and 
maintain the Reverence Men ought to bear 
to the Lcgiflature ; which is bofh a Principle 
of Prudence,' and the Care of the Commu- 
nity, whole Safety depends fo much on their 
Governors having the full exerciie of their 
Power of doing Good. But have we not 
reafon, for the moft part, to fufpe<St this only 
to be a Pretence ? And is there not ground 
to believe, that People who are in pofleflioa 
of Power, and appear in a perpetual endea- 
vour to extend it, or to exerciie it with 
rigor, are rather lacrificing to Ambition and 
Ill-nature, than a<Sling upon the generous 
Motive of the publick Good ? Are they not 
making themfelves the Publick, inftead of 
the Society ? Do they not rather difcover a . 
Pleafure in the Sufferings of the Criminal, 
than thaf true and manly Satisfaction which 
arifes from a fenfe of having delivered the 
Society from an Enemy ? And have not the 
Effeds of this Temper, in all Ages, con- 
ftantly been Uncharitablenefs, barbarous Pride, 
and inexorable Tyranny ? And if lb, is there 
not all poffible reafon to conclude, that iuch 
Men a<9: rather from a perverfe and lavage 
Difpofition, than from miftaken Notions of 
the bed Means to promote the publick Good ; 

fince 
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fince it is hardly conceivable, how fiich exe- 
crable and diabolical Efledts could ever pro* 
ceed from any virtuous or innocent Prin- 
ciple ? 

T o judge of this matter aright, let us lee 
what Afped: it would bear in any of the 
common Aflairs of Life. Let us take thac 
familiar Inflance mentioned by Horace^ in 
the Satire from whence I had my Motto. 
A Mafter is there reprefented as ordering his 
Servant to be crucified, for only licking his 
Fingers ; and making that imall Tranigreflioa 
equal in puniffament with the highefl: degree 
of Unfaithfulnefs or Villany. No doubt, this 
would greatly tend to ftrengthen his Autho- 
rity among his other Slaves, and probably, 
deter them from many wicked Practices. 
But let him pretend this Motive as long as he 
pleafed, would any impartial By-(lander take 
his word for it, that fuch an uojuft and in* 
human Sentence proceeded from pure Good* 
ntfs and Virtue ? Or if any Man (hould rave 
in that manner, ihould we not much fooner 
conclude, that he had perverted the Notions 
of Good and 111 ; than that his Ends were 
really good, and he had only mifcalculated 
the Means for carrying them on ? 

I HAVE feen, and fo I believe have raoft 
of my Readers, a ftupid Pedant, with a Face 
of great Sagacity, and full of Inference, 
martyr the delicate Litnbs and yet more de* 
licate Spirit of a lovely and fprightly Boy, 
(he Comfort and Delight of his fond Parents, 

for 
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for no greater Tr^bafs than mifconjugatiiig 
a Verb, or perhaps lome little childiih Freak, 
owiog CO oothiDg but pure Gaiety atid inno- 
cence. Should any one have asked the im- 
pregnable Dunce, what he meant by chafti- 
£ng a trivial Fault with fo nluch Brutality, 
I make tuo queftion> bttt he would immedi- 
ately have trump'd up his Authority, and 
urged the necefnty he was under to make 
fome fevere Examples, that he might; keep 
]us unruly Diiciple$ in otden This, per- 
haps, might pafs for once or twice t But if 
we faw him continue dill the fame KvholefitH 
Severities^ and found in him a marvellous 
proiiq)tieade to exert bis dear Authority on 
all occafions, flioilld we not b^in to think, 
that the Love of it bad engrofled the whole 
Man, and was become his governing Paflfion ? 
Or fbould we rather believe the gloomy 
Fdlow's ^ir Profeffions, and, in contradic- 
tion to all our Sei^s, whea we. (ee him take 
foch delight in the Exercile, and repeat it fa 
conftantJy, fondly imagine, that he dtftributed 
bis Birch and Blows with fo much impetuo^ 
fity out of perfed: good-will and tendemefs 
to the poor Innocent he had under cor* 
redion ? 

Qredat Jid£Us ApUa. 

T o apply tfade Ob^rvations to the Cafe 
in hand. Can a«^ thing bt a Itronger evi^ 

dence 
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dence of a perveited Difoofitioo, aad of the 
utter extioaion of tbofe Original Ideas of 
Goodneis which the Divine Being has im* 
planted in us, than inch a Temper as con- 
ceives the higbeft Indignation againfl; Men 
fot doing what is not only lawful and inno- 
cent, but their Duty ? For furely nothing 
can be more a l>uty, than that which it is 
Utterly impo0ible for a Man not to do^ as 
i$ the caie in believing, which it is in no 
Man's power to command contrary to Evi^ 
dence. And where the thin^ in debate are 
of little importance to Mankind, as thofe 
generally have been which have railed the 
greateft Confufions in the ChriHian World, 
it is plain, that as the Foundation for it is 
lefs, the Antipathy againft Men on account 
of their differing from us in (iich Points is 
ftill the more criminal and vicious. Let 
Men pretend what they will, when we fee 
them treat one another as if they were wild 
'Bcafts5 we cannot help thinking, that they 
tnuft look on thofe to whom they give 
iiich Ulage with Refentment and Anger ; 
and on themfelves as a Race of more perfed: 
and excellent Beings, who onghc to bear 
Rule« and exercife Dominion in the Earth* 
A Spirit diametrically oppoflte to that di- 
vine Principle of chriftian Charity, which 
as it thinketh no evil^ io neither is it at any 
timt puffed up. 
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I KNOW, the Honour of God is ufually 
broQghc in to jufliify Penalties and Pains in 
Affairs of Religion. But this mends the 
matter very httle ; (ince it proceeds on a 
iuppofition, that the Author of all Goodnefs 
is fubjed: to the fame Impotence of Pafiion 
and Refentment that we are* and that he 
weighs Mens Offences not according to their 
real Moment, but according to our weak 
and foolifli Prejudices concerning them. 
And tho Men may alledge, they have lovely 
Ideas of fuch a Being, it is not conceivable 
how they can have true and juft Ideas of 
Lovelinefs, when they afcribe it to fo much 
Imperfedion ; or how a Temper formed on 
iucn Notions of Goodnefs, can be any other, 
in fad, than evil and malicious. 

' lam, SIR, 

Tour very humble Servant, 

HlBERNICUS« 
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N® g6. Saturday, January 28, 1726. 

Il l 

To the A u T H o R of the Dublin Journal. 

Eodemforo utuntur principatus & libertas* P l i n. ' 

SIR, 

Y Thoughts on the Subjed of 
lad Saturday's Paper have been 
very agreeably diverted by the 
Perufal of his Majefty's mod gra- 
cious Speech, at the opening pf 
the prefent Seffion of the Britijh Parliameiir. 
1 believe there are few People who have right 
Notions of the Safety and Happinefs of theii: 
Country, of the true Intereft oi Europe^ or 
of the juft Rights and Liberties of Mankind, 
but what have conceived at once the higheft 
degree of Pleafure and Refentment upon this 
Occafion ; on the one hand, from his Ma- 
jefty^s tender Care and Concern for thofe va- 
iuiSle Interefts, and on the other, from the 
Difcovery of thofe pernicious Contrivances, 
which have, for Ibme time pad, been carry* 
ing on both at home and abroad againd them. 
Such Sentiments, delivered from the Throne 
of Great Britain^ cannot but give Life and 
Vigour to the Relblutions of a brave and free 
People, againd the Attempts of any ambitt- 
I , ous 


3^8 H 1 BE R N I c u s'5 Letters. 

ous and ill^advifed Princes, who would im- 
pofe Popery and Slavery uppn them, and ex- 
pect DO Ms Reward for their fb doing, than 
chofe Parts of the Britijh Dominions, which 
are not only the Trophies of the Deliverance 
oi Europe by their vi<florious Arms, but the 
principal Security they have for (he peace- 
able Enjoyment of thofe Advantages in Trade 
and Commerce, which they purchaied by their 
Services in the common Caule, at a vafl: ex- 
pence both of Blood and Treafure. 

But whatever Reflections the King's 
Speech may iuggeft to Politicians, with re- 
(ped: to the prdent Face of Affairs, as they 
are the proper ^ BuHnefs of wifer Heads, to 
they are not of fuch lading Ufe and Influ- 
ence, notwithftanding their prefent Impor- 
tance, as thoie which arile from his JV|a* 
jefty's gracious and condefcending Man- 
ner of communicating the Podure of the 
publick Aflairs, and his own Sentiments 
upon them, to his People, The EfTecas 
bereof will, in all probability, lad to lateft 
Pofterity ; and be felt when the Commo^^ 
tions wmch gave rife to thofe Expreflions of 
Royal Care and Goodnefs. fhall only be con- 
fidered as a little Difturfaance in the World^ 
of no other coolequeoce than to gratify the 
Tafte of fuch as are curious to know the 
Tranfadions of former Ages. It is not the 
bare Relation of Battles and Sieges, of Coun- 
tries laid defolate, and vaft Numbers of Man- 
kind deftroyed, however proper thefe are 

3 ^o 
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to be recorded, which make up the truly 
CDtertaining and ufefiil Pare of Hiuory. The 
luftitutions of wife States and Lawgivers^ 
the prudent Adminiftrations of good and 
juft Kings, their Policies to^ prevent theln- 
croachments of their covetous and afpiring 
Neighbours, and their fatherly Care to pro* 
vide for the Happinels of their People, by the 
enabling of wholelbm Laws, and the due and 
impartial Diftribution of Judice, are the chief 
Things which make Hiftory a beneficial Study 
to Mankind ; Inftances of thefe being of con« 
ftant ufe in all Times and all Places : whereas 
the Memorials of warlike Proceedings can 
9nly be ferviceable in troublefome Times, 
aud upon emergent Occafions. 

I T muft give every honed Heart a particu* 
lar Pleaiure to think, that we live under a 
Conftitution which lays our Kings under a 
happy Incapacity of carrying on any great 
Dengn, without having an Intercourse with 
their People : And how muil it heighten that 
Pleaiure, when the Genius of a King is agree- 
able to that Conftitution ? The Wildom of 
our Anceftors gave us the firft ; and whoever, 
without going farther back, reads his Maje- • 
fly's Speech, muft be convinced, that the laft 
is our peculiar Happinefs at preient : by which 
means, the Example of the one ftrengthning 
the Fences of the other, we have the delight- 
ful profped that this Harmony in our Govern* 
ment ihall be perpetuated to all Generations. 
But (uch, for the moft part, is the perverfe- 
Vol. II. Bb ^ nefs 
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nefs of Mens Miods, that they feldom know 
the Value of the Bleffings they enjoy, tUl they 
feel the want of them : In the abjence of 
Sicknefs and Famine, they reflect very little on 
the great Advsmtages of Health and Plenty ; 
tho thefe are indeed the principal Comforts in 
Life, without which all the reft would not 
only lofe their Reliih, but their very Being. 
So, I doubt not, but there are fbme, who 
for want of confidering the Circumftances of 
other Nations at prefent, and ourielves in 
former Times, think it perhaps a light thing 
for a People to receive fb many Marks of 
A^dion and Confidence from the Throne. 
But if we will take the pains to look a little 
backwards, we ihall nnd a quite different 
Afped of Things, and be the better enabled 
to enjoy the deh'ghtfhl Scene arifing out of 
the prefcnt Form of Affairs. 

Parliaments have indeed been held in 
all Ages the Great Council of th<e Nation, 
and the King's beft and trueft Adviiers. 
Our greateft and wiieft Princes have been 
ienfible of this, and never fiiiled making them* 
ielves happy and glorious, by fteddily pnifii-* 
ing a Maxim founded on the very Nature of 
our Conftitution. The Neceffity of it is fo 

J>lain arid obvious, that thofe who have the 
eaft acquaintance with our Government can* 
not avoid feeing it. Foreigners have been 
able to perceive it, as well as ourielves. A 
;reat and eminent Statefman informs us, that 
le once was in Converlation with a Fremh 
\ Gen- 
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dcmlemao, who avcrredi with an Oatb^ 
diat ' A King of England^ who would be 
^ the Mao of his People, was the greateft 
' King ia the World ; out if he would be 
\ any thing more, he was nothing at all/ 
Vet, notwichftanding the evident Advantages 
of loch a Coadu(2, many of oar Princes have 
been (b ill advifed as to fall in with Mea- 
fiires dtredlly oppofite ; and to give their 
Parliaments fuch Treatment, as mi^ make 
tis afliamed of ourfelves, if we felt not the 
higheft Senie of Joy and Thaokfulnefs for the 
di^reat and gracious Ufage to which we are 
iu>w accuftomed. j 

I T is not much more than a Century fince Luh<. 
we had a Monarch, who having been nurtur- 
ed with great Care, and imbibed much Erudi- 
tion in his early Years, imagined he had more 
Wifdom, as well as more Authority, than all 
his People put together* For this realbn, he 
always thought it an Incroachment on both, 
whenever his Parliaments took the Liberty of 
inipediing the Ardua Regni^ which he conn** 
dered as a Province referved to himfelf Some 
little AfZairs, indeed^ he permitted them to 
take cogniiance of ; but if they tranfgreiled 
thole Bounds, he was iure to rebuke them, 
ibmetimes from Scripture^ but oftner from 
Suarez* Being a profound Adept in Lof^ics^ ^ 
and Metapbyfics^ he regarded their Proceed- 
ings more as they conmled with the Forms 
of Argumentation, than as tliey were agree- 
able to the Intereft or Inclinations of his Peo- 
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pie; and therefore, when they were com- 
plaining of Grievances, he would vouchfafe 
to inform them, that all their humble Pro- 
fcffions of Loyalty Were nothing clfc but 
^rotejiatio contrarta fa6io\ and inftrud: them, 
how ill they had argued, a bene divijis ad 
male conjun&a. Thefe were when the Mo- 
narch was in high good Humour ; and were 
to be looked upon as particular Strains of 
Familiarity and Condelcenfion. At other 
times he would a0iime a more lofty Tone and 
Gedure, and deliver his royal Admonitions in 
the following Language ; which, God be 
praifed, fince the late happy Revolution, 
would found a little extraordinary in the 
Ears of a Britijh Senate. 
^ T H £ s E are unfit Things to be handled 

* in Parliament, except your King fhould re- 

* quire it of you : For who can have Wifdom 

* to judge of Things of that nature, but fuch 
' as are daily acquainted with the Particulars 

* of Treaties, and of the variable and fixed 
-^ Connexion of Affairs of State, together 

* with the Knowledge of the fecret Ways, 
^ Ends, and Intentions of Princes in their fe- 

* veral Negotiations? otherwife a finall mi- 
' flaking of Matters of this nature, may pro- 
^ duce more Effei^s than can. be imagined : 
^ And therefore, Ne Sutor ultra crepdam* 

p The Son and SuccefTor of this Prince^ 

'^•' ' • tho not fo great a Pretender to Scholarfhip, 

yet upon all occafions fhewed himfelf no lefs 

inclined to tutor and difcipline his Parliaments. 

What 
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What Severities he exercifed in the Courfe of 
his Difcipline, by impriibning, aod otherwife 
punilhiog the Members of both Houfes, for 
doing the only Bufinefs Men have there, 
fpeaking their Sentiments of the Publick 
Afiairs, I ihall let pats ; (ince I am now on** 
ly coafidering the Manner of a Prince's ex- 
preiCng his Sentiments to his People. And 
tho I might prefent my Reader with many 
Inftances of this Princess Behaviour in this 
point, I ihall only trouble him with, one, 
which may ferve inftcad of a thoufand. 

^ Remember, that Parliaments . are al- 
.^ together in my Power, for their Calling, 
^ Sitting, and DifTolution ; therefore, as I 

• find the Fruits of them good or evil, they 

< are to continue, or N O T T O BE: And 
« remember, that if in this Tim^ inftead of 

• mending your Errors, by Delay you perfifl: 

• in your Errors, you make them greater and 

< irreconcilable/ 

The two liicceeding Reigns would furniih 
us with yet more glaring Inftances of this ar« 
bitrary and difdainful Spirit, were it agreeable 
to look into the Mifcarriages and Weakneffes 
of former Times. In general, we may ven- 
ture to affirm, that thole Princes always 
treated their Parliaments en Maitre^ and af- 
fembled them rather to lay their abfolute 
Commands upon them, than to take their 
Advice and Affiftance. And if at any time. 
Love to their Country ^prompted them to 
rpprefent the ill State of the Nation, and the 

Bb2 Grievances 
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Grievances of their FcUow-Subjeds, it wa$ 
condaotly relented as an Incroachment oa 
the Prerogative, and an ASronc on tbett So* 
vercign. By which means the Minds of the 
People were filled with cootinaal Apprehen* 
fions and Sorrow, the Publick Connfels with 
Diibrder and Coofufioo, and the whole Na- 
tion with Fadion and Difcontent ; till at laft, 
no longer able to bear to heavy a Burden^^ 
they were obliged to have recourfe to the 
laft Remedy, and to exert the Power God 
had put into their hands for their own Delir 
yerance. 

. How happy then are we in a Monarch, 
who treats hi9 People opon ib different 4 
Footing; and without dthafinz the Dignit;^ 
of a Sovereign, fhews them all the Mildnds 
and Condeicenfion of a Father ? Having no 
Defigns but for the Good of his People, and 
the common Safety of Europe^ he lays before 
them the whole State of his Affairs, and de- 
fires them to concert with him the bed Mea- 
fares for the Welfare and Honour of their 
Country, As his Subjeds are a Nation of 
Freemen, and his Parliament a Council com-* 
pofed of Men of Knowledge and Experiences^ 
he does not make his mere Will and Plea- 
fure the Rule of their Adtions, but excites 
them to their Duty by juO: and proper Argu* 
ibebts, drawn frdm their own Intereft, and 
the Happinefi ortfaofe they reprefent, and 
yrith wiiofc moft importaut Concerns they 
Uteentrufted. This id a<aing like God him- 

felC 
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iclf, who having made Men reafbnable Crea*^ 
tmesy in his own Likenefs, governs them by 
no Laws but what are agreeable to the Ilea- 
ion he has given them, and have a natural 
tendency to make their Lives comfortable 
and happy. I wiU add too^ that this is the 
bed ana wifell Art of Government, and the 
true Secret of making a great and glorious 
king, as well as a happy and flourifhing 
People. At leaft I am convinced, there is 
no Proteltant can read fo many ExprefOons 
of his Majcfty's Goodnefs, without the 
higheft Reientment of the Indignities of- 
fered to his Sovereign, as well as of the 
Dangers which threaten his Country ; efpc- 
cially when preflcd with ftich powerful Con* 
(iderations as thofe with whicli I ihall con* 
elude this Letter. 

• If preferving a due Ballancc of Power 
^ in Enrobe ; if defending the PofTeffions <»f 
^ the Crown of Great Britain^ of infififte 

* Advantage and Security to our Tracfc and 

* Commerce ; if fiipporting that Trade and 
^ Commerce againft dangerous and unlawful 

* Incroachments ; and if the prefent Eftabliih- 
^rnent, the Religion, Liberties, and Proper-^ 

* tics of a Proteftant People, arc any longer 

* Confidcratiods worthy of the Care and At-r 
^ tention of a Britijh Parliament, I need fey 

* no more to incite my loyal and f^ithral 
^ Houfes of Parliament to «xert themfelves in 
' the Defcnpe of all that is dear and valuable to 
^ them/ / 4», &C. 
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ToHlBERKICUS. 

O execrable Son, fo to afpire 

Above his Brethren, to himfelf affumttig 

uiuthority itfur^pt, from God not gi-vea. M i i T n* 

SJH, 

IfiS yoa have to all youc publick 
8 Obfervations difcovcred a fiocerc 
I Friendihip to the Caule of Libcr- 
5 ty, fo I will not trouble you with 
any Apology for this Letter. I 
dare Dot (iretCDd to add aoy thing of mine to 
the many excellent Writings we have on that 
important SubJeA from the beft aud greatcft 
Men. But there is a Fault we are apt to com- 
mit in relation 10 it, which cannot have e^- 
ped yoar notice : We can read and hear thefe 
Difcourfes with a wonderful indif^rence. We 
can, even while we enjoy the immediate Blef- 
iings which flow from Freedom, reilei^ on the 
leffof our Kind, who are denied them, with Iri-^' 
fenfibility, as if they had lefs right to t-hat 
Privilege of Nature than ourfelves. For this 
realbn I hav6 always thought, that a naked 
RcprefeDt9tioii of the Milertes foan<^ in all 
abfb- 
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abfoluce Governments, would be of great 
ufe to awaken in us thofe noble and gene- 
rous Sentiments of Humanity, which we 
ought to indulge on this Occafion. When 
we travel in thoie unhappy Countries, the 
Magnificence of their Courts, or the natural 
Beauties of the Soil and Climate, throw a 
Varnifli over the Face of Things ; but when 
we reisid their Hiftory, and fee Nations de-« 
populated and impoveriihed by the Ambition 
and Pride of their Princes, we ihould learn 
to value Liberty as it defcrves. 

When we confider thoie Nations of Eu- 
rope which lie near us, we do not indeed find 
the difference fo fenfibly : Their Princes, by 
confidering the Advantages the free States 
have over them in point of People and 
Riches, find it neceflTary not to extend their 
Power to any high or extravagant degrees. 
Thus in France and Sfatn^ Trade and Manu« 
fadiures are encouraged, with a political 
View, that the miierable Subjedls may not 
fink under the Weight of their Taxes and 
Gabels. But if we would fee the Effeds of 
arbitrary and unlimited Power in its true 
Colours, let us view it in Afia and Africa. 
In the former, what once fruitful Fields has 
it converted intoDeiarts? What once flourifli- 
ing Cities laid in Ruins^ and like a Pefti- 
lence, l^lafled the Face of the vifible Crea- 
tion? 


I 
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I HAVE been led into thefe Thoaghts by 
rcadiog the Voy^es of Sir John Ghardin 
into Terfia. .As he was a Traveller of more 
than ordinary Coriofity and Underftanding, 
and had particular Opportunities of inform- 
ing himielf as to their Government, {o I 
hope it will not be di£igreeable, if out of 
Biany Adventures which happened during his 
(lay at that Court in i673» i give you two 
f emarkable ones, which I have abridged from 
him, and for which I refer the curious to the 
Author's larger Account* 

SOLTMAN had juft then afcended the 
Throne, GrancMbn to Abhas the Great, un- 
der whofe Government Ter/ia firft began to 
flourilh in Commerce : He was after the 
eaftern manner, upon the Death of his Fa- 
ther AMos IL taken out of the Seraglio, 
where he had fpent his Time in Indolence and 
Ignorance, and advanced to the Throne. He 
foon gave an unbounded loofe to his Palfions 
and Defires ; and the fble ufe he made of his 
new Power, was to indulge himfelf in all the 
Exceffes of Debauchery and Cruelty. He 
was for ever drunk, and committing fom^ 
Adion either ba(^ or inhuman. Among 
many Inftances of his capricious Tyranny, 
the following is mod: remarkable, which ferves 
not only to (hew the deplorable Condition of 
the common People under fiich Princes, but 
even of thole who have the misfortune to be 

their Minions, and Inftruments of their Cra* 
^Ity. 

SEFh J 
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SEFI^CCfOLICAN was a Lord of great 
Merit, OQ whom he had conferred many 
Marks of his Favour. He had given him the 
Government of the greater Armenia ; his 
two Sons were Favourites at Court', and 
two of his Daughters were in the Royal Se« 
h^lio. A Family ^ deferving and fo ho- 
floured, feemed Secure from Fortune ; yet 
it happened otherwife. The Armenian Pa- 
triarcn'had s» Difpute with the Governor 
iabout raifing a Tax, which was laid on the 
Chriftians of that Country for the payment 
of his DebtSt The Governor had appointed 
Commifiioners to levy this Tak ; tnis the 
Patriarch oppofed, iniiftir^, that fince the 
Money was to be applied to his Ufe, he 
ought to appoint the Receivers : and accu* 
fiog the Governor of a D^^jgn of imbezzling 
the Contributions, the Afrair was carried to 
' Court, whither the Patriarch went in Perfon 
- to den^and Refief, and procured feveral of 
his Countrymen to accompany him, and ac* 
cording to Cuftom, to feek for Ji^ice^ by 
loud Cries before the Palace-Gate. His De- 
iign fucceeded Notwithftanding the Go- 
vernor's creat Power and Intercft at Court, 
the People were heard^ and their Petition 
received, by the King^s Order, in the pre- 
fence of the whole Court. 

The Governor's two Sons heard their 
Father's Oppreffion and Injuftice reprefented 
with great Aggravations, with all the Pride 
f&d Indignation natural to haughty Favou* 
*" ^ xitcs. 


}8o HiBE^Nicusj Letters. 

ric^s. When i;he King had heard the Re- 

2uefl:, he called the elded and told him^ 
Jove I not charged you in my Name to write 
to your Father to treat my S^ubjelfs with 
Moderation ? Have you negleiied my Com^ 
ptands ? Or does he dejpi/e them ? The 
F^Tourite humbly endeavoured to excufe his 
Father and hioiielf, with which the King 
feemed fatisfied and retired. The Court 
broke up immediately ; and the youngefl; of 
the Brothers, called Njefir-Alibec^ going out 
of the Palace, met feveral of the Petitioners 
at this Gate. In his Infblence and Padion he. 
firfl: abufed them, which they returning like 
Men in deipair, his Reientment increafed, 
and he ftruck thole who were neareft with 
his Cane ; and they refifting, he drew his 
Sabre, and continued his Rage in afTaulting 
them, tho without wounding any. The poor 
Wretches, thus reduced to the laft extremi* 
ty, renewed their Cries, and complained 
that their Fate was iniupportable ; fince be- 
ing come to feek Redrefs from the violence 
of the Father^ who had taken their Fortunes^ 
they were expofed to the Rage and Malice 
of the Sons^ who /ought their Lives. Thefe 
JBxclamations became at length fo loud, that 
they reached the King, who being informed 
what had occafioned them, commanded that 
the Offender fhould lofe his Arm. As foon 
as it was executed, he retired* into the iS*^ 
raglio^ where the News of the Favourite's 
Misfortunes foon reached the Ears of his 

Sifti 
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Sifters. As the Fair Sex in thofe Countries 
indulge their Paflions in a more violent de- 
gree than with us, fb one of thefe Ladies trani^ 
ported with Grief and PafHon,. flew to the 
King, and in the Violence of her Rage, not 
only loaded him with the bittereft Reproach* 
€S, but attempted to fliow her Revenge by 
Actions ; which the Barbarian returned by 
ordering her to be burnt alive, which was 
executed on the Spot. 

Thus began the Misfortunes of the Fa- 
mily, which however did not as yet reach 
the Governor. Soon after the Court went 
from the Capital to Casbin. While it ftaid 
there, as the King was diverting himfelf one 
day with feeing the Troop of Women-Dan- 
cers who attended the Court, he mifled one 
of them, who had been his Favourite. Upon 
inquiring for her, he was told (he was left 
behind at IJpahan^ on account of Indifpod- 
tion. He ordered (he fhould be (ent for, 
and when flie came, he asked the Reafbn of 
her ftay ; (he Tinfwered, She had been ill. 
He demanded what had cured her ? She 
anfwered. Wine. The King being iufpicious, 
commanded her to tell him where jhe had 
drank it ? She told him, with Nefir-Alibec. 
This inflamed the King, and enraged that a 
difgraced Favourite fhould dare to rival him 
in his Pleafures, he commanded he fhould be 
imprifbned, his Goods confilcated, and his 
Seraglio firft expoied to publick View, and 
then foldt The great Steward, one of the 

moft 


moft confiderable Eunqclis id the Pakce^ 
ftrtviiig ca mitigate the Royal Anger, was 
immeciately fkad alivet Oidets were imm^ 
diately difpatched for Sefi-CouHc^f^'s Di%tace 
and imprUbomeot. Not very long after be 
was reftored, and Kefir^AUbec his Sim was 
brought to Coort by the Kill's Order with 
great Magpificence. The King publickly 
pareflTed mm, gave him a Hand of Gold 
enameli'd, adorned with Rings to the Value 
of 5otO0o Crowns, and promifed him not 
only his perpetual Favour, but alio afTured 
him he would never prefs him to drink wkh 
him. All the Court drove to gain the young 
Favourite, by Prefents and Submiflions : ya 
in four mouths he was again baniibed for 
refufing to debauch with the King, who con^ 
^inualiy iniportuned him. Thus far Sir "Johiit 
Chardin^s Account. From the fame Author 
I ihall add one Adventure more tragiical, 
which happened about the fame tinie to ano* 
tber conhoerable Perfbn of that Court. 

Frqm C^j-^i^the Court went to pais the 
Winter in Hyrcauta. A Glazier was one 
evening at work, mendit^ the Windows oi 
an Apartment belonging to the Queen-Mo» 
ther; Tho the Snow and Froil were then 
very icvere, yet he both wrought hfrnfelf, 
and encour^^ his Men to work with great 
application. The King paiHng by, flop'd to 
ouerve him ; and feeing him io diligent, yet 
trembling with Cold, called for htm, took oC 
his own Robe, which was of Zibelms. and 

put 


nri jBiSKNicusi Lietters. 39} 

put it on the Artiiaa : Thos was his Forcuae 
made* He was thence conduded to the 
Bath, perfomed, richly habited, and brought 
ta kiis the King's Feet, who beftow'd on him 
a condderable Poft, and 2009000 Crowns in 
Lands and Money. 

The fame night the King drank hard with 
Ibme of his principal Courtiers, among the 
reft Cojrou-Can, Governor of Hyrcania^ and 
General of the Mufqf$eteers^ a Lord of great 
Courage and Generosity, and much beloved 
by the King. In the heat of Wine, the Ge- 
neral addrdii'd the Prince thus : Will your 
Majejiy allow your Slave a momenfs hearing ? 
The Troops lie here incamped in the C^d^ 
and are but ill provided for. Would it not 
have been better to have given 2005000 Crowns 
amongjl them^ than to a poor Tradejman^ 
to whom 1 00 T^iftoles had been a Treajure ? 
The King, drunk as he was, ihew'd, by his 
Looks, he diiprovM the Liberty of the Ge* 
nerai's Queftion ; who obferving the danger 
which threatned him, |ell at his feet, and 
implored his Mercy. The King rofe, and 
threw himfelf on a Pile of Cuihions, where 
he fell afleep, and the General in a little time 
retired. _ When the King awoke, he renew'd 
the Debauch, and ordered them to fill to 
Coyrou-^anf but was informed he was gone. 
The King enraged at his abfence, ordered 
, ManJour^Can tp go and fetch him his Head. 
It is the Cuflom, when fuch Orders are gi- 
ven by the King in drink, for the Court to 

inter* 
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iDtercede. Bat the General's ill Fortune pre-^ 
vail'd, and no one appear'd for him. Man^ 
Jbur-Can^ accompany'd by a Slave to perfomr 
the Execution, went to the General's Palace, 
and demanded to fee him from the King. 
The unhappy Lord appearing, he told him : 
The King fends me for your Head ; throw 
yourfelf on the Ground. He reply'd, / am 
re^iAy to obey ; but as I am innocent^ I can^t 
believe the King is refblved on my T)eath : 
Allow me time for my Prayers, The other 
full of triumphant Malice deny'd his requefl, 
and ordered the Slave to perform his Com- 
mands. Scarce was the bloody Execution 
finiih'd, when a Meflenger arrived from the 
King, who was grown more fbber, with a 
Counter-orden The Monarch exprefled 
much concern for his Death, and reproved 
Manfour-Can for his cruel Diligence. 

I HAV£ chofen thefe two out of many 
Inflances of that young Monarch's capricious 
Barbarity, which are to be met with in that 
Author : they are, I think, plain Evidences 
of how little fignificance to the Happinefs 
of their PoflefTors, either the Virtues of the 
Mind, or the good Qualities of the Body, 
or the Goods of Fortune are under fiich Go* 
vernments ; nay, rather, how often thofe 
Advantages only ferve to expofe them to 
greater Misfortunes. Their Lives and Ef^ 
rates ?re at the mercy of a Tyrant,- nursM 
up ia Pride, Vice, and Cruelty ; who Jinows 
no plcafure, but the full Gratifications of a 

wanton 
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wantod Appetite ; and has no boands to his 
Power but his Caprice. They are taught by 
their Religion an implicit Submiflion to his 
Will ; add he is by his Education taught to 
confider them» as Creatures made for his Uie 
and Pleafure. Thus he can wantonly fport 
with the Miferies of his Subjects, as if they 
were Beings of in inferior kind. The Royal 
Savage can behold Beauty and Innocence, 
and Virtue in diftreis, with an infendble 
Heart ; and glory in Actions, for \yhich a 
Mortal of inferior quahty would be juftly 
punifhed with Torments and Death. 

My Lord Molefworth^ in his excellent 
Preface to the Account of "Denmark^ has 
obiervM, that Liberty, like Health, is a 
Bleding we never fo truly value, as when we 
feel its lois. I wifh we may never have luch 
an Occafion of being taught its Worth. It 
will be to every good aod worthy Mind in- 
citement, enough to cherifh and increafe the 
love of Liberty, to refledt on the Condition 
of thole Nations which want it mod. Such a 
Confideration repeated often, would (Irength- 
en that glorious Principle. The power of 
Humanity and Benevolence would rife upon 
us^ and teach us not only to cdeem our 
Conftitution as we oughts but to wifh our 
whole Species free and happy as ourfelves. 
Till we come to this point, our Zeal for 
Liberty is imperfciSt.. Vl^e often pray for the 
propagation of Chriflianity ; and yet of how 
little ufe would that be to a People who were 
, Vol. II. C c not 
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not iree ? Let us then join to it oar WifheSv 
that tbefe two iuvaluable BlelHogs may go 
together, and that with a Religion which is 
itfelf Freedom, the whole Race of Mankind 
may be reftored to that Liberty which is 
their undoubted natural Right, which they 
xnay be robbed oi, but caa never forfeit ; and 
the lols of which can never be made op by 
all the other Advantages they can poffibly 
enjoy. 

*. / *M» your very humble Servant r 

J.M. 


N* p8. Saturday, February \%, 1725-7. 

To the AuT HO K of the T>ublin Journal. 
Ju/^ue datum fieleri. L u c a n. 

SIR, 

HAVE, in a former Paper, coa- 

fidered the Spirit of Perfecotion, 

as a Temper of the Min^ ; and 

ebdeavourcd to fhew, from the 

manner in which it always makes 

its appearance, that it mud proceed either 

from a very ill-difooled Heart, or elfe from 

a Head of fuch a angular call, as to miftake 

tfae 
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the very Notions of Good and Evil, of 
Right and Wrong. If indeed Wrath and 
Violence be figns of a good Temper ; if a 
particular Warmth of Affection for one fmall 
Sed: of Men, and an unconquerable Averfion 
to all the World beHdes, (peak a Difpotition 
univerfally benevolent ; H it fhews Pity and 
Companion, to delight and rejoice in the 
Torments of others* and a generous diHn- 
terefted Spirit, to believe every body un- 
worthy to live in this World, or to go any 
where in the next but to a Place of everlau- 
ing Burnings, who does not intirely agree 
with us in any certain Syftem of Specula- 
tion : If thefe things, I lay, are condftent, 
then what I have advanced is falfe and abliird^ 
and delerves to be anathematized among the 
^ word and vileft of Herefies. But if hating ' 
Men without a juft Caufe be a Crime ; if it 
' be Murder to knock out the Brains of ouc 
Fellow-Creatures, without any other Provo- 
cation, than their barely thinking contrary 
to what we think ; and if a Delight in pu- 
niihing Men, who have neither done, nor 
projected any real Injury to us, or any body 
elle, be Cruelty and Injullice ; then I muu 
remain of opinion, that Bigotry and Perfe* 
cotton can owe their Original to nothing 
either rational, or amiable. 

I T is a faying of him who brought down 
the glorious Ncv^s of Teace on Earth^^^zadi 
Good-will towards Men, that a Tree is beft 
known by its Fruits. And therefore the 

Cc 2 furcft 
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fureft way to know what manner of Spirit 
they are of, who imagine it their duty to 
extirpate all who are not of the fame Fairly 
with themfelves, will be to refled a little 
on the Ways and Means, by which that 
godly T)ifctfline was firft eftabliftied in the 
World, and the Confequences which the Pro- 
pagation of it has had on the Welfare of 
Mankind. And if it iball appear that this 
blefTed Plant is of fuch a nature, as to fufler 
no others to grow in its Neighbourhood, I 
hope every one will be convinced of the 
neceflity for having ic hewn down, and caft 
into the Fire. 

The Myjiery of Iniauity, for fo it was 
JiaJl . called by one of the politcft Geritlfeto en, as 
well as the bed Men of the primitive Chri- 
ftians, began very early to work among the 
Profeflbrs of that Name. Among the Apo- 
ftles themfelves, we find there were fome, 
who had no higher Notions of the Kingdom 
of Chriji, than of a mere temporal Sove- 
reignty, which was to abibrb all others into 
itfelf, and dazzle the whole World with its 
Splendor and Magnificence. In this King- 
dom they all expeded to be made Miniflcrs 
of State ; and, like other ambitious Cour- 
tiers, were often quarrelling for the highcft 
l^laces and Preferments, as wb^^ould fit 
on the Right, and who on ih^Wjcft Hand 
of their Mailer in his Kingdom. Nor were 
they wanting, upon fome occafions, to llievv . 
how ready they would have been to exercife 

their 
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their Power to the utmoft, whenever it 
fhould come into their hands. They won- 
dered, and feemed to take it ill too, that 
their Matter did not call doWn Fire from 
Heaven on the unbeHeving Samaritans. 
And fo little did they profit under the divine 
Inttra<9:ions and lovely Example of him they 
followed, that it does not appear from the 
whole Hiftory of the Gofpel, they ever had 
entertained a right Notion of the Genius and 
Spirit of Chriftianity, till fome time after the 
Death of its Founder; when partly by a mi- 
raculous Operation, and partly from a Senfe 
of their own Sufferings, thcy^l^nd how in- 
confiftent it was with the pure and peaceable 
Religic^n they profeflfed, to devour and per- 
(ecute one another, on account of their dif- 
ferent Conceptions concerning it. 

Happy had it been for the World, had 
thofe who have been called the SuccefTors of 
thefe Men, made the like Ufe of the Seve- 
rities under which they fmarted, before Chri- 
ftianity became the prevailing Religion in 
the Roman Empire. But no (boner were 
they delivered from Perfecution themfelves, 
and favoured with the Countenance of Au- 
thority, than they began to exert the fame 
Spirit againft one another, and divided them- 
felves into Parties, upon the moft trifling 
Debates ; whofe Hatred continued longer, 
and had much worfe Effecl^s, than the mott 
famous DiflTenfions which are to be met with 
in Hiftory. 

C c 3 Onk 
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O N E of the firft Coofequences of Perfe-» 
cation in the Chriftun World was the Decay 
of pure and genuioe Religion* by fetting up 
a flaming Zeal for certain Tenets and Points 
of Speculation as the Ted of Chriflianity^ 
rather than a good and religions Life. The 
Heads of the ieveral Seds, in order to 
flrengthen their Party, and gratify their Am* 
bition, were wont to indulge the Faults of 
their Followers, provided they continued 
firm in that Syftem of Belief which they 
dictated to them. The Queflion in debate 
was always the one thing necedary $ and 
every thing elfe made to give way tp it. A 
metaphyfical Nicety, or a certain Form of 
technical Terms, were the Marks of Diftinc^ 
tion, and the Badges either of Piety, or Ir- 
religion. This eat out the very Heart and 
Life of Chriftianity ; and fet up the Mockery 
of Religion in its place. The Laity were 
over-run with Ignorance and Superflition ; 
and the Clergy with Pride and Luxury. All 
Ranks and Orders of Men were either en- 
jaged in the Confufions and Uproar of the 
Ieveral contending Parties, or affedfced by 
them. Every kind of Bufineis was made to 
give place to thefe Squabbles ; and the whole 
Management of publick Affairs direded to 
fupport the Intereft of this or the other Or- 
thodox Party, without any regard to the 
general Good ; infbmuch that the greatest 
and mod flourifliing Empire the World .ever 
(aw i% reckoned to owe its R^ip, in a great 

meafure. 
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sneaiore, to the Diforders occafioned by this 
meaos. Nor muft it be omitted, that the 
Propagation of Muhometifin was very much 
an Effcd: of the fame Cauie ; many Perfonsi 
who embraced it, at that time publickly de- 
claring, they had forfaken Chriuianijty* pure* 
ly on account of the cruel and implac^U^ 
Spirit which reigned among its Followers. 

A T length, when Matters were (ufficientjy 
tipened, and tfaoie who had kindled thele 
Animofities among ChriRians had gained their 
point, it appeared what was the true Spring 
of ail this mighty Zeal. The Stru^e w^ 
for nothing but Power and Xireatnefs. A 
Succeilion of afpiring Prelates at Rome^ ta« 
Jcing advantage of the Abience and Wcaknefs 
of the Roman Emperors, had formed a De* 
iign of eredling a temporal as well as ipiri* 
tual Sovereignty in the Weftern Parts of Eu- 
rope. To carry on thisDefign, it was nc- 
<:efrary to fet themielves up for the Sub(li<* 
tutes of Heaven, and their Decrees for the 
Only true Standard both of Faith and Man- 
ners. The Confofions of thofe Times, and 
the univerfal Ignorance occaiioned by them^ 
gave them all the Succeis they could pofliUy 
have defired. Mankind received their Yoke ; 
and for ibme Ages their Tyranny remained 
unrefifted and uncontroverted. They drain- 
ed the whole Wealth of the World into their 
own Coffers ; and while themielves were 
wallowing in the moft fcandalous Luxury, 
were perpetually ilTuing out their pious Pe-p 

Cc4 frees 
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crees for codfiDiog the poor Laity to Batter 
and Eggs, that they might not have heart 
and courage enough to attempt thb recoyery 
of their Liberty. The Subjeds of the Na- 
tions who had fubmitted to this Bonds^e, 
were fleeced and bcggar'd at the pleafiire of 
their fpiritual Guides ; and their Princes ei- 
ther lulled afleep with Pilgrimages and Pe- 
nances, or emplbyed on romantick Expedi- 
tions for extirpating Solddns and Sofhies^ 
and recovering a whimdcal Property in* a 
Heap of old Ruins. This was to divert them 
from looking into the Incroachments thole 
holy Fathers were making upon their Rights, 
and the Liberty of their Kingdoms. A Di- 
verfion, which occupied the Chriftian World 
for about a hundred and fifty Years ; depo- 
pulated the mod Hourifhing Provinces of 
'Eui^pe, and Afia ; and coft the Lives of 
more brave and gallant Men, than perhaps 
any other (ingle Expedition we read of in 
Hiftory. 

Things continued in this State, till the 
revival of Letters ; at which time many Per- 
ibtis beginning to think for themielves^ faw 
into the Abfurdity of feveral Dodrines and 
Ufages then in vogue ; and had the Virtue 
honeftly and boldly to attack them. This 
tvas totiching in a tender place : For as thofe 
Dodrines and Uiages had no other Founda- 
tion, than the Authority of what was called 
the Church, to arraign them was the fame 
thing \fith refifling that Authority \ and 
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«onfequeQtly could not fiiil being made equal- 
ly criminal with High Xreafon in a State* 
Thus Periecution came again into play. The 
Pretence was the Good of Meps Souls, and 
the Honour of God, whici) they aiTerted to be 
Impaired by denying the eftablifli'd Do<3:rines. 
But that lofolence of Power which thoie Pre- 
tenders ^ways exercifed^ and their lazy luxu* 
ripus manner of living, made it evident, that 
their own Greatneis and Authority was the 
folt Mark they aimi^d at, the Bials of their 
whole Proceedings cooilantly flrawing tha( 
way. 

What then are Bigots, at the bed, but 
the Dupes of crafty and deHgning Men, who 
make them the fupports of their Tyranny 
and Oppredion ? Well inclined Men may 
perhaps be drawn in to believe many things 
of great Importance to Salvation, which arc 
qot {q. But if they ihali carry this fb far, as 
tp be cruel and rapacioqs in the maintenance 
pf fdch Opinions, and conceive a fettled 
AverHon againft the Bulk of their Species for 
denying them;^ what can we think, but that 
they have degenerated from Human Nature 
into Brutes ? For whoever hates without a 
iu^cient ^eafbn, arifing either from unjufl: 
Treatmpnt, or a known Perverfenels of Dil^ 
pofition Ip the hatefql Objed:, hates from 
Antipathy, as Brutes dp ; and facrifices to 
the Animal that part of his Nature which is 
jbp Manly, ^4 the Divine. 

If 
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I F we look into the prefenc State of thofe 
Countries where Bigotry and Periecution 
prevail, we ihall be dill farther convinced, 
that this is really the Cafe ; and that thdfe 
Principles are always buiit on the Ruins of 
Humanity and Virtue, ^ure Religion and 
undefiled is a ftranger to their Gates, who 
are for dragging Men into what they call 
the true Faith. A blind Submiflion to their 
Priefls, is made the Mark and Touchftone of 
the People's being in a State of Salvation. 
For this reafbn they iludy nothing but how 
to plea(e them, by giving up the Fruits of 
their Labour and Induftry into their hands, 
without regarding the Neceffities either of 
their Families, or Country. Profligate Men 
are hereby encouraged to the commiflion of 
the vileft and mpft barbarous Crimes, upon 
the hopes they are all to be atoned for by 
having a Jbund Faiths and going thro' a 
Courlc of feiritual Mummeries, The fre- 
quent AflTailinations and other Diforders, 
which every day happen in Spain and Italy ^ 
are no doubt owing to this Caufe, efpecially 
when they fee the Dired:ors of their Confci- 
ences fb openly and boldly give into the 
fame. Hence it alio is, that ^here are more 
Banditti^ and publick Robbers in thofe 
Countries, than any where eMe in Europe ; 
it being almoft impoflible for Men of high 
Spirits to live eafily and comfortably there 
by any other Employment, unlefs they have 
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bad the good lack either to be bora Princes^ 
or adoptod into the Cborch. 

Need I add co all this, that Trade axui 
Commeice, Arcs and Sciences, aiways rMt 
or faU in proportion as the Priiicipae^ i)f 
Perfecotiofi have le& or more Influence Bpoai 
a Nation ? This is a Conieqnence v^ich 
has been ^wned by fiigots clKflifelves. i have 
ieen a Tteatife written by a Proceftanc Dir 
vine, one who called himfeif ib ^t ieafl; 
wherein he lays it down as one of the Canfiss 
of the Oec^ of Religion in England, the 
great Increaie of Trade ; by means of which 
the Laity were grown f[> rich and lb know^ 
tog^ that they de^nfed the Admonitions of 
the Priefthood, and conieqnently were iank 
into Irreligicn and Profanenefs. This was 
teiUng the World very plainly what he, and 
inch Men as he, would be at ; and tbat tbeir 
Principles cannot but be deftrudive to Trade 
andito Knowlec^e, iince they find Trade and 
Knowledge lb inconfiftent ^wtth the Propaga^ 
tion of them. Bat indeed At was the »mese 
Force of Truth extorted this Conceiiien; 
fincein all thoie Countries where Men et^of 
the Liberty of their iConiciences unmolefted, 
we ihall conftantly find a vafl: concourleof 
People, a perpetual hurry of Bufinds ; aU 
the Signs of Wealth, Plenty, and Induftry.^ 
the Looks of Men at once brightned up with 
Difpatch, and Chearfulnels ; and thoie of a 
more elegant' and ibft turn of Genius impro- 
ving all thofe Arcs which are either ufefiil or 

orna* 


3^6 HiBERNicusj Letters. 

ornamental to Mankind Whereas in thole 
States where Men are obliged by penal Laws 
to be of one Faith, and one Mind, there is 
little to be met with among the common 
People, but Barbarity and grofs Ignorance, 
joinied with a ftupid Indolence and Inappe« 
tency to every Enjoyment in Life beyond 
Neceflity ; among the great ones perpetual 
Frolick and Debauchery ; and the Soil where- 
in they live, however bled with all the Ad- 
vantages of Nature, every where wearing a 
Face of Poverty and Deiblation, except about 
the Palaces of Princes, and the Retirements 
of the Clergy. 

I F we regard therefore our Country, ot 
Mankind, we muft think it our duty to re- 
^t€t often on thefe things, and by revolving 
the Evils of them in our Minds, enlarge out 
Thoi^hts with Sentiments of Humanity and 
Generofity for thole who differ from us ; 
liQce by doing otherwife, befides the Injury 
<ione to innocent Perfbns at prefent, we ihall 
lay a Foundation for {6 niany future Calami- 
ties to our Country and Pofterity ; which as 
other Nations once as great and happy as we, 
could not prevent, fo neither can we hope 
to efcape, but by difcouraging all thole ty- 
jrannicd and impofing Principles whicl]^ have 
a tendency to bring them on. 


I am^ SIRt Tours ^ &c 


N? 99. 


H I B £ R K I c u s*s Letteri. 3 ^^ 



N** P9. Saturday, March 4, i725»7. 


1^ 



To the ' A u T H o R of the "Dublin JournaL 

In nova fert animus* ■ - • Ovid* 

SIR. 

£ N E R A L Satires, and Refle<%ioQS 
on whole Societies of Men, ifiade 
without any manner of diftini^ion, 
have always been iook'd upon, by 
Men of Senfe, as the EShO:s rather 
of Ill-nature than Judgment. For tho there 
may be, and generally are ill Men, and ridi- 
culous Cbaraaers in all Societies, and among 
all Ranks of People ; yet that arifes not from 
their being of this or the other Community, 
but from particular Failings, which would 
break out, and difcover themfclves in what- 
ever Station of Life the Perfons fubjed: to 
them ihould happen to be placed. 

Indeed it mud be owned, that Mens 
Vices, or Follies will appear differently, ac- 
cording to the manner of their Education, 
or the refpedive Profeffion they follow ; 
and fo form a diftincS Charader cither of Vil- 
lany, or Abfurdity. This weak Minds are 
very apt to miftakc, and to imagine, that what 

only 
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only by accident heightens a Charader^ or 
gives it (bme few pecnliar diftingnifliiog Linea- 
ments, either entirely conftitutes it, or at lead: 
is.eiTential to it. And becaofe certain Cha- 
raders are only to be found in certain Pro^ 
feflions, the witty Malice of fuch ill-judging 
Obfervers immediately runs away with the 
Notion, that all who are of thofe Profeflibns 
mud of courfe be entitled to all the ill Charac- 
ters which are among them. Thus becaufe 
Pettifoggers and Quacks are kinds of Vermin 
peculiar to the Profeflions of Law and Phy- 
flick, how wonderfully arch are all your great 
Jokers^ and Brightners of Converfation upon 
thole Faculties, as if all the Gentlemen be- 
longing to them were a Set of Cheats and 
Impoftors ? And yet it is certain, that all the 
Mirth raifed on this account is as uujuft as it 
is ilUhatured ; and that the Reproach, or the 
Je(l» only lies againfl: the Mifcondu^ of par- 
ticular Perfbns, who would have become the 
Objeds of Satire, had they belonged to any 
other Profcflion. The Pettifogger and the 
Quad^ would indeed have exchanged ^me 
accidental Circumftances in their Chara£lers» 
had they happened to exchange their Manner 
of Jiving ; but flill they wouidhave kept their 
original Deformities, and a<3:ed, tho in a dif* 
ferent Gefture and Air, the Cheat and theim- 
poftor. Audio may we conclude of every 
other Profefllon and Employment in Life. 

These general Reflediions, being moflrfy 
the effeft of Spleen, and Diiguft, rile in pro- 

portion. 
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portion, as the Perfbns who make them have 
Deen anfaccefsful in the puriuit of whatever 
they ftrongly dciired, and fanfied they me- 
rited And as the Splenetick are a Species 
that few People care for humouring, their 
Prejudices are continually growing upon them 
together with their Difappoiotments, and ga- 
thering new matter of Venom from repeated 
Affironts and RepuUes. A Man therefore, 
who by liiffering his Pride and Vanity to get 
the better of his Good-nature, has once hear- 
tily been put out of humour with his old 
Friend^ and Acquaintance, is in great danger 
of being kept continually lb as long as he lives, 
lee him converfe with as many as ne will, and 
of enlarging his Antipathies till they become 
univerfal. So that I ihould not be lurprized, 
if a Man of this Temper, who by his Arro- 
gance and Capricioumefs had rendered him-* 
lelf odious and conten^tible to all wife and 
good Men, ihould at lad, to complete his 
FoUy and Mifery, grow out of conceit with 
Human Nature itfelf, and figure in his Imagi* 
nation fbme of the brute Species as a more ex- 
cellent and lovely Kind of Beings than Man* 
kind. 

But there is one common Inilance of this 
unhappy Temper, which I intend more parti« 
cularly to. animadvert upon at prefent, which 
difcovers itfelf in grievous Complaints and 
Murmurings againft the Age in which People 
happen to live, as more vicious, more cor- 
fupr, and in every refpe<^ inferior to any of 
T the 
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the foregoing. This Cry is fb often repeated; 
Without any apparent Neceffity, that, were 
there nothing eife in it, every By-ftander muft 
judge it the tfkGt of Lightnefs and Indiicre- 
tion. It has been tranfmitted down from 
Age to Age, and bequeathed as a kind of 
Legacy by the Malecontents of one Genera* 
tion to thofe of another. Had every Age 
been really as bad as the diffatisfied People 
who lived in it have rfcprefented it, and the 
Degeneracy of Mankind gone on in the fame 
propdrtiofi with the Complaints of it^ it is 
iiardly poflible to conceive, but that we mud 
long ere now have funk to fuch a degree, that 
fcarce one among us could have been able to 
make thefe wife Obfervations on our D^ene- 
racy, whatever room the wieked World 
might have happened to give for them.- Bat 
we find, that this fame World, tho growing 
every day worfe and worfe, has ftood for fe- 
veral thoufands of Yearsy without any other 
confiderable Alteration in Mankind, than that 
Ibme Nations, formerly rich and flourifhing, 
and their Inhabitants excelling in all intellec- 
tual and moral Accomplilhments, are now 
become poor and miferable, favage and unci- 
vilized ; while other Kingdoms, at that time 
leis happy in thofe refpeds, have changed 
Conditions with them, and iiicceeded to thofe 
Bleffings which their Neighbours have loft, 

This, I believe, will be found a true State 
of the Cafe with refped to Mankind in aU 
Ages, whacfoever Changes either of Foxtuoe 

or 


or Manners may happen in particular Kiag^ 
doiBS. Nay, 1 will go farther, and ven- 
ture to affirm, that the World, at this pre- 
ient^» is much advanced both in Virtue and 
Knowledge, beyond what it was Ibme years 
ago. Jt is true, that iince the Ipreading of 
Arts and Sciences, and the Invention of a 
great many Manufa(3xires both comfortable 
and ornamental in Life, our manner of living 
is very different fropoi what it was formerly, 
and confequently our Puriuits more numerous 
and more extenfive* We neither feed nor 
clot;he in that fimple and artleis manner our 
Anceftors did, and which they had no other 
realbn for confining themlelves to, than their 
Ignorance of one more eaiy and commodious^^ 
The Paflions of Men are the fame in all 
Ages ; and only their Circumflances and Cu- 
floms vary ; in the compliance with which, 
generally fpeaking, there is neither Virtue 
Bor Vice, while Men continue fo far Mailers 
of their Realbn, as not to make their Happi- 
nefs depend on them. The Error and the 
Vice of iiich things confift in Peoples placing 
their Afleif^ions fo much on them, that they 
cannot live without them, and lofe the Relim 
of Being, whenever, by any Misfortune, 
they are deprived of them. So, in this re* 
fped:, the Falhions of former times are neither 
better nor worfe than thofe of our own. There 
were Diflindions among Men then as well 
as now ; land the great and the rich lived as 
much above the common rate as at this time^ 
Vol, II. D d and 
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and confequentiy might have their Minds 
dazzled with the Reflexion of their own 
Grandeur imd Dignity, as much as any Peo« 
pie qan be in Times of the greateft Wealth 
and Magnificence. And if we look into the 
Hiftory of former Ages, we^ali find» that 
in what to us would appear to be Meannefs 
and Simplicity, People then could exprefs 
the fame Vanity and Luxury that is done at 
prefent, with much greater real Parade and 
Expence. Nor were there fewer Contefts 
and Struggles then than now, to arrive at 
Preeminence and Grandeur, nor le(s Fraud 
and Violence made ule of to compafi the 
Ends they had in view. ' So far from it, that, 
on the contrary, they were continually going 
together by the. ears, and involving their 
Country in Blood and Confufion, opon the 
moft trifling Occasions, either to enlarge their 
Domains, or extend their Authority over 
their Tenants and VafTals. Whereas now 
Men can, and every day adually do, make 
themielves rich and powerful, without hav« 
ing recourfe to fuch violent adddeftrud:ive Me* 
thods ; and in the quiet and inoflenfive way 
of Trade, Commerce, and Induftry, jMir- 
chafe large and noble Fortunes to themfeJves 
and Familie^"^ and all this not only without 
injuring, but^by being greatly advantageous 
to their Country. So that, in Ihort, if Peacc> 
Quiet, and Plenty be preferable to Rapine 
and Tyranny, Pride and Poverty, the pre-* 
fent evil Age, upon the coroparilon, will be 

found 
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found to have much the better of a great many 
others which have been fet up its as Riv als, 
by thoie fuperciiious Reformers, who cannot 
. imagine how Men can be virtuous, without 
.returning into a State of Nature ; in whicb^ 
unlels our Paflions were entirely extindl, it 
is impoflible v^e could live^ without being 
cxpoied to Evils of the fame kind with thofe 
which are the Subject of Complaint at pre- 
fent. 

But we are told that Luxury and Prodiga- 
lity were never at fuch a height as now ; 
and that, in thefe Kingdoms at ieafV, we are 
prodigioufly fallen from the plain and frugal 
Ways of our Fore-fathers, an Age or an Age 
and half ago, and confcquently have loft 
much of their Innocence and Virtue. And 
why, pray ? The true Reafon of our living 
more expensively is the Increafe of our Trade 
and Ricnes^ which would be of no u(e to us, 
if we were to confine ourlelves to the bare 
Neceflaries of Life, without regard to Di- 
flini^on . and Eleg^ce. But what Influence 
this fliould have on our Innocence or Vir- 
tue, I am not able to underdand. Pray were 
not our Grandmothers, in the Days of good 
Queen Be/s^ drefTed as fine as Hands could 
make them, and with as much Expence, in 
proportion to their Fortunes, as our Ladies 
are now ? And might not thofe venerable Ma- 
trons carry on as many Intrigues in a Ruff^ 
zfxA Farthingale^ as are pollible to be done in 
a Hooj^^j^etticoat ^ And is it not probable, 

Dd 2 that 


that there were. Prudes, and Coquettes in 
thole Habits as well as now ? It is certain, 
there were then Diftindions of Habits, as 
now, according to Peoples different Ranks- 
and Stations ; and doubtlefs, the well'dreiTed, 
People were as vain and puffed up of being 
fo, as the Beaus^ and the Belles of the pre- 
fent A^e. In fhort, thefe things being in 
their own nature indifferent, the ufc of them 
is no farther criminal, than as it may need* 
leily exhauft what ought to lupply the Ne- 
ceflaries of Life ; or elfe as it may infeeble 
the Mind, and give it an Inclination to con- 
fider outward Show and Equipage, as the 
figns of inward Worth and Excellence ; in 
both which refpe<9:s there are no doubt Peo- 
ple in every Age, who very juftly delerve to 
be cenfured. But it fhows great weaknels to 
reckon thefe Faults peculiar to any fingle Age, 
when we find the wife Men of every former 
Age complaining of them in their Times. 

I w o u L D by no means be uuderftood to 
apologize for Luxury of any fort, which pre- 
vails but too much in all Times and Places, 
and is productive of the greateft Evils which 
can poflibly befal either particular Perfbns, or 
Communities^ But let us not wrongfully ac- 
cufe ourfelves of more Guilt and Folly than 
falls to our Ihare. If we were in reality fo 
much farther gone in Luxury than our Ance- 
ftors, we fliould undoubtedly fee the ill Ef- 
fedis of it, in the decay of Arts and Sciences^ 
of Trade and Induftry j or clfe in the break- 
ing 
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iog out of Fraudy Rapine, and Violence to a 
^eater d^ee, than among our Anceftors. 
But fince we (ee none of thefe things ; and 
on the contrary, find Learning and Commerce 
flouriihing as. much, or more than formerly^ 
and purfue all the Af&irs of Life as quietly 
and regularly, without either Oppreffion 
from within, or Violence from without ; we 
owe that Juftice to ourfelvcs, our Country, 
and the Age we live in, not to run away with 
worfe Opinions of them than they deferve ; 
and ougnt to look upon them as common 
Enemies, who endeavour to raifc Enmity 
among Mankind, by reprefenting them as a 
Race of profligate, abandoned Creatures, en- 
tirely loft to all Scqlc of Honour, Virtue, 
and Goodnefs. 

Therb arefome other particulars, wherein 
the prefent Age has been abufed, without 
any manner of Reafon ; to mention which 
would exceed the Limits of a fingle Paper, 
and will deferve to be made the Subjed of a 
iocceedit^ one. 

/ ufn^ S I /?f 

Tour very humble Servant ^ 

HlBERNlCUS. 



I 


^^ 
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N** loo- Saturday^ March ii, \'Ti.6--j. 
TothcAuTHORofthe2)«i//» Journal. 

Say not thou, what is the Caufe that the firmer Days 
were better than theje ? for thou dofi not enquire -wifely 
coTKerningthis. Solomon. 

SIR. 

Y lad Letter was a kind or Afe- 
logy for the prerent Age. I have 
endeavoured to ihew, that the pret 
ftnt Race of Mankind is not na- 
turally more prone to Wickednds 
than thofe who have gone before. If I have 
not done this fo well as 1 Jhould, it is becauie 
the Complaint is fo general and indiftind. 
People who cry out of the Badnefs and De- 
generacy of the Times, would do but fairly 
in letting us know what they mean. Is there 
more aflual Vice in tHe World now than for- 
merly? Why, that may very well be, and 
'et the prefent Age delcrve ne fuch abomina^ 
tie Chara<*er. For if there are more People 
at prelent than in any former Age, and theft 
People have greater Opportunities and Temp- 
tations to indulge a vicious Appetite ; both 
which 
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which are Points extremely probable ; then ' 
indeed it is iikewife probable^ that the Quan- 
tity of Vice is greater now, than when the 
World was thinner of Inhabitants, and Men 
had fewer Incitements to Softnefs and Luxu- 
ry. But this does not Ihew any natural De- 
i>ravity in Mankind now, more than former- 
y. BeftdeS) the growing Numbers of Man- 
kind will no dbubt increaie the Quantity of 
Virtue, as well as of Vice ; and if fo. the 
Merit of whatever Virtue is found among 
Mankind will be (b much the greater, as the 
Allurements and Occafions of gratifying a 
contrary Temper are more flrong and fre« 
quent. 

How is it then, that the World grows 
every day worfc and wcwfe ? Have we left 
Riches, or Commerce, than our Forefathers ? 
Not (b. Are Arts and Sciences on the de- 
cay? Nor that neither. Why, what is the 
matter then ? The,matier I Why we arc grown 
more vicious. And thus we are returned back 
again to where we fet out. But how does it 
appear, we arc grown more vicious ? It is 
owned, that Trade and Commerce, Arts 
arid Sciences are at a greater height than 
the former Age could boafl: of; and by that 
means a way opened for Mankind to exerale 
themfelves in a greater Variety of Employ- 
mentSt and different Occupations, which 
they may purine not only without hurting 
one another^ but to the common Benefit 

D d 4 and 
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' and Advantage. This one would be apt to 
think, is rather an Argument of our growing 
in Virtue than in Vice. For nothing is more 
likely to hinder a Mind from contradiing ill 
Habits, than being employed conftantly in 
fbme honcft, or even inoficnfive Courle of 
AiSlion. The wane of it made the firft Ages 
^ive into the highefl Difbrders, and engaged 
them in perpetual Quarrels Jhd Bloodihed> 
either to procure, or preferve, not the Com* 
forts only, but the very Neceflaries of Life* 
Now as we, at lead in thefe Parts, are much 
free from thole terrible Diibrders, and en* 
joy a thoufand Conveniences which former 
TimesL wete entirely ignorant of; this I ap* 
prehend, is a good Proof, that either we are 
lefe vicious, or tinder better Reftraints, than 
the People of Antiquity, fince our Vices are 
not ib produdiive of Calamities as theirs* 
For it cannot be denied; that the Miferies 
of M^ arc always in proportion to their 
Vices ; and confequently, that whenever we 
fee the AfiFairs of Mankind carried on with 
greater Sobriety, Security, and Eafe to the 
Whole, we may lafely Conclude, there is 
either more Virtue in the World, or elfethat 
things are under a better Regulation, how- 
ever great the Failings, or Crimes of Ibme 
particular Men may be. 

I A M fenfible there are ibme, particularly 
among ourfelves, who will call this a begging 
the 'Queftion ; and infift upon it, that the 

State 
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State of things at prefent is entirely wrong, 
and ail the publick Adminiftrations direiSted 
with infinitely greater Corruption and Partia^ 
lity, than in the happy times of our Fore* 
fathers ; between which and oars there is 
no manner of Comparifbn to be made, with 
refped: either to Glory or Profperity. On 
this Head we hear abundance of tragical Ex- 
clamations made every day by People, who 
have no other Reaibn for {6 doing, thaa 
their not being able to relifli a thouiand 
31eilings they enjoy, thro' an immoderate 
defire of fome' favourite Whim they want. 
Others again, Iport off their ill Humour ia 
little Satires, and fly Jokes on Men in 
Power, without confidering, that their Infir- 
mities, fuppofing them rea^, are neither pecu- 
liar to the pre(ent Time or Government, nor 
fo hurtful to the Publick, as to juftify a 
Difafied:ion to our Governors on their ac- 
count. 

It is worth while to enquire a little into 
this matter, to prevent weak and well-mean- 
ing People being impofed on by artful and 
lU-defigning Men, who can find no other 
way of bringing us back to real Slavery 
and Bondage, than by raifing groundleis Cla- 
mours of fatal Meafures, and worie Defigns 
carrying on ^ainft our Liberty at prefent, 
and by making mod unjufl; and falfe Compa« 
rifons between the ftate of Affairs juft now, 
and what it was before the late happy Revo* 

lution. 
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lacioo. This is a common Game played by 
the fadious and difcdntenced of all Nations 
and all Ages, and feldom fails of its Effects 
among the Neceflitods and Unfortunate, who 
feel their own Sufierings too fenfibly, to form 
a right Judgment concerning thoie times, and 
io are eafily made to ims^ine, that the former 
Days were produdlife of much greater Hap- 
pinefs and Tranquillity than the prefent, the 
Fault of which Men are always much readier 
to fix on their Governors, than on them- 
lelves. Among us this Method of poifoninj 
Peoples Minds has been purfued to^ a moi 
icandalous degree. We have been told, with 
the greatefi Impudence, that we are brought, 
fince the late Revolution, under a (late of • 
Force and Slavery ; that the Conftitution has 
been invaded, ^d Law and Juftice pervert- 
ed ; that our Trade is decayed, and the 
Kingdoms impoverifhed ; and that our Glory 
abroad has been facrificed to maintain Ty- 
ranny and Corruption at home: in ihort, 
that we are, in all relpedis, a moil mifera* 
ble and unhappy People, in companion to 
what we were in the golden Days of K. 
James L and K. Charles I. whofe Reigns 
thbfe Gentlemen fet up for the moft per- * 
f^€t Models of Government, and the 
Times of the greatefl: Glory and Felicity 
the Britijh Nations ever enjoy'd. 

Happy is it for our Malecontents them- 
felves^ as well as their Feilow-Subje^s, that 

their 
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their Rcprcfcntations have not one word of 
Truth in them. There is one Point, which 
if true would give them much greater Reaibn 
to complain, and at the fame time very pro- 
bably prevent them from doing it. For if 
both our Laws, and our Governors at pre- 
lent had not a niuch greater regard to Ju- 
(lice, and Humanity, than in tnole happy 
Times which are fb much extolled, our in* 
famous Libellers mud exped other-guife Ufage^ 
than what the Mildnefs of our prefent Con- 
ftitution and Government think fit to inflid; 
upon them. Mafquerades were in ufe in thofe 
Days as well as now among the great Folks, 
and equally cenfured by many in that Age. 
But how different was their Treatment, who 
only made bold to animadvert on the Diver* 
fions'of the Court then, from that which 
now a-days falls to their fhare, who libel not 
only the Court, but the Government, and 
the very CoDflitution of their Country ? 
Our Incendiaries, after having been legally 
found guilty by their Country, arc only 
puniflied with a flight Fine^ and the Pillory. 
Our former Governments did not fupport 
their Authority with to gentle a Hand. How 
ihould we take it at prefent, to fee Men 
iingled out from the moil eminent Profeflions 
in the Nation, and for expreffing their Senti* 
ments of Publick AfBirs, fentenced by an 
arbitrary Court, without the intervention of 
a Jury^ iiot only to (land on the Pillory, but 

to 
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to have their Ears cut clofe, to be branded 
oa i;he Cheek, to pay a Fine of five thoufand 
Pounds, and to iiiffer perpetual Impriibn- 
ment? And how would it found in our Ears» 
to hear an Archbifliop of Canterbur^^ at the 
inftant a Criminal of this fort were enduring 
the painful and diflionourable part of his 
Sentence, moving^ with great Zeal and Fer- 
vency, to have the poor Man gagg'd where 
he floods to hinder him from complaining of 
the Severity and Hardihipof his Caie ? Would 
not fuch Proceedings now be looked upon 
with Amazement and Horror? And yet in 
that fo greatly celebrated Age they were 
thought very proper and neceflary A(9:s of 
Judice. But this part of the Parallel between 
our Age and that, which they chiefly enjoy 
the Benefit of who defcrve it lead, is a very 
inconfiderable Article in the account of the 
Advantages we are poffefTed of beyond thofe 
who lived in that Period, fb much cry'd up 
as the beft and mod profp^rous Time the Bri-^ 
tijh Nations ever faw. 

If we look into the mod approved Hido- 
ries of that Age, or even into the noble ^i-_ 
d orian^ who has given the World the fined 
and mod eloquent Apology for all the Grie* 
' vances complained cyf in it, we Ihall find a 
prodigious difference betwixt the ordinary 
£xerci(e of Government then, and the very 
word things, fuppofing them fadl, which the 
word Enemies of the prefent Settlenaent have 
murmured againd fince the Revolution. Mo- 
ney 
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ney raiied not only without Confent of Par- 
liament, but even in direcSt Oppodtion to the 
Remonftrances of the Nation in Parliament. 
The Trade of the Nation ruined, and the Pro* 
perty of the Subjed: invaded by illegal Mono- 
polies and Prohibitions. Men puniflied both 
in their Perlbns and Eftates for Adions con* 
demned by no Law ; and even, in fome In- 
dances, put to Death, by virtue of a bare 
Warrant under the King's Hand, without any 
Trial, or the lead appearance of a Profecu- 
tion. The Freedom of Parliaments, that 
great Security of the Peoples Libetty, taken 
away, by diflblving them with the utmoft 
Contempt, whenever they gave the leaft Op- 
pofition to the arbitrary Mealurcs of the 
Court, and by imprifbning thofe Mem- 
bers who had mod exerted themfelves in 
defence of the Rights of the People whom 
they reprefented ; a Set of Patriots the bed 
and nobled that had ever fat in any Senate 
fince the Days of antient Greece and 
Rome. Thefe, with numberlcfs other Trant 
a<3:ions of the fame nature, make up the whole 
Hidory of thofe two Reigns I have been 
mentioning ; till the Bulk of the Nation, 
wearied out with io many repeated Acfls of 
Violence and Oppreflion, was obliged to 
have recourie to the lad Remedy, and en^ 
gage in a long and mod calamitous Giyil 
War, the Event of which I need not remind 
my Readers of, fince there is a Day par* 

ticularly 
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^"^^^ ticularly fct apart every Year for that very 
• Furpofe. 

What mooftrous Ingratitude then, and 
Impudence is it, to be continually trumping c^ 
the Happinefs of the Former ^ays^ in order 
to raife a Diflatisfadion with the prelent 
Eflablifhment ? Who now can complain of 
being hurt either in his Perfon or Fortune 
without incurring the Penalty of fome Law, 
and being legally convid:ed of a Crime } Have 
not the Laws made at, andfince the Revolu- 
tion, given us a much greater Security than 
ever before, for the perpetual Enjoyment of 
all our Rights, andf Liberties ? Are our Par* 
liaments interrupted in their Proceedings? 
Are they lecSiured, and bullied, as they ufed 
to be formerly ; or difmifTed in the middle of 
a Sefiion, and their Members ihut up in nafty 
Prifons, for difcharging their Trufl according 
to their Confciences ? In fhort^ are we go- 
verned in any other manner than a free Peo* 
pie ought, by Laws to which we have our- 
felves confentedy as made by Reprefentatives 
of our own x:hoofing ; who tho they may 
miflake in confiilting what may be moft expe** ^ 
dient for the publick Good, yet it is hardly 
to be thought they can all conipire to give up 
the Rights and Liberties of their Country, in 
which they have themfeives fo great and vifi- 
ble an Intereft ? 

These are Queftions every Man oi^ht 
to ask his own Heart, and withal to compare 

the 
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the diflerent Figure his Country makes novir, 
fitDm what it formerly did^ when the Cares of 
our Princes were more employed in making * 
themfelves abfblute at home, than (ecuring 
their Kingdoms from great and forpiidable 
Powers abroad ; and when they were more 
jealous of their own faithful Subjeds, than 
of their haughty and afpiring Neighbours. 
Let us confider how our Name and Credit of 
late Years have rifen ; our Trade, our Manu- 
fadnres, and our Husbandry been improved ; 
and our Peace and Tranquillity fecured : and 
then complain, if, with a good Confcience^ 
we dare, that the Glory^ the Wealth, the 
Power, and the Happineis of the Britijh 
Nations at prefent are fallen from what they 
were in the Times of any of our Anceftors. 

/ am, Sik, 

Tour very humble Servant^ 

HiBERNICUS. 


•H^H* 


N^.ior 
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N** loi. Saturday, March i8, 1726-7. 


To the Aqthor of the 'Dublin Journal. 

Scire velitn, chartis pretiuta qaotui nrreget amus. .. 
Hob. 

SIR, 

\ H E unjufl: Treatment we give to, 
; the preleot Age, appears no where 
\ more remarkable tnan in the Coa- 
'■ troverfial Writings of our Divines; 
wherein we generally find, that 
whenever a Dilputant has been faatdJy preHed 
npon any Point by the Ai^umcnts of his 
Antagonifl. he immediately tumbles over his 
Books till he gets a PafTage in fbme of die 
antient Fathers, agreeable to his own Senti- 
ments ; which.' by the by, happens to be 
no very great difficulty, in regard there is 
hardly any Abfurdity in Religion, which has 
not bad fbme of thofe venerable Geotlemea 
to efpoufe it. The. PaiTagc fo found is pre- 
fently produced, as a full und clear Deci^n 
of the Cafe in hand, wtthtthe fame afTuraoce 
chat Men offer Bank-Noces in payment of 
Money. The happy Author plumes himfelf 
in his Succcfs ; cnallenges the Vi^ory of 

his 
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Kis Adveriary V and with a. weU*dinembled 
Mtfdefty, mbre iDfiahiog than ArrogaQce itr 
Mf; at^^eals £D the Reader forvtfae Juflicejof 
his Claim. Bat if the vanquiihed Foe ftUl 

E^rfifts in the defence of his Opinions, he no' 
n^r retain^ the appearance of bis forinet 
Moderation, but lets his Heart, dibte iot th& 
faH enjoyment of his iConquH:fl: ; and wich^ 
terrible Outcries of Ignorance, Obftinacy^ 
and want of Reverence for : Antiquity in the 
eppofite iide, dofes the Pomp of the D)£- 

pute, andtheTriompL 

It is not very lot^ fince.an ImpofitioQ 
6f the like nature prevailed io the Schopls. 
When two Combatants had fufficiently tired' 
themfelves, and their. Audience, with ban-r 
dying about all the Impertinences they c<wld 
find out on a Sqbfea, at .len^h, a grav(» 
jfrijioteks ditciti was pronounced, on one 
iide of the Queftion or the other ; and fo thd 
Matter was concbded. Thi$ was in the 
Reign of Ignorance and Superftitioo, who^: 
good Senfe, and true Learning lay under a 
fee^ and dreadful EcIipTe. Upon the iirft 
dawning of Knowledge/ this authoritative 
Maiuier of decididg Controverfies was con- 
tefted, and at laft hajmily exploded, and 
lai^hed at. Mankind auert^ tjoeir Liberty 
of ^pfailoibphizing in iptte of Arijiotle, and 
all his Admirers ; and the gpod Effe<3:s of 
their doing io have appewred in the great 
number of noble and deftd I>^v€ries, which 
have been made in all the Territories of 
'", VoL II. E e Science 



41 S HlBBlLNlCUsV 

^ieoce fibce the^Bcgiiinibg^ of i;hc fixt^i^ 
Century. Bdc the Reforimtion Ims not befti 
Sy compleaty as it were to be wUhed. \ Tkfi 
ibme Freodonmrhich Men take in their P^ 
to(b|>hical Inqaiiia, is noc penmtted thtitti hi 
Mttters of much greater Importaflice. Aod^ 
contrary eo all Reafon, the Authority OiC 
Fathers, and ancient Couhdls, is always £^ 
up in oppofitiOD/ to anfy C^niofis WiiJdi 
happen to have . the appearaace: df Novelfcy^ 
tfao fupported by the urmigeft a^d hioft ^dtht 
vinciug Arguments, that can be offered to 
rii^ Reafon atfd t/nderftaiidiag of MaQKind. 

T«ER%; Is »o doubt CD be made, bi|t tbM 
tSke idtientelt: Religibn is chc^efl;; as lyli^ 
neatefl Diviift ReVekitioo; v/hkh is iti F^aor 
faictwHdadJ S0 far then, die. Aiitb<>rit¥ ^gf 
the Fiithers is^eo take pkicev^^tbey are Wii> 
Mfks df Fdl^, jaaxd give us an accouocof die 
Faith and Pradicfe of the <3harch ih the Tim^ 
tliey lived. And conleqaenciyt the iugtet 
^iele Accomirs are t^kien, tb^ act the mM3 
^thentfck^ - dac iti tegnd, Jione iaf^t i^ 
thers; even tbofe who lived iibareft the A^. 
ilol jck Tinves, ever pretended to lolpirtUiipo^ 
all their Rearottk^ md fixpltoitidns arc m 
hnhct to be coloudered, khan as they catty 
their own Bvicknte and Cliarftds atoiig Iritb 
thrai ; and bavis no otfaer Force thin the 
Writings of wife Men ia any Age t/o^ tb 
have, who 'Ibpjport wlaat^iu^ fay wtlfc good 
tod conviofCie^ iVDofe. ... . , 


/ f 
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I AM ready alTo co owo, that feverai of 
the Fathers were (ffcot and good Men, who 
had very juft and clear Notions of Relrgion, 
and argued from them in a very rational,, as 
well as afiec^ing manner* Such was the great 
Origen ; ftich LaifaMtius, Minutius Fetix^ 
and others whoie Writings are every way 
valuable* both in their Defign and Execu** 
tion. And, I believe, there is no wife Man, 
who has ever read any of them» but pays 
them all the Veneration he can, without ^^ 
^crificing his Reaibn and Underftanding to 
thenv But all this will not fatisfy. The 
very Name of a Father^ efpecially if he li- 
ved in the firll three or four Centuries, is 
thought fufEct^t to oppofe to a Demonflra- 
tion. We muO: give up the Opinions we have 
embraced, upon the mod mature and impar- 
tial Inquiry, \i a Sentence can be found in 
any one of them contradidiory to our Senti- 
ments* And Heretick. and Here/iarch, aire 
the bed Names thought proper to be bellow* 
ed on tfaofe ungracious and refradlory Pre« 
tenders to Wifdom, who will not forfake the 
Beggarly Ekments of Reafon and common 
Senfe, and fubmit to the Determinations and 
Judgment of Antiquity. 

Did it appear, in fed, that the Fathers 
were, generally (peaking, Men of greater 
Genius and Learning than aire to be met with 
now-a-days ; this indeed, tho not a iufficient 
Reaibn for an implicit Affent to every thing 
they have advanced, yet would juftly inticle 

Ee2 them 
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them to a larger (hare of our Eileem and ke- 
vcrence. But if we look into the Monuments 
they have left of themfclves, we (hall find no- 
thing in them fb very extraordinary and uncom- 
mon, as to juftify our eileeming all they lay 
as lacred, and fulpedting every Modern, who 
docs not blindJy run into their Sentiments. 
Agreed among themfelves they were not, 
any more than the Divines of the prefent 
Age ; and conlequently , they can be no 
Standard of Orthodoxy, till it be firft deter- 
mined what Set of them are the true and ge- 
nuine Fathers, upon whom we ought to de- 
pend. Neither do we owe them any greater 
Veneration on account of their fuperior 
Learning. All human Literature was what 
many of them profelfedly defpiied, as the 
Dr^s of Idolatry and Heathenifm ; and 
endeavoured, all that in them lay, to fop^ 
prefe the beft Writings o^ the former Ages, 
which they did with a Barbarity little ihort 
of the Goths and Vandals, It would be 
therefore furprizing, if the Compofitions of 
iuch Men fhould be preferable to tbofe of an 
Age, which is not proud enough to refufe 
taking ail the Afliftance it can get from the 
Studies and Labours of all that preceded it. 

CoRRECTNESSof Style, and Elegance 
of Compofition, are things we need not look 
for among mod of the Fathers ; fince every 
body knows, that they lived in an Age of a 
moft corrupt Tafte, and when the Greek and 
Roman Arts and Learning were almoft loft from 

the 
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rhc World. This however might be excufcd, 
if their manner of reafbning upon things were 
juft and exaca. But where is it we are to 
meet with it? St. j^ufim is one of the moft 
' celebrated Authors among them ; fo much, 
chat a young Preacher imagines he has pro* 
ved ev6ry thing, and confounded all Gain- 
fayers, when he has made St. jiujim of his 
Party. But whoever reads that Father's Wri- 
tings without prejudice, muft own, there is 
very little reaibn for holding him in fuch 
mighty efteem. His Style is as barbarous 
as the Language of Alchymy. His Rcafoning 
\^y for the mo(l part, nothing but a poor 
playing upon Words. He perpetually aneds 
^uns^ ^ibbles^ and Antithejes, from which 
he cannot abflain, even in the Place where 
they are mod ofTenfive, and where the great- 
eft Simph'city ought to be the chief Orna- 
ment, to wit, in his devotional Pieces ; as 
any one may obferve, who will but be at 
the pains to turn over a Leaf or two of his 
Meditations. Befides all whidb, the Heat 
of his Imagination very often hurries him 
into Strains of finthufiafm, hardly exceeded 
by the Ravings and Cant of moft of our 
modern Vifionaries. 

Wbre it not too ill-natured and invidious 
a Task, I could give Inftances/ not from this 
Writings of iingle Fathers, but the Deaees 
of whole Councils, even of fiich as are called 
Oecumenical^ not only of Weaknefs and Ab- 
furdities, , but of Impieties * and Blalphemies, 

£ e 3 which 
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which would be fhocking to every good 
Cbriftian and reafonable Man, But 1 rather 
chufe to touch on what may be more agree- 
able to mdft of my Readers. St. Cbryjoftom 
is one of the mod admired Writers for his 
Eloquence ; and on that account has been 
recommended as a perfcd: Model for Preach- 
ers. And yet I fanfy, a modern Preacher 
would be but contemptibly thoaght of, that 
Ihould harangue from the Pulpit againft a 
Paur of laced Shoes^ in the manner that good 
Father does» upon a parallel Occafion. 

* How, fays he^ can he, whole chief 
Glory is in being fine about the Feet, and 
in having Men admire as he walks the 
Brightnels of the Silk, the Flowers and 
Colours of the Needle-work, and all that 
Art can invent of this kind that is curious 
and agreeable, lift up his Eyes to Heaven ? 
How can he attend to the Beauties of the 
Univerfe, who minds only thole of his 
Shoes ? The Lord has extended the Hea- 
vens above the Earth, and placed the Sun 
tb^re fo beautifol and iliudrious, on purpofe 
that your Eyes might be attraded by an 
Object fo glorious : And you, on the con- 
trary, in oppofition to the Views of the 
Almighty, and in compliance with thofe 
of the Devil, the Author of thefe Vanities, 
keep them fixed on the Earth. It \^ he, 
that has invented thofe ihameful Ornaments 
* to pervert you, and call off your Atten- 
^ flj)p from what is truly beautiful. It is he, 

^ that 
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^- that; ufes all his power to ifaake you defcand 

* ftom Heaven to Earth : And he has foe- - 
^ ceedediaic'foftlUy, that whiift God fliews 

* you the one^ and the Devil the other, you 

* ncglcd Heaven, and prefer it to a Shoe! 
And at this rate goes on that celebrated 
Preacher for the mod part of a Sermon : 
upon which I ihall not deicant, but leave it 
CO the Judgment of my Readers, how they 
wbuld reliin (uch Language, and luch Rea* 
Ibning, from thole who have the Care of 
their Inftrufiion at prefent* 

And are thele the Men, from whom we 
are to receive the Rules of our Faith and 
Pradice, and from whofe Decifions no Ap- 
peal mud be made, without incurring an 
Anathema ? Is fach poor triiSing Declama- 
tion as this to be put in competition with the 
dole Reafoning oi ChiUingworth ; with the 
juft and iblid Thinking of Barrow ; and 
with the ftrong, natural and manly Eloqucqcc - 
oiTillotfbn ? I mull own^ if our Hookers^ 
our Claggets^ our Baxters^ our JVakei^ 
^tid our Hoadkys, muft ftand or fall, accord- 
ing as they happen to concur with thofb 
reverend Gentlemen, I Ihall' have but a flen- 
der Opinion of their Abilities, I (hall alfb 
be obliged to allow, that one of the bed and 
mod rational Volugaes of Difcourfes" I ever 
faw in my Life, I mean that lately publilhed 
by Mr. Butler^ the worthy Preacher of 0^ 
the Rolls^ is one c ontinued Heap of falfe 
Reafoningy Nonfcnfe and Contradidliont A 
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I H A VB been k>og at a lois What was the 
• Reafon oi this qdJuA: Preference ^ivqi to the 
anrienc Divines over the Mocjerng , till I was 
fatdy infiruded in it by^ a very eminent ^nd 
noble Philofophcr, now livings Mr. Crou/a» 
of JLai4fanna^ ia the following :Obiervation. 
i^ 1 R£M£MBER a youog /Prcacher, who 

* being to. handle the Subjed: of Confcience, 
^ and willing to give his Audience (bm^ Ideas 
^ on a Subjed fp important, preferred fome 

* Principles of common Sdufe to the Jaigon 

* of the. Schools, from which he drew a 
^ Train of Coiifcqoences very. plaice, and fuf- 
^ ficient to dear his Subject. An oW Doc9tor^ 
- who heard him, provoKcd at his new Mc- 
.^ thpd, would not give attention to the 

* Preacher. He did not iHKia ftand him, be- 
^ catife he would not underftand h im ; and. the 
^ very Clearnels of his Dilcourfc was the 
' Caufe that * he called it dark ^nd unintelli- 
Vgible/ ^—~ 

i BEnsvE, many of my Readers will 

readily recolIe(5fe more Dodors than one of 

.|tbe (ame Cad ; and by that means have a 

very eafy Solution for this, and feveral oth^ 

Phenomena of the fame kind. 

* I 

Jam, ^fjRr Tours, ^c. 

HlBEflNICUSf. 

N^ 105, 
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N^ loz. Saturday^ March 2^ , 17^7- 
To the Aux H o R of the Dublin JtmrnaL 

A 

Lufi^ fatis . ■ ■« ■ H R. 

SIR, 




1 ' , • 


W O Years being now elapfed 
fince I firf): addrcfTed myielf to ^ 
the Publick, thro' the Convey* 
ance of your Paper, I believe no 
body will be mrprized; at my. 
now quitting a Province whicn I undertook 
with the greateft diffidence, ^ and in whi^h 
all my Vanity could not once induce me 
to imagine I fliould have continued £0 long. 
It is indeed the firft Inflance of a De(ign 
of (his fort having met fo much gobd For* 
tune in this Nation. I cannot therefore for- 
bear congratulating my Readers on the con- 
clufion of a Work, which owes its Subfi^^^^v; 
Aence much more to their Good-nature, than 



to the Merit or Abilities of the Author. "^ 

*A s I am fenfible I dclerve no other Praife 
than what relults from the Goodnefs of my 
intentions, I defire my Readers may turn b^ck 
to my firft Letter, apd confider, whether I 
b^ve not i^rupulpufly adhered to the Method 

^herein 
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therein laid down for my Condud. For tho 
I did, and flill do blame the making f^ Wju 
tings (ubfcrvicnt to the Purpofes of Party and 
Fadiori; yet 1 did oot debar myfelf from 
handling, npoD (bmc Occasions, fbch Subjedis 
as might have an Influence on the Caufe of 
Liberty^ and the Laws and Condituc^oa of 
my Country. And yet a tender Confidcra- 
Cion of the different MeaQS, which Men of 
equally honed Intentions may apprehend to 
be moft conducive to the publicJc Happinefs, 
^has made me very fparing even in this Point \ 
tho t have often thought, that altogether to 
have fhunned it would have been a kind of 
Indecency in a Paper begun under the Patro- 
nage and Encouragement of a great and noble 
♦Patriot, whofe Memory will be ever dear to 
his Country, and who would have had a very 
,mean Opinion of any Man, who had exprct 
fed the leaft Indif^rence about its Con* 
cerns. 

A s ^o the Execution of my Defign^ I am 
entirely in the Judgment of the Publick, who 
have a right to determine as they pteale. The 
great Vices and Corruptions of Mankind are 
what few pretend to juftify ; fo that the prin- 
cipal thing a Writer of this fort has to do, is 
to combat the prevailing Prejudices and Mi- 
itakes of the Age or Country he lives in, to 
which honeft and good Minds are liable as 

* The Right Honoarable J^trt tori VifcounL MoUf- 

well 
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well as others. It is not therefore paffible to 
avoid giving offence to fome, whom no good- 
natured Man would willingly choofe to of- 
^ fend. But if a Man be fo very delicate, as 
to be incapable of bearing the thought of hav- 
ing incurred (bme Peoples Dilpleafore or DiC 
efteem, I know no other way to keep him 
from that Pain, but not to write at all: 

I AM only forty to learn, that (bme of my 
Papers have been thought to make too free 
with Religion and Chriflianity. As I am fure* 
I never had this in my View, but very far 
the contrary, I am chiefly concerned on 
their account who have made the Objed^ion, 
who feem, in my Opinion, to place Religion 
and Chriftianity in things very remote from 
them. I have only endeavoured to corred 
and expofe an Infirmity in Mankind, not on- 
ly not imputable to Chriftianity, but dire^ly 
oppofite to it ; I mean, that narrow and bale 
Spirit, which difpofes Men to tranfgrefs its moft 
important Precepts, in defence of what they 
imagine to be its Principles ; which confines 
all Charity and Benevolence to one fmalfSedl, 
and looks on all the reft of Mankind, how- 
ever virtuous in their Lives, and fincere io 
their fearches after Truth, as a Race of vile 
and in^pious Men, devoted to Deftrudion. 
Whatever J have written on this Head, I can 
truly aflure my Readers proceeded from a 
tender regard for Chriftianity ; fince I have 
been always of opinion that the greateft 
Wound it ever received, has been from the 

I im* 
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imputing to it fuch Principles as juftify Mens 
being at ftrife and variance with one another 
on account of their Differences in Points, 
wherein it is impbliible for all Mankind ever 
to be perfeftly screed. 

• There are others of my Readers, who 
have complained of me as too dry and philo- 
fophical, for the moll part, and not (o enter- 
taining as I ought to have been. I doubt 
not my having given too much reaibn for this 
Ceniiire. But I have apologized for it in my 
fifty eighth Paper, and Ihali only add now, 
that as I did not fet out with a humorous and 
fanciful Charadler, a Method io happily pur- 
fued by fomeofmy Predeceflbrs in this Man- 
ner of Writing, I had not the fame freedom 
and opportunity of runnipg into drains of 
Wit ana Pleaiantry, even tho I had been Ma- 
iler of the fame Genius and Spirit. I have 
however, now and then, ventured to vary 
my Character, by writing on Subje(3:s which 
did not require fo much attention ; and even 
fbmetimes ^endeavoured, under the name of 
MufophiUii, to divert my Readers. with a 
few Pieces. in Poetry. There are alfo fome 
other Pieces of the laqje nature, iqterfperfed 
thro* the Work, for which I am beholuen tq 
the Affiftance of feverai ingenious Gentle- 
men/ Of this fort is the Paraphrafe of a Paf* 
fage in the Book of "Job^ in the fiftieth Pa- 
per, communicated to me by Mr. Samuel 
Bqyfe, who 15 alfo the Author of the Ninety 
feventh. The T<^wn Eclogue\ in the twenty 

fourth, 


HiBERNi CUS5 Z^if/^rj. 429 

fbarth, was ient me by an unknown Hand ; 
and the excellent Copy of Verfes by Mr. Ster-^ 
Ung^ on two Pieces of Painting, in the eighty 
fim. Nor mufl: I omit the two incompara- 
ble Poems in the fixty fecond Paper, which 
were written by the late Reverend Archdea- 
con Tarnel, and are no ways unworthy that 
great and extraordinary Genius. 

W HiLE I am upon this Head, dt becomes 
me to divefl: my felf of a great deal of Reputa* 
tion I have got by the Papers of Ibme other 
Gentlemen, who have more frequently lent 
me their Afliflance. . The learned and inge- /hA 
nious Author of the Inquiry into the Ori- ^h^ 
ginai of our Ideas of neauty and Virtue^ 
tvill ' therefore, I hope, excufe me, if to 
do Juftice to myfelf, I am obliged to name 
him for the three Papers upon Laughter, 
which are written in lb curious and new 
a drain of thinking; and alio for the forty 
fifth, forty fixth, and forty feventh Papers, 
containing {o many judicious and valuable 
Remarks on that pernicious Book, the Fable 
of the Bees. 

All the Papers fubfcribed Ifaac Alogiji^ 
came to me from a Gentleman, who will not 
{o much as permit me to enquire after him, 
far lefs to publiih his Name. Whether he 
thinks it too great an Honour for me to be 
known in the number of his Friends, I can- 
not tell ; but this I am litre, that 1 ihould 
think myfelf altogether unworthy of his 
Friendlhip, if I werc'not much prouder of it, 

2 than 
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than of a Reputation which his unkind Mo^ 
defty, in refufing mc his acquaintance, might 
provoke me to take to myfelf, at the fame 
time that it affords me an opportunity of do- 
ingit. 

The Author' of the ieventh and eighth 
Papers, containing a Tranflation from ^na- 
creon, with a Criticilm on that Author, has 
alfo thought fit to conceal himff^lf from me ; 
tho he has (ince favoured me with two other 
Letters, to wit, the forty ninth, and fixty 
ninth. There are alfo fix orfeven.very in- 
genious Papers fubfcribed with the Letters 
N.N. and O. O. which feem all to be written 
in the fame Hand ; but th6 Writer of them 
has left jne ignorant to whom the Publick is 
indebted for them. I am at the fame lofs a* 
bout the twenty fecond, the twenty ninth, 
the thirtieth, the thirty third, the feventy 
firll, the ninety fev^th, and the ninety ninth 
Papers^ which feem to me the Performances 
of fb cu^Q}^ different Perfons, and came to 
me at di^rent times, in the fame order ta 
which they lie in the Journals. 

Whatever other Papers have beenpub- 
lifhed in this Journal either under the hfame 
of Hibernicus^ or any of his Corre^ondents,. 
I onlv am chargeable with, and anfwerable 
for all the Faults in them ; which while I 
fubmit with all due defei^euce to the Ju(^* 
ment of the Publick, I hope it will have the 
;oodnefs to allow xne the Merit of having 
:arted a Defigu in this Country^ which may 

' perhaps 
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pitrhaps hereafter prove ulcful, when put into 
abler hands to be executed. A Reader of 
Candor and Generofity will be inclined y^ 
think this a fuflScient Motive, tb pirdon, «t 
Icaftj whatever Errors or Miftakes have 
been obferf able during the Progrefs of this 
Undertaking. 

It only remains to thank all my Reader* 
for their Indulgence to me^ continued to z 
Period' ib miich beyond my fondeft W^iflies or 
Ambition. It would be a wronging their 
Judgment, if I did not now begin to think^ 
that theie loofe Compofitions might perhaps 
be ftill ferther uleful ; for which Reafoo I 
have juft publifticd propofals for colledling 
them together in fuch a Form as may beft an- 
fwer that End : in promoting of which, I ftxall. 
prefume to hope for the Continuance of their 
Favour; afluring them, that I dall have very 
little Relilh of any Advantages I may thereby 
procure to myfclf, bdides the Capacity of fcrv- 
ing my Country, and Mankind, and having a 
better Opportunity of accounting to the PulJ- 
lick hereafter for the leifure Hours of 

Their meft obedient y 

and mofi humble Servant y - 

HtBERNICUS* 
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